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ERRATA in BOOK IV. 



Page. Line. 

6. 7. from the bottom, infiead of afiiwarit read tfitf 

7. is» infiead of at far m read as far mu 

26. 12. from tke bottom, inftead of tils read Hib* 

jg. 9. from the bottom, inftead of /i^r read /i»r«» • 

j2* 6. from the bottom, before GotMck in&rt of. 

57. 3* from the bottom, leave oat 'wbUb. 

ip2* 17* leave out the fecondoMlL 

139. 13, before tbi infcrt of 

183. 7. before jm/iw/ leave oat MN 

184. 1 6. inftead offmbofpmu ttBAfmbfipuni. 

2 1 8* 6, inftead of rt-fiuiwutUs read nfnamniiu 

^2. 13. leave oat the fecond iM/. 

25J. 13, inftead of ar^^rceiread conftrtacts. 

Falfe Stopping which ham the Senfe* 

37. i3« from the bottom, iSttxfong put a aaMi inftead cuf 

\fimeolm. 
126. 14. from the bottom, after nurit infiead of \ftrui put 
%Jkmcolon. 

No TBS. 

3^2. 4. from the bottom, ht nvnkb rewi mfbUb. 

364. 2. from the bottom, for part'tadaaly read partiaJarlj. 

ArpsifDix. 

404. 9. from the bottom, for palcitU read placitis 
406. 2. from the bottom, fat ft^nam read fM^um. 

Marginal Refierence. 
HI. in^eado[ if ribM0itif/:xt9dNiMbniefif. 
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BOOK IV. 



WHEN t|ie king was in^Mined thatBOOk IT* 
Regmald de Fitforfe, Hugh de Mor- ^J^:^;;;:' 
ville, Richard BritOj and William viuS.T.pr«. 
deTracey, had fuddenl^ left his court, withg-^^J^^ 
an intention to gb, without his leave^ into Martyrium, 
England, (which he was apprifed of the morni- «• 9- 
ing after their departure) he apprehended fome 
niifchief, and difpatched immediate orders, to all v 
the fea-^ports of Normandy, that they fhould be 
ilopt and brought back to the caiUe of Bure, 
where he was keeping his Chriftmas : but, un- 
happily, they had found the wind fo fair to carry 
them over, that before his meflengers^ withK>"J«n, p# 
the utmoft hafte they could make, were able s^i^mdc^ 
to get thither, they had all pail the fea« After f. 78^ jf. , 
. yoLt V# B Oidfa^ 
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2 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. endeavouring to prevent any violence being 
^^[75^77^ ufed, by thefe gentlcpicn, pgainft Becket, with- 
out a proper warrant of legal authority, he re- 
folved, by the adfrice of a council i)f lor^s; 
which he Irad fummoned on hearing tlie conj- 
plaints laid before hip by ^the archbifhop of 
York, to fend inftantly into England his chief 
jufticiary of Norxpandy, Richard de IJumet, 
with orders to the young king for the arreft- 
ing of Becket, if that prelate would not yield 
to what fhould be required of him on the part 
of the crown. . This lord arrivjecj in England 
before the murder was committed, and as fobn 
as he landed difpatched Hugh deGundefille and 
XViiliam Fitsjohn to the palace at Winchefter, 
where the young king t)ien refidcd, with di* 
regions to take there fome knights of the houf- 
hold, and go with them to Canterbury, as 
fecretly « they could, that their orders might 
be e?:ecute4 witjKmt any oppofition; while he 
bimfelf had the care of diligeiitly guarding 
the coafts and fea-ports> leil Becket, on fome 
notice of what was intended* fhould fly out 
of the kingdom. Thcfe meafurcs appear to 
Srephanidfes, j^^^^ ^J^g^ ^^H Concerted i but, before they 
^*^' could take cffeft, the blow was ftruck, by 

which the juftice of the crown was prevented, 
the reputation of the king was foully ftained, 
and his affairs were more embroiled, than thcj 
could have been by any a£k, however outrage^ 
ous^ of the living archbifhop. The manner, 
the time, the place, all the circumflances of 
the aflaffination, muft have aggravated the 
..*i J guilt 
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oV'KiN© HENRY II. 3 

giiiit and encreafcd the horror of it in the BOOK ir. 
minds of the people. Yet no tumult cnfued ^T^mTi. 
in any part of the kingdom ! No man lough t 
to take vengeance On any of the murderers, 
or even' tb bring them to juftice ! After they Vim S. T, 
had done their bloody deed, they ranfacked fjg^;;^^^- 
the archiepifcopal palace at Canterbury, deli-EpIft. j. Sa* 
vcred all the papers and vv^fitings they found ''^^^* ^^^* 
there to Ranulph de Brock, that he might carry 
them to the king in Normandy, and divided 
the other fpoils among themfelves, if we may 
believe fbme contemporary writers of Becket's 
life: but though this is affirmed in a private J^^-S^"*^* 
letter from one of them to the bilhop of Poi-^ ^ 
tiers, I cannot eafily think that perfons of fueh 
rank would add rapine and robbery to aflaf- 
lination. When they had executed all they 
thought proper to do, they left Canterbury 
and paffed the night in the country; but theVit. s. T. 
next morning they again affembled in arms^^^*^^^^ 
without the walls of the city ; at which the Epift.' joh. 
monks were alarmed, and apprehending fome^*^*^'*^^ 
outrage againft the primate*s dead body made 
hafte to inter it in the church* Nothing was 
done to difturb it; but foon afterwards the 
four knights departed out of Kent, and, with- 
out even endeavouring to fee the young king, 
or any of his minifters, went together to a 
caftle which belonged to Hugh de Morvilie, at 
Knareiborough in Yorkihire, where they flayed 
many months, not daring (fays Benedict abbot Bencdia. 
of Peterborough) /^ r^/i/r;^ fo the court from f^^^'^^'^ 
whence they came : a ftrong proof that thar 
B z matter 
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4 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK TV. niafter had not given them any orders to da 
^^TdTTitT. what they did, and that, inftead of expefting 
any recompence from him, they feared his dil- 
pleafure, 
Eplii- 79.1.V. We learn from a letter which the bifliop of 
c Coci. Vatic. Ljg^y^ wrote to the pope, that Henry, on 
receiving the firfk account of the murder j broke 
out into loud and paffionate lamentations ; 
then iappeared to be ftupefied, then more im* 
moderately renewed his complaints, ** change 
" ^^S (S^y^ ^^ bi(hop) his royal snajejly for 
^^ fackcloth and ajhesy and during the courje of 
*^ three days admitting no comfort ^ but feeming 
" refohed to dejlroy himfelf by the excefs of his 
fiiil. Ovjadri- ^^ forrow^ On the fourth day he was roufed 
parr. i.iv. dej^y ^^ preffing exhortations of his nobles and 
Martyrmra, prelates, who prevailed upon him to aflemble 
c. 5. edit, the lords of his council, and confult with 
ilac'/^^* them on themeafures it would be proper to 
take in this emergency. By their advice the 
abovementioned letter from the bi(hop of Li- 
£p«i • 59- Ceux was written to the pope, and it was re- 
e Cod. Vatic, folved that an embaffy Ihould be fent to his 
Holinefs as foon as poffible. Henry alfo dif- 
^"^•?- ^°.^' patched two of his chaplains to England, with 
p. 143. ^^ 'orders to inform the convent of Canterbury 
of his grief for Becket*s death, and abhor- 
rence of the murder. They urged particularly 
his endeavours to ftop the four knights as foon 
as he knew of their having left his court, and 
declared, in his name, that, left the monks 
ihould conceive unjuft fufpicions of him, this 
was notified to them ; but, if he had con- 
traded 
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OF King HENRY IL jf 

trafted any guilt, by any conftniftion of the^^^^J^ 
words he had fpoken in his anger which en- a. dJu-i, 
couraged the aflaffins in their wicked enter- 
prize, it would beft be expiated by the prayers 
of that confraternity. They added, ** that 
" he commanded the archbifhop's corpfe to be 
** honourably buried : /2?r, though^ when liv" 
** ingj that prelate had been his enemy ^ yet he 
** nvould not profecute him^ when deady but re- 
^ mitted to his foul whatever offences he had 
^ committed againfi him and againji the royal 
*^ dignity.'' 

From thefe laft words it appears, that Henry 
continued to think of Becket*s behaviour as 
be had juftly thought before, notwithftanding 
the forrow he exprefled for his murder ; and 
certainly in thefe fentiments there was no in- 
confiftency. The bad effefts he forelaw from 
io unhappy an end of his difputes with that 
prelate fixed on his mind fuch a gloom, that, Hift. Quadd;. 
till forty days had paffed over, he abftainedP^'J'^-*''- 
from all diverfions, all exercife, and all bufi-Benedia.Ab. 
nefs ; he beared no caufes, he received no peti- ^^» '• *• 
tions from his fubje^s; but remained folitary^* '^* 
within the walls of his palace, often fighing, 
and repeating to himfelf thefe words, Alas I 
alas! that this mi/chief Jbould have happened! 

In the mean time Becket's friend and Alex- Hoveaen,parf 
ander's legate in France, the archbifliopof Sens, ;^;.^;| ^'^"• 
wrote to Alexander a letter full of rage againft CpiiK s. T. 
Henry, as the murderer of Becket : fo did alfo ^Q> ^** ^- ^'^ 
the earl of Blois and Louis himfelf. The laft 
piled on the pope " to unjheatb the /word of 
B 3 " Peter^ 
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BOOK IV. cc Peter^ that it might Jignally avenge the blood 
ft, l>4 ii^u ** ^f '^^ martyr of Canterbury^ ivJbichy not fa 
*' much for itfelf as for the catholicit churchy 
** demanded vengeance*^ But the archbifhop 
of Sens, without ev-en waiting to receive th^ 
pope*s anfwer, defired to begin the inflicting of 
that V€ngearu:e. For having, not long before, 
been ordered by Alexander to put under an in- 
terdict all the dominions of H^nry in France, 
if that king did not execute his agreement with 
p Becket, he now required the archlrifhop of 

\^^/ ^' Rouen, who had received the fame mandate, to 
join with him in that aft. But the Norman 
prelate declared, he would do nothing to aggra- 
vate bis majlers aJUSlionj and very prudently 
interpofed an appeal to the pope. Yet the 
other, by virtue of a claufe in the mandate, 
which authorifed either of thtxn fingly to pro- 
ceed in the due execution thereof, if his col- 
league could not, or would no<;, concur with 
him therein, took on himfelf to pronounce the 
fentence of interdift, and injoined the archbi- 
(hop of Rouen, together witli all the other 
bifliops of Henry's territories in France, to fee 
it obeyed. But to this injunftion no regard 
was any where paid. 

Immediately afcewards Henry's embaffadors 

to the pope fct out on their journey, and among 

ikiicdici. them, as head of this very important embaffy. 

Abb. t. i. the ardibifliop of Rouen : but, before he had 

p. 20. Hoi^- p3(|. ^\^^ French confines, finding himfelf quite 

dcti, Ann. pars *iir \ - a • r • • • 

ii. f. jor. unable, irom his age and mtirmities, to bear 
EpiH. 83, 84. the fatigue of travelling any further,, he re* 
^•''- \ turned 
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tomed* to bis^ fee. The otbatis went On, btit BOOK iv. 
proceeding very flowly, by realbn of tUc dif- XIdT^Txtu 
ficulties which the feafon of the year and the 
paflage of the wiotfntams OccJafibned, they 
thought it neceffary that one of them fltould 
be difpatchied before the reft ; which coxiimif- 
fion was affigned to Richard Barre, a moft 
zfealoiis and diligent fcrvant of Henry, who 
willingly undertook it. The bifliops of Wor-^ 
cefter and Evereux, the Lord Robert de Neu- 
boiifg, and four others of a rarik inferior to 
thefe, having come as far a Sienna, were de- 
tained there fome days, becaufe from thence to 
Pt^ati, where Alexander then refided, all the 
roads were mfeftcd by the troops of a noble- 
man of the imperial faftion. 

Impatient of this delay, which they feared 
\iould be hurtful to the affairs of their matter, ' 
the four inferior minifters left the city by night, 
and paffing thtough unfrequented ways, over 
the to][)s of the mbuntains, with much labour 
and great danger arrived at Frafcati; There • ' i v 
they found Richard Barre, who gave them a 
very difagreeable account of the temper of the 
court ; Alexander having refufed to admit him 
to his prefence, and none of the cardinals 
having fliewn him hitherto the leaft mark of 
regard. Nor were they themfelves much bet- 
ter ufed: the pope would not fee them; till, 
after long waiting and many humble entreaties^ 
audience was granted to two of them, lefs 
fufpefted than the others of enmity to Becket, Epift. 8j,Ly 
namely^ the abbot of Valafle and the arch- 

B 4 ^ deacon 
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vV^ K IV , deagon of Lifieux, But, even on their firft 
J 17J. falntation of the pope in the name of their 
mafter, the clamo^rs of the whole aflembly 
interrupted and flopped them, as if (to ufe 
their own expreffipn to the king on this fub- 
jed) the very mention of bis name had been to 
that pontiff an abomination. Yet in the even- 
ing, they fecretly obtained pf his Holinefs a 
fpift. 8^1 8^. private and quiet hearing. Here they freely 
^^^ fet forth the many great oenefits conferred by 

Henry on Bgcket, and the many intemperate 
and ill-timed a6|:s which had been dope by 
that prelate agaiqft his royal dignity, in order 
to excufe the tranfport of paffion, whiph they 
ponf^lied had drawn from him fome rafh words, 
^m whence occaliqn had been taken to com^ 
njit the murder ; but that he h^d given any 
prder fpr the committing of it, or that his will 
Jiad concurred in it, they abfolutely denied. 

Thefe things they repeated to his Holinefs 
the next d^y before all the cardinals ; in which 
|^ft.||9.1.ir. confiftory two mopks, who had beep chap- 
lains tp Pecket, and whom the archbifhop 
of Sens had fent to the pope with private 
inflrudipns, were allowed to, plead againft 
them? What anfwer the pop? made we are 
not told 5 but it appears that they found the 
qredit pf their adverfaries fo fupprior to theirs, 
that they almoft defpaired pf fuccefs. 

Indeed there was great paufe foj: fuch de- 
spondency on their part ; as, befides the many 
pther reafons which gave the fee of Rome ^ 
^pft interefting concern in fh? ^rfoij of Bcgket^ 

4 " . i*^ 
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OF King HENRY H, 9 

lis own dignity was immediately aad griev- BOOK iv, 
oofly affe&ed by the murder oi that prelate, ATEimTu 
who at the time of hi? death wa$ invefted with 
the cbarafler of its legate in England* Nor 
could they eafily make the pope believe, that 
any fervants of Henry woidd have dipped 
their hands in the blood of the primate of 
England, and a minifter reprefcnting the fo- 
vereign pontiff, without a pofitive and expreis 
command from their mafier. Arduous there- 
fore was the talk to clear that prince of this 
deed before a judge fo offended, and fo ex« 
afperated againft him ; efpecially as the paHions 
of the court of Rome were inflamed by thofe 
of the king of France, whofe firiendfhip and 
protedbn were neceflary to Alexander againfl: 
the emperor and his party. 

The Thurfday before Eafler, on which dayEpift-Sjar, 
it was cuflomary for the pope to excommu- 
nicate all notorious offenders, was now nearly 
approaching ; and Henry's minifters were al- 
armed by intelligence given to them, that his 
Holinefs would include their noafler in the 
cenfures which he ibould then fulminate. On 
confulting with thofe cardinals who were moft 
the king's friends, and imploring them to dif- 
cover the intentions of the pontiff, they were 
aflured that a r^folutiop was immutably taken 
tp excommunicate the king by name, to put 
^ his dominions, not only in France, but in 
J^gland, under an interdid, and to confirm the 
^ten^e pafl, againft his bifhops, by Becket, 
j} little liffofc that prelate's ^czth. For tjie 

ipreventipg 
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BOOK IV. preventing of fo great and fo imtnlweiit a 
V'zr"]^^ and by the advice of their patrons in 

'the faered college, they thought it ncceflaiy 
to go beyond their inftrutlions, and to noti- 
fy to the pope,,, that the king in this affair 
would fubmit to his mandates ; which decla- 
ration (they feid^ they were impowered to con- 
firm by an oatn in his prefence, and added, 
that Henry would perfonally take one to that 
effeft. This of?er Was accepted ; they took the 
oath in the confiftory, on the day they fo much- 
dreaded; and the pope Was content with only 
excommunicating, by a general fentence, the 
rinirderers of Becket, and all who advifed^-or 
abettedy or ajfenied to their crime^ o^Wli<>fl*6iil4- 
knowingly receive or harbour them ' ih ' their 
lands. 
Epift. «4. 1. V. Soon after Eafter the three embaffad6rs from 
Henry, who had ftayed behind at Sienna, carhe 
to Frafcati. They refufed the oath taken by' 
the other minifters of that prince: for which*'* 
reafon the pope, not only confirmed the* fen- 
tence of interdid which the archWfliop of Sens 
had laid on Henry's dominions in France, btit' 
injoined that king to abftaih from entering any 
church. Yet he concluded with faying, be* 
would fend to him legates, to the xnttnx that ^ 
they might fee and know his 'humility^ This 
promife was of moment, as it held forth a 
beginning of negotiation ; and foon afterwards, 
by the intervention of fome of the cardinals, 
and (as it was faid in thofe times) of a great 
fum of money, every thing that appeared 

hoftilej 
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hofflle, or fevere againft Henry^ wa^ miti-J'OOK: rvi 
gated or ftopt. The pope, who joft before ^^ ix'htu 
had ratified the fent^nce oi excommunicationi 
which Becket had paft againft the- two bifliops 
of Salifbury and London, f(»t a mandate toHovodcn, 
ihfolve tbetn under eafy conditions, and wrote ^'^•P^"^ 
liimielf to the king (a favour obtained withaii^^Viyi, 
many urgent fupplications by the mioifters of Ep»ft- 84. i*n 
that pfince) to invite him to humility \ fo that"^ ^^^ 
aU was compofcd till the legates a latere^ who 
wei:e iiot yet appointed, fhould come into 
Normandy ; the execution of the interdict oil 
Hcnry*s territories in France remained fuf- 
pended^ and things evidently tended to a* re- 
conciliation. 

While Henry*s minifters at Frafcati were 
doing him this good fervice, John of Salifbury, 
who after the af&fiination of Becket had con- 
tiiiued at Canterbury, and many monks of the 
convent in confederacy with him, had recourfc 
to a fnetbod of raifing the charader of their 
late friend and patron, which the ignorance of 
thofe times and propenfity to believe the moft 
incredible fi6iions rendered very fiiccefsfuL They 
gave out that fuch miracles were wrought by 
the interceffion of this martyr and faint, as 
equalled or even exceeded the greateft con- 
tained in the legends of the church. At firfl:, 
feme of the minifters about the young king, Jpljan* Sarifti 
apprehenfive that difturbances might be exa- ^ * * 
ted among the common people, if this im- 
poflure went on, endeavoured to flop it by 
the royal authority : but,, as they did not pro- 
ceed 
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BOOK IV.ceed to enforce the prohibition of fprcading 
A. 0/3x71!^^^^^ reports by punching the offenders, it 
* proved ineffeftual, and the delufion encreafed 
ftill more and more. John of Salifbury, in a 
^'^^ letter to the bifliop of Poitiers, had the affur^ 
ance to affirm, upon his own knowledge, 
*' that, as well at the tomb of the primate^ as 
** at the place where he was Jlain^ and before - 
♦^ the great altar where his corpfe was laid 
^* oiri^ paralyticks were recovered^ the blind 
^^faWf the deaf hear d^ the dumb f pake ^ and 
♦* the lame walked. ^^ 

If the king had been excommunicated for 
the murder of Becket, or if the pope had put 
his kingdom under an interdift, the adtivity 
of the monks in propagating thefe tales, and 
the fimpUcity of the laity in receiving their 
teftimony without examination, might have 
done him great mifchief : but the general ex- 
peftation that he would be abfolved when the 
legates ihould arrive, which naturally arofe 
from the refpite granted to him and other marks 
of a favourable difpojition towards him ap- 
pearing in the pope, checked and weakened 
the effefts of this engine of fedition fo artfully 
raifed againft him by his enemies in this king- 
dom, tp which he returned out of Normandy 
on the feventh day of Auguft of this year 
eleven hundred and feventy-onc, and whew 
he found all things quiet. 

Fortune now offered to him a feir oppor* 
tunity, which his wifdom gladly feized, of 
prefenting 3 new objed to the attention of, 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP King HENRY IL 13 

the publick, and (hewing himfelf to his fub-JOOKlv: 
jeEts in a very different light from that of a pe- a. d.^hju 
nitent, with all the maiefty of a prince en- 
lar^ng the bounds of his hereditary empire 
by the acquifition of a great and very ancient 
kingdom, which, though hr more defirable 
than any other to England, had not ever, 
hitherto^ been under the fceptre of any Englifh 
monarch. He refolved to add Ireland to his 
regal dominions, and hoped to do it without 
refiftance or bloodihed, by the terror of his 
arms, and from the general difpofition of the 
Irilh themfelves to fubmit to his government. 
But, before I relate the particulars of his con- 
duft in this important undertaking, it will 
be neceflary to premife a fliort view of the 
hiftory and ftatc of that ifland, from the ear- 
lieft times down to thofe, when the concur- 
rence of many extraordinary events mvited 
him thither. 

The firft accounts of the Irifh, delivered by 
the Greeks, agree in rcprefcnting them as a , 
moft favage pec^le : nor did the Romans, who 
after the conqueft of Britain had the means of 
obtaining a more perfed knowledge of them, 
contradift that defcription. Tacitus fays, that In yit» 
the nature and the manners of the Irifli diflered Ap^^ote. 
not much from the Britifh : and he adds, that 
the coafts and harbours of Ireland were better 
known than thofe of Britain, by a ^eater 
commerce and refort of merchants to them* 
The charafter therefore of thofe whp inha- 
bited 
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BOOK lv.,bited?theMnaritime ports df tlmt Hhhd couM 
'"^ '^ *^4iot be^untnown; iuid if (as he affirms) they 
4reiremUed the Brjtotts, they muft have been 
very bavbarons* The feme hiftorian infonris 
:11s, 'that be bften had heard hfe fatber-m-'law, 
Juliiis .AgfficQla, fay, Iceland might be fub- 
.dued, and kdlpty by one Roman logion and a 
few auxiliary tawops. That comniander had 
with Imn one of the kings of the Irifli, whom 
a fedition had latdy driven out of his country^ 
and from Tviiom, doubtlefe, he had gained, as 
well a$ from tfiie number of merchants trading 
thither, a particular rnfoirmation of the ftat c 
and ftrength of the ifland, which he i?^as pre- 
paring to invade when the jealouiy of Domi** 
tian recalled hdm to Rome. If he had been 
permitted to purfue his entcrprife, we may 
reafooably believe, on the credit of his judge- 
ment, that he would not have feiled of fuc- 
cefs. Perhaps he trufted in part to the divi- 
fions of the Irifli among themfelves. Julius 
C«.36.p.62.Sofiniis, who wrote in the fecond or third 
1^38. ' centinry, dcfcribes them as a nation inbafpita^ 
L i. c. 2. bk and mariOe^ win made no difiindiion be^ 
SeeaifoU{hcr,/f^f^/i good oud bad a^jons. Orofius, in the 
Sd^iiu fifth century, calls the rahabitants of Ireland 
c 1$. . SUdts^ by which name they are mentioned in 
fbveral Latin aiktbofs from die "fifth till the 
cleventhxentUry, and fiill later in foine, Gildas, 
De Excidio a Idanittd Bridfli incMik, who wrote in the 
gSg'^p.^;;ytarfiw fettndred and futty four, fpeaks of 
ij* tikt Soots and the Pi^, who conjointly m his 

taoMs made war on the Britons^ as difi&ring 

in 
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m ifi»ae .cf tiietr mannersi Jbut agte^og in g lK^cxK iv: 
cruel thirft of blood and 9 barbarous mode ©f^ " ^ 
drefs. Yet all tlicfe accouots are rejefted by 
fi^odem Irifli ^a^rkers, as oomuigdfrQm ilrangers 
ill informed, or iholtile to tbeir nation. And, 
cpctainly, if jdacy ha\%e any authentick j-ektions 
{com contemporary hiftonans lof tiheir own 
country, the autbdirity of ibch muil prevail 
over thde, and fi-om them oh^&y we mufi 
leacn the hiftory of Iceland as far baok as tJiey 
go. Mere tra<^tion, indeed, if carried higher 
than the memory of a f&w generattons, de-^ 
ferves little regard ; but the Irifli affirni that 
their ancefiors had an al^abet, nol: derived 
j^ona the Roman, but brought over to Ireland^ 
a thou/and years before Chrift, by a colony 
out of Spain : and we know from Strabo, aL.iii.p. 204. 
writer of the moft undoubted credit, that i«i ^^*cii^Joti» 
his tune ^ the Spaniards had the ufe of let- cafaub. 
ten. He likewifb mentions the Turduli, or 
Turdetani, a people of Baetica, as the moft 
learned among them, ^* tbe/e having (as they 
^^faidj written monuments of antiquity^ and 
^^ poems^ and laws compofid in verfe^ for Jix 
** tbouf and years pq/i'^ It is ncedkls to oh'*- 
ferve how greatly they exceeded the bounds of 
truth in ^is boaft : but the Tyr^ans, who 
tpa(}ed, in ancient times, to their country, 
might have early inftruded diem in the art of 
writing ; and the Garthaginians, who were 
afterwards fettled in Spain, might have com* 
anunicated to all the othet^ Spaniards the know# 
ledg? and ufe of dieir letters^ A colony therci*' 

fore 
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BOOK IV, fore' from Baetica, or any part of the weliera 
^ ^coafts of Spaiiu may have brought into Ire- 
land the Punic or Phomician charaders : but the 
See It in Mr. alphabet, called by the Irifh Bethluis^nion, ap-* 
o Conor's pcars to be Ac Roman alphabet differently ar- 
l^ft^of^ire! ranged and reduced to the number of only 
land, p. 36, righteen letters, with the addition of fome 
i^* compounds, and with fmall variations in the 

form of ibme of the letters. One ihould there-* 
fore fuppofe that it is not very ancient, and 
the rather, as no Irifli writing, inconteftably 
Andquit. Hi- anterior to Patrick's preaching in Ireland, has 
bcrn. €• ii. evcr yet been publifhed. Sir James Ware in- 
^' deed fays, that he had in his poffeffion an old 
manufcript full of fecret charaders, called by 
the ancient Irifli Ogum^ in which they wrote 
what they meant to keep hidden or myfteri-* 
ousf but of what age he took the book to be 
ht does not inform us, nor how, if it wai 
written in charadters difierent from thofe abave« 
mentioned, that, or others, in which this an* 
cient cypher is found, can at prefent be de« 
cyphered, or could ever be underflood, by any 
modem Irifli. One may reafonably fuppofe, 
that in manufcripts written iince that natictti 
receive! the Roman letters from Patrick, ibme 
traditional truths, recorded before by the bards 
in their unwritten poems, may have been pre« 
ferved to our times: yet thefe cannot be £9 
feparated from many fabulous fiorks, derived 
from the iome fources, as to obtain a firm 
credit ; it not being fufficient to efltablifli the 
authority of fufpeded tradition^t that they cai^ 

be 
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be (hewn to be not fo improbable, or abfur<i, as 
others with which they are mixed ; fince there 
may be Ipccious as well as fenfdefs fiftionsi 
Nor can a poet, or bard, who lived in the fixth 
or feventh century after Chrlft, if his poem is 
ftyi extant, be any voucher for fafts fuppofed td 
have happened bdfore the Incarnation 5 though 
his evidence (allowing for poetical licence) 
may be received on fuch matters as come with- 
m his own times, or the remembrance of old 
men with whom he converfcd. It is therefore? 
iafeft, in writing the ancient hiftory of Ire- 
land, to be content with thofe lights, which 
foreign writers have given, till better evidence 
is produced by the Irifti themfelvcs : as, irt 
writing that of Britain, the moft judicious 
hiftorians pay no regard to the Welm or Bri-» 
tifh traditions delivered by Geoffry of Mch-» 
n^outh, though it. is not impoilible that fome 
of thofe may be true, but adhere to the in- 
formation, which contemporary writers o^ 
other countries afford, concerning the Britons* 
The v^y learned Bifliop StUfm^eet has> fuf-g ^^^^ 
ficiently (hewn, that the Pfalter of Cajhel is Britiih 
of no better credit, as to the accounts which Churches, 
it gives of the high antiquities of the Irilh,^ ^' 
tl^an the Britiih ronjance kbove-mentioned : 
yet on the authority of that book the greateft 
ftrefs has been laid by Flabarty, Keating, and 
otherSj ajB containing collections of ancient 
chronicles cpmpofed by the bards,, fupcrvifed 
by St. Patrick, and confirmed by the affembly 
of, the nation at Taragh, in the reign of 
Vol* V# C Laeogary^ 
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'BOOK IvT. Lj^ojgary, their firftChriftian monarch, wUh^- 
"" moft' extraordinary care to prevent any errors, 
or partial mifreprefentations. Waiting then 
till better fruits of this pretended attention in 
the Iri(h legiflature to the purity of their hif- 
tory (hall have been fhewn to the publick, 
we muft feek for other guides, to difcover to 
lis, fo far as it can be difcovered, the ftate of 
that people, when either no authentic hiftori- 
cal monuments exifted among them, or when, 
from the lofs of thofe that formerly did exift, 
we are equally deprived of that information 
which they might have afforded. 

Concerning the origin of the Irifli fomegood 
antiquaries have thought no difficulty occurs, 
becaufe their language itfelf, without any 
other proofs, declares tKem to be Celts. But 
that ancient people fpread wide, and colonies 
of them may have come at different times into 
Ireland, not only from Britain, but from Gaul, ' 
from Germany, and from Spain ; fo that to 
prove which of thefe is the mother country 
of the Irifh, or whether they are not a mixed 
Sec Ware, race, other teftimony is wanting. From Pto- 
^ '^- lemy's map it fhould feem that parts of Ire- 

land were poffeft, in the fecond century after 
Chrift, by emigrants from all thefe feveral 
countries.: but before the end of the fourth, 
and from thence to the age of which I write, 
one people is fpoken of, by contemporary 
foreign authors, aspoffefl^ng all Ireland, and 
diftinguifhed from the lormer inhabitants 
' of 



Digitized by 



Google 



' OF King HENRY IL t^ 

of that ifle by " the new appellatioii of ^OOK ijCr 
Scots. "* ' 

On the etymology of that name much dif- 
pute has arifen. Nennius, a Briton, who wrote See bis prc- 
in the year of Chrlft eight hundred and fifty- ^^S^; ^^^^'* 
eight, fuppofes Scoti to be the fame as Scytha^t^^^^ 94. 
and fays *' the moft knowing of that nation ^U'^- ^^it« 
" had told him, that after Pharaoh and his^f;^f' ^' ^* 
*' hoft were drowntd in purfuing the Ifraelites, 
" the furviving ^Egyptians were afraid that 
** a ftranger, who, having been expelled from 
*^ his own dominions in Scythia not long be- 
^* fore, had come and fettled in -^gypt with a 
*^ great family, fhould feize that realm ; upon 
** which apprehenfion they confederated toge- 
•* ther, and drove him out : That, after wan- 
** dering about Africa two and forty years, he 
** embarked on the Tyrrene fea, and paffing 
** by the pillars of Hercules arrived in Spain, 
'^ where he dwelt many years, and where his 
** people cncreafed greatly : That, one thou- 
** land and two years from the drowning of 
*' the .^Egyptians in the Red fea, the pofte-. 
** rity of this Scythian colony came from Spain 
*^ into Ireland, which till then had been de- 
** fert and uninhabited/* 

This account is no furthei' deferving of no- 
tice than as it fhews that the Irifli Scots, above 
nine hundred years ago, had conceived and 
propagated the notion df their migration from. 
Spain fo many ages before. But the circura- 
fiances of this and fome. later migrations, of 
the Scythians or Scot?, from that country into 
C % Ireland, 
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^OOKIV, Ireland, as related by Ncnniu5, are fo e\'idcnt- 
^"^ ^"'"'~' ly fabulous, that the credit ofthofe who re- 
Dorted fuch abfurdities to him is thereby loft,. 
Nor is it eafy to give a fatisfaftory reafon, 
why, if the Scots were a people of Scythian 
extra£tion, who came iiito Ireland from any 
part of Spain, in fuch very early times, that 
name, which denoted their original country, 
ihould have been loft and forgotten doring fo 
many agesy ami revived about the middle of 
!L XX. €• I. the fourth century, when (as appears by a paf^ 
fage of Ammi^mis^ Marcellinus) they were 
joined with the Pifts in making war on the 
Britons. No notice is taken ol^ them under 
that appellation in Ptolemy's map of Ireland, 
though he mentions the Concmii^ af Celtic 
people of Spain, as then fettled in that ifle^ 
This inclines one to fuppofe their migration 
pofterior to that geographer's time j but on a 
matter involved in fo much obfcurity I deter- 
mine nothing. It is enough to fay here, that 
a warlike nation called Scots bad full poffef- 
fion of Ireland, under the government of a 
king, whofe name was Lasogary, fon to Nial, 
or Neal, fnrnamed the Great, in the year of 
our Lord four hundred and thirty*two, when 
Pope Cadieftine the Firft fent thither St; Patrick, 
a native of North^Britatn, who in his youth had 
been carried a captive into Ireland, arid fome 
afiiftants under him, to preach the gofpel to 
all the inhabitants of that ifland. Obriftianity 
had gained fome little footing there, before 
this tmie, particularly in Monfter ; but to Pa- 
trick 
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trick was owing the ccmverfion of die king BOOK TV. 
and die body of the nation. The fiicility with *" 
which this converiioo was effefted is a wonder- 
ful thing, if the Britifii Druidifm was then 
efiabliOied in Ireland; for that cruel prieft* 
hood was fo inCereiled to maintain a religion, 
from which they drew the immoderate degree 
af power they enjoyed in . the ftate^ and had 
fuoh means of exciting the zeal of the people 
to defead their fuperftitions, that it is hardly 
credible they fliould fufier fuch a change to 
be made without a violent oppofitiout if their 
hierarchy had not, by feme extraordinay event, 
h^a wholly overturned,, or much weakened, 
before Patrick^ or any of his fellow-labourers 
in the work of converdng the Irifh, had come 
within: the verge of their tremendous jurif- 
di&ion. This m^y naturally have happened, 
if: we Aippofe the Scots to have migrated into 
Ireland from Spain about the end of the fe- 
^eond century : for in Spain v^ere no Druids ; 
that* osder having only obtained an efbblifh- 
ment in the Britifii iiles and in Gaul, which 
kft comtry had received it (as Caefar tells us) 
from Britain ; and therefore a people, unaccui* 
tomed in tlieir former abodes to thw heavy 
yoke of thefe tyrannous and bloody pricfts, 
might oddreiy (hake it off, as foon as they 
bad gained the dominion of all Ireland ; which 
they had time to do between the end of the 
ij^ood century and the middle of the fifths 
But. this is only conicftiure.—i 

C 3 Aidi^ 
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BOOK rv. Archbifliop Uflier has brought many evi- 
^~{jJ5j^77n ^co<:es to prove, that the religion which Pa- 
the Religion trick, and fomc other ecclefiafticks, who ac- 
'f^^f '^^rro-^ompanied him in his miffion, taupht to their 

felt by the A . r 1 n i L r 

Ir'.m and 3ri- converts, was m iubltance much the lame 
ti(h. vvith the doftrines profeft by the reformed 

church of England. But it had one blemifli 
in it from which that is exempt ; I mean a 
great veneration and fondnefs for monkery^ 
whieh, ev^n in that age, was attended with 
many idle and blameable fuperftitions, fuch as 
fullied the purity, and difhonouredthe wifdom 
of the genuine Chriftian faith. Thefe became 
in later times a fource of greater corruptions, 
which prevailed more and more, till the pri- 
mitive doftrines of the Irifli church were loft. 

Together with the gofpel the Britifli mif- 
fionaries introduced into Ireland the Romaw 
alphabet, and a general knowledge of the Latin 
language, A fchool was formed at Armagh, 
which loon became very famous. Many Irifli 
went from thence to convert and teach other 
nations. Many Saxons out of England re- 
forted thither for inftruftion, and brought 
from thence the ufe of letters to their igno- 
rant countrymen, the fame letters which Pa- 
trick had given to the Irilh.- We learn from. 
U iii. c. 2j. ggj^^ ^^ Anglo-Saxon, that about the middle 
of the feventh century, numbers, both of the 
nobles and of the fecond rank of Englifli, left 
their country, and retired out of England into 
Ireland, for the fake of ftudying theology,- or 
leading there a firidej life. And all thefe 

(he 
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(he affirms) the Irifh, whom he calls Scofs.^ooK iv. 
moft willingly received and maintained at their^ "" * 
i>wn charge^ fupplying them alfo with books, 
and being their teachers without fee 07^ r^- 
nvard. A moft honourable teftimony, not 
only to the learning, but llkewife to the hof- 
pitality and bounty of that nation ! 

Great praife is. likewife due to the piety of 
thofe Irifh ecclefiafticks, who (as we know CamdEritan. 
fix>m the clear and unqueftionable teftimony ^^cland. 
of many foreign writers) made themfelves the 
apoftles of barbarous heathen nations, with- 
out any apparent inducement to fuch hazar- 
dous undertakings except the merit of the 
work. By the preaching of thefe men, the 
Northumbrians, the Eaft Angles, and the^^«> ^-^J- 
Northern Pifts,. were converted. Convents Camd. Bman. 
were alfo founded by them in Burgundy, Ger- ^^"^^^ 
many, and other foreign countries, where 
they ciftinguifhed tliemfelves by the rigid in- 
tegrity and purity of their mann-rs ; fo that 
Ireland from the opinion conceived of their 
fanftity was called 7^^ country of Saints. But 
their real fame has been injured by the writers 
of their lives afcribing to them miracles, as ill , 
invented as falfe ; and it feems from the ac- 
counts of their panegyrifts themfelves, that 
ijie zeal of fome of them about trifles was 
much too warm. 

After the eftablifliment of the Chriftian re- 
ligion in Ireland the hiftory of that . country 
begins to be fomewhat more authcntick, yet 
G 4 . is 
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BOOK IV. is ftiu very full of moft improbable fiaions, 
^^ ^ ^out of which a few truths, fupported by other 
evidence, or, at leaft, not contradiAed, may 
See Mr, ^^^^ difficulty be culled. It appears that the 
oConoPs family of Nial the Great, after the interrupt 
^J^^/^^^tion of one reign on the death of Leeogary, 
land,' fcdt. XV, recovered and fixed in themfelves the love-^ 
andotherl^reignty of Ireland, from the year of our 
alfoW^re, H^ovd four hundred and eighty- three to the 
Anriquit. year One thoufand and two. Yet the princes 
^enfer", and ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ fucceedcd not to each other by 
Cwdc% right of primogeniture or proximity of bloody 
• but by the eleftion of the general aflembly of 
the nation ; which e left "on, through the power 
^nd influence of thofe kings who fucceeded to 
Lugad, the fon of Laeogary, was limited 
to be made out of fome of the princes of 
the blood of Nial, called by the Irifli Hy 
Nials, inftead of being extended, as it had 
anciently been, to all the defcendants of the 
Hcremonian family, from which Nial fprang, 
and vvhich had many mofe branches. At what 
time the Iri(h cuftom of clefting a fucceflbr 
during the life of the reigning monarch firft 
began is uncertain ; but it is fuppofed to haves 
been very ancient in Ireland ; and fo, doubt* 
Jefs, was ^he nption that minors or women 
v/ere incapable of fuccceding, or being elec- 
ted, Princes therefore of full age, and able 
to exercife all the funftion^ of royalty either 
in peace or in war, were the only competi- 
tors ; but (as it commonly happens in eledive 
J4«§doms^ the competition, often caufcd civil * 
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wars in the nation; for the preventing of BOOK IV, 
which, about the year feven hundred and 
thirty *four, a rule of alternate fticceffion was o Conor, 
eftablilhed in the two moft potent branches ^^^^P-"'* 
of the Hy Nial race. Clan Colman andTy* 
rcMie : but the refentment of thofe whom this 
partition excluded, and an impatience to reign 
m the fucceffor chofen by the power of a 
faction, were always troublefome and often 
fetal to the monarch on the throne, even at 
times when no pretence of a publick grievance 
exiftcd. In the long catalogue of thofe kings Ware, clri 
we find very few who were not killed m 
battle by the fwords of rebels, confederated 
agamft them with foreign enemies, or traiter- 
oufly murdered, or compelled to favc their 
Jives by refigning their crowns, and retiring 
into convents. It fometimes happened, when 
the ftrcngth of two competitors for thtf fo- 
vereignty was thought nearly equal, that 
they ended the difpute by both reigning toge- 
ther : and, in the ufual courfe of things, Ire- 
land, befides the chief monarch, who governed, 
the whole ifland, had five provincial kings, 
who all derived their defcent, or were fup- 
pofed to derive it, from the firft princes of 
leaders of the Scots. The power of thefe was 
fubjeded (fo far as laws could fubjeft it) to 
the fceptre of the monarch, but, in faft, they 
were crften uncontrolable by it, and more his 
rivals than fubjefts. 

Anciently Ireland (as we learn from Giral- 
^ Cambyenfis) was divided into five almofi: 

equal 
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BOOK IV. equal portions, namely North and South Mun- 
"" fter, Leinfter, Ulfter and Conaught : but af^ 
o Conor, tCFwards Meath, which, in that partition of 
WarT c. iv. ^^^ coiintry, had been . annexed to the mo-r 
aiarchy of the whole ifland, as a royal de- 
mefne, was feparated from jt, and given to a 
prince of the Hy Nial family ; in confe- 
quence of which it became one kingdom of 
the pentarchy ; another being compofed of the 
two Munfters united. There was alfo a great 
number of le;iier diltrids or loxdfhips, con- 
tained within thcfe live realms, and governed 
by thiefs pf fcpts or chns, fome of whom 
were called kings, and all exercifed a kind of 
regal authority over their, o\Vn people. In 
each dynafly, great. or lipal], the prince or. 
chief was cleded under the fan\e regulations 
as thje fuprcme monarch ; the rule of fuccef* 
fion being called tbe tanijiry lawj becaufe the 
fucceflbr, fo appointed in the life-time of the. 
perfon who governed the feigniory, bpre. the 
tile of Tantj}. What confulion muft arife. 
from fuch a multitude of fmall elcdive ftotes/ 
in one realm it is needlefs to obferve. The 
reafon of this inflitution, and likewife of the 
exclufion of females and minors from a capa- 
city of inheriting any territory of this nature, 
was, that as in the whole realm, fo in every 
fingle diftrift, there might be always a rulerr 
of fufficient abilities to protect the people there, 
acainft hoftile incurfions. From the apprehen- 
fion of thefe they were never wholly frei^.;. 
a^ their family-quarrels defcendcd, with im- 
placable 
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placable animofity, to the lateft pofterity, and BOOK ly; 
when revenge did not arm the neighbouring'' ^ 
fepts againft each othe^i, the defire of rapine 
did : nor was the power of the five provincial 
kings lirong enough, in their feveral domi- 
nions, to curb the violence of inferior princes 
and chiefbins ; nor could that of the fupreme 
monarch reftrain thofe kings from continual 
wars among themfelves, or from civil com- 
motions in each particular realm. The con- o Conor, 
ftitutional remedy againft thefe diforders was ^^^^^' P- ^-^ 
a triennial convention of the ftates of Ireland, ^ 
the decrees of which comprehended the whole 
authority of the nation : for all their writers 
agree that fuch aflemblies were coaeval witli 
the monarchy in that ifland: but the beft 
meafures there taken were often defeated by 
combinations of faftions ; and as the feveral 
chieftains, particularly thofe at the head of 
great provinces, grew more and more inde-. 
pendent, provincial aflemblies were fet up in 
oppofition to the national fenate, and the au- 
thority of the latter was gradually diminiflied. 
One caufe of the weaknefs of the fovereign 
power in Ireland was the . feparating from it 
Meath, the ancient demefne of the monarch ; 
fhere not remaining that due proportion of 
wealth, which was neceflary to maintain the 
dignity of the crown, and draw refpeft from 
the nobles. The royal revenues of the mo- 
narch, after this alienation, confifted in tri- 
butes, not of money, but cattle, and other 
necef&ries of life paid to him in kind. The 
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poQK IV. inferior kings bad fuch tributes, which thejr 
^ ''^'"'''^fubjefts paid to them, and likewife lands ia 
demefne. The lefler chiefs were fupported^ 
Ware, c vm. partly by lands aifigned to them in then: feve- 
*"^^^ ral diftrifts, and partly by tallages, occafional- 
iy impojed by them on their tenants, or peo- 
ple under their rule, at their own will and 
pleafure. One of thefe was a demand for 
themfelves and their retinues to be entertained 
at free-coft in the vifitations and progreiles 
which they frequently made through their 
fepts. But this and other exaftions, which 
it will not be neceflary to particularize here, 
were fgftened to the Irifh by the generous hof. 
pitality, wh^ch their petty princes and lords 
continually exercifed in their own dwellings : 
fof, whatevei: they drew, at anytime^ firam 
the people, they freely l^d it put there; aa4 
tl\eir ftrength ?Lnd fafety depending, . in then: 
daily quarrels with each. other, on the affec- 
tion of thofe who acknpwledged them for 
their chiefs, fome nj^eratioft and lenity in thft 
exercife of the'ur power was neceflfery for them^j 
aiid„a fepfe of their own iut^er^ft wowldvOperate 
as a check, where kg^l reftraints were toa 
weak, on their avarice, or other irregular paf- 
fipns. 
vL^^W ^^' The bferior teijiancies, belaw the degree o£ 
a tanift, were partible, by the cujftom of the^ 
Irifh. gavelkind, among all the males of a, 
fept, the Spurious not excepted. And if, after 
fuch a partition, any one of them died,^ his 
proportion wa? not fhared, among his fons, 

nor 
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n(nr £d k go by hrficritancc to the next of book iv, 
kin, but a licw divifion was made of all the '' - 
lands of thefcpt, in equal parts, by the chief; 
apraStce very diflferent from the Welfli or 
KentHh gavelkind, and of which the confe- 
quence was, that the landed property of the 
commons was perpetually changing from one 
man to another. 

Not only the inferior provincial king?, but Warc< 
all the nobles or chieftains bad, in their feve- 
ral diftri£b, hereditary judges, called by the 
Irifli hrebons^ who adminiftered juftice for 
them by the rules of a law, concerning 
which Sir John Davits, attohiey^general of 
Ireland in the reign of James the Firft, has 
delivered this opinion : " If we confider the 
" nature of the Iriffi cuftoms, \vt fhall find 
** that the people which doth ufe them muft 
" of neceffity be rebels to all good govern- 
" ment, deftroy the commonwealth wherein 
" they live, and bring barbarifin and defola- 
" tion upon the richeft and moft fruitful land 
•* of the World. For, whereas by the juft 
•« and honourable law of England, and by the 
** laws of all other well-governed kingdoms 
^ and commonweals, rturdet, manflaughter, 
^*rape. robbery, and theft are punifhedwith 
*♦ death ; by the Irifli cuftom or brehon law. 
*' the h^eft of thefe offences w^ puiiifhed 
** only by fine, which they called an erickeJ^ 
The feme writer ha<f elfewhere explained 'more 
at large the manner of laying this ericke\ and 
the cafes ift which it *wasr taten. His words, » 
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BOOK IV. which I tranfcribe, as of higher authoritj than 
"^ ^mine would be, are tbefe : " For offences and 
" matters criminal, none was of fo heinous a 
^' nature that it was capital ; for trcafon agaiiift 
" the chief lord and iijurder were fineable : the 
** fine they called an ertcke, which was aflH^ 
*< fed by the lord and his brchons. In. cafe 
** of treafon the lord had all the fine; in cafe 
" of murder the lord had one moiety, and 
*' the' kindred of the party flain the other moi* 
^^ ety ; fo as they never forfeited their pof- 
*' feflions or their lands for any offence, How- 
f beit their lands were fiezed by the lord?> 
** for their fines, until the fame were levied 
^^ there upon, and then reftored. Rape was 
*'^ fineable in like fort,, but theft deferved praifc 
" and reward, if the Health were brought into 
" the country, becaufe the lord had a fhare^ 
** and the country thereby became the richer. 
*« But the theft being committed in the country. 
" and carried out, if the thief were apprehen- 
*' ded before his friend made oflfer of his fine,, 
*« he was commonly puhilhed with death., But 
*^ the lord in that cafe might take an erkke^. if. 
"he would. The brehops, affifted by^cer-r. 
*« tain fcholars, who had learned many juleg, 
<* of the civiland canon law, rather oy tra-, 
" dition than by reading, gave judgement Iijl. 
** all caufes, and had the eleventh part of th?; 
*^ thing adjudged for their fee, and the chief 
*' lord's marfhall did executions.'* 

Having alfo defcribed the Irifh cuftoms .of 
taniftry and gavelkind agreeably to the ac-! 

count 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY II. ji 

cpunt which has been given of them here, he BOOK rv, 
ttus concludes: *' Tbefe are the principal^ "^ 
*^ rules arid grounds of the brefocn law, which 
" the makers of the ftatutcs of Kilkenny did, 
" not without caufe, call a lewd cujiorn ; for 
'* it was the caufe of much lewdnefs and bar- 
" barifm. It gave countenance and encourage- 
" ment to theft, rapine, and murder ; it made 
** all poffeffions uncertain ; whereby it came 
" to pafs that there was no building of houfes 
"and towns, nor education of children in 
'* learning or civility, no exercife of trades or 
'* handicrafts, no improvement or manuring 
" cf hnds, no induftty or virtue in ufe among 
** them, but the people were bred in loofcnefs 
*• andidlenefs, which hath been the true caufe 
*^of all the mifchicfs and miferies in that 
*^ kingdom/' 

* On thefe paflagcs I obferve, that if the na- 
tural effefts of the Irifli or brehon law, which 
was chiefly derived from old cuftoms, were 
fuch as this great lawyer and able ftatefman * 
fets forth, we have no grounds to fuppofe, that 
the ancient ftate of Ireland, when thofe cuf- 
toms \yere. lefs mixed with principle.; drawn 
from any foreign jurifprudence, could have ' 
been better than that of which he has given 
fo unpleafing a pi^fltire. • - * ^ 

' Caufes we/e tr'fcd by the brehons in the open Ware, c. vHi. 
air, and fnoft frequently on the tops of hillj; ' 
as they had been by the druids: and in fuch 
places the Irifli contmued alfo to hold their pro- 
vincial affemblies; where all differences or 
- ' * * ^' com-^ 
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Book IV. complaints between diftrift and diftrift, and 
^"■^'^^"^^^even private caufes of extraordinary impor- 
tance or difficulty, were heard and determined. 
To thefe meetings they came armed, fome 
on horfeback and fome on foot, as was ufual 
among all the ancient colonies of the Celts in 
their publick confultations. 

Giraldus Cambrenfis relates, that, during- 
the reign of Nial or Neal the Great, fix fons . 
of Mured king of Ulfter invaded and feized 
the northern parts of Britain, where a people 
defcended from the colony which they planted, 
ahd called by the name of Scots, had conti- 
nued to his time. Bede before him had faid, 
that a colony out of Ireland, tie proper coun-- 
try of the Scots, had come into Britain under 
tlie conduft of Reuda, from whom they were 
called Dalreudini ; and had added a third na-^ 
tion to the Britons and Pifts, obtaining among . 
the latter, by confent or by force, the fettle- 
nients they poflefled. But the time of their 
coming is not mentioned by him. From 
other \yriters we learn, that the weftern parts 
of Caledonia were won from the Pifts by 
Fergus, the fon of Erk, about the beginning 
of the fixth century; which is a hundred yeara 
later than the death of Nial, in whofe reigi| 
the firft migration of the Scots of Ulfter from 
that country, into North Britain, is dated by 
Giraldus. Camden cites an old manufcript 
which makes Fergus defcend from an Irifli 
monarch named Conair, whofe third fon was 
Carbre Riada, fuppofed to be the Reuda who 

13 
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IS mentioned by Bede- However this m^ book iy> 
have been, it feems a fa£t well-attefted, that "^ "^ ^ 
early in the fixth century a dynafty of Scots 
out of Ulfter beganto be formed In Argylefhire 
and the weftern parts of North- Britain, re-^ 
maining neverthelefs in fubjeflion to the fove- 
reignty of the mother country, Ireland, till 
the year five hundred and ninety, when, by O Conor's 
the ordinances made in a great convention of ^^^^'^'^^g^^J 
the Irifli ftates at Drumkeat, it was freed from land, p. 19. 
that dependance. About the year eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight the whole realni of the 
Fifts was £ubdued by a defcendant from thefe 
princes of Ulfter, Kineth the fon of Alpin ; 
£nce which time the name of Scotland hasf 
been given to all that portion of Great Britain 
fubjcfted to this vidorious king, from whom, 
and (according to the Irifh genealogifts) from O Conoids 
the ancient monarchs of Ireland, the royal ^-^S^^^Xh^- 
mily of the Stewarts is lineally derived. Th? landj p. 29* 
having fent forth a colony which has rifen to 
fuch a height of dominion and greatnefs is a 
glory of which Ireland may juftly boaft j but, 
whether thefe Irifh Scot§ and the ancient Cale- 
donians were not originally the fame people^ 
I do not pretend to decide. 

We learn from Bede, that in the year fix Bede, I Iv^ 
hundred and eighty -four £gfrid, king of ^' ^^* 
Northumberland, fent his general, named tJerth^ 
with an . army into Ireland, and miferably 
wafted the country ; which that hifl:orian con- 
den^ns, as an unjuft expedition againft a peo«* 
pie inoffenjive and moft friendly to the Engli/h. 

Voi.- V. D Berth 
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BOOK tv.^ Berth returned the fame year, without having 
"" made any fettlement in the ifland ; and the 
next year E^rid died, being flain in a war 
againft the Pi6b. Ijreland, after his death, re- 
mained unmolefted by the Northumbrian 
Ware,cjaiv. pnnces; but, at the end of the following cen- 
tury, the Danes and Norwegians, intermixed 
with other corfairs from the reft of Scandina- 
via, began to ravage its coafts ; and, when 
feveral defcents had been made, and great 
booties carried off, by different fleets of thefe 
pirates, a Norwegian leader, named Turgefej 
bringing with him greater forces, eftabliftied a 
tyranny over almoll the whole ifland, which 
he exercifed with intolerable cruelty and info- 
lence till the year eight hundred and forty- 
five, when Melachlin, king of Meath, having 
taken him prifoner, ordered him to be drowned 
in a lake. Three years afterwards, by repeated 
overthrows from the Iri(h,the dominion of thefe 
foreigners was nearly extinguifhed in Ireland ; 
yet new fupplies coming to them from that inex- 
hauitible hive,thecoaftof Scandinavia, they con- 
tinued to wage a bloody war with the natives. 
Mc^ff PH-^^^ The fierce fpirit of their religion cncreafing the 
mgrd-p. 1 1 73. natural barbarity of their minds, they turned their 
rage more particularly againfl the clergy, whom, 
they mafiacred without mercy, and in hatred to 
them burned their books, their fchools, and their 
convents. Among many learned men, who'Were 
driven by the terror of this perfecution to tak^ 
refuge abroad, none diiVmguiflied themfelves 
more than Albin and Clement, whom the em- 
peror Charles the Great received in his court and 
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honoured with his favour. Of the laft of thefe BOOK iv. 
it is faid, by a contemporary German writer, ' 

that through bis injlruilions the French might 
'Die with the Romans and the Athenians. John 
Erigena, whofe furname denoted his country 
fEre or Erin being the proper name of Ire- 
land), became foon afterwards famous for his 
learning and good parts, both in England and 
in France. Thus did moft of the. lights, which 
in thofe times of thick darknefs caft their 
beams over Europe, proceed out of Ireland ! 
The lofs of the manufcripts which the ravages 
of the Pagans deftroyed is much bewailed by 
the Irifli who treat of the hiftory and anti*- 
quities of their country, and may well be 
deemed a misfortune, not only to them, but 
to the whole learned world. 

In the year eight hundred and fifty-three Ware, cx^tln 
Amlave, a prince of the royal blood of Den- 
mark, and his two younger brothers, named 
Ivar and Sitrick, arriving in Ireland with a 
powerful army of Danes and Norwegians, all 
their countrymen there fubmitted to Amlave; 
and the Irifli, defeated in one or two great 
battles, were compelled to pay him tribute. 
By thefe princes Dublin, Waterford, and Lime- 
rick were built. In the year eight hundred 
and feventy Amlave and Ivar, with a fleet of 
two hundred fliips, invaded England as auxili-' 
aries to Hinguar and Hubba, Danifli chiefs j 
•from whenc6 they returned the next year^ 
with many captives and great fpoils, to their 
capital city, Dublin. Amlave dying foon af- 
D z terwards^ 
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XOOK IV. terwards, he was fucceeded by Ivar, whom the 
Irifli annals ftile iing of all the Normans m 
Ireland^ that is, of all the people who came 
thither from the North: but, their country- 
lying alfo to the eaft of Ireland, they were like- 
wife called Eafterlings, Eaftmen, orOftmen, by 
Ware, c. XXIV. the laft of which names, as moft ufually given 
to them, I (hall diftinguifti them in the courfe 
of this work. It would be tedious to men- 
tion ail the changes of fortune in the war car- 
ried on between them and the Irifli under dif- 
T^/i^^!^ ferent princes ; the fury of which was not lef- 
fened by their having turned Chriftians about 
the year nine hundred and forty-eight, in the 
reign of Congal or Congelach, fupreme mo- 
nardi of Ireland. Eight years afterwards they 
defeated and flew that brave prince, by whom 
they had been vanquifhed in two preceding 
See ir inr the battles. There IS extant an old charter, dated 
J^ ^^' from Gloucefter in the year nine hundred and 
fixty-four, and fuppofed to have been pf King 
Edgar, wherein it is faid, *' that the propitious 
*' Deity had granted to him, with the em- 
* •* pire of England, to fubdue to that realm 
^' all the kingdoms of the ifles of the ocean, 
•' with their moft fierce kings, as far as to Nor- 
^^ way, and the great e/i part of Ireland, with 
** its moji noble city of Dublin. ^^ The date of 
this charter falls in with the eighth year of the 
reign of king Donald the Second, who fuc* 
ceeded to Congal in the monarchy of Ireland; 
at which time Aulave was^ the chief of the 
Oilmen in that ifland, and ftiled king of Dub- 
lin* 
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Jin. The Irifli writers fay nothing of the fob- BOOK iv« 
jeftion of either of them to the dominion of ^ "" 
Edgar ; and what renders the authenticity of 
this pretended record very doubtful, is the fi-^ 
lence of all the ancient Englifh hiftorians 01^ 
thefe boafted conquefts. But the Irifii fpeak 
of a civil war which the fon of Congal main- Warc,cxxif. 
tained, with the affiftance of Aulave, in the 
year nine hundred and feventy, againft Donald 
the Second, two of whofe fons, in the year nine 
hundred and feventy-feven, leading his army 
againft Aulave, were vanquiflied and flain by 
that prince. Before the end of three years their ftidcnu 
father died, and was fucceeded by another (on, 
named Melachlin, who foon after his ele6Uoii 
won a memorable battle, in which pcrifhed al- 
moft all the chiefs of the Oftmen. But, in* 
ftead of following his blow^, and expelling 
the remainder of thefe foreigners oqjt of 
Ireland, he granted to them a peace, which 
enabled them to recruit their broken force; 
and, ufing their aid in a war againft the 
king of Leinfter, overcame him by their 
arms. From this time, not confidering tljat 
the temper of the Irifh would better endure 
any vice in the charaAer of their monarch 
than want of aftivity, he gave himfelf up to 
thepleafures of an indolent life, which fo funk 
his reputation, that in the year one thouiand 
and two, the twenty-third of his reign, he was 
conftrained to refign the monarchy of Ireland, 
to Brian Boro, or (as fome call him) Boroume, 
kiijg of Munfter. 

^ D 3 This 
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BOOK rv. This prince was the hero of the Irifli in that 
""'" ' age, having eminently diftinguiflied his valour 
and good condud in many battles he had fought 
againft the Oftmen, and in fome againft his 
tountrymen of other provinces, with whofc 
chiefs he had quarrelled; Age had given him 
prudence without taking from him vigour ; for 
though he was now little lefs than feventy-fivc 
years old, his mind and body retained their 
powers unbroken. He derived his defcent, (ac- 
cording to the received accounts of the bards) 
not from Nial the Great, or from Heremon, to 
whofe line a long-eftablifhed law or cuftotta had 
limited the fucceffion, but from Heber, Here- 
O Conoids mon's brother; and afferted (with others of the 
Oiffen. p. 50. provincial kings) that the race of this prince, 
by the original rules of the Irifh conftitution, 
were as capable of being elefted to the mo- 
narchy as any of Heremon's fons, and had in 
^ faft been elefted during the earlieft times of 
their fcttlement in that ifland. So antiquated 
a claim was not likely to prevail againft a 
praAice of many hundred years : but, what- 
ever doubt there might be of the goodnefs of 
the title which Brian fet up, their was none 
of his ability to govern the kingdom ; and he 
had in his fervicc an army of veteran fbldlers, 
called the tribe of Dalgais, about whofe valour 
moft incredible tales are related in fome of the 
Irifh annals, but who certainly were the beft 
militia in Ireland. Thefe removed all objec- 
tions againft his exaltation ; fo that Melachlin, 
yncjljle gijd unwilling to rcfift a competitor of 
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fuch ftrength, was content to yield to him BOOK iv. 

the fover^ignty of Ireland, retaining for him-^"^ w<— ' 

felf the fubordinate kingdom of Meath : which 
agreement was ratified by the ftates of the na- 
tion* Brian Boro, thus eledled, conftrained 
the Ofhnen to give up whatfoever they held 
in the inland parts of the country, and alfo 
to pay him tribute ; but left them mafters of 
all the fortified towns and principal fea-ports, 
namely, Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, l^ime- 
rick sand Cork, which their predeceflbrs had 
built, and from whence they continued to car* 
ray on a great trade, ufeful indeed to the Irifli, 
but not fo neceflary as to juftify the policy of 
this monarch in permitting them to remain 
poflefl: of thofe places, if he did it (as fome 
writers fuppofe) from choice. His defire to Wace, c.«cir. 
force Malmorda, king of Leinfter, to pay S.^°®^'* 
him a tribute, exaftcd by former monardis, 265. ^ 
but always complained of as unjuft and op«- 
preffivc, drew him into an inteftine war with 
that prince, to the general detriment of the 
whole Irifh ftate. IVfelmorda, whofe country 
was overrun and deftroyed by the forces of 
Munfier, made a league with the Oilmen in 
the year one thoufand and thirteen. Brian 
hereupon took great pains, though he was then 
in the eighty -fixth year of his age, to form 
a confederacy of all the other Irifli princes 
againft this alliance, and for the utter expuU 
fion of the foreigners out of Ireland. Sitric, 
fon of Aulave, alarmed at thefe preparations, 
obtained from the Norwegians in the ifle of 
D 4 Man 
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BOOK IV, Man and the Hebrides a powerful aid of goo4 
'^"^^^ ""^troops. Thus were formed two great armies, 
which jdiet and fought, in the year one thou- 
fand and fourteen, upop the plains of Clon- 
tarfe. The particulars of this battle are -fo 
differently related, that no certain account can 
be given of it here. The moft probable feem^ 
to be, that the lofs of men on both fides was 
yery great ; that Brian and his fon Murtogh 
were killed in the adion or mortally wounded j 
and that Sitric was. forced to retire into Dub- 
lin, the commander in chief of the Norwegian 
auxiliaries, and Malmorda king of LeinlVcri 
with many nobles and principal leaders of the 
Oftmen, being left dead in the field. 
55r^rc,c. XXIV. On the death of Brian and his fon, Melach- 
lin, king of Meath, refumed, without oppo? 
fition^ the fovereignty of Ireland, which he 
had refigned twelve years before, and fhewed 
himfelf worthy of it, by gaining, in the year 
one thoufand and eighteen, a complect viftory 
over the confederate forces of the Oftmen and 
of Leinfter. The lofs of men in the battle 
of Clontarfe and in this, at the diftance of no 
more than three or four years, extremely 
weakened the Oftmen : but their fecurity lay 
in their walled towns^ which the Irifli, un? 
provided with battering engines, and unlkiilcd 
ni the methods of carrying on a fiege, were 
unable to take, when any gobd defence was 
lbi<}em, c. iv. made. In the year one thoufand and twentyr 
three Melachlin died, and after an interregnum 
of twenty years was fucceeded in the monar- 
chy 
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rfiy by Dermod Macxnalnambo, king of Lem- BOOK iv. 
fter. During the reign of this prince, in the^ "^ 
year one thouland and fixty-fix, Gothric Chron.Maim« 
Crovan, king of Man, fubdued to bis domi^ 
nion the city of Dublin and a great part of 
Leinfter, fo far extending his power over all 
the Iri(h princes, that in a letter nrom Lanfranc, 
archbiihop of Canterbury, publiflied by Baro-* 
nius, he is called king of Ireland, And 
the chronicle of Man affirms, that he would 
not fuffer the Irifli (there denominated Scots) 
to drive more than three nails into any veflel 
they built. Three years before his death, 
vrhich happened in the year one thoufand and 
fcventy-fix, Dermod Macmalnambo, affifted 
by the arms of the Oilmen, fought a battle 
againft the king of Meath, in which he was 
(lain. Yet the fucceffion was not obtained by 
that prince, but by Turlogh Obrian, king of 
Munfter, and a grandfon of Brian Boro, who U{hcr,Sjriiog, 
reigned, with a fair reputation for juftice and EF^-^ibcrn. 
ether civil virtues, but without any memorable 
exploits in war, till the year one thoufand and 
eighty-fix, or (as fonie reckon) eighty-feven, 
when he was fucceeded by Murrogh O Brian, 
his fon. 

About this time a civil war divided the Oft* Ware, c.xuv^ 
men. Godfrey Meranagh, whom the citizens 
pf Dublin had eleded to fucceed to Gothric 
Crovan, took Waterford, which obeyed a dif- 
ferent prince ; but in the year one thoufand 
and ninety-five Murrogh O Brian compelled 
jbiPW, by wafting their lands, to drive out 

Godfrey 
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BOOK IV. Godfrey and eled another king. From hence- 
"^ 'forwards the cities and territories of the Oft- 
men appear to have been held under fealty and 
tribute to the feveral Irifh kings in whofc 
diftrids they lay ; and this people, addiding 
themfelves wholly to commerce, loft much of 
their \3lour and military fpirit, without mak- 
ing any great improvements in politenefs or 
the civil arts of life. 
O Conor's At the beginning of the twelfth century, 
^•^P; Donald O Lachlyn, a prince of the Hy Nial 
line, reviving the ancient claim of his family 
to the monarchy of Ireland, took up arms 
Cfanm.Mati- againft O Brian. While the nation was em- 
^^^^^^^ ployed in a civil war on this quarrel, Magnus, 
fumamed the Barefooted, king of Norway, 
having fuperftitioufly left bis realm on account 
of a dream, with a navy of a hundred and 
fixty (hips, fixed his feat in the ifle of Man, 
from whence he made himfelf matter of -all 
the fmaller northern and weftern Britifli ifles, 
as far as Shetland, and (according to fome hif- 
torians) of the peninfula of Kintire on the 
weftern coaft of Scotland. 

The information he foon gained of the 
weak condition of Ireland made him hope to 
add that to his other acquifitions, and this 
hope was to him a fufficient caufe of war : 
but while, by his orders, a great fleet was af» 
lembling, he went himfelf, with a fquadron of 
only fixteen (hips, to take a view of the coafts. 
In doing this, as he faw no appearance of 
forces drawn together to oppofe him, he land- 
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ed in Ulfter, and proceeding without caution BOO K IV, 
was furrounded on a fudden by a body of the "^ 
natives, who flew him with moft of his peo- 
ple. If this enterprize had been more wifely 
condufted, and the fuccefs had been anfwer- 
able to what the divifions among the Irifh 
princes, and the inclination of the Oilmen in 
favour of a monarch from whofe country moft 
of them originally came, feemed reafonably to 
promife, it would have erefted in Ireland a 
Norwegian kingdom, which, together with 
Man and the other dominions of Magnus, 
full of (hipping and good feamen, might, in 
procefs of time, hav^e compofed a maritime 
power, capable of maintaining itfelf,'perhaps for 
ever, againft that of the Englifh, and dif- 
puting with them the lovereignty of the fea. 
It may indeed be efteemed mott happy for 
this nation, that no king of Denmark, or of 
Norway, or of Sweden, nor any prince of the 
Oftmen fettled in Ireland, ever gained an en- 
tire doininion of that ifle -, for, had it remain- 
ed under the orderly government of any of 
thefe, its neighbourhood would have been, 
in many rcfpefts, prejudicial to England. 

The imminent danger, with which the law- 
lefi ambition and formidable forces of Magnus 
had threatened the Irifti, being ended by his 
death, the civil war, which before had divided 
that nation againft itfelf, was renewed with 
great fury: but, in the year eleven hundred Ware, cmcir. 
and fix, it was agreed that the ifland fliould ^j^^"""'* 
t)e eauall^ partf 4 between O Brian and Donald, 27o--'274. 
^ each 
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BOOK IV. each of whom was made fovereign in thd 
^ V— ^ moiety affigned to him. Yet, not many years 
after the conclufion of this treaty for the peace 
of the country, new diforders arofe, not from 
either of thofe monarchs, but from a young 
king of Conaught, named Turloch O Conor* 
The difquiet given to O Brian by the enter-* 
O ConcM^, ut prizes of this prince againft his authority, and 
'"^^ an infirm ftate of health, induced hiqi to re- 

tire from his throne to a convent, in the year 
eleven hundred and eighteen. O Conor and 
Donald then fought for the fovereignty of the 
whole ifland ; nor did the deceafe of the latter, 
which happened not long afterwards, put ai) 
end to the anarchy of this miferable country. 
Ibidem, p. The king of Conaught, for feme years, was 
^^** ill obeyed by the kings of Munfter, Leinfter, 

and Meath, whofe quarrels with bira ofca-r 
fioned great flaughter of the people, and gre^t 
devaftations, particularly in Munfter, the 
power of which he quite broke, and dividing 
that kingdom into two portions, called North 
and South Munfter, committed the former of 
thefe provinces to the government of Conor 
O Brian, and the latter to that of Donald 
Mac Carthy, Having acquired, at length, as 
abfolute a dominion over all Ireland as any 
of his predeceflbrs had ever enjoyed, he ob- 
tained from the Irifli, too prodigal of high 
titles, the name of Turlogh the Great. Yet 
his greatnefs did not hinder MurtachOLachlyn, 
king of Ulfter, the chief of the Hy Nial race^ 
from trying to wrefl the fovereignty from him 

tov^ard^ 
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towards the end of his life. The conteft was BOOK iv. 
bloody, but O Conor died on the throne, in Ware,"c. iv. 
the year eleven hundred and fifty *fix; after o Conor, 
whoift reigned OLachlyn, (whom fome wri*-^'^"^^ 
ters call Mac-Logiin) till the year eleven hun*-^ # 

dred and fixty-ux, when he was flain by a 
petty prince of a diftrift in Ulfter. Roderick 
O Conor, king of Conaught and fon of Turlogh 
the Great, who had vainly afpircd to fucceed 
to his father in the fovereignty of Ireland, o Conor, 
tK>W afcended the throne. He was formally elec- ^l^^'JC 
ted in a general aflembly of the ftates of the 
ifland convened by him at Dublin, and inau- 
gurated with all tlie ancient folemnities, which 
no other fuprenie monarch of Ireland had been 
fince Brian Boro. Yet, not withftanding this flie w 
of univerfal confent to his eledion, the peace 
of his reign was difturbed, within a very Ihort 
time; by thofe inteftine commotions, which 
the badconftitution of government in Ireland, 
and many other concurrent caufesof difcord 
jmd diforder, inevitably produced. He fup- 
prefled them indeed with great fpirit ; but the 
difcontents of the vanquilhed, or of thofe 
whom fear alone prevented from rebelling, 
continued to rankle in their hearts, and helped 
to caufe that fubjeftion of this very ancient 
monarchy to the imperial crown of England, 
which came to pafs in his days. 

The manners of the Irifli, as we find them v. GiraUL 
deferibed by contemporary writers, were, at this Cambrenf. 
time, very favage. They tilled few of their J^g^f;. , 
lands,' though naturally fruitful ; nor had they Neubrigcnfis, 
an)f iiidaftry or (kill in mechanicks or in ma- ^* "' ^ *^* 
4 nufai^ures, 
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BOOK iV-nufaftures, but wore garments coarfely made 
^] *' ^ of the black wool of their (heep, and lived 
chiefly on the flefli and milk of their cattle, 
or on wild roots and herbs. Their houfes 
Ware, cmi.^ were fuch as could be eafily raifed and eafily 
taken down, according as the convenience of 
hunting or.fifling, or removing their cattle to 
different paftures, or the fudden incurfions of a 
bordering enemy, might occafionally induce 
them to change their abode } and therefore 
were not built with brick or flone, nor ufual- 
ly with folid beams of wood, but with twigs 
of ofier or wattles covered over with thatch* 
Even thofe of their kings themfelves differed 
only from thefe in being more fpacious; fo 
that a caftle of ftone, ere^ed at Tuam by Ro- 
derick O Conor, was called by his people, af- 
tonifhed at tlie novelty of it, t&e wonderful 
cqjile! 

As for navigation, to which the inhabitants 
of an ifland, and an ifland full of good ports, 
are prompted by nature, we know from die 
Soilnus, c. teftimony of Solinus Polyhiftor, that the Irifli 
wliccxviiiJj^ his time ufed to fail on the ocean between 
Ireland and Britain in wicker-boats, which they 
cov^ered with raw hides, and which had no 
mafts, nor fails, being the fame with thofe of 
the ancient Veneti and Britons, defcribed by 
Caefar and Lucan. There is alfo in Marianus 
Scotus and Florence of Worcefter an account 
of a voyage made by three Irifh Scots, from 
Ireland to Cornwall, in a veffel of this kind, 
about the year our Lord eight hundred and 

ninety- 
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ninety- two. Whether their countrymen m BOQK ^* 
that age had other and larger fhips, I v^ill not 
determine ; but, after the Oftmen were pofleft 
of all their beft harbours, and matters ot their 
whole coaft, they could not have any fleets, 
but what they hired, or procured by fome pther 
means, from that people. 

Giraldus Cambrenfis {ays, " they went to^?P^«^ 
** battle unarmed, efteeming armour a burthen, j^l ^^ \^ 
** and thinking that ' their fighting without 
•^ fuch a proteftion was honourable to them.'* 
Yet this muft be underftood with an exception 
to the (hield, always ufcd by the Irifli ; but 
they made it very light, being only of wicker, 
covered with leather or raw hides. In not in* 
cumbring themfelves with any heavier armour 
they refembled the ancient Britons and the 
Welfh of thofe days ; as they alfo did in their 
outcries and clafhing of their arms before a 
charge, and rufhing furioufly on, without 
kecpmg any order, when the fi^nal of battle 
was given. Giraldus Cambrenfis informs us, 
in the paffage above-mentioned, that the of- 
fcnfive weapons ufed, in his time, by the Irifli, 
were fiiort lances and darts, of which each 
loldier had two, refembling thofe of the 
Bafques, (from whom he fuppofes their ancef* 
tors were a colony) and Danifli axes, which 
the Oftmen had introduced. Thefe laft, he 
affirms, they conftantly carried in their hands, 
wherefoever they went, in peace as well as in 
war. And he adds, that, in fighting, after 
their darts had been thrown, they caft at the 
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pooK IV. enemy ftones, provided for that purpofe ; m 
^ V 'the praftice of which their dexterity was fu- 
perior to that of any other people: but in 
ciofe combat they ufed their ponderous Daniih 
9xes, which they managed with one hand, 
though the Ofimen (from whom they origi- 
nally took them) could not wield them with- 
out the help of both. Yet, notwithftanding 
all the ftrength and agility of their bodies, 
in which no nation furpafled them, and fcarce 
any equalled, the want of order and ^ifdpline, 
and total ignorance in the art of war, rendered 
them generally unable to employ with advant- 
age thde excellent gifts of nature. It was alio 
a great dcfeft in their military force, that they 
had no good heavy cavalry, nor any long 
fpears, pikes, or halberts, v^ith which their 
infantry might keep off a foreign enemy's 
horfemen from breaking in upon them ; nor 
(hort, firong, and pointed fwords, to thruil 
with, as well as to ftrike. Neither is any 
^lention made of archers in their armies hy 
Glraldus Cambrenfis, in the particular accounts 
be has given of the battles betweea them and 
the Englifli, or in what he fays of their 
weapons and their way of fighting. It is, 
iherefore, no wonder, that, having arms fo 
inferior to thofe of other nations, they (hoiild 
be overcome, when invaded. Their chief fe- 
curity lay in their patient enduring of the 
moft fevere hardfhips. From their childhood 
■expofed to cold, to wet, and to all the inclcr 
mcncy o£ the feafons, they fuffered little by 

wanting 
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ihSitixig that proteiSion againft them, which ^^QQ^iv, 
is neceuary for niett hot to hardily educated ^"""^^^ ^ 
m more civiliied comfttries^ Thus their bogs^ 
woods, and mountains, were citadels t6 tbem$ 
which fi^reign troc^, not etitir^d to the wa j 
of Uving in fuch places^ could not eafiljf 
fi>fce. And hetice they defpifed all thofe arts 
which have t tendency to enervate^ either the 
body, or the mind ; abhorring to dwell lA 
gnat cities, or to flnit themfelves up withiif 
the walls cf &>rts* or to exchange the rougk 
freedom of uopohihed barbariiin for the ife- 
ceat reftraintB oi politenefs. The only ele- 
gance they indulged m their whole courfe of 
life was the ancient cufiom^ derived firom 
their moft remote anceftors, of" entertaining 
thdr guefis, with the mufick^ of the harp; 
in playing upon which Giraldus Cambreniis ^^grap^. 
affirms they grcatlv excelled his countrymen S;'^J°-„^'^ 
the Welfii : but the Scots of North-Britain 
(as the lame author confeiTes) had^ at the 
time when he wrote, the reputation of no lefs 
excelting them, thong A they bad learnt their 
art from them. Every chief had his harper, Ware^ c. vni, 
who was likewiffi a poet, or bard^ and iuiig . 
the exploits of the family to which he be-^ 
longed, at all their feafks* This office was 
hereditary by. the old cuftom of Ireland. 
The fon, however ill he might be qualified 
for it, fucceeded to the &ther, and With his 
profeffion inherited a portion of land from 
the demeihe of his lord« The ibngs of the 
bard had ufi^aUy mpre power to incite and 
Vol. V. E inflame. 
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BOOK IV, mJBlame, than the mufic of the harp to foft A 
"or mitigate the ferocity of the chief: fo that 
even this recreation, which feems to indicate 
fomething gentle and approaching to polite- 
nefs in the temper of the Irifli, contributed to 
teepnp that turbulent fpirit, averfe to order 
tind peace, which no prince, or legiflator, that 
their country ever produced, had fufficient 
ikill to controul. 

HTgrfe- ^;h fex« among them were generally 

c. 10. handiome and well ihaped i nature herielf, to 

^whofe care the fefliioning of their limbs was 

wholly left in their childhood, performing 

her work with peculiar beauty and ftrength : 

but the men deformed themfelves, by letting 

Ware, c. il. their long, bufliy hair hang down over their 

"^*"' eyes, and by enormous whifkers which they 

wore on their upper lips, refembling in thefe 

modes the ancient Britons and Celts, as they 

likewife did in their habit. 

Topograph. They were exceedingly jealous of their 

;^'^T;.^,^''^'<^i«^i^* Giraldus Cambrenfis accufes them 

m. C. 19, 2^» r n n 1 • 

_ of not unng to contract any regular marriages^ 

^ V with the proper- forms of the church, and oJF 

fre(]^ent]y marrying, in their own unCanoni- 

'cal manner, the widows of their brothers, or 

■fcducing them without marriage. 

Topogr.Hib. It was a praftice among them to give their 

Ware, c. via. ^^^^^^^^ to bc nurfed and bred up in other 

Sir J. Davics, -families, by a kind of adoption, while they 

edit. Lond. themfclves took in others, whom they foftered 

©.170—182.. -^ V- • 1 1 

m Ipe manner, trom a notion that more love 
was thus produced, and a clofer alliance con- 
« - ' trafted, 
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"trafted, than even by the neareft ties of blcSod. BOOK iv. 
This unnatural interchange was purchafed of ^ "^ ^ 
the richer by the meaner fort of people, and 
proved mdeed a ftrong conneftion between 
the former and the latter, as well as a cement 
of more extenfive and fadious confederacies 
between powerful femilies, which thus tiranf- 
ferred to each other all the ties of paternal 
and filial affeftion. They likewife held, to 
the fhame of reafon and religion, that the 
Ipiritual affinity, contrafted between thofe 
who were fponfors together for a child at his 
baptifm, obliged them ever afterwards to ftand 
by one another in all things lawful and un- 
lawful. For the confirmation of this league, ^^ J^^^ ^' 
which they called compaternity^ and of other xopogr. \iC 
compafts bet\veen them, they often received bem.Dift.iii. 
the facrament oi the Lord's (upper, and after- ^* ^^* 
wards drank each other's blood. Thus even 
the moft holy rites of Chriftianity, mixed 
witli barbarous fuperflitions, became to the 
Irifli fblema fandions of evil combinations 
very dangerous to the publick ! 

The ancient Celts were accuftomqd to fwear 
by their firms ; and the Irifli ufed the fame 
oath, which remained among them much 
longer than the times of which I write : but 
they feared moft to he perjured when they had 
fworn. by the crofiers of fqme of t^cir, fainted ^^g?^P^'.. 
.billiops, or. by the belljj in their churches, be- c. 7,1. 
.lieving that divine vengeance would inftant- 
ly attend the breach of luch o^ths. 

E2 We 
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BOOK TV. We are told by St- Bernard in his Ufc of 

v.Bcr^iardi^ Malachy, that, not only all the ckrgy, but 

Opera, edit, the whole nobility, and even tSe kings c£ 

s^Mi h' I^^J^^» ^^ account of the veneration they 

Vk. p.^19 57.had for St. Patrick, nvere in all obedience Jubn 

jeBed to the fuccejors of that prelate in the 

fee of Armagh. The power of thofe who 

held that iee, in which the prbnacy had been 

for many ages eftablifhed, was certainly grest 

in the temporal af&irs of the kingdom ; and 

it is evident from dear hiftorical paroo^, that 

V UAw he *^^' *^^ *^^ ^^'^^ ^^^ Hietr^olitan fees of 
Sciiiingfieet* Caftel and Ttam, had been, till the twelfth 

century, quite exempt from all dependence on 

any foreign fee, that of Rome not excepted. 

But the Oftnoen were not fo tenacious ^ the; 

Irifli of ihe liberty of their church. For, in 
WarcjC.xxiv. (ji^g yggy ^ ^yj. xJofni one thoufand and feven- 

ty-foiir, Patrick, one of that people, eleded 
biOiop of Dublin, folemnly promifed, jfor him- 
felf and fuGceflbrs in his bifhoprick, canoni- 
cal obedience to Lanfranc archbiftop of Can- 
terbury, and the fucceflbrs of that prelate. 
Ibid ^X whom, at the defire of the clwgy aijcd 

* people of Dublin, he was confecrated in Lon- 
don. It b hard to fay upon what this fub- 
jeAicMi was founded: for the city of Dublin 
was not then fubjeft to England, but under 
the government Gotbrick Crox'an, king of 
Man, and is ftiled in the words of the profef- 
fion of obedience n^e by this prelate, tb^ 
metropolis of Ireland. 

An epifcopal fee was erefted at Waterford 
in the year one. thoufand and ninety-fix.; and 

one 
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one Makom^ bom in belaud, but educated J££^Ji[j 
in Ei^knd^ where he had been a nx>nk, 
bdiig cfaoiea the firft bifliop, he promi&d 
obedience to the tec of Canterbury, and re* 
ceived confecration frcnn Archlufliop Anfekn. 
One cannot doubt that thefe prelates conceived 
themfelves to be fubjtd, as well as their pri* 
mate in Ei^knd, to the fupremacy of the 
pope ; and it appears, from St. Bernard's life 
of Malachy, that, before the year eleven hun- 
dred and thirty*nine, a legatine comiftlflion 
had beai given by Rome to a biihop of Lif^ 
more ; but that he had exerciied any jurifdic- 
tion in Ireland, by vhrtue of that charader, I 
do not find. In the above-mentioned year, 
while Innocent the Second was pontifT, Mala- 
chy, who had obtained the archbifhoprick of 
Armagh while his country was agitated with 
civil diflfentions, went to Rome for a paM, 
which (todfc the words of St. BemardJ ** ^^^i^'^nSaL 
** been from the beginnings and wasJHll want^ chi«,*c vu 
^* ing to the metropolitan fee^ Innocent, 
pleafed with this homage from a prelate whofe 
predeceflbrs had been io long independent, 
received him with great honours, taking off 
his own mitre, and placing it on the head of 
this refpefted gueft: but defiring to render 
the rapeft of a pall rather the aft of the 
Irifii nation than of their primate alone, he 
exhorted him to affemble a national council, 
and perftiade them to fue for that favour. He 
did not however difinifs him, after fuch an 
application^ without granting him what he 
15 J knew 
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BOOK IV. knew would pleafe him as well, the charac-^ 
^'" "" ' ter of l^ate in Ireland ; availing himfelf of 
the plea, that the bifhop of Lifmorc, to whom 
it before had been given, was grown old and 
infirm. Malachy therefore returned with this 
dignity into Ireland, and endeavoured to ex- 
ecute his new matter's injundions : but it 
feems that the Irifli nation did not readily ad- 
mit the propriety of making the unprecedent«p 
ed petition to which they were urged ; for 
feveral years palled away without its having 
been made ; and when the primate had brought 
his countrymen to apply to Pope Eugenius 
the Third, in the year eleven bimdred and 
thirty-eight, for this gift, which Bernard calls 
tbe plemtude of honour^ he died before he had 
time to convey to that pontiff the re^ueft of 
the council. Yet, on the foundations he laid, 
U(hcr, Dc Eugenius, in the year eleven hundred and 
PHrfi^uf* fifty-one, fent cardinal Paparo legate a latere^ 
P*.87o. * into Ireland with four palls, for the arch- 
Ware, e.xvi. bifliops of Armagh, of Tuam, of Calhel, and 
of Dublin ; the laft of which cities was then 
firft erefted into an archbiflioprick. Thus the 
badge of fubjeftion to the Roman pontificate 
was at laft received by the Irifli metropolitan 
prelates. 

While the legate was in Ireland, he ufed 
the opportunity to impofe on the clergy the 
unnatural reftraint of perpetual celibacy, to 
which, it may be prefumed, they fubmittcd 
the more eafily, as moft of tbem at this 
time indulged their dcfircs without: the form 

of 
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of marriage. Wc arc told by St, Bernard, BOOK iv. 
that before the eleftion of Ceallach (or Celfus) inVitis^M^ 
to the fee of Armagh, it had been held by p. 1957/ 
right fucccffive prektes, who were all mar- 
ned men. He adds that thefe prelates were not 
in holy orders, and (what is ftill more extra- 
ordinary) that this dignity had been, for fifteen 
generations, hereditary in the fame family. 
Malachy laboured more eagerly than any of 
his predeceflcMrs to bring the church of Irdand 
to a nearer conformity with that of Rome ; 
fbr which merit he is placed in the Roman 
calendar as a f^nt. Before he attained to ' ' 

the primacy he was biftiop of Conor Bnd^*^^35i^93^* 
Down ; and Bernard fays, that, when he firfl 
went into Conaught, he found the people of 
diat country more barbarous than any he had 
ever feen elfewhere, being Chriftians only in 
name, but in reality heathens, and beafls rather 
than men ; that they paid no tithes, nor firfl 
fi-uits, contraded no lawful marriages, made 
no confeflions, fubmitted to no penances; that 
the mmifters of the altar were few, and very 
negligent of their duty ; but that, by the care 
of this prelate, a great change was foon ef- 
k&ed in all thefe particulars. Neverthelefs it 
appears that much barbarifm remained, not 
only in that province, but all over Ireland, till 
the times of which I write. It was indeed 
hardly poilible to reform the evil cufloms 
which prevailed among the Irilh without al* 
taring their government; nor could that be 
accomplifhed by any other me^s, thg^n by. 
• E 4 their 
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BOOK iv^ tfaftr being fubjeaed tofomtmoit ciyiljfed* 

" foreign power, 

y. Giraid, Williaai Rufus, in one flf the e^dtcbot 

Srbm S' he msde againft the Wclfli, being on the rodw 

Tbria, 1. ii,c.;. of thc fcarcoaft ^d>out St. David's^ from whence 

he had a profpefl of fome o^ the Irifli hilldf 

ifaid to his attendants, that btwwldmah a 

bridge vith bis Jbips from ibat plaa to Jre^ 

land. But this and o^ier great d^gns> which 

his aQbitM>n had formed and his power might 

have executed,- were fruftrated by his death. 

DeH.L L i. William of Malmflniry tells us, that the 

^ ?■ nK>narchs of Ireland contemporary with Henrjr 

the Firft, king of England, were fo devoted to 

him^ that they did nothing but according to 

his commands: which fufamiffion he a£brtbes 

to their fear of his reiftraining his fubje^ts in 

this kingdom from trading with the Iri(h ; as 

without that commerce their country, from 

the poverty and the ignorance of its inbabttants, 

would have been of finall value, 

Henry the Second, ibon after he came to 
the cr6wii, propofed to undertake the conqueft 
of Ireland. But having no title on which he 
could poffibly found a kgal claim to that 
ifle, nor any reafonablc caufe of war with 
the nation, he took the only method of fup- 
plying thefe defeds, by colouring his ambi- 
tion with a pretence of religion. Nicholas 
Breakfpear, an Engliihman, was then bifhop 
of Rome under the name of Adrian the Fourth* 
To him Henry lent John of Salilbury witb 
letters, wherein he^defired the fanftion of the 

papal 
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papal aatlioritv to jufiify his intentim of boo k iv, 
fttbdutng the Irifli, in order t$ reform tbem.^ yr— / 
A tecpieft of this nature, which rappofed in 
the pope a power he wi(hed to idunie« could 
natbil of being favourably received at Rome* 
Henry's minifter brought from thence a ™^g^^^"^P 
of g^d to his mafter, tent by the pope as a fign pu'^'*^ ef 
of his invefting that prince with the kingdom !• t^ 
of Ireland, and delivered to him the foUow*^ 
ing epifile or buU» 

" Adrian, the bifliop, a fervant of the for-* S^'^'^"^* 
*♦ vants of God, to his deareft fon in Chrifl:-,. pf^!^ 
« Jefus, the illuftrious king of England, fends AppoKUx to 
" greeting and apoftolical bencdidion. The**'^^- 
** defire your Magnificence expreffes to extend 
'* your glory upon earth, and to lay up for 
** yourfelf in heaven a great reward of eter- 
" nal happinefs, is very laudaUe and profi* 
** table for you, while j as a good catbolick prince, 
*^you endeasQour to enlarge the bounds of the 
" eburcbp to declare the true Chrijiian faith 
<* to ignorant and barbarous nations^ and to ex- 
^* tirpate aH evU from the field of the Lordi 
** wbicb the better to perfomif you ajk the ad-- 
** vice and encouragement of the ap^olical fee. 
^^ In the accomplifhment of this work we 
•* truft you will have, by the affiftance erf 
^ God» a fucceis proportioned to the depth of 
^^ counfel and di^retion with which you fhall 
** proceed : forafmuch, as every thing which 
^^ which takes its rife from the ardour of 
f^ faith and love of religion is moft like to 
5v' come to a good and happy end. There is in- 

** deed 
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BOOK IV. u detd no doubt, that (asyouyourftlf aihrmx^^ 
^"""''^ ^" ledge) Ireland^ and all taker tflandsy which'. 
<* Chrijij the fun of Rigbteoufnefs has illu^^^ 
<* inined^ and which have received the doSirines 
*« of the Chrijiian faithy belongs of rights to 
^^ the jurifdiSlion of St. Peter and the mofi 
^< holy Roman church. Wherefore we more* 
^* gladly fow in them the feed of faith, which is * 
** good and agreeable to God, as we know that 
«* It will be more ftriftly required of our con- 
** ieience not to negledt it. Since then you have 
*' fignified to us, moft dear fon in Chrift, thatr 
<* you defire to enter into the ifland of Ire- 
*< land, in order to fubdue the people to the 
" obedience of laws, and extirpate the vices 
** which have there taken root, and that you 
^ are alfd billing to pay an annual penfion to 
** St. Peter of one penny from every houfe 
'^ therein^ and to preferve the rights of the 
^ church in that land inviolate and entire^ we, 
** feconding your pious and commendable in* 
^ tention with the favour it deferves, and 
" granting a benignant affent to your petition, 
" are well pleafed, that for the enlargement 
^' of the bounds of the churchy for the reftraint 
** of vice, the corrediion of evil manners, the 
" culture of all virtues, and the advancement 
^^ of the Chrijiian religion^ you fbould enter 
^* into that ifland, and cffeft what will con- 
** duce to the falvation thereof and to the 
" honour of God. It is likewife our defire^ 
^f that the people of that country fliould re- 
^ ccive you with i^ionour. and venerate you 
i^ as their majler : provided always^ that the 

** ecclefajlical 
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" ecclejiajiical rights therein remain inviolate anJ^OO K JV. 
" entire; and referring to St. Peter and tbe^ '^"^'^ 
*• m(fi holy Roman church the annual fenfion of 
•* a penny from every houfe. If therefore you 
** think fit to put your defign in execution^ 
♦* endeavour ftudioufly to inftnift that na- 
** tion in good morals, and do your utmoft, 
** as well perfonally, as by others whom you 
** know, from their faith, dodrine, and courfe 
** of life, to be fit for fuch a work, that the 
** church may there be adorned, the Chrifian 
*^ religion planted and made to groio^ and what- 
** foever appertains to the honour of God 
** and the falvation of fouls fo ordered, as 
♦* may entitle you to an eternal reward from 
** God, and a glorious name upon earth." 

When Henry acknowledged that Ireland 
and all other tjlandsy which had received the 
doBrines of the Chrifian faiths belonged of 
right to the jurifdidtion of St. Peter ^ and the 
moji holy Roman churchy he certainly meant a 
fpiritual jurifdiftion ; for otherwife this Con- 
ceffion would have given to the pope the tem- 
poral fovereignty of England, as well as of 
Ireland. But yet the purport of the bull, by 
which his Holinefs in effeft difpofed of that 
ifland, feemed to imply that the property, ot 
fupreme dominion, was in him : and it ^??^'^^Y' 1^^^^%^ 
from the words of John of Salifbury himfelf, ^^g^ j] i^^ 
whom Henry employed in this bufinefs, that c 42. 
this pretenfidn was founded on the forged do- 
nation of Conftantine to Pope Sylvetter the 
Second. Moreover Giraldus Cambrenfis, in 

reckoning 
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BOOK IV. reckoning up the claims whkh Henry bad to 
V. Hibcra. ' Ireland, mentions this grant of Adrian, and 
Expugnat. the confirmation of it by tbe authority of Pope 
^"* c* 7- Alexander the Second, as fufficicnt to anfwer 
all obje&ions, or cavils, agatnfi tbe preten- 
fions m that prince ; tie fuprtme pontiffs (as 
he lays) afferting to tbemfehes the fovereignty 
§f sll ijhndsy by a Jfecial right. He means 
by the donation (^ Confiantine above*men-' 
tioned. So extravagant ^^ere the ideas of tbe 
clergy in that age concerning the rights of 
the Roman pontificate ! and this ought to have 
made the temporal powers more careful, in 
their tranfa6Uons with Rome, to do nothing 
which might countenance thofc monftroua 
claims. It plainly appears by thi& bull, that 
Pope Adrian confidered the paymwt of a 
penny from every houfe in Ireland, which 
ha<i been offered by Henry, as a moft indif-^ 
peniable condition of the fandion he gave to 
this unjuft undertakings which was really 
fellipg the independence and liberty of the 
Irifh for fo much profit to himfelf and the 
appftolical fee. But he had a further view in 
fo llrongly infixing thereupon. For, though 
peter-pence, in its firft inftitution by King 
OfTa, was only eleemofynary, for thefuftenancc 
of poor Englifli ftudents at Rome; yet the popes 
had long ^red, that it fhould be underftood 
as a tribute^ by which their fovereignty was ac- 
knowledged. And the granting it from Ire- 
land, where no ancient ulage had eftabliftied 
fuch a gift, looked like a confcffion of that 

pretended 
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pretend^ right on the part of King Hemy. BOOK nr> 
The ring alio whkh thatj^ince received from^ ' "^ '^ 
Adrian^ as a maik of invedftitiire, gave an ap- 
pearance of his holding the dominion o£ Ire- 
land from and under the pope ; though it is 
certain he owned no fuch dependence. 

Upon the whole, dierefere, this bull, like 
many before and maiiy fince, was the mere 
t&cGt of a Ies^;ue between the papal and regal 
powers, to d^ and to affift eadii other's ufur- 
pations: nor is it eafy to fey whether more 
difturbaiice to the world and more inicjuity have 
arifen from their acting conjcnntly, or from the 
of^>ofiti(m which the tormer has made to the 
l^er! In this inftance the beft, or indeed 
the fole excufe, for the proceedings of either, 
was the fevage fiate of the Iriih, to ^ndiom it 
might prove beneficial to be conquered^ and 
broken tbereby to the falutary dtfcipline of 
civil order and good laws. 

We are told by the Norman Chronicle, durt OmnLNarni. 
Henry, m meditating the conquefl c£ Irehnd, «» «^' "S4* 
intended to give that kitigdom to Prince Wil- 
liam, the youngefl of his brothers, for whom 
no provifion had been made by their £ither. it 
mi^ be underfkood that he meant to give it to 
bim tinder homage and fealty to the crown of 
England, not as a fovereign and independmt 
dominion. The fame chronicle adds, that he 
was perfaaded, by the advice of his mother, 
the emprefs Matilda, to defer the execution of 
bis purpofe. It feems inde^ that the internal 
a^FS rf his government were not yet to well 
4 . fettled. 
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.BOOK IV. fetdcd, as to fuffer him to engage in an enter* 
" prife of this nature, to which he was not in- 
vited by any of the Irifli. He therefore laid 
up the bull he had obtained from the pope 
among the archives of his realm, to be brought 
forth at a more convenient feafon. Many years 
pafled without his having been tempted to turn 
his thoughts towards Ireland. But, about the 
end of the year eleven hundred and fixty- 
. fcven, an event happened there, the confe- 
Quences of which opened to him a way to that 
Sovereign dominion over the Irifli, which foon 
afterwards he acquired, and which has never 
fince been quite loft, but for a lone time ill 
maintained, and too often ill exerdted, by his 
«fucceflbrs, kings of England. 

The firft caule of diis moft important revo- 
lution, was Dermod Mac Murogh, or (as 
fome call him) Mac Murchad, king of Leinftcr, 
who, in the year eleven hundred and twenty^ 
.irirn Annals, fix, had fuccecded to his brother in the govern- 
" mcnt of that ftatc. He ruled it as a tyrant, and 

made himfelf very odious to the nobility of 
his realm by periidioufly feizing, in the year 
eleven hundred and thkty*leven, the perfons of 
fcventeen chieftains, the moft potent of whom 
he' put to death, and tore out the eyes of the 
others. Neverthelefe, as his tyranny was fup- 
ported by valour, and this very aft ftruck a 
terror intoall the reft of his fubjefts, he retained 
an uncontrolable power over Leinfter till the 
.year eleven hundred and forty-two, when he 
: was driven from thence by TurlpghOfi^riaij, 
i 7 king 
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kbg of Munfter, and fled for aid to O Conor, pQQ^ ^^; 
then monarch of Ireland, againfl: whom, in ^ 
conjunftion with Murchad O Melachlin, king 
of Meath, he had before taken arms.^ His 
prefcnt diftrefs, and a jealoufy of O Brian's 
exceffive aggrandifement, obtained the protec- 
tton he implored from O Conor, whpfe forces, 
with thbfc which Defmod was enabled to re- 
aflemble in Leinfter by the credit of this league, 
defeated O Brian, and flew fcventeen thou^nd 
of his men, in the year eleven htindred and 
fifty-one. The next year, O Melachlin having 
fubmitted to O Conor, he and Dermod joined 
that moharch, as head of the nation, in making 
War againft a prince who continued to oppofe 
him', namely Ternan O Ruark, lord of the 
Hy Brune Breffhy, a territory in the eafterri 
part of Conaught, comprehending the pro- 
vinces of Cavan and Letrim. This potentate, 
though he had married Devorgalla, the king 
of Meath*s daughter, was hated by her father, 
for having bafely taken part with his enemies 
againft him, and profited by his fpoils on a for* 
iner occafion. That king therdbre not un- 
willingly aflifted O Conor to fiibduc a rebel 
Vaflal, whom he himfelf wiflied to punifli. 
The confederates having won a battle againft 
liim, he was forced to retire into the faft- 
fiefies of Conaught, while O Conor took 
from him, as a fine for his revolt, a confider- 
able diftrift adjoining to Meath, and then re- 
turned with his forces into his ' own coiintryi 
"But Dermod^ who. bad long been in love 

with 
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BOOK IV. with DcTQigalla, a very beaiitiful lady, u(c<l 
*. ... y /jyg opportunity <rf the abfcnce of her hufhaiid 
from the place of her abode, to carry her oflf 
into Leinfter, with her own confeot^ aa4 
(what is ftill more extraordinary) with the 
aid of her brother, the governor of Eaft-Meath^ 
O Ruark, on thb outrage, implored the pro- 
tedion of the fovereign of Ireland, O Conors 
who generoufly granted it to him, and leading 
a great army into the confines of Leinfter forced 
Dermod, whofe pafiion had been cooled by 
enjoyment, to deliver up Devorgalla, with the 
valuable efie^ which her huiband, by the 
cuftom of Ireland, had givm her on their 
marriage, and which the ravifher had takea 
together with the lady. How her hufband re- 
ceived her, or whether, after her return, they 
ever cohabited, the Irifli annals do not &y f 
but they tell us, that her condud was irre* 
proachahle from that time i that, in the yeftr 
eleven hundred and fifty-ieven, when the 
chiurch of Drogheda w^ confecrated, (he made 
a donation of nxty ounc^ of gold for the good 
of her ibul, md gave a golden chalice for th^ 
altar of the Uefled Vir^, , with many other 
rich giftSf to the abbey of Drgtgheda, where, 
file died in the year eleven hundred and ninety^ 
three, after a penitential retreat of {even years. 
Her father, the king of Meath, had furvived 
the difiignour brcAigbt cm his femiiiy only a 
few mondis. The next year, eleven hundred 
and fifty *£^ur, O Ruark, at the head of his 
own tiXK>p$ out of Coowpgjhtj entered Leinfbif 

and 
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mi i»r^)e4 it mik all tlje fpry qf reTfi»e, BQQIC IV- 
Imt. could not ?xn^ Poraw^, who, ^er w*"' •" ' ' 
droEflife 9f Tvrlpgh O Cprvwr, t»lf i«(g ^art wM;|i 
im f|i«:cf09r» Murtfiii O I^achlyri, M;ainft R<j- 
4eqok O CqjKW» w^s, by th<e aid of that tOQ* 
MBPclu ircMTod in t^ ^uijct po^^^ion of JUein* 
ihr t|I} tjbf yew elev^ hupdrc^ «wd fixty-fot, 
whfl» O Lfi^yn being Oatn, Roderick Q Conor 
«|>tMiiQ4^f(Hrei^ntyof jke^an4. Thisjn%de 
^ creil jdb^gie «i tl}« ckqnqfiftancee of pernjod. 
Htf fiHway W9S on l|he ^one, yilk^ d his 
^aend. AU who h^ted hioi, in which number 
were moA o(la^ A^je^ts, now joined with the 
hvQX^^M defining; :t9 t^jce ^ full reven^ 
t^Qii him iior old or recent c^e^ces. The 
lliiWS«fCQn«igh(t, ^.Me?<h, and of.the Oft- 
men of Dlwblin, mtder the cofumand of O Ru« 
«de« invitded his cou^^ j his vaflals fbrfook 
him ; he retijvd to I^ernes, at which place he 
had ic$rti fod, t^ enemy following him, be 
ict fik« to theitpwn, and fled from thence into 
£ngbuid« This w^idlution appears to have 
^leagi 0iddfiiUy taken, without concert with 
Henry* ^ijMH he did not find in that king-r 
<k»n, bttt, being in^xn^d that he was in 
Aqokame, went tp hint there, and, as a king, Hibem. Ex- 
in wlaak pstfoo the j»yaj dignity had been in- P"g'»»t' i- '• 
jnred, com]^^ned of ^ difloyajty and re- 
bdHon of bis fubjc^s^ fupp^wfted (as he fald) 
hysL naUciou* «oQ»b«ation of the other Iriih 
{vince>» ng(M ^h<?fc jxwer he begged the 
^ffibncc lof Himyi OKriag, if reftored by 
ikataanmMiim lfMigd««ib whtQh.his ^nceftors 

F had 
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BOOK TV.^ had ruled over for many ages paft^ to bold ft, 
^ as a fief, under homage to England. This 
bribe difpoied Henry to be not fo attentive «s 
he ought to have been to the merits of Ac 
caufe, and the diihonour it would bring upon 
his own moral char^fter to fupport a wicked 
tyrant, whom his countrymen had molt juftly 
driven out of their ifland. Princes ufually 
weigh confiderations of ftate *in the fcales of 
policy, not of juftice. Henry faw the advantage, 
if he (hould ever purfue his former defign up* 
on Ireland, of having there a vaflal kins^^ 
obliged to him for the recovery of his domi- 
nions, and at enmity with all the other Irifli 
princes-. For this reafon he thought fit, after 
having received an oath of fealty from Der* 
mcd, to give him letters patent in the follow- 
Hibcrn.Er. 'mg words ; '* Henry, king of England, duke 
pugnat. . 1. ^^ ^^^ Normandy and Aquitainc, and earl of 
" Anjou, to all his liegemen, Englifli, Nor- 
** man, Welfli, and Scotch, and to all the 
** nations under his dominion, greeting. When 
^ thefe letters fhall come to your hands,^ know 
** ye, that we have received Dermod, prince of 
** Leinfter, into the bofom of our grace and 
** benevolence. - Wherefore, whofoever, in the 
*' ample extent of all our territories, (hall be 
** willing to affift in reftoring that prince, as 
*' our vaflal and liegeman, let fuch perfon 
^' know, that we do hereby ^rant to him our 
*' licence and favour for the laid undertaking/' 
This mode of afliftancc did not fo dhre6ly 
engage the king of England in a war with the 

Irifh 
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Irifli nation, as tbe fending again ft them any^O^^ i^* 
forces under his own royal ftatldard ; and Der* ^— — v— — ' 
ntod reafonably hoped, that tbe adventurous 
fpirit of the Englifli nobility would make this 
recommendation eifeftual to his fervice. He 
therefore went into England ; and a decent pro- Hibem. Ex- 
vlfion being allowed him by Henry out of the P 'g*^^^- ^- *• 
royal re%^cnue^ he fixed his abode at Briftol, Lambeth 
from whence, by means of the commerce which Manufcr. 
was conftantly carried on between that city 
and Ireland^ he might have frequent intelligence 
of what happened in Leinfter, where he ftill 
correfponded with fome of his moft devoted 
friends. Here he produced the letters patent he 
bad obtained from King Henry, and having 
publickly read them added liberal promifes of 
lands and other rewards to all nobles or foldiers, 
who would aid him to regain pofl'effion of his 
kingdom. But the danger of trufting to the 
good feith of a tyrant, or the apparent diffi- 
culty of the enterprife, fo difcouraged men 
from it, that for fome time he met with no 
fucccfs. At fcngth a great baron, Ri^ihard de NcubngcnC 
Clare, earl of Pembroke, furnamed Strong- ' "* 
bpw, as his father had alfo been before him, 
was impelled, by the indigence into which he 
was lately fallen, to delire the advantages 
oflfcred by Dermod, who propofed to give him 
his eldcft daughter in marriage, and with her 
(as he had no legitimate fon) tbe fucceffion to 
his kingdom, on condition that the earl fhouid 
raife for his ferrice, and bring over into Ire- 
land, a good body of forces, before the end of 
:/ . . Fa the 
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BOOK iv> tfao mjct fpring. This k was b the powtt of 
that nohleman to perferm, noCwithftaMBng 
the bad drcuoiilances of his prdfent fortuoei 
becaufe thofe very qualities which had reduoed 
him to poverty enckared him to his vaffids^ I 
mean bis promfe^ extravagant gcnerofityt and 
a certain greatnefs of mind, whidb^ while it 
afpired to the higheft (^eSs» gave no attention 
to fmall ones, and confidered cesconomy as a 
virtue bdow its pitch. 

On the compaA made by Dermgd it is ne-* 
ceflary to obferve, that although, t^ularly, 
by the ancient conftitution of Ireland, no huh 
kingdom deicended to the daughter of a princci 
or the hufband of fucji daughter, yet, eleftions 
being ufually carried on by force in all tfaf 
governments these, Stron^x>w ccnild not much 
doubt, that, if his arms ihould prevail hi the 
enterprife of reooverk^ Leinfter forDerraod» 
they would alfo enable him to fecure to him«» 
felf the fl^mlated fuqceffion after the death 
of that king. 
Hibcm. Ex- Thefe preliminaries beii^ isttled, Dermod 
P^f;^^-/-*- departed from Briftol, and went to itfide at 
St. David^s, from whenoe the paflage to Ldn« 
fter» with a &vourable wind, is <mly o£ one 
day. He theri^ engaged in his fervice two 
young nc^lemen of great rank, Maurice Fitz* 
gerald, and Robert Fit£ftq>hen, who were 
both £ans of Nefta a princeis of South Wales, 
mentioned before in this work, on account of 
her amour with King Henry the Flrft, and as 
mother to Robert^ the ^mous^carl o(Gloceftcr« 

Maurice 
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Maurice Flt2gerald was the offiprine of licr BOOKll^ 
Mrfeqtient marriage with Gerald de Wmdfot,^ "* •^*'" ^ 
itti Enf^ih baron in Scmtb Wales^ and Robert 
Fitzft^en of another, whidi, after the dvath 
of that Icrd, ihe made with'Stepbeo, who was 
cooftable of Cardigan caftle and preiided over 
thfit province^ On the kft revolt of Rhees 
ap Grjrffyth againft Henry the Second, Pitz*- 
ftqphcn, ^o had fucoeeded to his fadier^s 
c^Sce^y was treacheroufly fcized by the Welflr, 
and delivered to their prince, his coufin ger«* 
Iban on the mother's fide, who kep\ him in 
piifon three years, and then freed him on con^ 
dition pf joining his party. The bad confe* 
quences, ^hicfa^ on Henry's return into Bri- 
tain, bcxh the brothers might fed from this 
(onftnuned obligation, inclined Fitzftephen and 
Fitzgerald to cldTe with the propofals , made 
hy Dtonod, whp o£&red to give them in fee, 
wider homage fo bimfelf, the city of \ycxford, 
And two cai^treds (or hundreds^ adjoining there <>* 
unto, if they would bring into Leinfter, as 
arly as they could in the next Ipring, a band 
of Englifh and Welfli, \p aflift the attempt he 
then determined to makp for the recovery of 
diat realih* The hifhop of St. David's, their 
brother, prevailed on Khees ap Gryifyth to 
let them take ibis opportunity of witb- 
drarwing themfelves out of Wales, and avoid* 
ing a war^ ifi which tfiey otherwife might be 
forced, by their contrary engagements, moft 
unnatdrally to fight agftif^ each other. 

F 3 Dermod, 
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BOOK IV^ Dcrmod, therefore^ having happily con- 
^ ''Hudcd his treaty with thcfe two chiefs, and 
Jtrufting aUb. to that be had made with Earl 
Strongbow, ventured to go into Leinftcr, and 
lying jconceakd in a raonaftery, founded bjT 
bim on the bin ks of a little river near Femes, 
paflid the winter unmoleft^d by any of his 
enemies, who fuppofdd fcim ftill hi Great 
Britain. The fidelity of the monks, in thus 
harbouring and protefting their unfortunate 
benefaftor, deferves great praife. In this, re- 
treat he negociatcd, as privately as he could; 
^ with fome of his moft trufty friends, and 

gained from them information of the pre&nt 
Ibfe of .'Leinftcr, and, in general, of all Ire- 
, .^ ^ , land;.: It appears that no care had been t^ken 
laih Annaia. j^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ expulfion frbm tbtnoe, 

to make a proper provision for the govern- 
ment of it, by putting into his pjbcc another 
prince of the family, which, during the courie 
of many centuries paft, had ruled over idiat 
province* O Ruark had deftroyed the fott^of 
Femes, which Dermod had erefted, and then 
returned with his forges to that diftrift in 
Conaught where his principality lay. The 
monarch Roderick O Conor was bufied* in 
fettling the partition of Miinfter between Mac 
Carthy and O Brian j which he did in fiKh a 
manner as much offended the latter, Leinfter 
was left in a ftate of anarchy very favourable 
to Djrmod, who had fkill enough to improve 
the negligence of bis enemies to bis a\yn ad? 
vantage. Very early in the fpring he fent 

: . Maurice 
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Maurice Regan, his mterprcter and fecretary, book iv> 
hack into South Wales, to hafien the coming Lambeth 
of Fitzftephen and Fitzgerald, tmpowering alto Manuicr. 
I^at agent to treat with other perfons who 
might be willing to aid him in regaining bis 
Idngdom, by promifing ample recompehtes in 
lands of inheritance to. thofe who fliouldchiiie 
to fettle there, or in money or cattle to others* 
Thb procured him a few Flemings from the WH Annalip 
colony of that nation at Tenby and Haver- 
ford Weft, and fome WeMh whom the icm 
of a petty prince of South Wales had under 
bis conduS. On the arrival of thefe, before 
the other fuccours he expeded were ready, 
be put himfelf at their head, and, being joined 
by fome bands of his adherents in Lemfter, 
attempted to recover certain parts of that coim-* 
try, not prepared to oppofe him» His enemies^ 
Vfho^uktw nothing of his winter refidence hi; 
the moiiai}:ery adjacent to Fernes, were much 
forpriied at his fuddeu appearance in arms, and 
{u{]^&d him juft landed : rumour greatly ex- 
aggerated the number of foreigners who were 
. under his banner ; upon wHich alarm the Irifh 
nKHiardi, and Teman O Rnark, with all pqfr 
fible diligence aflembled. feme forces, and met 
him at KilOfiia. Aikinniih enfued, in which Ibidem* 
wasilain O.Mahoni, a principal officer under 
Roderick ; and a fecond, in which fell the 
tanift of O Ruark (that is, the fucceffor eledi 
to his prindpahty) and the fon of the Wcl(h 
prince confederated with Dermod, whom the 
Irifli annaliftscall the branjefi yojutb of JiU Bri- , 
F4 tain. 
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BOOK IV. fffiff^ Biit Dcnnod, who bad hoped that Fifij^ 
^' ^ftephcn and Fitzgferald^frotild havfc conid td 
hli aid with iibeir troops before the Gtdnaiigkt 
militia cotild be draWn ihtD Jjeiqileri finding 
IttkiftK difappc^nted in this expedaddn* had 
rdcet^ to a treaty with Rdderick and O Ruark^ 
fikbrhtttlag himfelf to the former^ ^nd pajin^ 
te tSst latter a hundred ounces of gdld for his 
• prtttoftioft. The refentmcnt rf ORuark was 
mitigdtbd by this gift^ and Rodtiick was ciln«» 
Itnt to leare Dernibd . in poffiffion of teri ian-> 
trcfds irt Lbinftcr (odt i&f ohe and thirty where* 
of iihdt p!roVirice was conipoifed) for Ihe fup*^ 
pobt of his digtiitj^ taking from him £bveh 
hoftages fot his future frdelity, Tius was a 
capital etn>r in the condud of thdfe prtikces^ 
who-migbt have cmihed him before Im mm^ 
liarieB coald airivt ; but thtf wcfc ij^mrattf 
of the tttattei^'he bad made iii Great Britainj 
and dectired l^ hii Ulti profefiiens^ cr calieii 
68^ from any further 9tt?e]!)ticn to hiih^ b/ 
other dbjeds which feemed to them kilote imn 
portant at this junftikK of time. Yet foon 
afterWatds Roderick, on feme tfipdrt of new 
filiccoisrs Dominj^ tA Dermod from: Emriand^ 
drew to f^iblin a/grtat 4rmy from^^e tevciral 
iri/h Annals. pTO^^ittceB Under his domihibn^' vk irfddrtoop- 
pofc die npj[^rebended invafion : bilt/llis fie^ bc^ 
ing removed by rother inteiligettce^ be dif- 
banded the jgrrateft part o( th6fe troops ; a 
hkfiy tneafure, of which he qiakidy.irapeitCed: 
Hibem. Ex- fo^ gj^^^ ^^^ beglfaning of May m this year 
€icv*eii Jiimdired and fixty-nme, FitMtepnert 

landed 
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hiAoi at cm Hlaad hi Bmougli faay^ not fiurSOOK IV. 
fimii Weiford, with thirty knk^ who wcrc ^ ' * ' ' ^ ^ " ^ 
att of his kindrtd or hou&facSd^ Gttf matt 
nea at «ms^ and three hundred ikiUbl altfacn^ 
tbft flower of South Wales, fekded hy him 
iot ^sktvkt. Tiw cfakf himfidf (if his ae^ 
phew^ Giraldus C^nbrenfist has painted hint 
trulj) \traB difiingui(hed hj a fttture xnd 
ihrength of bodjrfurpiffiog the ordinary couiict 
6f natur^ bjr a gmceful dignity of sipeSt^ by 
a found dnd acute undcrflmiding, by agrees 
aUe Itaannefs^ and a bountiful hevt : but theft 
pcrfedkmd were di%kaced by an inordinate 
love of wine and women* ikrvey of Monnt^ 
mauricei Stroiiffbow's unde, was deputed by 
thnt hxd to affift Fitzfiephen with his coun-^ 
&ls in> die conduct of this expedition, under-^ 
takciui^s it frems) in ootuxrt with the eadi« 
Mainryce de Plcn d erg afl , a knight of the pro^ 
vino^ of Penibrdke, highly eAeecpad for hii 
tndeuri 6t fiwi from Milford Haven, and 
laikdcd^t tile ^kmc plttce in Banough bay, the 
day after, with ten horfemen^ iand a Confi*« 
deraibk bo<fy of afcbcrs. Fitegerald and the 
earl f^omifed him and Fitsftcpfaen to follow 
tfafem into Leinder^ as foon as the levies they 
were nuking anK)ng their own vafikls, or from 
the neighbouring diftrids inhldjited by die 
Weifli, fhovikd he completated. The mnoes^ 
iioW fcbt, vihouid, they fuppoied, be fufiicient 
to mnke ibeniEfelvis maftcfs of fbme ftrong 
pofr, tot fottified town, oli the ooaH^ with thft 
nelp vi fuch IriKh ^ Dermod might join to 

them. 
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»0OK iv;them* \Vh6n that prince heard that Fitifte- 
%.,k V ■"■■'' phen and Preudergaft were landed, he fent 
Donald ' Keveaagb, one of his natural fons, 
to wdcoine them in his name, and foon after- 
wards came-himfelf, at the head of five hmi-* 
dred oi hi$ beft Lelnfter troops, kept in readt* 
Lambeth ^els fof thid f^Tvice. Gn his arrival the fore^ii 
^^^^^* chiefs and foldiers took an oath of fealty to 
him ; and the.«ext mbming he led them, in 
conjundion with bis nien^ to ilorm the city of 
Wexford. , The citizens, hearing of their ap* 
proach Go: the fuburbs^ £iUied forth with in^ 
tent to give chem inftantly battle. They were 
Kbcrn. Ex- ajj OAmea, a»d' near two tlifimiand in num- 
pugnat. 1. 1. j^^j ^^^^ vihm .they came with'm fight of 
the eneiny, and beheld the army drawn up, 
according . to^khs . exct^IlenC dik^>Mne^ of the 
Nofoiansi tfae;eavali^;;flaaikmg the lookers, 
and the horfbinea ^litteriqg with their (hidds, 
habergeons^ and helnidts, M>f Ttpoliflied iled,' 
they were feized with'ji fuddben terrqr^ and 
precipitately retirit^ fet ;ti»e to the fuburbs, 
and betook. tUtmiiiBlves t<» the town. Fitz^ 
&ephen hereupon^ commanded his men at arms 
to go aiul &11 up the ditch, while his arq^ersy 
at fome diftabce^ ^annoyed the Oftmen^ .who 
were pofied on the ramparts and battlemeitte; 
with continual ifliowers of*arrow8, Thb being 
performed, he' kd on his: men at' arms to 
fcale the walls* They advanced with loud 
ihouts; but the citizens cailing down, on the 
heads of the aflailants, huge ftohes and beanif 
of wood, by one of which. Richard Btarry, a 

nephew 
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Viqihew to Fitzftcphen, was tumbled into the ^OQ^ rv; 
diteh, and many others were much wounded, " 
this aflault was repelled, and the general con« 
tented himfdf, that day, with burning all the 
fliips which lay at anchor in the ftrand before 
the town. The next morning he refolved to 
renew the attempt, and to prepare his men 
for it ordered mafles to be faid before the fe* 
veral bands; but made his approaches more 
cautioafly than before, intending (as it feems) 
to fap the walls, according to the rules of the 
military art in thofe times : which when the 
citizens faw, their hearts failed them, and they 
fbughl: to capitulate. Two IriOi bifhops, who 
happened to be then in Wexford, mediated for 
them with Derfaiod, and obtained from him a 
pardon of their rebellion againft him, on con^ 
dittoH'of their inftantly furrendering the town; 
and ^eiiTering to him four hoftages for dieir 
foture obedience, chofen by himfelf. '- ^ 

Wicxfoid being thus taken, the king vwy Hibcm. Ex^ 
hpnourably performed his engagements, by^^^J^^*- 
giving it to Fitzftephen with the two ac^cun-^ 
ing cantreds, for him and bt& brocher. . At 
the iamc time, he befiiowed upon Hervey of 
Mountmaurice; in recompence for his fervice, 
two* other cantreds, fhuated between Wexford 
and Wafeerford, ^ipon the fca coaft.^ Thk firft 
fuccefs of their arms, and the rewards it had 
gained them, cxcitedtthefe adventurers tb for- 
tber exploits. Many Irifli and citizens of Wex» Lambeth 
ford having joined them, they marched into jij^^TjEx. 
Qflbry with about three thouland men, befides pugnat. ut 
their own troops.The prince of that region, Fitz- *"^^ 

Patrick, 
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BOOK mpdtrid^ hid fomc time before, In a imyof 
jealonfy, piit <Mit the cjres of Dennod's eldeft 
ion a to fevenge wbidi dbtrage, as well as to 
^piaiUh tbe revolt in wfakh be bad filhce bocii 
engaged, ^feas tbe ofa^ of this expeditaoa. 
But the Bonf had not penetrated far ii^ the 
countr3rv frhen it wa^ fbpt hj a natural Ion* 
tificaiion of bogs and woods, T^^htcH Fitzpav 
trick, at tbe b»d of five thoufand men, bad 
tendeted iiill more defbtfible by fht>ng eni^ 
trencbmdnts across tbe entrance of the pB& 
In attiicking thb po& Fitzftephen and his 
troops were Several times drivcta bade, which 
repulfes at laA (b emboldened die IrUh, that 
thejr Tentured to purfoe them into the plains 
where the cavalry charged and routed them in 
an inibnt ; and when thefb, with tbe impe^ 
tumia fliock of their lancei^ had throuratheiti 
to the ground, the Lfeinfldr loot of Dermbd't 
party ^heackd tberii with tbebr axes* Twd 
hundred heads, thus cut off, ^ire bro4ijght 
and laid at Dermod'sTeet, who viewing tbetxi 
one by one, attd knowing the &ces, was ieized 
with ,iadk a tranfport oft iavage jc^i that be 
leaped .tbrioe, and.wutin^ b moEt (ttfirordant 
aft of piety to all the mocaty of mc impla^ 
cable f^rit, withhands npUfted andjoihed to^ 
gether in a poAm6 of deration, nttngi • dver 
thefermiierabk rematm of bis enemids^ a Imid 
tbankigiving to God; then taking up one, 
which was the head oi a man he. particularly 
l^atedy in thr rage of his heart he fait ofT tlie 
nQfci flind lips I The feUnefs of this mqft in^ 
t< . . humta 
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Imautn 4eed t^^ ktitated tban ikua^ IU9 ^^>K isr. 
Iwrbiupom ^rft of «vcnge. He and FttZr Hibo^^fixT^ 
4e|ihett purfuedt w^imreQiktbi; alacrity, t^epugnaJ Lu 
«lvaotage they h«l gained, carrying fword^' ^* 
and fire iato the tamoft parts of the ooj^otr^t 
wl meetiar with Uttle r^ftafic^ e3u;:ept m 
pffing a delk, where the E^gUfhs ^ft^ dr iv- Lambeth 
n^ tte enemy from a poft at which a ftgnd^^*^^^* 
had been sBade^ wece engaged^ both bqrfe ai%d 
foot, ia a very dangerous bgg, or mgrihy 
groiiiH} ; and, bei^g agaia attacked there, fougbt 
them&lves cmt, wim extrera^ diffic^dtyt by 
their own dauntlefs valour; the IrUh, who 
were with them, oa the party of Dermod, 
doing nothing to affift them, but lyiog hid 
in the woods till the danger was ovor, and 
then joining them to purfoe. the cn&ny they 
liad routed. Dermod prevaikd on FitzftephenHibero. &- 
to contiawe this war by repcatjed aqJtditkms, f "^*^ ^ *• 
till having recei\ned intelligence, that the whole 
Jfidi nation, imd«r the orders of Ri^derkk O 
Conor, their fovereign, was now arming a<- 
gainft him, he granted a peace to.the prinoe of 
Qflbry : but the reconciliation, on, both fide«» 
was equally infincere. 

Not long before this time, a g^eral ailem<^ 
hly of the Irifh ftates had been called^ Ottthe 
al^rm of the victories Dermod had obtained 
with the aid of foreign troops« The l»ringing 
thefe into Ireland was ib jufily refented by mott 
of the nation, that thpy fpeedily got together 
a very nimierous army, which Roderick led 
into Leiailer^ On their ^proach many Iriih# 

who ' 
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book: IV. who had taken part \vitb Dermod, again for- 
^ "" 'fook him : but, notwithftanding this defertbnv 
Fitzftcphen and his ihtxi remained firm and 
undaunted. Thefc, with a few of the king's 
moft affedionate or moft courageous friendst 
and that prince himielf, whofe intrepidity was 
his greateft if not his only virtue, took poft 
in a valW, not far diftant from Femes, and 
incompafi^d with thick woods, deep moun^ 
tains, and deep bogs. This ftrong ground 
they made yet ftronger, by digging pits, at 
near diftances, before the front c£ the camp ; 
laying trees, which they had felled, acrofs 
^ pais ; and ufing all other methods, which 
the military art of thofe days could contrive, 
to fecure them againft the af&ults of an enemy 
far fuperior in numbers. 

When the Irifli monarch came up, and faw 
their poft fo fortified, he was afraid to attack 
them ; but fent great prcfents, and promifes 
of greater, to Fitzftcphen, if he would retire 
out of Ireland with all his troops* This 
being rejeftcd, the fame meflengers negociatcd 
with Dermod, and ofiered that prince the friend* 
(hip of Roderick and quiet poflefiion of Lein* 
fter, if he would join his arms to theirs, for 
the total extermin:.tion and deftrudicn of theie 
foreigners, to which they vehemently urged 
him, as expedient and neceffary for the fatcty 
of their country. But, either he feared to truit 
their promifes, or fcrupled to confent to fo 
atrocious a perfidy ; for they returned without 
fuccefs: whereupon Roderick, defpairing of 

any 
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MFjr benefit by a treaty, endeavoured to animate ^^^^ ^ ^ 
bis people to a battle, as the fole refonrce that HibcmTEx- 
remained : but the difficulty of ftorming fo pugnau i. i* 
inacceffible a camp, defended by fiich brave ^^""'^ 
and wcll-difciplined foldiers, appearing unfur- 
mountable, negociations were renewed* between 
the two kings, through the intervention of 
friends. It was agreed that all Leinfter, lindcr 
fealty to Roderick, as ibvercign of Ireland, 
ihould be reftored to Dermod, who promifed, 
by a fecret article of the treaty, to call over 
no more foreigners into that ifland, and to fend 
away thok he had already brought thither, as 
foon as he was quietly fettled in his kingdom. 
His late breach of faith made it difficult and un- 
fefe to truft him now ; but he removed this 
objedion by confenting to deliver, as a hoftage 
to Roderick, one of his natural fons, whom 
he feemed very fond of, and to whom Rode- 
rick promifed his own daughter in marriage, 
if the peace fliould continue inviolate and cf- 
feftual. The Irifli annalifts fay that he alfo 
gave a grandfon in pledge to that monarch : 
but (however this may have been) he was^a man 
whom no fureties could bind to any contract 
which his intereft tempted him to break. For, 
loon afterwards, being told that Maurice Fitz- 
gerald was fafely landed at Wexford, with ten 
knights, thirty horfemen of an inferior degree, 
and about a hundred archers, he received them 
very gladly, and leaving Fitzftephcn employed 
in building a fort, on the fummit of a rock, 
about three miles from Wexford, gave to Fitz* 

gerald 
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yooK fV gmM thf diief cooiAsaod of his atmyi ^vih^ 
v.. _.,,.. '^JjJpIj Ijj jQiurdiM tQ Jay wafte the tam^oity pf 
DuUia. I have iaid befoi%, that the 0i\a>a9» 
inhabitants of that o^, had fubmittfd iio holff 
it of the kingdom of LemGxr, in the re^n ^ 
Murregh O asvap, the g^ond^her of Ika^moit 
KbcTB. Ely Yet, fomc time a^erwards, they flew the im 
TyoTL u' 4^ that prince to whom they had fwom. &a^y i 
c> i7> and (as the greateft indignity they ce^ld o|f«f 
Ihidcin,c.n.to his memSy) burkd bim wii a dog, w 
tb^ middle of their Cownhouie* His fon^ th^ 
preient king, never forgot this oSenoa } 9a4t 
being further incenfed bf their ad$ of ni^l«Em 
^ainfi himfiplf^ he cruelly ravaged the Wids ^ 
the citizens, and put to the fword the u|iarme4 
and defenwlefs inb^biitants he feui^d upc»| 
them, till bi^ fu^ w»s ilopt by tbe ^weSS^fi 
|ie was under of tuiming his airms another wa$r> 
For, Donald, prince of Lkmmck^ t^ou^gh bro^ 
tber to Roderick on the mother's fide, was ib 
diifatisfied with the ffaare ^gned to him by 
that monarch in the partition of Munfler b^ 
tween bim 9nd M«c Carthjr prince of D^ 
mond, that he b«d lia^ely engaged in a iecret 
kague with Dernaodj wbofe daughter be bad 
married, to agifteaicb other to enlarge, as e^ 
];{ortnnity might occur, their refpedive dosni^ 
nions. Bfut, ^n ih^ firft indications of b^fti-* 
lities on bis part ccmunencing in Muni^or, 
Hoderick^ aWarys attentive to what pafled in 
that country, 1^ againfi; him thoCb tbrces b« 
bad raifed 5^ainft Dermod. The prince, tbu? 
attacked, ient iix^Qediately to demiind the i^ir 
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piklated aid from his father-in-law Dermod, BOOR iv. 
who, defirous to fupport him, entered into a ^ "^ ^ 
treaty with the Oilmen of Dublin, by which 
he confented to leave the government of that 
city to Hafculf, a Dane, imder fealty to him* 
fdf. This convention being made, he com- 
manded Fitzftej^en to go inftantly with the 
troc^ that ferved under his banner, and aflift 
the prince of Limerick againft O Conor. Thefe 
quickly rendered Donald fuperior to his foes : 
the Iriih monarch, defeated m feveral engage* 
ments, retired into Conaught; and Dermod, 
lifted up by the profperity of his arms to 
higher views of ambition, was not fatisfied 
with Aijoying the kingdom of Leinfter and 
all its dependencies, but conceived hopes of 
acquiring the monarchy of Ireland, which his 
grandfather had poileft* Thefe thoughts he 
confided to Fitzftephen and Fitzgerald, who Hlbern.- Ex- 
adviCed him, as the only means of fucctls in fo P"g"«f' 1- »• 
arduous a deiign, to renew his applications to 
the earl of Pembroke, and urge that lord to 
fulfill the covenant he had made without de- 
lay. A letter was accordingly written by 
I>ermod, in which, after gently complaining 
of the earl for having deferred till the autumn 
to bring him thofe £uccours which ought to 
have come in the fpring, he told him, that if 
he would now haften over with a powerful 
force, it would be eafy to add the other king- 
iloms of Ireland to that of Leinfter, which, 
without his help, was fnbdued. 

Vol. V. G Strong- 
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BOOK rv. Strongbow clearly perceiving, from all the 

^ accounts he received of what h^d been done 

in that ifland, and of what the ad venturers 

had acquired by their fervice, that there tva^ 

much to be gained by the enterptife now pro- 

pofed, and no fuch danger to be feared as 

valour and good conduft might not find 

means to overcome, was defirous to accept 

the invitation. But, the letters patent wbkh 

Dermod had brought over from King Henry 

containing only a licence to aid him in re* 

covering his own kingdom of Leinfter, which 

had been fully performed, it feemed neceffary 

to the carl, before he engaged to undertake 

this new war, of a very different nature, that 

a further authority for it (hould be aflced, and 

Hlbern. Ex- obtained, of his fovereign. Going therefore 

piignat. 1. 1. j^ ^j^^ j^j^g^ ^^^ ^^j ^j^j^ j^ Normattdy, he 

implored his permiffion to agree to the ofierj 
preft upon him by Dermod. Henry avcnded 
to give him any pofitive anfwer ; but he laid 
hold of fome words which he thought might 
admit of a favourable conftrudioii, and re- 
turning into England remained quiet at Chep- 
flow, till the beginning of May, when he fent 
over to Ireland a band of ten knights and 
feventy archers, under the condu6^ of Ray* 
mond, a very valiant young gentleman of hi« 
own houfehold, who was fon to an elder bro- 
ther of Fitzftephen and Fitzgerald. Thefe 
landed at a place not far diftant from Water- 
ford, under a rock called Dundolf, where 
"they hgftily raifed a fmall fort of turf and 

wood, 
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wood, thinHing they fhauld be able to main* BOO«: ly. 
tm tl)«nfelves there till the carl of Pewbroke's^^"'""^'^ ^ 
arrival. Hei*vey of MouttCtnauri^, $tfoag-> 
bow's uncle, with three kn'^hts, or men at 
ftrms, heA joined tbeni at their landing ; and 
AdKT litKxrours were prpmiied to be £ent from 
tktmod} but, while t^fe were preparing, the 
Otiseas of Weterford, who were jealpus of 
fwi^n troops sxiaking a lodgement ^ near to 
the walk of their city, oonfulted with OFaolao^ 
an Irifii chieftain of Monfter, who, beii)g ex* 
ptjkd from his country by the arms of Der- 
iBod, liad taken refwge .in their Jand«, with 
fene of bis people. He exhorted them to go 
Aid attack thefe invaders^ before they had 
gained further ftrengtli. The counfel was ap- 
pr<)v§d: about three tboufand marched out, 
and ^Ssd the river Suyr, which divided Lein- 
A^ttom Defmond, with an intention to ftoroi 
tbe En^yiih fort. Th?y came up to the ditch ; 
when Raymond, trai^ported by the ardour qf 
his courajge, or being j^rfuadpd that his fafety 
confifted in Shewing a contempt of the danger, 
fdiied forth with bis garrifon, to give them 
battle. But the aunibers were too unequal : 
lie foon was forced to retire, and take fhelter 
in the fort. His mtn had not time to (hut 
^ gate ; lb that fome of the Oftmen, by 
whom they were clofely purfued, entered into 
the fort; when Raymoind fuddenly turned, 
and with a thundpring voice calling bis ibldlers 
to defend their kft retreirt:, run the foremofi: of 
thx& enemies who had got within the gateway 
G 2 ' through 
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BOOK IV. through the brcaft, with bis fword. This aiii- 
matcd his troops; they came boldly to affift 
him : all the Oftmen who had paft the in- 
clofurc of the rampart were inftantly flain, or 
driven back on thofe without; terror ieized 
the whole army : Raymond again Tallied forth: 
they iall fled before him ; above five hundred 
were cut to pieces in their fi^ht ; ^ a much 
greater number was pufhed into the fea, from 
the tops of the high rocks along the coaft, 
which thej^ had climbed up for fafety ; and 
feventy of the principal citizens of Waterford 

Hibcrn. Ex- were taken captives, A council of war was 

was over, to know in what manner thHe pri- 
foners (hould be treated. Raymond gave his 
opinion for letting them be ranibmed; but 
Herveyof Mountmaurice^ whofe authority in 
the council was greater than his, advifed to 
put them all to death, on account of the 
danger of keeping them in cuftody within die 
fort, and as a neceflary example of terror to 
^11 Ireland, which a fmall number of foreigners 
could^ not hope to fubdue, but by making 
themfel ves dreadful . In fepporting this advice 
he demanded of Raymond, whether he thought, 
if thefe mm had been the conquerors, they 
would have (hewn any mercyto him or his fol- 
tiiers ? and concluded with feying, that they 
ought either manfully to purfue the deiign 
they had boldly undmtaken, or return home, 
and be gentle and tender-^hearted there. TIk 
whole council agreed to this inhuman opinion, 

- y and 
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and it was executed with the moft deteftable joo Kiv. 
cradty ; thofe to whom the execution thereof ^^^^ ex- ' 
was committed firft breaking the limbs of pu^t. 
thefc unfortunate prifbners, and then throw- ^•*' ^* '^* 
ing them down, from the top of the clifTs, into 
the lea : an a6t which fiains the whole glory 
of thm honourable vidory, and which the 
king fliould have punifhed, when he came into 
that country, by fome very fignal mark of his 
royal difpleafure agatnft the advifer ! 

During the coune of theie events, the earllb^dem,c.i6, 
pf Pembroke had pafl: tlux)ugh all the coafts 
of South Wales from Chepftow to St. David's, 
gathering men to his ftandard. When he had 
compleated his levies, partly by his own vaf- 
ials, and partly by volunteers whom poverty 
and courage incited to feek their fortune with 
him, he led them to embark in Milford Haven, 
where a fleet of tranfports, and all other ne- 
ceffaries for the war he intended to niake, had 
carefully been provided. But, as he was ready ^^fub^F:^'^^*^ 
to fail, a pofitive order was brought to him ' *• ^' ^ ' 
from Henry, by which he was forbidden to 
go out of the realm. This occafioned fom? 
paufeand irrefolution in his mind : Yet, think- 
ipg himfelf ruined if he flayed in England, 
aijd having before him a fair profpeft of wealth, 
honour, and power, in the enterprife to which 
he now was engaged, he boldly ventured to 
(light the king's command, and felting fail with E^^"^at 
?n army pf about twelve hupdred m^n,iu which i. ^T^U. 
number were included two hundred knights, 
landed near Waterford,, on the twenty-third 
^y of Auguft, in the year eleven hundred and 
G 3 fevcnty. 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 Hr&T'ORY OF Tnfe LIFE 

BOOK n^feventy. The inhabitmits of that town, afte* 
"^ ^ the iqis . they had fuflfered, not darkig to ftif 
oiit of then' gate^, and the Enghfli garrifon at 
Dundolf being matters of the country on that 
fide of the river, no oppofition was made to 
Hibern. this defcent. The earl, who chofe to begin 
flfcf i6. ^^ operations in Ireland by taking Waterford, 
• was deliroiis that the fame of fo important an 
atehievement Ihoidd be all his own, and there* 
, fore would not wait for a conjtmftion witH 
Dermod, nor draw the garrifon from Dundolf; 
but, tniftirtg wholly to the valour of his owA 
men, allowed them only one day, which wa$ 
the feaft of St. Bartholomew, to refrefli them* 
felves after the fatigue of their voyage; 
and the next morning led them on, to ftorm 
the tpwri. In this attempt they were twice 
rcpulfed by the citizens, afiifted by O Faolan; 
but Strorigbow, feeing that a houfe, contigu- 
ous to the Wall, was propt on the outfide with 
timber, ordered fome of his knijghts to cut th^ 
j)rops ;. which being done, the houfe fell, and 
with it part of the wall. His troops imme- 
diately entered the breach fo made, and took 
the city,- with great flaughter of the defence- 
_ lefs inhabitants, as well as of thofe they found 
in arms ; every ftreet being tilled with bloody 
heaps of dead bodies. There was a tower, of 
winch Reginald, a Dane, was governor, -and 
to which, when they faw the enemy in the 
town, many pcrfons of 4iigh rank had retired 
for fafe;y. • This alfo was taken, and In rt 
ilegir.ald hlmfclf, the Irifli chief, O Faolan, and 
' ' ' • * two 
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two princes of the Oftmen. Thefe laft were J^Kry^ 
cut to pieces^ but the two former were faved^ v-~^ 
at the interceffion of Dermod, who now ar- 
rived in the city accompanied by Fitzftephen, Hibcm. 
Fitzgerald, and Raymond. The earl received f^p^&^^i ; 
mtn m tnumph ; and this Icene 01 horror was 
fucceeded, within a few hours, by the feftivi- 
ties of a marriage celebrated between that lord 
and Eva, the eldeft daughter of Dermod, ac- 
cording to the contraft which her father had 
inad« in his treaty at Briftol. Ytt their joy 
was foon difturbed : for intelligence came to 
Dermod that the city of Dublin, under its go- 
vernor, Hafculf, had ihaken off all obedience Lambedi 
to his authority, and had drawn to its aid a Manufiar* 
multitude of Irifli (one writer fays thirty thou- 
fand) alarmed by the report of an Englifli in- 
vafion ; their monarch himfelf being encamped 
not far off, at a place called Clandolkan. For 
the immediate fupprefiion of tiiis revolt, the^*^*^™* 
king and his fon-in*law thought it indifpenfa- 1. if T^*, 
bly neceffary, without a moment's delay, to 
force a paffage to Dublin. With this intent, 
leaving only fuch a part of their troops as might 
be requifite to fecure the forts they poflefied, 
they colleded all the rtft, and marched boldly 
that wxiy : but, havinggaincd information that 
the woods and defiles between them and the 
city were occupied by the Iriih, they left the 
ufual road, and winded along the tops of th? 
jftountainsof Glendolow, which were entirely 
clear of wood: The ambuflies laid for them 
l)eing thus avoided, the enemy, feeing the good 
Q 4 order 
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BOO K VL order of their march, to which no ki(h troops 
"^ had ever been accuftomcd, did not dare to at- 
tack them ; (o that they came^ without lofs, 
to the very walls of Dublin. As they lay before 

lri(h A»ntli. thefe, the Irifli ikirmifhed with them, inefiec- 
tually, three days ; at the end of which, on 
intelligence given to Roderick, that his coun- 
try of Conaught was invaded and laid wafte 
by Donald O Brian, he was advifed by bis 
council to truft at this junfture the fafety of 
Dublin to the inhabitants of that city, and 
go to preferve hjs own people, and his own 
demefne lands, from boltile depredations* 
With this advice he complied, chufing out of 
two evils that which he thought the leaft. 
Hafculf, before his revolt, had prudently 
ftrengthened the military force of his town 
as much as was in his power, but had prin- 
cipally relied on the help of the Irifli ; which 
defence having failed, his people were tbrowa 
into a great conftcrnation. So much had they 
degenerated from the martial fpirit of the Danes 
and other brave northern nations, to wliich 
their progenitors orcinally belonged, that Der- 
mod's fecretary, Regan, being fent, in his 
name, to fiimmon Hafculf to furrendcr the 
city to him, iind to demand of the citizens 
thirty hoftages for their future fidelity, all 
that defire of withdrawing themfelves froin 
his yoke, which had cauled them to rebel, 
gave way to their fears; and they refqlved 
to confent to thefe demands. But, while they 
were difputing on the choice of the hoftage?, 

the 
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Ae time granted to them for confultatloa was BOOK iv. 
fpent. Milo de Cogan, who led the En^iih ' ' 
vanguard, obferying the ramparts ill man- 
ned, attacked them fuddenly, without orders j 
and his example was followed, in anothar 
quarter, by Raymond, who commanded the 
center; Dermod.and the earl being pofted, 
further off, in tiie rear. Surprize and ter- 
ror, upon this unexpected aflault, rendered 
the guards on the ramparts, who fuppofed 
that a peace had been abfolutely concluded, . 
incapable of refinance. The aflailants fcaled 
the walls, and entering into theflreets maf- 
iacred all they found there, till they had gained 
^ compleat poileffion of the city, and of all 
its ftrong holds. Yet the governor and the 
moft confiderable citizens efi;:3ped from this 
(laughter, by throwing themfelves into (hips 
that, lay re^dy in the harbour, and failing 
from thence, with the help of a favourable 
wind, to fome of the Orkney iflands. The 
rich plunder of the houies was given to the Hibcm. 
foldiers : but, when Derniod made his entry piP"gn*t. 
into the city, which he did the fame day, his ' ^* ^' '^' 
thirft of revenge being fatiated with the blood 
already flied there, he forbad any further de- 
ilrufiion of the people, and having taken pro- 
per meafures to fecure to himfelf this impor- 
tant acquifition, gave the government of it to 
Milo de Cogan, at the recommendation of 
^trpngbow, who entirely direfled his military 
affairs, and whom he now fent from Dublin 
to invade and lay wafte the territory of Mcath. 

la 
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BOOK IV. lit the y^ar eleven hundred and fixtyrnine, 
^J^^^"^;^^^ Dermod O Melachlin, the lawful khig of thjt 
' real*, had been tresicheroufly murdered by 
Donald) his kinfman, who ufurping the go^ 
vernment was juftly cxpelledfrom it by Roderick 
O Conor, But that monarch, inftead of caufing 
{as he ought to have done) fonlc otlier prince 
of the royal hoiife of Meath to be regularly 
efefted, made O Ruark a temporary adm'mi* 
ikator of the eaft^n part of that province, 
and retained the weftem hiinfelf. The king 
of Leinfter, in hatred to his old enemy O 
P.uark, ordered the country thus under the 
jrule of that chieftain, and likewjfe his patri- 
monial lands in Eaft Conaught, to be cruelly 
ravaged ; which being performed without any 
refiftance on his part, the Englifli forces turned 
Southwards, and expelled the prince of Ofjfory, 
Donchad Fitzpatrick, out of that principality; 
as they alfo did another prince ot the family 
of OGonof out of Hy Faolan, or Ophally, 
(as it is called by fome writers) another diftri^: 
of Leinfter. The Irifli annalifts fay^ that 
Dermod himfelf accompanied his auxiliaries in 
thefe expeditions: but, whether they afted 
with him, or by commiffion from him, his 
employing theln in-this manner gave fo great 
and juft oifchce to the monarch of Ireland, 
that he Wrote to him this letter : 

^ Againft the tenour of the peace concluded 

** between us you have called over a mulr 

*' titude of ft)rcigners into this ifland. Never-r 

" the lefs, while you confiacd yourfelf withit^ 

2 'k the 
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^ the Ifmits of your owh kingdom of. Leiii*»dOK iv, 
•^ fter^ Wc bore it with pMiaice. But now,^***"'"''''"-^ 
•• leeing that without regard to your oath, or 
** cotapaffion for ybur boftage delivered into 
** our hands, you have infolemly prfft thfc 
^ bounds prcfcnbed to you, and the confines 
* of your country, we give you notice : ei- 
^ ther rcftrain for the future the exctii^ons of 
** the foreigners whom you have brought 
** o\'^er, or we will afluredly fend yt)U the 
** head of your fon cut off by our com- 
«• mand." 

Dermod replied in a very difdaiiifiil ftyle^ 
and concluded by iaymg, ** he would not lay 
** down his arms til! he had conquered all 
** Conaught, and acquii^ed for himfelf the mo^ 
** narchy of Ireland, which" he daimed frotti 
^* his grandfather Murdgh O Brian.'* 

Oh receiving this anfwer, Roderick execu-^ 
ted his threat, after having pronounced, from 
his royal feat of juftice, a formal fentciKe of 
death on the unfortunate hoilage. 

When this fecrifice had been nuKk to na- Hibcrn. 
tional vengeance, he affembled at Armagh thef^f^fiJ 
whole clergy of Ireland, who utianimoufly 
declared, that the prefttjt invafion of their 
country by the Englilh ought t6 be accmmted 
a judgement of God upon them fot the iins 
of the nation, and more particularly for • a 
praftice of which they had long been guilty, 
the buying for flaves Englifli children from 
pirates or thieves who had ftolen them, or 
from merchants who had bought them of 

needy 
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BOOK IV. needy or covetom parents ; wbich iahmom 
^trafHck was not uncoiraiion in England. The 
(TOuncU therefore decreed^ and the legiflature 
enaded, tiat all Englijb JlaveSj in the wbok 
€Mttnt of Ireland^ jhould prefently be Jet free. ' 
This was evidently done to take from that 
nation the only colourable pretence of a pub-* 
lick ouarrel, or complaint, againft the lri(h« 
K^'^ro* Jput the kin^ of England himfblf, before that 
L if cfi9! time, had refolved, for reaibns of policy, to 
put a fiop to the conouefts of the earl of 
Pembroke in Ireland, ^fothing could be more 
^t^nant to all his defigns, or the intereft of 
his people, than that a peer of his realm, at the 
head of an army of private adventurers, fiiould 
obtain for himfelf the monarchy of that ifland, 
and hgi^it as a ib vereign and independent ftate« 
Nor ^ould he bear the provoking and auda^ 
clous : infult on his royal authority^ which 
Strongbow h^d beep guilty of, by going inte 
Ireland .iigainft his exprefs prohibition. As 
fbon, thorefor^, a» he heard that Waterford 
was taken, h^ publiflied on edid,. by which 
he ftri^ily forbad aU commerce with Ireland 
from 2iny parts 9f his dominion^, and com^ 
manded all his fut^eds who had gone over 
thiftber, tO: retiwi hcmie before the ^fiefr 
feftival next' wfuiflg, qn pain of perpetual 
tbanilhment and fbrfeitjure of all their eftates^. 
The earj qnickJy found bimfclf in great want 
of all neceflane^ and fotiaken by many of 
his knights and ibldiers. Alarmed at this, 
and coniulting with the wifely of his friends, 

how 
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how to a£l inib perilous a Aate of aiiairs, he BOOK iv« 

i^patehed Raymond to Henry, who then was '""^ — "* ' 

In Aquitaine, and ftM by him a letter^ in 

which be touched very lightly on a fuppofed Hibem. Ex- 

confent of that monarch to his aiding erf Dcr-P"gn*t. i. u 

mod, given to him in Normandy the year^' '^' 

before, and concluded with thefe words, 

" Whatfoever the favour of fortune has be* 

*^ flowed on me' in Ireland, either of tbe patri** 

<• mony of Dermod, or any other, as I owe it 

•* entirely to your ropl munificence, fo fliall 

** it dl return to you, and be difpofed of ac- 

** cording to your alrfoIuCe will and pfcafure/* 

Thb wa^what Henry wanted; but be pru* 
dently delayed to give any anfwer, till he had 
taken other meafures to tecure the attainment 
of the great end he bad in view. 

In the mean time King Dermod made an- infh Antuk 
other incuriSon into the country of O Ruark, 
his capital enemy and Roderick's warmeft 
friend: but attempting to florhi that princess 
camp he was repulfed with difgrace, and fbon 
afterwards retired into Leinfter, ieavmg Donald 
O Melachlin, whem he had lately engaged to 
maintain by force of arms in the government 
ofEafl-M^th, expofed to the attacks of O 
Ruark^ who foon drove him from thence, 
while Roderick was employed in vigoroufly 
profecuting the war in ^«orth<*Munf^r'tEigainft 
Doflald O Brian. There can be no flronger 
proof of tbe total want of publick fpirit in 
the Iiifh at this time, than that even ^e great 
^h^G& of expelling the Brixiih troops, whofb 
7 depreda- 
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BOOK lv.dcpi5cdation$ were fo grkt'otis #iii wboCb cen^ 
^tmnaoce in Ireland wis fo. formidable to ihcm 
all^ could not make dbem hy afidfe tbicii^ pri* 
vate antmofitks^ and jem th^ir momxnch in 
fuppotting the national caufe with their whole 
linked ftrengtb! 

About the clofe of this year^ eleven hvmdred 
and feventy, King. Deraaod died at Fenn^^ of 
an unknown and horrid difteroper (as the'Iriih 
anoaliils fay) tn a ^&Ke of impeniceiKe, and the 
vidfan of divine vengesttioe £)r the oiany wroiigt 
he had doDe^ and the many miichiefs his tur«^ 
bulent and lawlefs nnbJltion, during a mgR 
of font and forty years, hbd brou^ on hid 
country. No iBentioo is made by GiraUus 
Camhrenfis, or other writers in tho^ tin^jSt of 
any extraordinary circi|a>ftanoes in his iicknd^ 
or death : h^tt had he tie vtir been guilty of any 
other crime than bringing the Englift ^dvttt^ 
turers to iettle in Ireland astd aiake conqueibs 
there, it would he no wooder that the htfwd 
and rage of bis countrymen fliould t2ik£ ^very 
method of rendering his memory odious to 
pofterity : nor can he juftly be f^ken iii by 
any hifiorian without deteftatbn, as one whom 
neither divii^ nor hunEian laws, nor the natural 
inftinA of paternal a£fedion to an innocent^bn^ 
whofe life he had pledged for the iecurity of 
his own fufpe^ed ^ith, could retrain from 
purfuing the bent of his pailions, which were 
c£ the worft kind, and which the courage and 
cunning obfervable in his charader made nK>re 
dangerous to the publick. The earl of Penv- 

broke. 
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broke, his fon*m-hw, fuccceied to his king- BOOK iv. 
doQi, piirfuatit to the compact between i^em, ""— ^^^'^^^ 
and in confeqaetice, I preibme, of a forced 
ciedion made during the life^time of Dermod« 

Not kmg afterwcurds, Hafculf, the late go-Hibcm. Ex- 
vcmor d DuUin, having prbcnred from thcP^s*^^^- ^- *• 
Qrcades an army of Norwegians and odier in* * 
habitants of tho& ifles^ well armed and well 
difciplined, under the condnft of John, fur- 
named ^ie Fufidus; embarked them aboard of 
fety fliips, and failing dh-eflly up the mouth 
oftheLii&y, Isaded ^(vith thcin^ and attacked 
the a^ern gale of Dublin. Milo de Cogsm^ 
whom Strongbow had entrufted with tiie go- 
vernment of this capital of his kingdom^ while 
he waa employed in vifiting and fecuring his 
other towns and fores, oppofed this aflault with 
great valoor* The enemy was repulfed, with 
^e lofs of above five himdred men ; and 
Cogan^ full of ardour, faiiied forth at the 
head of fome of his knights and men at arms, 
«> pUcfue the beaten troops, and infeft their re- 
treat: tiut, their numbers being much fuperior 
tdhis ^ iharp conftid enfued: many of his 
foldiers were (lain, and the reft ftruck with 
terror, at feeing the thigh of a knight, com- 
pkatly covered with iron, cut off by one blow 
of a Danijfh battle-axe ; which exploit is attri- 
buted, by one of the writers of that age, to Lambeth 
the Norwegian chief himfelf. At this inftant, M^"^^^- 
while the Englifli, endeavouring to retire with-Hibem. Ex- 
in their walls, were hard prefledin the entrance P^^**' ^ ^* 
irf the eaftern gate of the city, Richard de *' * . 

Cogan, 
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BOOK iv^ Cogan, MUo^s brother, a^^eaUy to an otdet 
i^J*^^JJ ^ given to him before^ iiTuea forth irom another 
Minuicr. gate on the foutbem fide of Dublin, with 3 
body of horfe; came round, unobfervecU to 
the mr of the afiailaots, andfuddenly raifing a 
loud (bout fdl upcm them ; which undiought-(^ 
attack fodifmayed them, that they imme&tely 
brdce their ranks, and fled. Few were laved ; 
the £ngli(k cavalry intercepting their flight, 
and an Iriih diieftain, or prince, who had 
given hofts^^es to the governor, joining in the 
purfuk with aU his dan^ John tie Furious f 
aftor making a very brave defence^ was ho- 
liourabiy fl^ upon the field c^ bittle, by 
Walter de Riddlesford, an Engliih kaight. 
And die horfemen of his traop. Hafculf, flying 
to his (hips, was taken prifoner on the fhore, 
and brought into Pufalin. When he appeared 
bdbre the governor, and a great aflembly of 
Coldiers and citizens in the townhoufe, he faid, 
with a fullen haughtineis in bis lookSt ^^ We 
^^ came hither wrth few ferces, and this was 
** only a bcj^nning of our efforts* If my life 
•* be fevcd, much greater will be made hert* 
" after." Milo de Cogan, who intended ta 
admit him to ranfom, was fb angry at the in- 
folence of this bravado, that he commanded 
his head to be infl:ant)y cut off. It would have 
been a magnanimity more becoming a fold'^r, 
to have fet him at liberty in contempt ci his 
menace. 
Hibcrn. Ex- fiut, tbough this entcrprife had failed, the 
c!*^^ ^ ^ I^^fl^ mpnarcb, encouraged by Henry*s prpcla^ 

mation^ 
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tmtion, and tbe diftrds it had braudit np^d^oOKiv 
Ac carl of Pembroke, comnuuided toe forces^ 
of the Several princes obedient to his power to 
be all coUeded together; and being {ecrctij 
aMcd by Laurence OTool, archbifliop of 
DoUint ibUicited Godred, king of Man, who 
hdd that, with the Hebiides and tbe Oikney 
iflesy in fte of the crown of Norway, to affift 
ium with a fleet, which might (hut up, by {ea» 
the city of Dublin, while tbe Irifli army^ 
aflembled under his ibndard, fliottld blockade 
it by land. The earl of Pembroke, informed 
of thefe defigns, threW hio^lf into the town, 
with Fitzgerald and Raymond. The laft of 
tfaefe was returned without bringing from 
Henry, to whom he had been (bit, any rarour^ 
Mt anfWer; hot yet with hopes winch gave 
ibme encouragement to the earl to ^patch an«- 
other agent, namely Hervey de Mountmauricey 
to n^tiate with that king. 

Soon afterwards Godred, purfiiant to bis 
treaty with Roderick O Conor, fent a fleet of 
thirty Hiips, well manned with foldiers, to 
cm^ beforethe port of Didblin; ,axid a vaft 
army of Irift beleaguered that city on every 
other fide, not attonptiog to aflault it, but 

?opc^ng to reduce it more fecurely by limine, 
his bkxkade^ which entirely prevented the Hibern. 
impcMTtation of any proviikms, had continwd ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
sAinoft two months, when Donald Kavenagh, ^ ^^ * 
Dermod's Ton, having found means to elude 
ihe vigilance of the enemy^ acquainted the Lambeth 
earl of Pembroke that Fitzftephcn was beficged, Manufcr. 
- VouV, H in 
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BOOK IV. ia his fort at Carridc near Wexford, by the 
^ citizens of that town and the Irifli of Kit^le^ 
to the number of three thouiand,' having with 
him but five knights, or men at arms, and a 
fmall company of archers 5 concluding, that if 
he was not relieved within three days, he muft 
^*^at* S inevitably perifli. The earl immediately aflem- 
lupr^ ' bled a council of war, and laid before them 
the intelligence he had received. Fitzgerald, 
who had left his wife and children in the 
cuftody of his half-brother Fitzftephen, within 
the fort of Carrick, repreiented to the council, 
how (hameful it would be, to fuffer that brave 
gentleman, who firft had led them the way to 
all their conquefts in Ireland, now to periih 
unaffifted! He like wife fhewcd them to what 
an extremity of danger they themfelves were 
reduced; their provifions almoftconfumed; no 
hopes of -getting more, either by land or by 
. fea; England rendered as hoftile to them as 
Ireland itfelf. In thefe circumfbnces (he told 
them) they had no refource but their valour; 
whicn they ought to ufe, to the beft advantage 
they could, before famine had deprived them 
of all their ftrength. He therefore advifed 
them inftantly to rail on the Irifh, whofe mxai^ 
hers, cowardly and ill^armed, would not ,be 
able to withuand their bold and unexpected 
attack. This opinion was ftrongly fupported 
by Raymond, who added, that he thought, 
they (hould begin by afl&ultbg the quarters of 
Roderick; becaufe, if he, who was the chief 
of the whole confederacy, were vanquifhed^ 

.the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HEJSTiRY U. 9^ 

the defeat of the reft would be eafy. To this BOOK w. 
Jstrongbow agreed, and felcded from his gar* ^^"~*^ 
rifon three l>^ie$ of horfe ; the firft, which 
fermed the vanguard, confifting of twenty 
knights under the conduft of Raymond ; the 
iecond, which formed the center, confifting of 
thirty, commanded by Milo de Cogan ; and 
the third, which formed the rear, confifting 
of forty, led by himfelf and Fitzgerald. To 
thcfe were added all the fquires belonging to 
the knights, who fought, as they did^ on 
horfeback; and ibme infantry compofed of the 
citizens of Dublin. According to one account, Lambeth 
the whole number thus arrayed amounted to ^^^«*^ 
fix hundred, each divifion having in it two 
hundred men. 

At the head of this fmall force, which was 
all that could be fpared from the neceflary 
guard of the city, did the earl fally forth^ 
about the ninth hour of the day, to attack an 
army of thirty . thoufand men. Thefe they 
found quite unguarded, apprehending no fuch 
attempt, and diftrafted with fear when they 
iaw themfeives affaulted. Roderick, into whofe 

Starters they firft broke, was then bathing, 
is people all fled, and it was with great diN 
ficuky that he himfelf efcaped -by flight, on 
thb alarm being given. The faoie panic terror, 
at the approach of the Englifti, feized gnd dl€- 
fipated ano the other armies of Irifh, that were 
quartered to the ibuth and north .of Dublin. 
They fcarce.made any refiftancewv At the clofe 
of evening the Englifli, having pulhed the 
Hz purfuit 
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BOOK IV. ptiffuit as far as pradence would permit^ re* 
"^ turned into the city truimphatil, and loaded 

Mrith tl)c fpoils of die enemy, wbofe whole 
baggage was taken, and moreover fudi a quaiH 
tity of com, meal, and pork, as was fufBcient 
to vifiual the city kur a year. In all liie ac^ 
tion they had loft but one man, a 6xA-^ialdier^ 
Of the Iri^ forces were flain about fifteen 
hundred; but the whole multitude was dif^ 
perijpd; and the next morning, all the fliq>s 
whifAi blocked up |he port, feeing their con** 
federates gone, failed away to the ifks from 
whroce they cans^. 

Strongbow, after he had left a proper gar^ 
ciibn in Dpblin, and put it under the coni^ 
mand of Milo de Cogan, marched, ymtih the 
y tmoft diligeace, to attemipt the deliverf 0f the 
iott of Cairriek* On his way he was flfaE^t, ifi 
^ county of IdroDC, stf a p^rro w paTs which 
O Ryan, the petty j^ince of that ififtrift, had 
feized and fortified* But no advantage of 
ground, w inequality df numbers, could ba<i> 
lance tihe fuperiority of valour, arms, a|id diff- 
pipiEne^ which ^e Ehgfifli troops, and the 
.We£(h» infiorpanited witii them in thk fer^ 
vite, had 6ver the Irifii. . Strong^i^ mdered 
ithe^ftutp be ^ttat^ed: hi^ cohimand^.1»en 
bravely executed: the young Meyter Fkz 
•Hbnry, whole ftd^r was* a baftard of King 
Ucacy the Piitft ^r. Nefta the mother d£ 
f ifaiikphen knd.FitEgeEald, diftingniihed hini*- 
felf here above all the other knights. Never- 
ihelefs, by a ftoue, which one c^ the Iriih 
; . ' : ; caft 
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c^atliim; he was knockt oflF his hoffe : but JOOKIV. 
an Borrow fli6t from tht Iww of one NichokiSt ^ "■ - 
a tnonk)^ w&ofe profeffion £d not hinder him 
6rom taking part in this ivarfare^ having mor- 
tsdly ivonrtdwt O Ryan, the death of their chief 
depriTdd his army of all fpirit: they fled; 
and the weiny", with the lois of only ohe vtmHf 
Vfode their way dirongh the pa6 to the opeil 
add kvel country. But^ aa they advanced feOM. 
wards Weitford, they were itet by certain Kbern. Ex- 
mefleftgers, who iofonticd them that the caftlc, p"^^- ^ *• 
which they were g^g to relieve, had been 
takeii By a fraud. For,* after fever^ aflkilts, 
in which the beikgers, who were moire thad* 
twenty to one, iuudihamefally been, lepulfed Ibidem, c. 25^ 
by the valour of the garrifbn, and particularly: 
of one knightt or mih at arms, whcde name 
was Wilfiam Nott; tije* bifliops rf Wcis&xdi 
and Kildare, i^th inany more of the clergy^ 
arrayed in their iacred veftmrats, c^ne to the 
brink of i&t ditdi,* and took a folemh oatb^ 
in the hearing of the Engfifh, on fomc relicks 
of £sdnts which they had brought for this pur^ 
pofe, that the Irifli were mafters of Dublin ; 
that the earl of Pembroke, and Fitig^rdlJ, and 
all the Engltih in that city, were cut to pieces; 
and that Roderick, at the head of all the Iiifli 
troops (ifliofe of Lemflcrlncluded) was! haften- 
ing froto thence to fake poflcflion bf Wexford* 
They added, that out of pure aflfeftion to 
Fitzftephen, as he had behaved himfelf mildly 
and ^oeroufly towards them in his govern-* 
ment .there, they gave him this information, 

H3 ta 
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JOOK IV, to the end that> before the arrivd of thcfe 
forces, which it would be impoffible for him to 
refift, he, and all who were with him, might, 
in fefety and freedom, be ferit over to Walcs^ 
Deceived by this perjury, and the iacrcdcha- 
rafter and dignity of thofe who fwore, he fur* 
rendered his fortrefs, which he had no fooner 
done, than fome of his people were murdered; 
and all the others, after having been cruelly- 
beaten, were chained and thrown into prifon ; 
he himfelf being detained, under ftrift cuftody, 
in irons. But, upon hearing that Strongbow 
had forced the Irifh to raife the liege of Dub- 
lin, and was advancing to Wexford, the aflb- 
ciates in this impious and execrable fraud were 
fo difmayed, that they fet fire to their city, 
and, aiid with their efieds and all the captives 
they had taken, retired into an ifle in the 
mouth of the harbour, which was a lanftuary 
much refpeded by thelrifli. Yet, notthiAk- 
ing it fafe to.tniftto thb, they notified to the 
earl, tbat^ if he followed them thither, they 
would fend him the heads of all the prifoners 
Hibcrn. Ex- ^j^^j.^ confined. On receiving this meflage, he 
pugnat, .1. (y,^^^jjjg^gfj.Qnii^gxford, and went to Water- 
ford, where he found his plenipotentiary, 
Hervey de Mountmaurice, juft landed from 
England. This gendeman brought him let- 
ters, from the friends in whofe opinion hemoft 
confided, which exhorted him, without lofing a 
moment's time, to repair to Henry in that realm.. 
He did fo, and found him at Newnham in 

Gleu^ 
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Ooucefterfliirc, preparing to pafs, with an BOOK iv. 
Btmyj into Ireland '^""■^^ ' 

Whatever hopes had been given of a kind 
reception^ the indication of Henry againft 
tiie earl d[^peared £0 implacable at his firlc ar« 
nvaly that he even refufed to admit him into 
his jM-efence : but the majefty of the crown, 
which his former contempt had offended, having 
been (atisfied by his prefent humiliation, and 
every point which the king was defirous to ob- 
tain having been chearfuUy granted, at length, 
by the intervention of Hervey of Mountmaurice, 
a reconciliation was concluded on the following 
conditions. 

The earl was obliged to renew his homage 
and fealty, and to give up to the king, in full 
and abfolute property, tne metropolitan city 
of Dublin, witli the cantreds adjacent, and all 
the other fea-port towns, with all the cafiles 
or fortreffes pofleft by him in Ireland ; the reft 
of his acquifitions or conquefis in that ifland 
remaning to him and his heirs, under homage 
and fealty to the crown of England. Henry Neubrigcnfw, 
alfo confented to reftore to him his whole ^* "• ^ ^^* 
eftate in this kingdom, which had jufily been 
feized, as a forfeiture to the crown, bn the aft 
of difobedience he had committed. This agree- Hibcm. Er- 
ment being n^^dc, they went together to Fem-P"«^^^ ^* »• 
broke, where the kingrefided fome time, whik HovcIi«^^' 
his officers were coUcAing in Milford Haven Benedia. 
a navy of four hundred and forty large (hips, to t^^^,^^ 
tranfport from thence into Ireland him and his iriih Annals, 
army, which confifted of about five hundred 
knights, all heavy-armed horfemen, with their 

H 4 fquires 
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BOO K ly^ fquires or attendants, who compofed a light€ir- 
^'^""^^'"^ armed cavalry, and a very numeroud iafantry^ 
all expert arcbers. 

WemfchJon ^^^ ^^^ ^^ Wales bad undergooe a groat 
fubann.1 169! iteration fince the year eleven hnndrcd ^d 
Secaifo fixty-nine, by the deaih o( Owen Gwyneth. 
S^wiT^ That prince had reigned, with a very high re- 
putation, two and thirty years, being a cou- 
rageous, a prudent, and a fortunate comman- 
der ; no lefs beloved by his people, on account 
pf his civU virtues and good government of 
his flate, than admired for his valour and mi- 
litary talents. He may indeed be accufed of 
having violated the fealty he b^d fworn to 
King Henry, without fufficient caufe ; but by 
his countrymen this feuU was accounted a vir- 
tue, as, in revolting from the allegiance he had 
been forced to fubmit t9, he complied with 
the general deiire of the nation, and put him- 
ifelf at the bead of what they deemed an ho- 
nourablie confederacy to recover their ancient 
independence and freedom* After his deces^ 
great difputes arodfe in his &mily conc^ning 
the fucccfEon. He had left by two wives, 
who were of very noble blood, fix fbns smd 
two daughters^ and by different concubines 
nine illegitimate fons. Prince Jorwertb, the 
eldeil of thofe born in matrimony, having in 
his youth received a blow which bit^e his 
Bofe, was therefore efteeoaed by the ^yel& 
unfit to reign ; and, their cufioms admitting 
baftards to inherit the government, Howel, 
ft natura} fon of Owen by an IriOi woman of 

low 
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lavt Wrth, fticceeded to bis firtfcer, becaufe he book iv. 
was lep^ted a more valiant ibUier than any oi "" 
fak brothers : the Wel£h efieenung their princes 
^ their own Chronick tells us) n^ iy ^^^^ WemJaSm 
matters 0nd birtls. but by tbiir fnmefs and nifa^ ^ ,,6. ^ 
hur. Yet David^ Owen's ddefl fon by his . 
{eoond wife Chfiftiana, wbo defcended from^' 
die amknt kings of Wales^ would not fub* 
mitto this priiKe^ who was bora of a Ibreigiier ; 
but raifed againft him an army equal to his, at 
the bead of which, in the yew eleven hundred 
and feventy, he fought with ham and flew 
bim. By this vidory he ofctaioed the domi-' 
nioii of North Waks; none oi his brothers ibid. ^. 227. 
^pirii^ to conttend wiA htm for it, after the^^^^f ^ 
death of HoweU but, during the rage of thiaadaim.ii7o. 
unnaturi^ war^ the conlederacy oi the Welfli, 
for the total cxpuJ^on of thee Englifli and 
Fleming oat of tibcit country^ was interrupted 
mid brc^en;. which gave thofe agonies tiaie! 
to rocovier their fbcei^th. Nor would David^ 
in the beginning of a yet unfettkd govern^ 
ment, after fo much blood had been Ipilt, and 
the force of North Wak9 fi> impaired by civil 
difcord, draw on himfelf the refentment of a 
powerful king, whofe friendlhip and aid he 
might want. Rbees q> Gryfiytfa indeed, who 
was at all times the firft to take up arms, and 
the hA to lay them down, had made aft in« 
road into the territories of Owen Cy velioc, one 
of Henry's Wel(h vaffals in a part, of Powif- 
land : but now, when that monarch was come 
into his neighbourhood with a formidable 

army. 
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BOOK IV. army, which his forces alone could notrefift^ 
^'~~''' ^he liftened to overtures of reconciliation^ which 
encouraged him to go and throw him£elf at 
Wcl(hChron.the fcct of his offended fovereign. Henry, 
^^\ H\&.^^^^ nature inclined him to foigive a fup- 
•f Waks. pliant enemy, and whofe policy made him vmh 
a pacification of Wales in this conjnnfhire^ 
received him very gracioufly, and confirmed 
to him all he then pofiefied ; but took from 
him fourteen hoftages, and demanded of him, 
for the fervice of his Irifli exjpedition^ three 
hundred horfes and fifty yoke of oxen. Thefc 
he promifed to give, and departed fo well la- 
tisned with the favours he had now obtained 
fi-om the king, that he forgot the feverity ufed 
by that prince againft his fons in the year 
eleven hundred and fixty-five, or thou^t it 
&} juft, on accoimt of the many repeated vio- 
lations of faith on his fide, as not to delerve 
his refentment. Henry, finding that his fpitit 
would more eafily be fubdued l^ benefits than 
by force, continued to fhew him great kind- 
nefs, and at Pembroke granted to him the 
whole province of Cardigan, with the three 
diftrifts of Stratywy, Aruftly, and Elvel. 
Grateful returns being made for thefe conccf- 
fions, be added yet a further mark of grace 
and confidence, by reftoring to him Howel, 
his moft beloved fon, who had been one olF 
the hofl^ages demanded at the time of his late 
fubmiilion. 

We arc alfo told, by an ancient contenipo-» 
rary hiftorian, that, while the king was at 

Pembroke, 
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Pembroke, David ap Owen, with many of BOOK iv. 
the nobles of North Wales, came to wait on^""^ ^— ' 
him there ; and we may be fure that this prince 
was not admitted to his prefence without ac- 
knowledging his fovereignty by doing him 



Thus, while Henry was meditating the con-^ A. D. nyu 
queft of Ireland, the kingdoms, or principali- 
ties, of North and South Wales were reduced 
to obedience, by the terror of his power, with- 
out his having been forced to draw the fword I 
But, in paffing through Monmouthfhire, he WcMh Chxtm. 
thought it neceflary to take into his own cuf-ft.*3^* 
tody Caerlcon upon U(ke, which was before pugnat. i L 
in the hands of Jorwerth a Welfli lord, whofe c 29. 
fidelity he fufpefted. He likewife garrifoned 
all the cbftles of the Englifh barons in South 
Wales, being diffatisfied with thofe lords for 
having made no oppofidon to the earl of Pcm- 
brc^e's departure with his fleet from their 
coafis, though they knew it was contrary to 
their fovereign*s orders, publickly declared at 
that time. Havuig thus fecured all behind him, 
he failed from Milford Haven with hb army Bcncdia. 
to Ireland, and after a profperous voyage land- Ho^cn ad 
ed near Waterford, on the feaft of St. Luke,ann. 1171. 
in the year eleven hundred and feventy-one. 

Diuing the abfence of Strongbow, Raymond Hibem. Ex- 
ftaying at Waterford with the troops the earl^*^^^ ^* '• 
had led thither, ORuark took advantage of iriih Annals. 
the weaknefs of the garrifon which" remained 
in Dublin, to make an attempt on that city. 
He brought before it an army of undifciplined 

Irifli, 
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BOOK iv. irifh, haftUy railed, &r this f>m;pofe, in Eaft 
aTdTutu Conaiight and in 01ft^ ; , b^tif M*ite tfeeife, with 
loud cricsy aitd a kiod €>{ iuxhvi^y -^w^^tfA 
knpctuofity, were nifiung oh to afiault the 
ditch and walls, Milb-de Cf^g&n kihed out^ 
and unexpededly charging them, at the head 
of a fmall but valiant troop, put to flight the 
whdie multitude^ with a d^dibl Qauglfter 
of them, which the pui^ueti ojAy ftojiped from 
.a wearine^ of killings Arrtoug the deftd was 
the prince of Breffny^ O Rtil^rk's fon, a youth 
of exttaotdinary merit. The terror cdufed by 
this defeat prevented any further hoftiikies 6i 
the Iriih a^inft the EoglilS) in Leitift^r, tHl 
the arrival of H«iry, and contributed to pro- 
duce, a general deipair in the nation of being 
able to kGA, tbd mighty loBces he bratig^ 
which it wouU he in his ^vrer to apgmetit 
at pleafure, by new fappliie$ cmt of T^^ngldffdp 
Nor ccttild any define of fevkig the libert>( . ojf 
their comitiry from i fctofeign dominMion fk^, 
pend the efieds of that difcorct aifiong the Iriih 
themfelve^^ the cakofits ^f whidi^ we^e lai^ in 
the bad eotiititution of their pK^itldal fyi(tems 
IriihJhmA. for, evert at this crifit, a dvif war irf Ndrtb 
Ulfter prevented Uaofe of tltet provbcd fitonei 
giving any attention tio t^ difeilce of l^e ifland^ 
which {o potent a king wa& openly mA ncHo-^ 
noofly preparing t(^ mvade« It nduft it^:fflkth 
be acknowledged thaC no ehfierprife of |hi& kin4 
WHS* ever tietter timed ; .ali circumftanc^ c<>n<^ 
curring to facilitate the fuecefs of Hecfry's de*- 
iign^ which, though formed by ambition, wa6 

i^und^ 
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fenoded on reafbns of the moft confuimnirtg pQ^^ ^^; 

prudence^ a. ft '1,71/ 

Soon OTcr the king's arrival at Watcrfi>rd,Hibern. Ex- 
the citizem of Wexford brought to him their P^ ^ ^ 
^tive, Fitzftephen^ as a criminal^ in bonds ; 
an^dng a merit of having delivered him up 
to the jufiice of his fovereign, without vtrhour 
leave tbey foppoied he had prefumed to make 
war (the firft of all his countrymen) a|;ainft 
them and the Irifh, in a time of iettkd peace^ 
a peace that for many ages had never been vio^ 
lated between Ireland and England* Henry 
Afiwed them ^reat kindneis, and after having^ 
ia their prefence, feprlmanded FitzQrephen^ with 
much feeming indignation, for his ralhnds and 
prefuroption, be added terrible menaces of the 
puniihments due. to an of&nce of this nature, 
and fsfit him loaded with chains, to be kept 
under ftfi^ cuftody^ as a prifoner of ftate, m 
R^inald^s tower. 

This gentleman might have pleaded, in vin« 
dication of himfelf, me letters patent which 
the king had given to Dermod : but he was 
conicious that by fome of his atchievements in 
Ireland he had exceeded the bounds prefcribed 
lii thofe letters; and it is not improbable that 
he fecretly kn^w, w might comfort himfelf 
with the hope, that the violence of the king^s 
ffefisntraent was feigned. Certain it is, that 
Henry fought, by all his afts at this time, ra- 
ther to appear the proteftor than the enemy of 
Ireland ; which produced fuch happy effefts, ^** 
that Denpod Mac Cart^y, prince of Defmcmd, 
- 5 voluntarily 
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BOO K IV> voluntarily came and fubmltted himielf to'hhn, 
^^I3^",iy,^ fwore fealty, and gave him hoftages for his 
faithful performance of the obligations to which 
he then was boimd, particularly for the pay- 
ment of an annual tribute. This, I prefume, 
was accepted in lieu of thofe fruits of feudal 
tenure, which were paid by the vafl&ls of the 
crown in England, but which could not be fb 
eafily levied in Ireland, till a better fettlement 
fliouldbe made of the Englifh government there; 
which would necefl&rily be a work of time. 

The prince of Defmond bore the title of 
King of Cork, Defmond having been anciently 
a portion qf that diftri6): which is called id 
fbme hiflories, and even charters of thofe times, 
Warc,cjanrii. fjjfg kingdom of Cork : but the city itfelf, with 
fome lands adjacent thereunto, was in the hands 
of the Ofhnen ; and Henry made it a part of 
die demefiie of the crown, leaving the refl o£ 
the province to be held of him in chief, toge- 
ther with * Defmond, by this prince. From 
Hxbera.Ex- Waterford he advanced, at the head of his 
pugnat. L i. ^j.jjjy^ ^ Lifmore, and from thence to Cafhcl, 
near which, on the banks of the river Shure, 
Donald O Brian, prince, or king, of Limerick 
and of Thomond, came to meet him, fwore feal- 
ty, and agreed to pay hiija tribute: as did like- 
wife^ foon afterwards, the prince of Oflbry, with 
all the leffer potentates of the South of Ireland^ 
whom he fent back to their feveral territories 
carefled and loaded with prefents. From Ca- 
fhel he returned to Wateiford, where his pri- 
foner Fitzfiephcn being again brought before 

him, 
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him, he willmgly was perfuaded, at the mter- book iv. 
<:eflion of his nobles, to fct hun free; but took^^^p^^^j^J 
from him Wexford, with the territory there- 
unto belon^ng, and annexed it (as he had done 
the other towns of the Oflanen) to his royal 
demefne in that ifland ; thinking it neceflary, 
according to the principles he had followed in 
his agreement with Strongbow, that all the 
fortified towns, and more efpedally the fea- 
ports, ihould be in his own hands. Nor did 
the Wexfordians defire any greater fevour of 
him, than to hold their city under him, as his 
immediate tenants, inftead of being fubjeded 
to the government of Fitzftephen, whofe ven- 
geance they feared, or of any other Englifh 
lord. 

After a fliort abode at Waterford the king ' 
marched to Dublin. The citizens, whofe chief 
commerce depended upon England, and was 
to great in thofe days that William of New- 
hury (ays, // rivalled that tf London^ received V. Nribue* 
him with much joy. Thither came to him 8^^"* .. 
O Ruark, and many potentates of the north Hlbem. £x< 
of Ireland, who rendered themfelves vaflals pugnat. l. i, 
and tributaries to him, as thofe of the fouth ^g^^^Jj^ 
had done before. But the fupreme monarch of Abbas. 
Ireland, Roderick, king of Conaught, unwil-^^^^ 
ling to give up the Sovereignty he enjoyed, 
delayed to follow the example of thefe inferior 
princes. Yet, after fome heiitation, he yielded 
to meetj on the borders of his kingdom, Hugh 
de Lacy and William Fitzaldelm, impowered 
hj commifiion from Henry to receive his alie« 

glance^ 
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TOOTt iv^. gumoe, and fettle the tribute he was to pay ; 

h.f).^ijtu whif h they accordingly did, and, in tke name 

of their mailer, granted him peace on thofe 

terms^ Giraldus Gtmbrenfis obferves, that thb 

Hibcra. Ex. prince's fufamiffion did virtually fuAfeSl the whole 

SiOTif * ^' «^/wrriy oflreland^ and all theif^eriar kitgs or 

chiefs^ of whom he was the bead and ruler ^ to 

the domimm qf Henry. Biat there were none 

^ of thefe, except the princes of Ulfter, wfao^ 

before his fubmiffion, had not perionally, iy 

their own immediate a3 and deed^ acknowledge 

thiat doBsnion : and in Ulfter itfelf the ibuthem 

provinces, governed by Murogh O Carols had 

by him been fubjeded to the fovereignty of 

England; though the iK)rthem parts, whidi 

their diftance and the winter now coming on 

fecured a^nft any danger of a prefent attack, 

reoiained as yet independent. Thefe undoubt-» 

edly would have been reduced to obedience 

before the end of the next fummer^ if other 

^Gurs had not forced the Englifh monarch to 

leave bis work imfiniflied. 

Abl^ tool, u Some ancient writers affirm, that on Henry*$ 

adann. ii7i*fi£ft landing, the ardibifliops, bifliops and ab« 

2^][2iii«' ^^o*^ ^^ Ireland had all received that prime as 

r^ou 'ibm/ and iking of the whole i/kmdy fweanng 

feal^to him »ad to his bors for ever, and 

tefltfying their acknowledgement of his fove«^ 

reignty by charters, which they gave to him as 

perpetual memorials thereof* Yet the filencc 

of Giraldus Cambreniis on this fid, and the 

im{ux)balnUty that all. the prelates of Ireland 

ifaould' have been permitted to go to Henry ^ 

Waterford, 
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\yataiiE)|d, aflid own hifiyfot their {bvereign,^<>^K iv. 
1^019 any of the* kin^^ or other inferioir ^J57][pj7^ 
tuk^ of wir fcyeral countries, h^d ful^itted, 
to hi? power^ . wo^ld incline one to doubt whe^. 
thcr the time of thqiJ? a£t% faid to haye been 
done by; thofe prelates^ is accurately ftated. 

Henry kept the Chriftmasi feftival of the Hibern. Ex- 
year eleven hundred and feventy-one in Dub- P"^^"^^- ^- *• 
lin» the metfopolis of his new-acquired king- ' ^^' 
dod : but, tnere being no houfe la that city 
fpacious enough to contain the numerous court, 
expe^l^d tQ attend him upon this occalion^ he 
ordered one to be built, without the walls, 
not of brick or of ftone, for the conftruftion 
qf which there was pot. time, but of fmoothed 
twigs QJC wattles, after the Irifli feftiion. Here 
he kafted ^11 the princes and nobility of Ire- 
land who had done homage to htm, with a 
ip^gnificence proper; to draw their r^fped^, and 
aq aflfability requifite to conciliate their affec- 
tion. 

SoQp afterwards he convened, by his royalibidcm,c. ^4. 
ipapdat^, at pafhcl, a national fynod of all the 
Irifli clprgy, fox the reformation of their church, 
agreeably to the promile he had made to Pope 
Adrian, 95 the copdition upon which that pon- 
tiff gr^pted to him the very extraordinary hull 
befoj:? s^cited. In this aflemhly, to which he 
feat 9oe pf his chaplains and two dignified 
clerg^ajjen, tlie biiliop of Lifmore prefidcd, as 
apo^cdWal legate, though the archbifliops of 
Uublin and of Tuam were prefcnt. S^^veral * 

canons were made, and ratificij by the kini^s 

Vo£.V. I f9r 
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BOOK IV. for the due celebration of regular and orderly 
^T^Tiiyi. marriages, and for the annulling of thofe whidi 
were inceftuous and illicite ; for the baptiiing 
of children within the church, and the cate- 
chifing of them at the church-door ; for the 
burying of the dead, who had been duly con- 
feft, with the proper rites and ceremonies ; and 
finally, for the eftabliftiment of an entire con- 
formity in divine worfliip, ^d all matters re- 
lating thereunto, between England and Ire- 
land. 

The abufe, which gave occafion to one of 
thefe canons, concerning the baptifin of infants, ' 
is thus explained by Benedift Abbot of Peter- 
Tom, i, borough. He tsiys ** it was the cuflom, in 
p- 3^ « feveral parts of Ireland, that, on the birth 

" of a child, his father, or any other perfiDn, 
** plunged him three times in water, or, if the 
<' family was not very poor, in mi/i^, which 
" water, or mili^ after the immei-fion was over, 
«' was thrown into the fink: to prevent which 
** profanation, the council made this decree 
« for baptifing in the church." Others were 
made for the particular benefit of the clergy ; 
to enforce the payment of tythes to the parochi- 
al priefts ; to exempt all the lands and poflef- 
fions of the church from all impofitions ex- 
afted by the laity, efpccially thofe moft ufual 
in Ireland ; and to declare, . that, as in the 
committing of homicide they were free from 
the correftion of fecular juftice, fo fhould they 
be from any (hare with the other kindred of 
a layman convidled thereof, in the payment' 

of 
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of a pecuniary compofition, or fine, which BOOK iv- 
die laws of Ireland allowed to the family of ^^[^^[^T^ 
the (Iain. 

It certainly was not agreeable to the incli- 
nations of Henry, or his fyftem of govern- 
ment, that any immunities of this kind, and 
more efpecially the laft-mentioned, ihould be 
granted to the clergy : but they had been made 
the conditions of Adrian's bull ; and he thought 
itneceflary to eftablifli his dominion in Ireland, 
not merely on force, and the fubmiffion of the 
Iriih princes and nobles, which in fome was 
unwilling, and in few quite fpontaneous, but 
on the real attachment of a party there to his 
fcrvice. Such a party could moft eafily, in 
the outfet of his reign, be found in the clergy. 
The abbot of Peterborough lays, that, before P- 39% 
the holding of this council, the greater part of 
the Irifli nation had never paid tythes, nor un- 
derftood that they were due : and therefore the 
eftablifhing of this impofition by the royal 
authority, and enforcing obedience to it, was 
fuch a bribe to the priefthood, as, together 
with the exemption from all criminal juftice 
decreed at the fame time in their behalf, muft 
have rendered them very zealous to reduce the 
whole ifland under the power of Henry, and 
maintain It In fubjeAion to his commands. 

It appears that this council was not merely 
a fynod of ecclefiafticks, but a national af- 
fembly, or parliament ; for by one of its de- 
crees a liberty was given to the Irifli, under 
certain regulations, to difpofe of their perfonal 
I 2 eftates 
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BOOK IV. eftates by will. The afts of it concluded with 
^■^■^J^T^ thefe remarkable words : " It is moft proper 
' ' ** and juft, that as Ireland has, by divine Pro- 

*< vidence, received a lord and king from Eng- 
*' land, fo likewife (he fliould from thence re- 
'* ceive a better form of life. For to that 
*« magnanimous king both the church and ftate 
«' of this ifland entirely owe whatever ad van t- 
" age they have gained in the. fettlement of 
" peace and the encreafe of religion : feeing 
** that before his coming into Ireland many 
<^ kinds of evils had, for a long time pall, 
** prevailed there, which by his power and 
*' goodnefs are now aboliflied.** 
. It is reafonable to infer from thefe laft words, 
that a reformation had been made, not only in 
the fpiritual, but civil ftate of Ireland, before 
this time, by giving the Irifti a better confti- 
tution of government, and a better rule of 
life and adion than their barbarous buehon law^ 
^.M. Paris, Accordingly we are told, by Matthew Paris, 
*dann. 1172.^1^^^ ^ council, or parliament, was held by- 
Henry at Lifmore, where the laws (f Engldnd 
%'ere tbanhfully received by all frefenty and an 
aath njbos taken t9 objerve them. It alfo ap- 
pears, that in this, or fome other alTembled 
\v^hile that prince was in Ireland, he ena^acd 
ftatute laws for the government of tliat king- 
dom ; there being a reference to one of them 
and exprefs confirmation thereof, in an Irifli 
acl of the fecond year q£ Richard the Third. 
V. Rot. Pat, Nor can any thing be more clear from the 
c.^8? ^^' grants and charters of thofe times, than that 

tho 
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tbeEngllfli tenures, and the laws or cuftoms^ooK iv. 
relating thereunto, were introduce^ into Ire- ^^TDTiTTir' 
land, and courts of juftice eftablifhed there Harris's 
upon theEnglifli model, and (heriffs and other ^^^^^^'^• 
officers of law and police appointed by this ibiden/ 
king. But whether M. Paris was correft inE- '.^5— i^^- 
hh account'pf the place where the Englifh laws Main's An- 
were received and fworn to by the Irifh, I ^wer to Sir K. 
think fpmewhat doubtful ; as it feems proba- ^^^^ 
bJe that thb aft, which was to bind the whole 
nation, was idone at Dijblii? in the folemnity 
of tfaechriftmas feftival, when Henry was at- 
tended by the princes and nobility of the king- 
dom, who had there pfiid him their homage, 
rather than at Lifmore, where he made no 
long abode, and from \vhence he was gone, 
(as appears jby the accounts of contemporary 
hiftorians) before homage had been done to 
him by any Irifh prince, except Dermod Mac 
Earthy. However thi> may have been, the 
communicating to Ireland the laws and cuf- 
toms of England was unqueftiopably a great 
boon to the people of that counjry, and a 
moft wife aft of policy ,in the king who did it ; 
but to render it effeftual more time was re- 
quired, 9nd a more abfojiute power over, the 
whole Irith nation than he yet had eftablifhed* 
In fa<fl we find, that the difturbances which 
afterwards enfued fo hindered and fruftrated the 
operation of this aft, that King John thought 
it neceflary to re-enaft it: for it appears 
by a ftatute of King Henry the X'^^^^> .^^at v. Rot. Pat. 
his fatbsr bad brought over into Ireland men n Hen. lii. 

1 3 JX:i//ed^^'"'^'' ^' 
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BOOK Tyj kiUed in the laws^ by wbofe concurrent advice^ 
A.D.U72. ^^^ ^* *^^ ^equeji of the Iri/h^ be ordained and 
Coke's 7th commanded the laws of England to be obfervedin 
^^in's C^^ /rifii^^^, and left the faid laws reduced into writ-- 
Mx.St,]o\iTi\ing^ under bis fealy in the exchequer at Dub- 
Argiim. m //^^ King John therefore completed, as fer 
forcl*3 Attain- as m him lay, what Henry the Second had be* 
der. gun ; but the full execution of this purpofe of 

both thefe princes was obftrufted by the trouUcs 
that arofe in their kingdoms, and by the revolts 
of the Iriih againft them and their fucceffi>rs in 
the throne of Englend. 
Hibcrn. jEx; Giraldus Cambrenfis takes notice, that the 
€."34? * ^ archbifliop of Armagh was prevented by age 
and infirmity from attending at Cafhel ; but 
fays^ he afterwards waited on the king at 
Dublin, and (hewed great obfequioufhe^ to 
him in all his delires. Perhaps the fecret rea- 
fon of his non-attendance at Cafhel was an 
unwillingnefs to yield the precedence in that 
council to the bifhop of Lilmore, as the pope's 
legate; which commiflion he might thmk 
ought not to have been feparated from the 
primacy of Ireland, if excrcifed at all in that 
kingdom. And indeed^ as it had been former- 
ly granted to Malachy, it feems ftrangc that 
it was not continued to this prelate ! He was 
now very aged, and efteemed a laint by the 
people, who law with admiration, that, where- 
loever he went, a white cow was led after him, 
«nd that her milk was all his food ! 
V. G. Cam- Soon after the feaft of the purification pf the 
gjJ|J^^"-BleffedViVin, Henry departed from Dublia, 
1. i; c. 35, and 
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rad went to Wexford, in which town he re- book iv. 
xnained till he returned into England. During '^[[^TfJI^ 
the whole winter feafbn and a part of the fpring, Benedia. 
for five fuoceffive months, the weather had been ^^^en 
£b extremely and conftantly tempeftuous,that all Brompton, 
navigation had been ftopt, and all correfpon- fubiinn.ii7a* 
dence cut off, between Ireland and the other 
domink>ns of the king, who very impatiently 
bore this long delay of the ii^ormation he 
wanted on many points of importance. But, Hibcrn. 
about the middle of Lent, he received advice, jfif "f^^e. 
that the Cardinals Albert and Theodine, le- 
gates a iatere^whom Pope Alexander the Third 
had fent into Normandy, on the affair of 
Becket's death, had been there fome months 
waiting for him, and began to threaten now, 
that, if he did not fpeedily come to them, 
they would lay all his dominions under an in* 
terdift. He much defired to make a longer Ef^- s. t. ' 
fkay in Ireland, that he might complete his ac- * * ^' 
qiiiiition of it, by fubduing all Ulfter, and do- 
ing many other things, which yet remained 
to be done, for the better fettiing c^ his au- 
thority, and ordering of the government, in 
the provinces fubje<^ to him : but he faw the 
neceffity of going into Normandy, to conclude 
with the l^tes, and hoped he fhould be able 
to return into Ireland when that preffing af- 
fair was difpatched. Before his departure he 
took the jM-opereft meafures that the exigency 
of the time would admit of, for the fupport 
and fecurity of the dominion he had gained. 

I 4 He 
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BOOK IV. H^ left dK earl of Pembroke ^cft c£ Ltia?- 

aTdT^ 17 2. ^^^» ^s a fifef of the EnglHli orbwii, smdcr 

Hibem. Ex- homage to hm&l£j which that lord ibaliyper- 

pug^rmt. L i. f^rrhtd when they were togethtt toBiiBIm: 

Benedia. but, to balance the gtcatnefe xrf fo rpefrwsrfdl 

Abbas^ ^ vaffal, he appointed Hi»rh de Lacy faftici* 

aim. 1172. *ry w Ireland, whidi oorcc Was the lanK^ in 

the abfence of the king, as lord lieutefimt tir 

viceroy ; and he likcwifc gav? -hihi the igo* 

yernment of the. royal city of Dubiiii^ •witii 

ocders to h\x\\A a-oaftle tbfcre,. ie^v:ing iihder ins 

coinmand Fitzftephen-and Fitzgcrald,\virii forty 

other kn^hts. It lias beea mentioned I)e£arc9 

that ORwark had ^btaked feah Roderick 

O Conor the temporary adnarhifthuion of Eaft 

Meatl%» that noonarch Tctatnlng !tbe weftem 

parts of the provrrice in his owmhaBkls. .Bfit 

Hemry now was induced to .grfltilt the whole^ 

as it had been en^yedby Morcfaad O Meldoh^^ 

tlTiifihfr^ (called in the charter H« Mbhcblin) or by 

j^'^ndix ro this^ny Other before or after that king, with all its 

Book, irom appurtcDanccs, to his Snifter Hogh dc Lacy^ 

qui'r?Hiblra. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ immediatdy of him and 
c. 27, his, heirs, by the fervice of fifty knights. The 

K:harter is dated at Wexford, and tne treadcr 
will find it in the appendix to this book. Such 
a gift was apparently prejudicial and ofienfive 
to ORiiark and O Conor; ndr ido. weifind oa 
what ground, or on what pretence cf jnfiicc, 
it was made by King Henry, indeed the 
claim of tliofc princes tb the pofjfeffion erf any 
part of Meath was mere ufiirpation; and, 
thei-cfore, the granting it entire to this barcm 

in 
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fh fee -vwts Mft m «^ 'fo kijurimis, <k fo iifcdy *6^ J^- 
•to €KcfCe the *dfentr»cnt ef the friih, */^ ^ a^Id!^^ 
^imce df^foyal bcnafe ^- l\)featli Imd feeeh ' • 
i*rus dl%<^ >of fcis right. Yde, AMI, ^%fc ; 

<y« Kfetfmg ^ ^Gient kkr^Hoki Kff If elahd ftot^ 
the prdeftt Ki(k ^fiefiibrs, MmcI frt>m e\^y 
iirandi 6f thsft rfiite^hich cqnlA le^fly cfetrtn 
The ^wrii^h^tade rf it^ to ^n EnMHh l6fd ^Ai 
his *bek*s, was ^a wjfeafure 'svh^ tfte nation 
wootd not 'edftly af>piw^«, -w even for^v^. ^ 

Otie^ihoraW t?hi»lc that ^omc ^agfetment, wk4i 
retetidn to this pWv«kice, between Henty «nd 
'Rcriettck/mwfttov^e preceded chisgfant; fo 
as that the fortilW ^HMght f>lead the consent rf . * 
die latter for wfcifng frmn GRnark tfie admi- 
niftraEtkto thdi'ecrf) awAconfeiring it wpcm Lacy; 
Asfcr Donrfld'O^MekeyiB, ^i had forfeited all 
liis fight by the ^nvurder of his predecefflw; 
Biid it is ^r&hable th2tt the ^her collateral 
t5a(imdnte, wariting fjBwBr to ^^it, thouglrt 
itttdvifi^te to gi\^ mpj k>t to ivave, their pre- 
tenfic^. Be this as it may, the ^bje^ion oF 
fA\ Meath, aiid ^ttf Leitffter, to 'two finglifh 
iiebrdds who hdd in chfef of the king, gave 
'grtzt ftpength to ^the power of the Englifh 
trowft in keland « thoughi> perhaps, it may be 
dotibtful, whdfbtt- it woQld n6t have been a 
wore poJftictc meafure t6 ^hvt divided the 
former into feveral balronies, Mhertban to have 
given it entire -to one vaflal^ *whohad aHb the 
gcwemrhetit cf the (si|Htfel ttty,: and the Wgh 
affkc of graftd jtttticiary erthe realm. Btit 
thegreatnefs of E9»f StrofigboW was theprin* 
«ipal 4objed of Henry's jealgufy in that inland, 

and 
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BOOK iv^ and he defircd to check it by nufing up againit 
A. D. 1172/^*^^ ^ jyowerful rival there. He alfo commit- 
Hibern. ted thecity of Watesfordto Humphrey deBohun, 
lifT^. ^^ Wexford to William Fitzaldekn : the firft 
** ^* ^ * of thefe having under him Robert Fitzbemard 
and Hugh de Gunckville ; the latter Philip de 
Haftings and Philip de Breufe ; with garriibns 
in each place of forty knights. For the greater 
iecurity of thefe towns and his own domina* 
don therein, the king ordered caftles to be 
J*^^ built in both with all poflSbfc expedition, 
Hoyeden, ad and took into his own iervice Milo de Cogan 
ann. 1171. ^d Raymond, with other principal officers of 
Sgiiat. t^c ^^1 <>f Pembroke's late army. 
L uc. 3;. He feems to have placed ibme confidence in 
the Oilmen, as well afieded to hims and 
probably they were fo* on account of their 
commerce with his fubjefts in England : yet it 
may be prefumed he would have left fironger 
garrifons in all the towns they pofleiTed, if it 
had been in his power: but diftempers, which 
the food and climate of Ireland produced in his 
ibldiers, who were unaccuftomed to them, con? 
ilrained him to carry the greater part of his 
army back with him into England, for the 
recovery of their healthy and to flop the fur- 
ther progrefs of the epidemical fluxes which 
began to rage among them. Neverthelefs he 
intended to return in a (hort time, with equal 
or greater forces : but fuch accidents intervened 
as imhappily prevented his executing this pur- 
pofe. As bis prefimt affairs would admit of 
no delay, he wdt^d his tcoops to Waterford, 

where 
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.where his fleet was then lying ; and on EaftcrBOOK iv. 
Monday, in the year eleven hundred and^^pjTTzT' 
leventy-two, failing from Wexford, with only 
two fhips in his train, arrived the fame day at 
Portfinnan, in South Wales ; bis troops having 
landed, the day before, at Pembroke. 

it has been mentbned, that, in going through 
Wales into Ireland, Henry bad taken the cm- 
tddy of Caerleon upon Ulke from Jorwerth, 
a WeUh lord, .whofe fidelity he fufpefted. 
This feemed nece^ary, as a fort had been lately WelihChnm. 
ereded out of the ruins of that mofl ancientgv^^^** 
city, where great monuments iHll remained of^^ 
the Roman magnificence, even in the times of 
which I write. But Jorwerth thought himfelf 
injured, and, when the king was departed, 
lent Howel and Owen his fons, with others of 
hb kindred, and all the force they could raife, 
to recover pofieflion, both of the town and of 
the iort. They fucceeded in part of this at- 
tempt; but not being able to take the fort 
they fct fire to the town^ which they had taken, 
.and left it. As Henry pafied near that dUkriSt 
in returning^ from Irel^nd^ he defired to fee 
Jorwerth at a certain place on the borders, and 
lent him a fafe condu& for himfelf and his fons, 
with a puipofe oi making aip amicable end of 
this quarrel ; that no commotions arifing from 
thence in Wales mighrdiflurb the realm in his 
.abfence. Jorwerth orderedr.his fon Owen, who 
iiappened to be then ia another part of the 
country, to join him on the road ; but the 
young* man, in obedience to this command, 

paffing 
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upon 
probablt that they knew not of bis having 9, 
lafe condtrft ; but his father, upon htaring df 
his being killed, tumpd back, and gathering 
together all tfcc Welfli^vhpjn he or hi$ ftiendi 
could engage in tficir familj qugfrcl, took re-t 
Veijge by incurfions into thofe pafrts gf Mon- 
TOomhlhire Which were poffeft by the*Eng1ifli^ 
and the bordering touTtties of England. Henry, 
"informed of tbelc e\^ents, made f^hees ap 
Gryffytli diief juftice over jijl South Wales, as 
. the befi: means in hfs powder to quiet thitigs 
there, thixDUgh th? autliority of this prmte, the 
natural lord of that country^ and head of the 
family thiis aggrid\^d ; Wh'le'helritpfclf, toeing 
xraHed by Wiore impottantaflfeirs, weittto Port^ 
moutb; ^nd front thehtfe/ttiking with lihn tije 
young king,' his *^ldeft foriV pafled over ihe 
channel. ' " - ' . . 

V. Hovfedcn, We have a letter from the cjrrdinal legates 
f. 305. ad ^ ^}^^ ardhbifhop of Ravenna, in which they 
tell nim, ^* that ttenty, 33 loon as he knew oi 
** their arri\^l in lits terntories,' removing all 
"impediments which might capfe delay, j\nd 
*^ laying afide all the bulincfs incutnbent upon 
*^* him, had hnftened from !rdand, ^jthrough 
*** England into Normandy, and immediately 
•*' after his landing in that dutchy had fent to 
*' them many and honourable meflengers, to 
^* defire them to name a place of conference 
*** with hihi ; and tfctt, accdrdingly^ thcy*^^a3 
'i . *> appointed 
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** appointed a corvvent at Savigni* Thafr he B^XOK iv. 
*5 met them there attended by many of his no- aTdTITiT 
** bilityjf both ^iritual and temporaL That, 
^^ {bme dUagreement ariiing, he departed from 
•* the conference, with a Teeming purpofe of 
•* inftantly retnrning to England ; and they m- 
** tended to have-gone, the following day, to 
•* Avranches: but, in the morning, there came 
•* to them the bifliop of Lificux and two arch- 
♦^ deacons, who granted, in his name, all that 
^' they had infilled on, and he confirmed it at 
*f Avranches, upon the Sunday before Afcen- 
*^ fiofl-day.'* It is not eafy to deny the truth V.EpIftolas 
of this evidence; yet, among the eptftles o(l^^^^^ 
John of Salifhury, there is one from the king 
to the bifhop of Exeter, which fays, *' that, 
** at firft, he found the legates too fevere, and 
** feemingly inflexible ; but that afterwards, 
** againfl the expeftations of all men, a recon- 
** cUiation followed, to the honour of God and 
** the church, and to his honour aixd that of 
*« his kingdom," However this may have been, 
on what conditions the reconciliation was con- 
cluded at Avranches we certainly know, by a 
charter, or inftrument, drawn up in the form V.Eplft. s. 
of a letter to the king, by both the legates, to JJ^^^g ^' ^• 
be preserved as an evideiKre and record thereof. Hoveden, fufc 
They were as follows : f^^- "7^* 

I. That> in the coiurfe of the next twelve- see^ifo Ap- 
month from the approaching feafl of Pentecoft, pcndix, 
the king fhould give fo much money as the 
knights templars Siould deem fufficient to main- 
tain two hundred knights for the defence of 

the 
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BOOK IV. the Holy Land during the term of one year. 

A.D.n7i/^^* '^^'» ^^^ ^^ ^^^* Chriftmas-day, he 
* fhould take the crofs himfelf for the term of 
three years, and the following fummer go in 
perfon to the Holy Land, unleis the obligation 
were difoenfed with by Pope Alexander him- 
felf, or his catholick fuccefiors. Nevertheless,* 
if, from the preffing neceflity gf the Chriftians 
in Spain, he fhould go thither to make war 
againft the Saracens, he might in that cafe de- 
fer his journey to Terufalem, for fo much 
time as he fhould ^nd in fuch an expedi- 
tion. 

2. TVt he neither fhould hinder hittoielf, 
nor fufFer others to hinder, appeals firom being 
made freely, with good faiths and without 

fraud or evil intention j in ecclefiaftical caufes 
to the Roman pontiff; fo that they may be 
tried and determined according to his judge- 
ment. Tet with a provifo^ that if any appeU 
lants were fuf^eSied by the king^ they Jhould 
give bimfecuntyj that they wotdd not attempt 
any thing to the prejudice of him or his king- 
dom. 

3. That he fh^iuld abfolutely give up thofe 
conflitutions or cufloms, which had been in- 
troduced in his time againft the church of his 
kingdom. 

4. That, if any lands had been taken firom 
the fee of Canterbury, he fhould fully reftore 
them, as they were held by that fee a year 
before Archbifhop Becket went out of Eng- 
land. 

5 5- That 
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* S. That to all the clergy, and laity of BOOK iv. 
cither fex, who had been deprived of their A.D/u-2/^ 
pofleffions on the account of mat prelate, he 
mould likewife reftore thofe pofleffions, with 
his peace and favour. 

All thefe injundions the legates, by the au- 
thority of the pope, commanded the king to 
obferve with truth and fincerity, for the re- 
miffion of his fins; becaufe (as they fet forth 
in the preamble to the articles) though he had 
taken in their prefence a ^voluntary oath^ that he 
neither ordered nor dejired the murder ofBeckef^ 
and was exceedingly grieved when the report 
thereof was brought to his ears^ yet he feared 
that the malefaSors who had flain that prelate 
took occajion to commit that wicked ah from 
the pafjion and perturbation they faw in him. 
Accordingly he now (by way of penance for 
that fault) publickly fwore to perform the 
articles above-mentioned, relating to the holy 
war, and (In order to obtain a reconciliation 
with the church) all the others agreed to be- 
tween him and the legates ; the young king, 
his fon, whom he had called out of England 
into Normandy for this purpofe, joining with 
him, as a further fecurity to die church> in 
the latter part of this oath. 

Such were the conditions of Henry's abfolu- 
tion ; and better conditions they appear to have 
been (all circumftances confidered) than he had 
yealbn to expeft: for the moft inconvenient 
and troublefome injunction, that of taking the 
crofs, he might hope to get rid of, by a papal 

difpen- 
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B.QO^ ly. JifpQtxfetioiix grounded on occufes whicb time 

^^^^^^"^Z^Btid rafiovs incidents might giford. And to. 

' * th$ chuiTQh he gave up nothingi by the terms 

of this agreement,, which he had not before 

propofed to yieH: for, in the cppteft with 

Becket^ he had frequently offered to amiuU 

apy laws which flioind not be found to have 

been part of the eonftitution of England in his 

gr9n4fatHer*s reigu. Wherefore, in writing 

^n account of this bufinefs to the bifhop of 

Exetef , when he mentions the article by which 

he confepted to abolift> all fke ctfjhnis^ introduced 

in bis time againji the church of bis kingdom^ 

he adds^ which I reckon to be few or none. 

The only particular, wherein he might feem 
to recede from the Clarendon ftatutes, was 
with regard to the reftraint which one of them 
had laid on appeals to the fee of Rome : but 
even here, by the right he referved tp himfelf 
of denjanding fecurity from any fujp0ed ap- 
pcllant^, he kept in his hands a ftrong curb, 
which he might ufc at his pleafure, over the 
liberty granted. Upon the whole, he juftly 
bo?fted tp the bifEop of Exeter, that he had 
cpncluded this agreement to his own honour • 
Ipdeed the feafpn for' proceeding 9gainflt him 
with feverity, or impofing hard terms of abfo- 
lutioo* was paft. This he felt j and it feems, 
that, as circuipftances then flood, the pope w^^ 
little kfs afraid of his .enmity than he of the 
pppe'$ : fpr the legates fpeajc with great plea- 
fyre, in their narrative before cited, oi his 
having fwprn, with his fon, at the clofe of 
2 this 



Digitized by 



Google 



hf King HfelSTRY It 129 

tfcis bufinefs; to ddhere to Alexander yS long iOOK iv. 
as bejhould treat tbem like Cl6ri/iian and ^^thor'^J^^^'^^r^ 
Hck Kings ; which condition implied, that if, 
on any prctente, he fliould pafs any ientence 
of excommunication againft eithef of them, 
they would aharidon liis j5arty. 

The legates add, in their letter^ that King 
Henry (the father) profnifed feme other things, 
wbicb of his own free accord be was to doy but 
tvbicb it was not proper tofet down in writing. ^ 
What thefe were is unknown. They might 
he voluntary periarices which he fecretly offered 
to inflict on himfelf, 6r private bounties' t6 the 
pope, or to thofe v<rho lupported the interefts 
of that pontiff in Italy bt in Fraiice; birt," 
certainly, he did tiot^if bis oWn free accordi 
promife greater conceflibns, m any points that 
related to his diiputes with the church, than 
the legates had iiow aiked; 

As for the oath which he tdbk t6 clear hii 
reputation of any intentidnal guik in the mur- 
do: of Bccket, he chofe to tSce it; not only 
that he might the tnore eafily obtain abfolp- 
tbn^ but for the fake of declaring his ihriocenc? 
to the World ih the inoft lolemn manner : And 
tiiat he did not fwear* fialfdy *w have groiindis 
to believe, from the tnfJeavdtirt hd ufed to ftO{< 
the fdur knights bn the fitft iiotice he had of 
tkir departure ; from hi^ feridihg^ other per^ 
fons, with ordcrsi pot to kill, but to arreft th« 
archlnihop; and from his natural tetnpef , which, 
Ijeing apt to take fee tipon ariy provdcation^ 
vested its fury ia violent cxprcffions of anger, 

VouV. K fuch 
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BOOK ly.fuch as his reafon, when he bad time to xooV 

^"■^[YiTir ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^"^ ^^ carry into a6:ion. Qf 
this there is one moft rema^ka^le iuftance, 
v.Ephl.Joh. which 1 find in a letter, written by Jqhn of' 
SiiTifb. 159. Sairfbury during the year eleven hundred and 
lixty-fix. InforuiatiQn is ihere given to the 
biihop of Exeter,' that, in the council affembled 
at Chinon in Touraine on occafion of Becket*s 
declared refolution to excommunicate JHenry, 
the offended monarch broke out, before the 
whole aflembly, into pafl^onate complaints 
againft that prelate, even to the iihedcUng of 
tears ; and concluded by feying, tj!)af they were 
all traitors^ who did not diligently endeavour 
to deliver and free him f mm the bo/lile attacks , 
of this one man : for which exprelSon he was 
then reproved with fome warmth by the arch- 
bifhop of Rouen. 

Now thefe words, which his paflion drew, 
fo openly from him, and which remained 
without effeft, were of much the fame pur- 
port and fo^ce as thofp, jvhich afterwards, 
caufed the afTaflination of Beckett but when 
princes intend to ordef i^urders, they t^ke more 
private methods, and cai:(;fully lii4e th^ delign^ ^ 
except from thoft to whofeii^ndsthe execptlpa, 
is intrufted, or whq gaY.e the adi^i^e. It feems 
therefore but jui^ice to ii?ipwtp to Henry no, 
guilt in yirhat was done agaiaft Bejjfet b^opd 
tba^ intemperance in expr^flB Hk-^ge^ which 
he owned and lamented, wt ho\y 3xen ihall ; 
we account for hi$ fuiprering the a^^flins to 
remain unpunished ? Sooje modern writer^ fup*. 
... .: P<?ie 
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pofe that this forbearance was owing to hi^ fear ^^^^^ iv* 
of infringing the privileges of the church, ^^'^Ti 1 7 a» 
which, taough incapable of infliftiiig any cor- 
poral penalties, claimed to itfelf the fole powef 
of puni(hing its own members. And this in* 
deed was the reafon, why the pope did not 
ftake the putting to death the four, knights, 
and all their accomplices, the firft condition of 
^ving abfolution to Henry. But any /ight 
in the church to fuch an exclufivc jurifdiilion 
had never yet been acknowledged by that mo- 
narch .himfelf, who, on the contrary, had 
maintained, with infuperable firmnefs, hk own 
ihherdit prerogative to punifh all offences com- 
mitted m his realm ; but more cfpecially mur- 
ders. The departing from that principle in- 
this particular inftance might naturally pra- 
duce untoward fufpicions: whereas, certainly, 
his exerting the jufticc of the crown upon fuch 
an occafion would not have been deemed, by 
the clergy or the pope, an irremiffiWe fin. 
'the trutn of this matter appears to be very 
well ftated by \Villiam ot Newbury, whoNcwbrigcn* 
Kved and wrote in thofe times. He fays ^' /^i2/ A^g^orum, 
*' Henry was the more incanfoleabfy affii£led,\.n 
^^ becaufe be wasjenfible thai whether he /pared 
«« tbofe homicides^ or did not Jpare them, the 
«' minds of men would be inclined to think HI 
•< of him. Por, if be granted impunity to fuch 
f * heinous criminals j it would be imagined he bad 
♦* given encouragement and authority to the crime: 
«' hut^ if be punijhed that in them which it was • 
^^fuppafed they bad not undertaken without or^ 
K 2 *• ders 
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** ders from bim^ he would be fpoken jof af 
•' guilty of a double ^ickednefs. Wherefore be 
♦* thought it beji to [pare them^ and out of re^ 
*^ gar a to bis own fame ^ as well as their fafety, 
*' delivered them over to the apojlolical Jee^ 
^ that they might undergo afolemn penance. ^^ 

The fame writer adds, " that, being ftung 
** with remorfe, they willingly went to Rome, 
** and were fent by the pope from thence to 
*' Jerufalcm, where, after they had, for fome 
** years, performed not remifsly the penance 
*' iitjoined them, they all ended their lives.** 
But in this accoimt of their death he certainly 
was ' miftaken : for it appears by records, that 
Hugh de Morville was alive in the fecond year 
of King John ; though their having all periflied 
within lefs than three years after their crime 
was committed is mentioned as an extraordi- 
nary judgement of God, and a divine attes- 
tation of the fanftity of Becket, by fome 
of the writers of his l&c. 

A little before the abfolution of Henry, his 
eldeft fon and Margaret, his daughter-in-law, 
had gone over into England, and were crowned 
together, at Winchefter, by the archbifliop of 
Rouen, affifted by the bifhops of Evereux and 
Worcefter. The employing in this miniftry ' 
a foreign primate was a new and extraordi- 
Bfary aft. During the vacancy of tKe fee of 
Canterbury it naturally belonged to the arch- 
bifliop of York, or the bifliop of London : 
but the king of France rnftfting, that neither 
tho& prelates, nor the bifliop of Salifbury^ 

fliould 
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(houl^ hioc any part in it, on account of the BOQK iv^ 
enmity whicb^ lie knew had fobfifted between XToTilT^ 
them and Becket, this expedient was advifed» 
or approved of, by the legates. A better would 
have been, to have fiUcd the fee of Canterbury 
before this coronation : but Henry, i^th good 
teafon, deferred the deflion of a fucceflbr t6 
Becket, till he fliould be abfolv-ed by the papal 
authority, for fear that, while he was nego- 
tiating witl^ Rome, new difturhances might 
arife from another primate, in England, at- 
tached to the perfon and principles of the 
^rmer : aqd Louis, who had thought the not 
crowning his daughter together with her huf- 
band, in the year eleven hundred and feventy, 
an affiront and indignity, ^r which he ought 
to demand the mp(t fpeedy reparation, woulii 
endure no delay. There does not appear to 
have beqn any real neceflity for repeating the 
^pronation of the young king ; but the doubts 
laifed by Becket^ whether, during his life- 
time, the performing of that certisnony by any 
^jther bi(hop did nof: make it null and void^ 
may have c^ufed thi$ repetition, which was 
not dilagreeable to the ulage of that age. As 
f9on as it w^ over, th^ prince returned tQ 
Caen, where he was prefent at his father's abr 
fblution by the legates ; and thei^, uo urgent 
hyiinefs requiring his Ipnger £tay abroad, he 
went back into England, about the end of 
September in the year eleven hundre4 and H&r 
yfnty^tWQ. 
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^OOKJIV* Not long afterwards meafures were , taken 
A.D. U72. *^ ^^^^. kingdom for the elefting of a new 
Gervafc, uj archbifliop of Canterbury, The prior and 
^^?^^' monks of the con vent of Chriftchurch in Can* 

terbury demanded a free eleSiion^ by which 
they meant to exclude the hi (hops of the pro- 
vince from any (hare with them in it, and the 
. king from recommending. As this could not 
be granted, the young Henry and his mini* 
ftersj when they had laboured in vain to over-' 
come their obftinacy, fent Odo the prior with 
fome of his monks into Normandy, to King 
Henry the father, who did his utmbft to gain 
the votes of thp convent, through the prior's 
mediation, for the bifliop of Bayeux, a man 
of a gentle and tradable difpofition : but Odo 
was defirous that another Becket fhould be 
chofen ; and though Henry, for the lake of 
?xi objcft fo important to the quiet of his realm, 
ftooped even to fupplications which did not 
well become the majefty of the crown, it wa5 
all to no purpofe. The condefcenfion of the 
king ferved only to encreafe the haughtjnels of 
thd monk, who returned to England relolved 
to perlevere in oppofing the ele<3:ion of the pre- 
late recommended by that pringe. Nothing 
therefore was done for feveral months in thi^ "* 
bufinefe. 

But in all other points thp affair? of Henry 
HOW wore a moft fl?Lttering afpeft*. His ;-e- * 
conciliation with Rome, his near alliance with 
Louis> his fubfidiary treaties. with the earls of ' 
Boulogne and of Flanders^ his coiifederacy with 
^ : * the 
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tte emperor and with tHe very potent duke of BOQ K jv. 
Saxony and Bavaria, who had married his a.d/iijz. 
daughter, feemed to promife him a fecure and 
lafting tranquillity in^ all his foreign domi- 
nions. The commotions in Wales were ap- 
peafed. The king of Scotland, unaided by 
the arms of France, could not hope to fuc- 
ceed in a war againft England, which king- 
dom, in all appearance, was more free from 
any caufes of internal diforders than it had 
been fihce the firft coming in of the Normans. 
The adminiftration of government was mild 
andjutf; the title to the crown undifputed. 
Nothing had happened to leflen the honour 
and dignity of the Englifli name in any part 
of the world. The Englifh empire was en- 
crcafed, without any lots of blood, and with 
little expence of treafure, by the acquifition of 
Ireland, the moft beneficial to .England that 
c6uld be faiade. But while Henry was think- 
ing how to perfeft this atchievement, which, 
he had not wholly finiflied, and extending his 
carfes to many other great objeds for the good 
of his family, or the happinefs of his people, 
with equal affedion to both, his peace . was 
difturbed by an unfufpefted, unnatural, and 
impious confpiracy, of his family itfelf, with 
many peers of his realm, and foreign powers, 
againft him; a confoiracy, which burfl: forth 
at oncd, like the fudaen eruption of a vulcano, 
and ilxook all his dominions to the very foun-; 
^ions. ' 

K4 The 
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Book ly. The firft contriver of this treafon wa$ E^ 
AiD.liyi. ^o^f l^is queen, incited to it by rage at finding 
- herfelf negleftedt iand pthef women preferred 
to her, by a huiband (he had loved, Wiljiam 
L. 111. c. 25. of Newbury ' fays, that, when (he ceafed to 
breed children, the king Iforfook Ker bed. Love 
^ ♦ and pride had been al wiays her predominant 

pafEohs, and both were offended by tiiis infi- 
delity, which having changed her too violent 
and ill-requited fononefs into a rancorous ha- 
tred, (he fougljt revenge by the moA nefarL- 
ous 'meaiis. r or, while her hufband was m 
Ireland^ (he infufed into the mind of their 
Diccto Imag. elddft fon, Henry, by the help pf Radulph de 
J*^^-/^^f:Faie, her uncle, and Hugh de Saintemaiire, 
« i* who had worked themfelves into the favour 

of that prince, fuggeftions of the incongruity 
of his being a king/ and not exercifihg the 
power which belonged to that office without 
controul. His owp temper inclining hina tq 
entertain fuch ideas, he \yas ea(ily brought to 
think, that his father, by having placed the 
crown on his head, had taken it off from his 
own. When Eleanor^ found that this notion, 
frequently inculcated and confirmed by her 
agehts about him, as well as by herfelf, 
had prepared him to rebell whenever (he 
could fc^* a fit opportunity and fufficient 
ftrehgth to fupport nim, (he' proceeded to coin- 
tine m^ny perfons of great power in > con- 
ftderacy ' with him, but by what methods, or 
at what particular times, we aire not well in- 
formed. It only appears, that in the 'courfe 
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if the year eleven hundred and fcv^ty-two BOOK iv. 
Adam de Port, being arraigned of traiteroufly ^ D/j,y^/ 
confpiring the death of the king, fled out of Bencdia. 
the realm before a trial, anA was outlawed : ^^J^ ??* 
but we do not find that the king had any in-» 
formation of the extept of the plot ; no other 
oerfon being charged, nor any of thofe mea- 
jiires taken, which muft naturally have re- 
sulted from the lead intelligence given of the 
nature of thofe intrigues, with which there 
IS too much caufe to believe this execrable de^ 
fign was conneaed. The king pf France is, 
hy fome contemporary hifloiians, iaid to have 
been oi^e of the firft who advifed and promo- 
tjcd the forming of a league, in which were 
engaged the two earls of Flanders and Bou- 
Ipgne, for the dethroning of Henry, and giving 
the young king, his eldeft fon, the fole govern- 
ment pf the kingdom, It feems, they de- 
pended on Hei^ry's being detained a longer 
time in Ireland. For, when Louis heard of 
his arrival at Barfleur, he exclaimed, tJbat this Dlceto Imag. 
prince^ now in Irelandy now in England j and^^^ adawu 
f$ow in Nofmandy^ mufi be rather fuppofed to 
fiy^ than ride J prfailJ Words which lead one 
to think, that he by whom they were fpoken 
was not only furprized, but difappointed and 
vext, at the great hafte made by Henry, which 
difconcerted the fchemes his enemies had con- 
trived to annoy him in his abf^nce. 

About the feafl: of All Saints in the year 
eleven hundred and feventy-two, the young 
Jibing and his queen were ordered by his father 
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BOOK i^toxrenicttwer intb Normandy, which coiritnan^ 
jL b./i 172/ (}^ is .faid)-heivety unwillingly (jbcycd. If thi^ 
Bcnciai relufiance was twt feigned, it may either have 
*^|^]^^ arifen fixMn ^bi^' ^♦ilhing to begin the rebellion 
m Englaiid withditt any longer delay, or fronx 
apppehenfiDnd that his father^ having difco\^ered 
his treafoD, m^ht intend to arreft him': but 
to little dM Henry fufj^eft the machinations 
bctwtcni I Louis and him, that tht principal 
caufe of fending for him and his confort' Wa^ 
that -monarch's diikt to fee them' at Paris; 
They went thither, and^ after a Ihort ilay ' with" 
Wm^ there; during which the whole plan of the 
rebellion was fettkd, they returned into Nor- 
y.Autliorw matidy; which fc«ne authors fuppofe. they w^re 
^^^ " 'coniterained to do by a peremptory order from' 
Henry, becaufe he feared (as they fay) thfe 
fraud and malice of Louis : but more pl-oba- 
bly their depattm'e was owing to other reaftiriiV 
and fuch as fatisfied Louis that they -might go 
back without danger : for otherwife hewould^ 
not have permitted them to leave him- Nor 
did Henry put his fon under any reftrainf wheh 
hehad^him again' ih his power, but left hifri 
behind in Normandy with his wife, and went 
himielf to keep his Chriftmas in Anjou. Be- 
fore they feparated, thaft prince, purluant to a 
counfel given to him by Louis, demanded of 
hitfriatbet' to be put in preftnt pofleffion of 
Normandy, Anjou, or England: which be- 
ing Tefufed, he faid nothing, but determined 
to execute his treafonable^efigns, of which this' 
dcifiand was a pcelude ; being certainty rather 
(.* made. 
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fiis revolt, thap with any hope to obtmn it. A.D/1173J 

Aif^rChriftpas Henry, fent for his fon to ' 
come to him at Chinon in Anjoji; i^pm 
whence they went together, io company withDiccto Imag. 
Queen Eleanojr, into Auvergne, where he^|^^^^*^ 
had appointed a meeting with the eai;] of Savoy Benejiia;. 
and Morienne, in order to conclude a treaty ^bli^. 
^f marriage between his youngeft foa John^^^ ™. 
who had, hardly yet completed the feventU 
year of his age, and the earrs eldeft daughter*? 
As it never took effeft, it will be enough > to 
iay here, that, in cafe the earl's death with- 
out a fon by the lady to whom he was mar- 
ried, it would have given to John all that prince's 
dominions, and a large ihare of them even if 
he fliould have a fon, which contingency wai^ 
thought very unlikely to happen. It proceeded 
fo far, that the princefs was delivered to King, 
Henry the father, to be kept in hi^ cuftody, 
and under his tuition, till a confummation of 
the marriage at a proper age of the parties. 
But, in a fubfequent conference . with the eai^l 
at Limoges, Henry mentioning the three caftles * 
of M'urebeau, Chinon, and Loudun, (which 
after the death of his brother, Prince. Gcoffiry ^ 
Plantagenet, had all been repaired) as an in- - 
heritance he intended to leave to John by his , 
laft will, the young king, who was prdent, 
pertinacioufly refufed to give his coment to. 
this bequeft, though the benefits likely to ac- . 
crue to his family from fuch an alliance would > 
have J unified a much greater* Her^ypon^ ^d : 
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BOOK IV. iti confequcnce of fome intelligence given by 
A.D n73*^^^^^ ^^ Touloufe, who had now made a 
finn agr ee ment with Henry, on terms I fhall 
mention more particularly hereafter, that mo* 
narch removed from the family of his fon a 
Chron. Vaf- youog lord named Afculfe de St. Hilaire, ^nd 
^Sbert de ^^^^ ^^ ^^5 houfchold, whofe evil counfels 
Monte be tbou^t had inftigated their mafter to this 
\^^^^^ undutifal conduft ; and placed about him new 
iervants, on whofe loyalty and approved af- 
feftion to himfelf he more confidently relied. 
But the root of the mifchief lay deeper, and 
tbe extent of it reached further, than he yet 
knew, or fufpefted. For, loon afterwards, 
^hile be and his fon were returning from 
5^J^ Limoges into Normandy, that prince left him 
Pd-Bi^^'at Chmon, and with all the fpeed he could 
Epi^ make rode before him to Alen9on; from 

whence, as if his intention had been to go to 
Caen, he proceeded to Argenton, and taking 
there a fliort reft went out of that town about 
day-break» and haftened to Chartres, where the 
French court then refided. His father, who had 
followed him asfar as Alenfon, lay there thefame 
night oti which which he lay at Argenton; buC 
bemg informed the next day of the road he had 
taken, inftead of continuing his journey to Caen 
or Rbuen,he vifited all his caftles on the fron- 
tier of France, and caufed them to be Ipeedily 
repaired and provided with whatfocver was ne- 
ceflary for their defence, but more efpecially 
Gifors, which he ftrengthened and fupplied to 
the utmoft of his power. He then viewed alt 
hh caftles in the dutchy of Normandy with 

the 
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the fame prudent care, and fent letters to the^^OK iv. 
governors of his feveral fortrefles, in Aqui- ^TDTiiTjT 
taiue, in Anjou> in Bretagne, and in England, 
commanding them to fortify and guard well 
the places committed to their keeping. For he 
now apprehended the extent of that danger, to •'. 
which hitherto he had been unaccountably 
blind. Soon after the event which impelled- 
him to take thefe neceflary precautions, Richard 
Barre,' whom, in recompence for many faith- 
ful fervices, he had, not long before, made 
chancellor to his fon, delivered up the great 
feal : nor was lefs integrity found in the officers 
he had placed in the houfehold of his fon, who 
all returned to him, and brought with them 
the whole baggage belonging to their maften 
But he fent them back to that prince with 
his arms and accoutrements, and with filver 
plate for his ule, and horfes and garments. 
Whether he did this in hopes that fo genergusi 
a proceeding might touch his heart, or with 
an intention to keep thefe men about him as 
fpies, or for both thefe reafons conjointly, may 
be matter of doubt ; but they were not per* 
mitted to continue in his fervice, unlefs they . 
would take an oath of fealty to him, without, 
any referve of that higher allegiance they 
owed to his father ; which all of them did, 
ejccept three, whom he therefore diflrniiJedf 
Many noblemen of Normandy, Aquitaine, and ?f ?^** 
Bretague, had fled with him to Cnartres, and 
many more followed foon ; his fli^t having 
been evidently' the effe^ of a fettled and pre- 
concerted 
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BOOK lV;.ccncertea fcheoie. Btt the iiftculty he found 
^^/J /'to rfcape from his father obliged him to leave 
his quben behind; which fnrtly he did not 
meat! to do, when firft he fdrnied that defign; 
and this circumftance rtiuft have been a great 
iJiortification, both to hirfi and to L^uis. 
While he was in Afivfergne, artd at Limoges, 
fee had frequent opf^ortiinities of feeing his 
mother; and there (he, doubtlefs, not only 
fomented aiid coAfirriied his bad difpofitions 
agatnft th^ king his father, but agreed with 
him to take an open pan herfelf, and alfo en- 
gage his two brothers, Richard andGeoffiry, 
\)trho Wete with her at this time (the eldeft (^ 
them being then about fixteen years old, and ' 
the other about fifteen) to join in his revolt. 
This refolutlon was foon difcovered to Henry 
after the ^tfung kmg*s departure : for, among 
V.P.Blcfennthc cpiftlcs of his Tecretafy Peter of Blois, 
^^^dib^Ap- ^^^ ^5 ®^^ v^ich a|)ptars to have been writ- 
pcndix. • ten to her, about this time, from the archbi- 
(hOp of ftotien, at her hufband's defire, re- 
pfimandhlg her for having wilfully feparated 
hferfelf from hith, and encdur^ged her children 
to rebel againft him ; exhorting her to rcturnj, , 
together Whh her foils, and afluring her, if 
Ihe did, that flfc and they (hould be kindly 
and affeftibil^ely trttited, kit theatening, if' 
flic di<f riot, tfrit he, a^s her diocefan, would 
proceed againfl bet with ecclefiaftical cenfures. 
This prelate was now joiriedf with the bifhop 
of Lineus: in an ettibafly td Louis on this ardu- 
pbt'Bufinefs, thefuccefs of which is related in a ' 

letter 
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ks^lerto Henry ff om ^ofe mkuftersfthemfelves, BOOK^W. 
whicb, together with that before^nientioned, ajxT^tsT 
the readeriOiay fee .in the Appendix totthisbook/v. P. BicfcaC 
The ^mt)afladQrs tell xhc 'king, *' that theygj^i^^^^^ 
*« could draw from Louis jao anfwer to Ae pcndix, 
" ia^utat;ion delivered Jby tham in bis natne, 
" though they had taken great care to tMkt 
<^ it as a^eeable and foothing as they could : 
" but djat, wheij they opened to that prinoc 
" the f)?rticulars of the bufinefe upon which 
*^ tbey were fent, repeatedly inculcating the 
^^ bei^efits of peace^ ^id n)ifchie6 of ^iflention^ 
" he hejif d them patiently, to the end, with- 
" out ai?y interriiptiori, and, after Home paufe, 
" bcgW contumelioufly to reproacli the king9 
** their ijjafter, wivh many artifices and frauds, 
<< by ^Is^ch, he coipplaiBed, he bad often been 
" circumvei>te4- He faud, that Henry had 
** frequently, on very flight prctpnces, vblated 
" the faith whiph they had mutually plighted 
«< tbp QQC to the other, and ihewn Umfelf fo ^ 
•* upftga^y, ^hat for the future he would put 
M ff^coffifyd^(X in bim. He added, that;, be- 
** fore the yoiing king came to Charft-es, he 
^^ b^ ^aken bimfclf a determinate ri^folution 
^* (9 ipn^kc war ^^ft Henry .; aod, in declai?ing • 
*< tb? caufcs which induced him- to adhere to 
*l t^s intend be mentioned Henry's detaining 
'*. the yQ\^ng qupen from her hufliaod, his not ^ 
M^^turning hfT portion, hia having- inftigated 
•* ^ fubje^s of the crown of France, from - 
*' the mpuutaiias pf Auvergne as far as the 
^^ R^ons, to hi^i:Qili& eiaeqiies to their fovereign, 
3 •* and 
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?OQK IV. a 2u J having alfo, in prgudice to the rights 
A^ Pttiyj. ^* ^^ *^^^ crown, admitted the earl of Tou- 
** loufe to do him liege homage. Finally he 
** fwore, that he would never again conclude 
** with Henry, dther treaty, or agreement, 
*' without the canfent of the fons and wife of 
** that prince.** 

On thefe complaints it vsrill be neceffary to 
make fome obfervations. With regard to the 
detaining of the young queen from her huf- 
band, it was a confequence of the flight and 
rebellion of her hufband, which he and his 
father-in-law might well expeft : nor could 
Henry confent, while this rebellion continued^ 
to put out of his power fo valuable a pledge, 
which might be a means of obtaining the peace 
hfi wiflied. As for the reftitution of her por- 
tion, namely, Gifors and the Vexin, the de- 
mand of it appears entirely groundlefs : and 
this province, with the caftte, being a necef- 
fary barrier to the dutchy of Normandy on that 
fide, the giving it up, at this time, to the 
young queen or her -^ hufband, would have 
been openinj? that country to enemies and in- 
vaders. Of the rebellion, which Henry was 
accufed of exciting, I find no intimation,' 
in the hiflory of thofe times j nor was he evei? 
in circumftances, after his return out of Ire- 
landf which could incline him to kindle a 
war in France. But, if the ceflion he bad * 
made of the dutchy of Aquitaine to his fecond ' 
fon, Richard, by the treaty of MontmiraMi 
was really fo compleat, as the account of that * 

. treaty^ 

4 
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,tisMty m John of Salifbur/$ letters affirms it BOOK m 
•to have beeo^ it i$ hard to fajr on what groufid \^ d. 1 1 7 1» 
his receiving of liege homage from the earl of 
Touloufe was fupported. Yet thisfe is rca- 
&n to beliei'e, that if Henry, in this zBy had 
been guilty of a culp^le irregularity, he would 
have been brought to corred it^ by amicable 
methods, without a war. And mofi: certainly 
neither this, nor any former offence he had 
given to Louis, was fufficient to justify that 
prince in abetting fuch an atrocious rebellion 
of his wife and tons againft him, a rd^ellioti 
which violated the lirft laws of focicty and the 
higfaefl: duties of nature. 

Thc^two prelates concluded the account of V. Epift. Pet. 
their embafly with exhorting their maftcr, ^' to ^^"^^ '"' 
*' he very carefiii in guarding his fcveral for- 
^ tiefles, and more elpecialiy i6r/ own life: for 
^^ all France had unanimoufly confpired his 
^^ definition, and did not think it enough to 
••lay wafte all his territories with fire and 
** fword, h\j^ plotted ixecmble V)kkednefs againji 
^bisperfonr. 

Before this letter c*ne tQ hi«i, joT ^otit the^ewdia. 
feme time, Richard and Geafiry were fent by B^mpton, aa 
•their mother to Paris; and foon afterwards, ann; 11734 
thinking hcrfelf not in ia&ty, fhe attempted^ 
difguifed in the habit of a ma0, to fc^loW Oervafe, ) 
than thither, but was arwft«i and kept in cloie ^^^^ ^ 
confinement. B/ whom^ or where fhe was '^*^ 
iciied^ and whraicr, under this fudden and 
terrible change of her fortune^ her violent ijpirit 
tttained all its natural fiercenefs j or whether. 

Vol, V* L finding 
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BOOK IV. finding hcrfelf in the power of her hufband, 
^^Iv^sTtJ^^^ fought to merit his pardon by any con- 
feffions or difcoverics to him, are drcumftances 
not mentioned in the hiftory of thofe times. 
Probably none but the king*s moft trailed 
friends were let into the fecrets of this dark 
tranfadion ; but it is firange, that more par- 
ticulars concerning her arreft, which could 
hardly be concealed from the knowledge of 
the publick, have not been tran&iitted to us 
by fome of the many contemporary writers I 

This Fury being chained, Henry found k 
lefs difficult to contend with his other enemies: 
yet their number was fo great, and fome of 
them were fo powerful, that a heart, not en- 
dued with a moft extraordinary firmnefs, 
would have fainted and funk into defpair. 
Abbt!^'^ The Eafter feftival coming on, Louis lum- 
Hovedicn. moncd a great coimcil to meet him at Paris, 
Brompton. and in the face of his whole realm aiTembled 
there took an oath, that he would affift, to 
the utmoft of his power, the young Henry 
and his brothers againft their father, and en^ 
deavour, by force of arms, to put him in pof- 
feffion of the kingdom of England. He like- 
wife caufed all the nobles, who were prefent 
in that aflembly, to take a fimilar oath, having 
firft received one from the young king and his 
brothers, that they would. not depart from him, 
nor make peace with thek father, unlefs he and 
the barons of his realm (hould confent to it, 
and concur therein. 

This 
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This confederacy being thus declared and BOOK iv. 
cemented, the young king received homage a. d/h 73/ 
from the earl of Flanders and his brother, the 
carl of Boulogne, which he madly purchafed 
by making a grant to the former of the whole 
county of Kent with the caftles of Dover and 
Rochefter, befides a clear annuity of a thou- 
land pounds fterling from other lands in Eng- 
land ; and to the latter of the foke of ICirketon 
in Lindfey, and the province of Mortagne in 
Normandy. Homage was alfo done to him 
by the earl of Blois, in return for a grant of 
the caftle of Amboife with all his rights in 
Touraine, and for an extinftion of the claim 
which he and his father had made to Chateau 
Renard, over and above an annuity of five 
hundred pounds in Angevin money, Thefe 
donations, and others, to many nobles of 
France, which the contemporary authors fay v. Autboics 
they have omitted to mention on account of ^^^ "^ ^^* 
their number, were fealed with a great feal, 
reprefenting that of England, and made in 
France, by an order of the French king, for 
this purpofe. Similar bribes were employed 
to engage in the party of the young king of 
England many lords of that realm. Particular , 
noticjc is taken of a grant to Hugh Bigot, and 
to his heirs for evet, of the honour of Eye 
and the royal caftle of Norwich. About th? 
fame time the earldom of Northumberland 
as far as the Tyne was alfo granted by this 
prince to William the Lion, king of Scotland, 
and to his brother David that of Huntingtori, 
with Cambridgefliire annexed to it, as an aug- 
L 2 mentation 
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POOK IV- mentation of the gift conferred upon him bc-^ 

' '' ^ fore hf King Henry the father. One is hardly 

more ftocked at the impiety of the fon in en* 
tering into this league, than at his folly in thi» 
yielding the keys of his realm to the king of 
Scotland and to the earl of Flandtrs : efpeci- 
ally as the latter, in conjunftioii with his bro- 
ther, the earl of Boulogne, was very potent 
at fea, and but fix years before, without any 
juft caufe of war, had, together vnth that 
prince, notorioufly defigned an invafion of 
England. The only cxcufe for this aft, and 
for the profufe alienations of the royal demefne 
by the other grants above-mentioned, b the 
youth of the donor, on the fimplicity of which 
and the paifions attending it thofe artfully 
Worked, to draw him into thefe mifehiefs, who 
ought to have been moft careful and vigilant 
to fave hhn from them. But what alleviates 
his guilt niuch aggravates theirs, and particu* 
larly his mother*3. 

Sooft after the Etfter holydays^ hoftilitie^ 
were begun, on the part of the rebels, by great 
devaftations of Henry's demesnes in France, to 
which, in many of the provinces fub|e6t to 
him there, but a feint refinance was made on 
the part oi his friends ; the apprehenfion of hi$ 
fuin, and of their being expend to the ven- 
geaiKe of his fons for their adherence to him, 
fo intimidating many^ as to render them back* 
ward and unaftive in his caufe. Every bout 
DOW brought him a more alarming aecouRt <if 
ibme new defeftioa from him> aiid he expe* 

fienced 
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neaced the truth of what he had been warned »ooK rv; 
oft by the archbi/hop of Rouen and the bifliop ^757^7^ 
of Lifieux^ in the letter before-dted, " that V. Epift. Peu 
** fcveral, even of thofe who were fed at his^^^^^*^ '«• 
^^ table with him^ onlj waited for an oppor* 
««tunity of rebelliftg againft him; and that 
** the knowledge of ms having fo many intdf- 
•* tine enemies was the chief encouragement ta 
•' the others, who were not his fubjefts^ to' 
^* m^ke this war upon him.'" Under thefe cir* 
cumftaAOes neceility confirained him to a mea- 
fore which he otherwife would have ikunn^d. 
The £bme fpecies of mercenaries that King 
Stepbea had employed, and he himfelf, about 
twenty years before, had expelled out of Eng- 
land, Was ftill fubfifiing in France, in Ger- 
many, and in Brabant, under different chiefs^ 
who kept theM always well trained. In this Neubrigenfia, 
ettremity therefore, defeited and ^^^^^7^^ kJL?:^^' 
with the bfllfeft difloyalty, by many of his fub- j^t^as! 
jed$, and doubtful of all, fearing eve» for his Hovedcn. 
Kfc, if be had not a guard, to which he might Bro'iljton, 
truft it more fafely, than he could to therubaiin.ii7> 
knights of his own houfehold itfelf, he had 
teconrfe tp thefe men, as the only help he 
could find which was ready to anfwer the exi- 
gence of the danger. From his known libe«- 
rality to foldiers of merit they were well in- 
4it)ed to bis fervice: the bargain was fopa 
concluded ; and twenty tlioufand of them were 
taken into his pay, before any great army was 
broi^t into the field by the confederate 
princes. §on)e of thefe he difpofed of in fe- 

h 3 curing 
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BOOK IV. curing thofe caftles and other fortified places^ 
aTdTiTtjT where the fidelity of the garrifons or inhabi- 
tants was moft doubtful, and kept the reft 
about him, to oppofe them to his enemies, 
Wherefoever they fhould attack him; Thus 
did the money he had prudently laid up in 
his treafury, when it feemed to all the world 
he had nothing to fear, procure him fafety in 
the hour of his greateft diftrefs: for many of 
V. Authorcs his vaflals, who before were wavering and un- 
ckatosutfu- ^g^jj^jn^ f^^^g I^i^ ftrengthened byfo great 

and fo formidable a body of veteran troops, ad- 
hered to him with more courage ; and fome 
who had intended to go over to the rebels 
were deterred from the execution of that de- 
fign: fo tiiat he foon was enabled to join other 
forces to thefe mercenary bands, and fuch as 
he could employ with lefs reludance. Nor 
yet did he negleft to endeavour to fapport the 
juftice of his caufe by the aid of fpiritual wea- 
pons. Children in arms againft their father 
and their fovereign, to tear his crown from 
his head before his death, out of impatience to 
rule, when the eldeft of them had fcarce at- 
tained to manhood, were, together with all 
the advifers and accomplices of their revolt, the 
fitteft objefts of ecclefiaftical cenfures, that 
Rome could pofl[ibly find in the whole extent 
of thofe countries over which (he had ftretched 
her fpiritual jurifdiftion. Henry therefore ap- 
plied, with peculiar earneftnefs, to that fee, for 
a general fentence of excommunication againft 
his three rebellious fons, and all their adherents. 
J In 
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In writing to Alexander on this important fub- BOOK iv. 
jeft, he made ufe of the pen of his leanicd XjoTiiTTr 
fecretary, the celebrated Peter of Blois, wholeV.P.Biefcnf. 
credit with that pontiff, and all the college ofj^^^^^ 
cardinals, he knew to be great. The wording 
of the letter was probably trufted to bim> and 
not fufficiently attended to by the king in that 
hurry of bufinefs. He drew it with much zeal 
for the caufe of his mafter, but with fome ex- 
preffions of a dangerous tendency to the dig- 
nity and independence of his crown : for he 
made him fpeak as if he held his kingdom in a 
feudal fufcgeftion to the pope. Henry certainly 
acknowledged nofuch fubjedion before or after 
this time ; nor is it credible that he meant to 
fubmit to it now, or authorize iuch a notion. 
But, that the pope was fupreme lord of all 
Catholic kingdoms, and that all kings were 
his vaflalf?, was aflerted, in that age, by many 
of the clergy, and more elpeciaUy by the 
monks. Peter of Blois therefore wrote accord- 
ing to his own principles of religion and go- 
vernment, or accommodated his ftyle to the 
wiflies and pretenfions of the court of Rome ; 
and it may reafonably be fuppofed that the 
letter was fent without being flicwn to the 
king. It does not appear that Alexander 
grounded upon it any demand of homage or 
fealty from that prince, or ever confidered it 
in any other light than as a compliment paid 
to him by the courtefy of the fecretary, on 
which no ftrefs could be laid. But he found 
himfelf perplexed in what manner to d£t. For, 

L 4 the 
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Booiiv. the king of Fraoce being joined with Hcnry^f 
^j>;^^^./fOBs in this war, and roc principal fonsenter 
• of their rebellion, whatever cenfures were fui« 
minated againft the rebels, and againft their 
jnotorious adherquts^ muft oecei&rily fall on 
that monarch, the moft devoted friend to the 
perfon of the pope* and llbe mdl obfequiou^ 
Sbrvant <^ the pontificate. Op the other hand^ 
there was ibraethiHg fo very odious and (hock- 
ing in this unnatural and unprovoked revolt^ 
j(uch a €om{4ication of impiety, treason, aad 
jtngffatitude, that Alexander was fenfible he 
0)ould bring a ereat icandal upon himielf an4 
his fee, if be did not ufe that authority which 
he claimed as inherent in tbe fiiccei]brs of St. 
Peter^ to endeavour to fupprefs it» at the rc- 
queft of a king to whom he had perfonalLy 
tthe kigheft ob)igati<ms, which were known to 
ftU Europe. In this dilemma he chqie rather 
to a6i: as a mediator between the two parties, 
than offenfively againft either; but fo to me* 
diate^ as warmly to interpofe his good offices 
m favour of Henrys ^nd labour to procure an 
honourable peace for that king. His legates 
therefore employed their utmoft endeavours to 
cxtinguiflb the flame ttliat was ready to bretdc 
out; while Henry lay at Rouen^ obferving 
the motions of the confederate princes^ and 
colk^ing, not only from bis territwies in 
France, but from England and Ireland, all 
the troops be could venture to draw out of 
thofe iflandb, which, joined to tbe m^cenaries 
))e had hired befor e, compofed fuch an ^rm j 
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of wdl-€^fi%lki6d foklicrs ds did not ibr io^^OXrn 
oppok tiie much mott nun^rous fotoes, w^hirfi aTdTTi^ 
tbe kmg 6i Ffanee dn^ the earl cf Flandcts 
were dwgoMly i aifibg iK all their d6auii3oQ$« 

A Gonteaiporary tvrittf affinri^^ that in Fkm-» Diceto Imag« 
ders thefe levies diet wiUi petA oppofiltwn from ^^^ ^* 57i« 
tbe chief nobility there ; but^ the power of die 
jearl overaHtting their hoileft diflike to the kr^ 
vice, he dnd bt$ brother were ready^ in the 
fnonth of June eleven hundred and fevcnty-4 
tdiree^ to aft in concert with Loiib, who IntdNeubrigenfis, 
now raifed a nmghty hoft, in which were ^^ji^^^ 
f^wer thdiR feven thoufand knightSi aikl who Abbas. 
propofed to begin the operafiom of the war by Hovedea. 
invading Norabandy cm the fide of Vernenil in Bi^JJ^d. 
Perche, while the two earls ihould attack it on Diceto, ad 
|he fide of Picardy , by layiM; fiege to Aumale. ^"^^ ' '75* 
Henry hadprovided for the fefety of both thefc 
frontiers by good garrifocts in the forts, com* 
fnittog the cuftody oi the town and cafUe of 
Vemeuil to the valiant Hugh de Lacy, and 
Hugh de BeaiKhamp ; and that of Aunrale (or 
Albemarle, as it was then called) to the earl 
who derived his title from that caftle, but bad 
alfo very great poflfeffions in England. On the 
twenty-ninth day of June the Flemings in*- 
veiled the latter of thete places, which, though 
able to have made a long defence, was quickly 
furrendered to them. The whole garriion and 
|be earl of Albemarle bimfelf were made pri^ 
ibners at dtfcretion; but he purchafed his free-*- 
dombyconfeiitingtogive up to the young King 
f)f Engl^ all Im other forts and cafiles, which 
laid 
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BOOK IV, laid him under a violent fufpicion of perfidy in 

A. D. "1175. ^^ l^^s ^^ 'h^5 place, though he threw the 

blame of it oh the treachery of the garrifen^ 

who forced him (as he faid) to this very dif- 

honourable capitulation. From Aumale the 

two brothers, much elated with fo profperous 

a beginning of the war, went to beucge Neu- 

chatd, another royal fortrcfs, which, though 

better defended, was obliged to capitulate, in 

kfs than a fortnight, by the mighty force of the 

engines wherewith it was battered. But the 

Ncubrigenfis, earl of Boulogne in this fiege (as fomc hiflo- 

Gctrafc*^ rians of that age affirm), or (according to 

Benedict. Others) in that of the cafile ot Driencourt, 

^^ which was taken by the Flemings foon afi:er 

Ncucbatel, received a wound in 3ie knee, by 

an arrow from a crofs-bpw, and died within 

a few days. The earl of Flanders hereupon 

retired out of Normandy, accufing himfel^ 

with loud and repeated lamentations, of having 

merited and drawn down this judgement of 

God on his brother and himfelf, by making 

war againft a prince, his near kinfman, who 

had conferred on him many benefits, and never 

done him any wron^ to fupport the quarrel 

of a moft unnatural Ton. 

Thefe reproaches of his confcience, awakened 
by calamity, were indeed too well founded. 
Nor had his brother lefs caufe for penitence on 
his death-bed ; he alfo having been particularly 
bound to the fervice of that king whom he had 
confpired to dethrone, not only by the fblemn 
oaths of fealty, but by favours received, and 

ftipends 
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fiipends paid till the time of his taking part in BOOK iv. 
this tre^n. Well therefore might he think ^[[■^rnTjT' 
the lofs of his life, in the outfet of this war, a 
juft'puniflimentof his guilt; and well might 
the earl of Flanders, who had drawn him into 
it, tremble himfelf at the thought of the ven- 
geance of God imftending over his own head. 

About the time that the Flemings were be- BcncdiA. 
fieging Neuchate), the king of France had fet^ovdicn. 
down before Verneuil, which confifted of three 
burghs, each inclofed with ftrong walls, and with 
a ditch full of water, befides a caftle, or tower, 
commanding the whole town. Louis made his. 
chief attack on that called the great burgb^ which 
was very ftill of people; and, though thegarrifon 
bravely refifted and repelled the aflaults of his 
troops, yet at the end of a month, proviiions 
growing very fcanty, the burghers were per- 
mitted to conclude an agreement, that this'part 
of the town ihould be yielded to that king 
on the ninth day of Auguft, if they were not 
fuccoured before. The time granted was Ihort, 
being no more than three days ; during which 
they enjoyed the benefit of a truce, with per- 
miflion to advertife King Henry, their mafter, 
of the extremity to which they were reduced. 
That pripce, from an apprehenfion of dividing rwcctolm^. 
his forces, had remained, during the greateft HUl. 
part of the fummer, in a ftate of inaftion at 
Rouen, affefting to feem much at eafe, hunt-^ 
ing ofrener than ufual, and (hewing to all who 
approached him a countenance ferenc and chear- 

ful. 
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BOOK IV. fa, as in a time of fctdcd peace; by wUcH 
a.iXm73*^ artifice he kept up the fpirits of hid frien^^ 
who thought be iaw, more than they^ that be 
J^l^ bad nothing to fear- But, the eari of Boulogne 
Abbas. being dead, md the earl of Flanders having thm> 
Ho^cdtn. fore withdrawn his own forces, as well as thofe 
Bwwapon* ^f Boulogne, out of the Norman dominicHKt 
Henry found himfelf ftrong enough to attack the 
French army before Vemeuil. With this intent 
be left Rooen at the head of ten thoufand of hii 
mercenary forces, and of a body of Normans 
experienced in wars againft the French by 
dwelling on the marches. The earls of Arun- 
del and Eflex, the earl of Vendome, Ridiard 
de Humet, Henry's confbble in the dutchy 
of Normandy, and fonie otlier barons of that 
country, commanded under liim* On the fixth 
day of Auguft he arrived at Condies, a ftrotrg 
poft, where he encamped for two days, that 
fome troops he expefted to join h'mi there 
might come op, which they did on the ievcntb* 
Here he learned from the deputies fcnt out of 
Vemeuil the convention they had made ; and 
on this notice advanced, the following day, to 
Breteuil, where he drew up his army in order 
of battle, being now within two leagues of 
the enemy's camp. When the iirfk intdligenco 
was brought to Louii from Conches, dF his 
arrivri at that place, and of his purpofc to at* 
tempt the relief of Vcrneuil, that monarch and 
his troops received the news with ridicule, not 
TS!^"^.^* only (lays a good contemporary author) from 
the arrogance and prcfumption natural to the 
French, but becaule in numbers and all the 
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equipment of an anny they fccmed fuperior. BOOK ly. 
Chi his nearer approach, Xouis fent a bifeop aTdTit^ 
mnd an abbot, to demand of him formallyt in 
the name of their mafier^ whether he came to 
give battle. He was met by tbefe envoys, in 
his march from Breteuil, fome furlongs be-r 
fore the body of his army, at the he^d of 
an advanced party^ and compleatly armed at: 
all points* When they had delivered their 
mefiage he put on a ftem look, and with n 
terriUe voice bade them go and tell their king^ 
he was haftening to fight, him. The report 
they made ftruck a terror into the hearts of the 
French. Henry's ibldicrs, on the tontrary, B^icdia. 
were very eager to fight, which alacrity was HovS'cn. 
pafticukdy inflamed in the Normans, by aBromptoa. 
wAkwty harangue, addnft tothofe of that na*» 
don by the earl of Arundel, the heft orator 
among the nobles of dioie days, wherein he 
iet fiirth the great examples of valour, givea 
to them by tbek countrymen in fimner times, 
and the flagrant injufiice and perfidy of th^ 
French, who excited and fupported fuch am 
impfons rebellion of fens againft their father^i 
This fpeech was received with martial accla> 
niations, which fpread from the Normans to 
fill the other bands: but, while they were adr 
vancing to attack the enemy *s camp, the earii 
of I>eux, the earl of Blob, and the arcfahif- 
(hop of Sens, came to Henry, and imformed 
him, that the king of France was defirous of 
a conference with hhn, in order to treat of » 
peace between hltp and bis ihm^ Henary, ah- 
4. • horrlng 
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BOOK iv.ijorring-this war, and wifhing to end it as 
A. D. n 7 « M^^^^y ^^ ^^ could, confented to grant the 
French a truce for one day more ; and it was 
agreed, tb^ King Louis, and the young princes 
of England, fhould confer with him, the next 
day, at an hour and place then appointed. He 
would, perhaps, have done better, if he had 
taken immediate advantage of the ardour he 
faw in his troops. Such moments are decifive; 
viftory feemed to invite him; nor could any 
other means fo effeftually crufli the confpiracies 
formed againft him, or deter his enemies, for 
the future, from forming more, as winning a 
battle againft the king of France in pertoa. 
V.Au&orcs But, inftead of trying his fortune, he retired 
f^""' to his former poft at Conches, from whence, 
the next day, he returned to the place affigned 
for the conference, encamping his army on 
fome eminences' not far off, as that of the 
French was fo near. After having waited be- 
3rond the hour appointed, without feeing Louis, 
or receiving from him any meffage in excufc 
for his abfence, he began to fufpeft fome de- 
ceit, and often cafting his eyes, with an anxi- 
ous impatience, towards Verneuil, he faw, on 
a fudden, rifing from the great burgh, a very 
black cloud of fmoke, and prefently afterwards 
flames of fire. The caufe of this was an aft 
of the moft infamous perfidy done by the king 
of France : for that prince had availed himfelf 
of the fufpenfion of arms, which Henry had 
fo frankly and fo generoufly granted at his 
requeft, to fummon the burgefles, with whom. 
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be had made the above-mentioned convention, BOOK IV, 
to furrender to him the burgh, as they hadXTpTjiTjir 
bound themielves to do if the fiege was not 
raifed before that day : and they, ignorant of 
the reafons which occafioned the delay erf" the 
cxpeftcd relief, thought it neceflary to comply 
with this demand. When he had thus frau- 
dulently obtained admiffion within their walls, 
he fet fire to the place, and retired that .even- 
ing to his own territories, in the ifle of France 
near adjacent, carrying off all the burgefles, 
with the hoftages they had given him, and 
all their goods, though he had fwom not to 
hurt or fufler others to hurt them, but to 
return them their hoftages on the aftual fur- 
render of the great burgh to him at the ftipu- 
Jated time ; which folemn obligation was gua- 
ranteed by the oaths of his brother the earl 
of Dreux, of the earls of Champagne and of 
Blois, and of the archbifliop of Sens. On what 
pretence this was done we are not told : but 
there muft have beea fomething, if not to 
juftify, yet to palliate and excufe, both to 
themfelves and the world, fo flagrant a per- 

When King Henry was informed, by the 
return of his kouts, or by meffensers from the 
town, of thefe events, he led his army to 
Vemeuil, and detached fome light hor& to 
harrals the French in their retreat, as fome au- V. Authwct 
thors affirm, who likewife fay that thefe droops ^^ ^ 
put many to the fword, and took captive a 
greater number, though none of high rank ; but 

William 
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BOOK IY> William of Newbury denies that there was 
A.J)»ii7i. ^y purfuit ; nor docs he accufe the king of 
France of any breach of faith in this whole 
tranfa^tion. Whether his fiknce abont the fads^ 
on which that charge was founded, is fuffici- 
ent to invalidate the pofitive teftimony of three 
contemporary writars, viz the abbot of Peter- 
borough, Hoveden, and Brompton, the reader 
will judge : but thus much is certain ; that the 
precipitate raifing of thefiege of Venieuil, and 
letiriog out of Normandy upon Henry's ap^- 
proach, .brought on Louis more difgrace^ than 
be would have fufTered by the lofs of a batde; 
and if to this ignominy was added the perfidy 
imputed to him, one can hardly imagine a 
more ihameful commencement of an evil tnt- 
ikrtaking. It ibems that foon afterwards^ fab 
vaflais having completed their forty days fer- 
ifice, the whole army broke up ; for he un- 
ikrtook nothing more during the courfe of tkis 
y«n 

Henry, after beftowing on his mercenary 
troops, whofe love of plun^r he well knew^ 
«U the booty left behind in the enemy's camp, 
which confifted of large ftores of wine and 
viftyals^ and after giving due praife to the 
garrifiMi of Vemeuil, for the gallant 6e&nae 
they had made, vetumed finom thenoe to Eoucn^ 
jiDt thinking it proper to a^ offenfively agakift 
bis l^£ lordj the king of France, within Ms 
own domain^ or for other reasons not explsuned 
hy dM wrttsrs of thoie times« On his way he 
took DamvUle^ a cafUe beiongiog to one of 
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his rebel baroiis, sind in it many knights. From^^OK iv. 
Rouen he fetrt his Bfa[banter5 (which name is aId?^^!!^ 
given by all the hiftorians of that age to his 
mercenary troops, becaufe they came from 
Brabant) into a part of Btetagne, where the 
e^rl of Chefter, in conjunction with the baron 
de Foufferes, hdd taken Dol, a frontier town 
on the borders of Normandy, and Tome othcir 
fortified places, more by treachery than by 
force. Oil the twentieth of Auguft thefe troops 
fbught a battle with the rebels, whom, notwitn- 
ftanding a great fupeiriority of numbers, they 
entirely defeated. Fifteen hundred Bretons 
were killed, and many taken prifonera, in the 
fight and purfuit. Among the captives was 
Afculf de St. Hilaire. The earl of Chefter and 
the baron de Fougeres retired, with many nobles 
oftheir party, and the remainder of their forces, 
to the caftle of Dol, which was prefently in- 
vtfted by the vlftorious Brabanters, who fent 
notice to Henry of their having thus fhut them 
up. That monarch, full of joy at this good 
news, immediately fet out from Rouen, and N'eubrigcnfis, 
by travelling all the night, without giving ^q^'^^^' 
himfelf time to eat or fleep, arrived at Dol the Abbas. 
next day. Asfoon as his engines were ready ^^^^^^ 
for battering the caftle, which his prefence 
greatly haftened, the befieged, who defpaired 
of being able to defend it againft the violence 
cf them, and fuffered extremely by being 
crowded together in too narrow a fpace (which 
cifcumftance would have foon dellroyed tliem, 
Vol. V. M by 
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BOOK iv^ by famine) faw no other refource but the mcrcyt 
^j^TiTTjr'^^ ^^^^ lovcreign, and furrendered the fort at 
difcretion. Near a hundred nobles, the flower 
and ftrength of Bretagne, were thus delivered 
up into the hands of this prince : but the moft 
important prize was Hugh earl of Chefter^ 
whofe great power in England, united to that 
of the other Englifli rebels, might have en- 
dangered the realm, if he had not been pre- 
vented from afting there, by being driven inta 
this untenable caftle, as Into a net which his 
deftiny had fpread for him, and out of which 
he could not, by any efforts, efeape. 
KoBert db The mercenaries, who had done the king 
"^^' this great fcrvlce, were all enriched by a booty, , 
which, before the battle, they had taken from 
the Baron de Fougeres, whofe baggage they 
had feized, with many horfes and much cattle 
belonging to him and his vaiTals, in a forefl 
near his caftle. This, together with the fpoils 
of the captive ibldiers at Dol, contributed not 
a little to fupport their alacrity, and their 
zeal for the fervice into which they had en- 
tered. Their reputation was likewife fo con- 
firmed by a viftory gained entirely by their 
valour, that the fear of them difmayed all the 
enemies of the prince for whom they fought. 
Bcncdifit.^ During the courfe of thefe events in France^ 

Bovdijm ^^^ flames of civil war, which had been fixft 
Jfcubrigcnfis, kindled there, began to break out in England. 
K ii. c. 50; Robert de Bellomont, earl of Leicefter, fur* 
named /e bojfu^ that is, crookbacked, had, 
eirly in the fpi:ing, gone over to France with 
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d ficence from Henry, who had no fufpicioiis BOOK iv. 
of him, on pretence of attfendirig to his private j^d;^--/ 
affairs in that cdnntty, but proofing to (ron- 
fult with Henry's enemies there what nieafuresf 
ihould be takeni on both fides of the water, 
to execute thofe defigns dgainft that king, of 
which he drid Queen Eleanor are faid to have 
been the fitft inftigators. THe impferfedl know- 
ledge we have of the fecret intrigues v^hlcK 
preceded this revolt, only permits us to forrii 
fome imcertain corijeftures on the particular 
motives which drew into it this earl, whofc 
&ther had ferved Henry with great fidelity and 
afie^ion, to the laft hour of his life, in the 
higheft office of ftate, as grand jufticiary bf 
England. Perhaos he may have wiflied to 
fucceed to that office on the death of his fathex 
in the year eleven hundred and lixty-eight. 
But, befides that the precedent of its being {6 
given might have tended to relider it an here- 
ditary dignity in the Bellomont family, fuch 
a grant would have been liable to another ob- 
je&on of no fmall weight. Fdr this lord, by 
bis marriage, was hereditary fenefchall or high 
fteward of the crown, and there could be no- 
thing more repugnant to the rules of -true po- 
licy, than to fuffcr two offices of fuch fdwer 
in the ftate to be engroffed by one man. Yet 
his paffions might confider the deprivihg him 
of a place which his father had enjoyed, as an ill 
return for the fervices done by that eaH, and an 
offence to himfelf. But, whether refentment^ 
Qt the hope of govcrniftg a yotmg and uneK* 
M a perienced 
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BOOK lY^ pcricnccd king, impelled him to this trcafoa^ 
ATDTnTsT^^^ both thefe motives together, he aded ia 
FranQC as a chief incendiary of the war againft 
his fovereiga : on the difcovery of which, by 
his joining the rebel princes at Paris, all his 
caftles in Normandy were feired by Henry, and 
au order was fent into Engbnd to Richard de 
Lucy, and Reginald earl of Cornwall, that 
they (hould, without \ofs of time, take from 
Diccto imag.him his chief ftrength, the town and caftle of 
^ft' . Leicefter, Thofe to whom he had eutrufted 
Abbas! * tl)e cuftody of them refufed to give them up, 
a»d flood a fiege, during which the greatdl 
part of the town was dcftroycd by an acci- 
dental fire. Soon afterwards, on the twenty* 
eighth of July, the townfmen capitulated^ 
agreeing to furrender the remwos of the town, 
and pay to the king a fine of three hundred 
niarks, on condition of being permitted to re- 
tire, with all their efiefts, into fome of the 
royal demefnes, and refide therein till the 
troubles in the. realm fliould be ended, with 
full liberty to return, xyc remain in their new 
fettlement, after that term. A truce alfa was 
granted to the garrifon in the caftle till the fi»ft 
of St. Michael ; which conceflions wepe owing 
to advices received by Richard deLucy at this 
^cetO' time, that the king of Scotland, at the head of 
Abbts! ' ^ numerous army, had made a fudden irroptiott 
Hovedcn. into Cumberland, and after horrible devafta* 
UL^Jja^^ of all the open country, was befieging 

Carlifle. To oppofe this invafion, the jufti- 
ciary marched northwards, vvith the main body 
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of the royal forces, having, before his dcpar- *ook iv- 
tnre, demolifhed the walls and fortification^ ^^'a^d?7v7J^ 
Leiccfter, fo as to make it dcfencelefs. The 
earl of Cornwall flayed behind, with a ftrength 
fnfficient to awe the earl of Leicefler's vaflals, 
who had knights fees in that county ; and 
Richard de Lucy was joined, in his march to 
Carlifle, by Humphrey de Bohun, lord high 
confiaUe of England, at the head of other 
troops railed by him in the north. While 
they were hailening to fuccour their coun- 
try men on the borders, the king of Scot- 
land^ who found, that his forces, upacquain- 
ted with the regular art of war, were conti- 
nually repulfed m all their affaults by the gar- 
rifon of Carlifle, raifed the fiege, and obtain- 
ing from the Infhop of Durham, who fecretly 
fiivoured the plot, a fafe pafTage through his 
county into the northern parts of Yorkfhire, 
layed them wafte with moft barbarous and 
mercilefs depredations ; his army being chiefly 
compofed of Galwegians, a fierce, uncivilized 
people, who were under no difcipline, and 
whom no fenfe of humanity or of piety could 
reftrain from fuch afts of favage cruelty in ^^J;^'^^^"^ 
making war, that one cannot read without fupra, 
horror the accounts given of them by the 
writers of that age. All the enormities, which, 
in the reign of King Stephen, the armies of 
David, William's grandfather, confifting df 
irregulars from the fame country, had com- 
mitted in the inroads they made into England, 
were now renewed. William ought to have 

M 3 learnt, 



Digitized by 



Google 



i$6 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK iVj leafrnt, from the experience of tbofe times, tbaf 
A.D. II7J. fcy employing tfaefe troops, whofe rage and 
iivarice, when let k>ofe, he could not ftop, he^ 
drew on himfclf a reproach, M^hich the fervices 
4bey could do him would by no means com* 
penfate. So confcious was he indeed of their 
utter inability to contend with a regular and 
well-difciplined army, that, on the approach 
pf the Engliih, not daring to face them, he 
retired back to Scotland, but led captive a great 
multitude of the miferable people, whofe coun^ 
try he had ruined. Henry's generals, in re? 
yenge of thefe inhuman boftilities, fet fire to 
Berwick, and advancing from thence ravaged 
Lothian, for fome time, without the leaft re* 
iiftance. 
Abbas! * While thefe military operations were going 

Hoveden. on in Great Britain, the pope'3 legates in France, 
and another Italian prelate, the archbifliop oJF 
Tarcnto, endeavoured to mediate a peace be- 
tween Louis and Henry, after the defeat of 
the earl of Chefter and the rebels in Bretagne^ 
Jbidcm. Their interceffions prevailed to bring the two 
monarchs to an interview on their borders, at 
which were prefent Henry's fons and many 
nobles of both realms. In this conference 
Henry offered to give his eldefl fon, who had 
complained that his revenues were not fuffici- 
ent to fupport his royal dignity, half of thofe^ 
be drew himfelf from his own demefhes ia 
England, and four caftles in that kingdom fit. 
for his fon to inhabit ; or, if he fhoidd chufc 
to refide ia Normandy, half pf the revenues 
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of that dutchy and the whole revenue of An- book iv; 

S* u, with three caftles in Normandy, to which ^^TDTiTTiT^ 
ovcden fays he added one in Anjou, one in 
Touraine, and one in Maine. To Richard he 
oflfered half of the revenue of Aqiiitaine, with • 
four caflles in that country ; and to Geoffry 
all the teriitpfips, which the daughter of Conan, 
the late d^ke of Bretagne, inherited from her 
father ; if, with the confent of the pope, he 
could njarry that lady, to whom he was he- 
txothe4 Concerning the laft of thefe offers iti^j^^^^-^ 
muft be obfcrved, that in the year eleven hun- 1. ii. cdiu ** 
ilred and fixty-feven John of OjdFord had ob- Brufleis. 
tamed a difpenfation from Alexander |br the^^'^^Jf '^ 
marriage of Geoffry with Conftantinc of Bre- this MfL 
tagne, nis third coufin, when both the parties P* '4i* 
thould be of a pioper age for that union, which 
fhey hardly were at this time: but it feems 
that fome difficulties had been afterwards raifed , 

en this pmnt, which had caufed the pontiff to 
revdkc or fufpend the authority of the con- 
ceffion then made, till further informatipn. 

Henry concluded his propofals with gene* 
roufly declaring, that he would entirely fub* 
mit to the arbitration of the l^ates and the 
archbiihop of Tarcnto, whether any addition, 
and how mpch, flioold be made to thefe grants^ 
cnfy retaining U bimfelf^ in all the ceffioni he 
Jhould make^ the right of fovereignty and fu^ 
preme adminijlration of jujiice. It muft be un- 
derftood that t\{\s fovereignty only meant ^Jh^ 
periority over his fons in thofe fiefs, for which 
be himfelf wa? a vaffal of the crown of France : 

M 4 *llP 
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BOOK lY.thc royal power which belonged to him inabr 
^^^TiTtT^^^I"^^ independency, as king of England, not. 
extending to thofe, and nothing being mare 
remote from his pqrpofes at this time than to 
deny or difpute the fovereignty of Louis ov^ 
all the ancient members of the French king* 
dom, Bqt his referving to himfelf, in the ter- 
ritories of France which he ceded to his fons, 
a fuperior dominion over his fons, as fub-vaf- 
fals, and the exercife of thofe powers which 
belonged to that dominion, would have dc«- 
feated the main political purpofe, which Louis 
had in fomenting the revolt of thofe princes, 
namely, the breaking of that greatnefs, ^riiinff 
from the multitude of accumulated fiefs, which 
rendered him, and might render every future 
king of England defcended from him, a vaf- 
fal of France much too mighty for the mo* 
narchy and ftate. Louis therefore, wieh the 
advice of his mini(lers and cpuncil, declare4 
to him, the next morning, when their inter-* 
view was renewed, his refufal of thefe offers, 
and eafily brought the young princes, who 
had put themfelves abfolutely under his direct 
tion, to make the fame anfwer. At this meet* 
ing> the earl of Leicefter, who attended in 
Bovedcn. their train, defiring to prevent the conclufion 
of a treaty to which he might be a viftimt 
tlirew out many opprobrious words agalnA 
Henry, and, in fpeaking to that prince, laid 
Bcnedia. his hand on his fword. This occafioned a great 
^g^^^'jP' ^7 'tumult; the conference was broke off; and, 
while Henry, much offended, returned to Gi* 

fors. 
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forSf Ibme of his knights had a confi^d with BOOK iv, 
tho^ of LouiSi in which Engelram de Trie, aTdTutZ^ 
a caftellan of the Vexio, who about fourteea 
years before, in the war of Touloufe, had been 
taken by Becket, was a^un made a prifoner by 
William de Mandeville earl of Eflex, whc> 
delivered him to Henry at Giibrs, as he de--' 
fifed to fubmit to the mercy of that king, 
whofe va£&l he was for his caftle. 

The earl of Leicefter loon afterwards wentBcnedift. 
from France into Flanders, and pafled from ^^^- ^' *• 
thence into England, at the head of a confi* Soveden. 
dcrable body of Flemings, which, it fqems, Gcrvaie, 
the earl of Flanders put under his condud, or Brompton, 
permitted him to raife by a commiffion from Chron. 
LrQuis and from the young king of England, ^^^^^ ^'*^* 
in purfuance of the meafures concerted with 
thofc pripce^. He landed, on the feventeenth 
or eighteenth of O^ober, near the caftle of 
Walton, a fort belonging to Hugh Bigot, 
Earl of Norfolk and of Suffolk, at the mouth 
of the river Orwell in the county of Suffolk ; 
from whence he proceeded to the caftle of 
Framlingham in thq fame county, the capital 
feat of that earl, his accomplice in rebellion, 
who received him there, with his lady, the 
counteis of Leicefter, and with all his foreign 
troops ; the wide enclofure of the walls con* Camdcn'i 
taining thirteen towers and many other build* ^"tannia, 
ings. When they had thus joined their forces, 
the firft attempt of thofe lords was to make 
themielves mailers of the neighbouring towa Ncuhrigeafit. 
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BOO K iVj of Dunwich, which in thofe times was con* 
j^/p^i 1 73, fiderable and full of wealth; but, the inhabi- 
tants making a more courageous refifiance than 
had been expefted from them, the two carls 
Bcncdlcl, raifed the fiege, and contented themfclves with 
Ho^^ the more eafy conqueft of Ha^eneth caftle^ 
Ncubrigcnfis, which held out but four days. 
J.ii. c. 50. During thefe operations in the county o£ 
Suffolk, intelligence being fent to Richard de 
Lucy and Humphrey de Bohun in Lothian of 
the carl of Leiccfter*s jundion with Hugh Bi- 
got, they kept the news very fecret, and of* 
fcred a truce to tlie Scots till the feaft of St; 
Hilary, which the king of Scotland, who was 
ignorant of their motive for de&ing it, very 
gladly accepted ; and hoftages, to fcciire the 
due obfervance of it, where delivered on both 
fides. The Englifh army, thus enabled tore- 
tire out of Scotland, returned in part to the 
counties from which they had b«en levied: 
but a large body of them, led by Humphrey 
de Bohun, advanced with great expedition to 
the South-Eaft, and arriving at St. Edmondf- 
hury in Suffolk, about the end of Odlober, 
v/as joined there by the earls of Cornwall^ 
Arundel, and Glojelkr. 
Dkcio. Hugh Bigot, after Hageneth caftle was taken, 

having no other enterprize to purfuc in thofe 
prts, thought it inexpedient to keep fuch 
a number of foreign troops in his caftle and 
feed them ^t his coft. Nor would his lady 
endure to be longer incommoded with fudi 
troublefome guefte, who were the more irkfomc 
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4» her as flte did not well agree with the coun- BOOK iv. 
*e£s of Leicefter. He therefore entreated the^ j^^J^ ^^ 
^carl to remove all his Flemings into his own 
lands and forts. But to do this was not eafy ; 
the country between Leicefterfhire apd the caftle J^?^^^^^^ 
jof Framlingham being full of the king^s forces ; * "* ^* ^ 
for which reaibn that lord endeavoured to put 
off his departure from this place till further 
fuccours arrived: neverthelefs, as he found 
his hoft weary of him, and was fenfible, that, 
if the place were beiieged, fuch a multitude, 
there uiclofed, could not long find fubiiftence, 
he marched out of it, with his army, a little 
before All Saints day, in the year eleven hun- 
dred and feventy-three. Nor did he leave his 
Wife behind : for that lady had a bold and mafcu* 
line fpirit, and was neither afraid nor unwilling 
to encounter any dangers in company with her 
faufband, who flattered himfelf with fome bope^ 
that he might pafs unpppofed ; as among the . 
king's troops, which were pofted round about 
him, many nobles and leaders were his per- 
gonal friends. But he chiefly confided in the 
valour of his army, which confifted of a body 
of about fourfcore knights and other chofen 
borfemen, with an infantry heavy-armed, to 
the number of four or five thoufand, befides 
archers and light horfe attendant on the knights. 
Hugh de Chatel, a French nobleman of emi- 
nent dignity, and Walter de Wahull, a baron 
pf Bedfordfliire, commanded thefe forces un- 
dtr the earl of Leicefter. Having received in- 
formation^ that tlie enemy, with a cavah-y 

much 



Digitized by 



Google 



€7^ HISTORY OF THB LIFE 

BOOK iv.niucHfupetite totheits, was at St. EdmoncUV 
^^^^^oXij^. l^ury, which lay dir^ly in (heir road as 
they advanced t»waixb Leicefter, they tried to 
Diceto. avoid the neceility <^ a battle by leaving that 
Sf'S°''**town on their left; but commg into a com. 
f£^' moa. not hr diftant fn>m pfmham, which 
Kbveden. |^jjj fwampcy groutids on each fide, they 
^^ ^* found the king*s army drawn up there in 
good order, with the banner of St. Edmondt 
taken from the abbey, and waving in their 
front. Seeing therefore no means of declin- 
ing an engagement, they ha&ily formed theif 
line> and prepared for it with a good appear* 
ance of courage. But, though their in&ntry 
much outnumbered the enemy, yet the cavalry 
of the latter being four to one of theirs, and 
fighting on a plain, they could not ftand the 
firft (hock. Ot the foot very few efcaped alive ; 
and moft of the Flemifli horfemen, with the 
two chiefs above-mentioned, and tlK carl itf 
Leicefter himfelf, were made prifoners of war* 
The countefs, fee'uig all loft, and coming in 
M. Paris, her flight to a river, threw into it a ring, 
with a jewel of great value, which (he had on 
her finger, to prevent its being taken (as fba 
immediately was herfelf ) by thole who pur* 
fued her. 

When the news of this event, moft for-* 

tunate for Henry, was brought to that mon* 

V. Authores HTch, he commanded the prifoners of the greateft 

citatos ut fu-r^ik and diftindion to beibnt bto Normandy^ 

^^ and foon afterwards led his Brabanters firom 

thence into Anjou, where fome forts of the 

TvcbeU 
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rebels were furrendered up to bim* and in <mfi book iy. 
of them many knights and gentlemen of that A.Drii7s* 
ccnintry. About the feaft of St. Andrew he * * 
laid fiege to Vendome^ which appears to hav6 
been in thofe days a fief of Touraine, and was 
held againift him ibr his fon by Richard de 
Lavardin, who, having married a daughter qS 
the earl of Vendome, had driven his father-ia* 
law out of the town Ibr refufing to join in this 
revolt. It concerned Henry*s honour to rein* 
fbcte that lord, as foon as poiiible, in his fief; 
which he performed before Chriibnas, and then 
returned into Normandy, where he flayed all 
the winter, having concluded with Louis a 
fiifpenfion of arms from the feaft of St. Hilary 
to the end of the Eafter holidays m die year 
eleven hundred and fevcnty-fiwr* The truce 
made with the king of Scodand by Richard de 
Lucy was alfo prolonged to that term, in con- 
fideration of the fum c^ three hundred marks^ 
which, throi^h the mediation of the biChop of 
Durham, the gentry o£ Northumberland agreed 
to pay to tb^t prince ; a bribe fo fmall, that 
the taking of it feems to demonfirate a ^eat 
want of money in bis cofifers at this time. 
After the rout of the Flemings, Henry *s forces, 
by \^ich that vidory was obtained, went in- 
to winter quarters ; the late feafon not fufier« 
ing them to undertake the itege of Framling- 
ham caide. 

But, though the fury of this war was thus 
retrained ibr fbme months in England and in 
France, defigns were bufily formed among the 

con- • 
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BOOK IV. confederates to renew it in both countries \^tn 
y^p^^jy^ more extraordinary efforts, when the time of' 
the year would permit Their plan was, that 
the earl of Flanders, in conjunftion with young 
Henry, and at the bead of a powerful army 
of Flemings, fhould land in Kent or SuHex^ 
while the Scots (hould attack the northern 
counties of England, and while Louis fhould 
turn bis arms againft Normandy, and other 
dominions belonging to the elder Henry in 
France, with the aid of the Dukes of Aqui- 
taine audBretagne, and their adherents in thofe 
parts. To put this in execution it was necef- 
lary to wait till the following fummer, when 
it would be fafer for fo great an embarkation 
of troops to pafs the fea ; and there was fome 
difficulty to bring the earl of Flanders himfelf 
to concur in the projed; thofe fentiments 
which the death odT his brother had excited 
not having yet wholly loft their influence on 
his mind : but the fealty he had fwom to the 
young king of England in doing him homage 
for Kent, together with his defire of obtaining 
that province, got the better of his fcruples. 
He therefore took a new oath, in the pretence 
of the king and nobles of France, engaged 
with him in the league, to be ready with an 
army and fleet for this purpofe, within thfe 
term of fifteen days after Midfummer next 
enfuing. In the mean time, the young Henry, 
by his emiifaries and letters, endeavoured to 
feduce the barons of England from their loyalty 
Ncubrigcnfis, to his fethcr. Contemporary writers fuppofev 
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be fncceeded Co well in thefe attempts, that book iv. 
few of the nobles maintained their fidelity^ j^/jj-/ 
quite firai and unfliaken. But allowance muft 
be made for what, on fuch occafions, is ufually: 
added to truth by groimdlefs fufpicions, by 
the fears of the people, by the malice of party, 
and by the unwarranted rumours, or aggravat- 
ed reports, of common fame. 

At the end of the Eafter holydays in theBcncdia. 
year eleven hundred and feventy-four, the truce Abbas, 
which the king of Scotland had made with the^^* 
Englifh being expired^ he poured intoNorthum-Bromptoa. 
berland a deluge of Barbarians, who wafted 
all the weftern parts of that county,, where (if 
we may believe the teftimony of writers who 
lived in thofe times) they carried the rage and 
madnefs of their cruelty to fuch a monftrous 
cxcefs, that they even ripped up the bellies of 
women big widi child, and totifed the babes, 
taken out of them, on the points of their 
fpears. When the fury of thefe undifciplined 
foldiers, who having no pay but plunder could 
be under no reftraint, had wearied itfelf there, 
William, their king, bding ftrengthencd by Neubrigonfi§, 
fome regular bands of Flemilh horfe and foot,^"-^3»* 
which he had hired for this fervice, went into Abbas."^ * 
Wcftmoreland, and advancing to Carlifle with-^ Hovcdcn, 
out oppoiition laid fiege to that city 5 but find- 
ing it bravely defended he formed a blockade 
^^th part of his army, and with the other took 
the caftles of Harbotle, Wjirkworth, and Lidel ; 
which being done, he returned, and io clofely 
ftut up Carlifle, that, provifions beginning to 

feil* 
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BOOK IV. fail, the governor, Robert de Vaux, agreed fo 
A* D. 1 1 74."^ furrender the town and caftle to him on the 
feaft of St. Michael, if not fuccoured by Henry 
before that time. 

Hoftages having been given to fecure the 

performance <^ this capitulation, the king drew 

off his troops, and invefted the caftle of Prud* 

how on the Tyne. While he lay before this 

place, which he feared to leave behind him and 

could not take, the Lord Roger de Mowbray, 

a principal rebel, whom Geoffry, bifhop of 

Lincoln, had driven out of Yorkfhire, came 

to beg his affiftance, 

K?^d"^^n '^^^^ prelate, a natural fon of King Henry 

jiyj.* ' ' and of Rofamond Cliflford, had, in the year 

Giraid. Cam-elcvcn hundred andfevcnty-three, the twentieth 

vT^^c^f. ^ ^^^ ^S^» ^^^ elefted to that fee, and enjoyed 

Arch, in An- the profits of it by the pope's difpenfation, but 

gii^^ Sacra, j^ jj^ y^t jj^j^ confecrated by the archbifliop, 

37^/379- "^^ ^^^ taken prieft's orders. When tne 
rebellion broke out, he ufed his endeavours 
(agreeably to a counfel which the chancellor 
of Ely officioufly gave him), to affift his father 
by raifiing a fum of money in his diocefe, as a 
free contribution from the gentry and peopjc : 
but being aj^fed that this gift, which could 
not eafily be refufcd, was deemed an exaftion, 
and did the king more harm than good, he 
returned the whole coUeftioh, though it was 
a very large one, back again to the donors. 
This made him very popular ; and he prefently 
found that on fuch occafions afFe6lion is more 
valuable than gold: fyvj the country about 
5 Lincoln 
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•Lincoln being ravaged by the garrifbn ofBOOK rv. 
Kinardsferry caftle in the ifle of Axholm, a^^^pj^TT^ 
ftrong fortrefs belonging to Roger de Mow- 
bray, he chofe to throw off his ecclefiaftical 
charafter, and put himfelf, as a baron, at the 
head of his valfals : but, thefe forces alone 
not being able to make head againft the rebels, 
a great number of volunteers, out of regard 
to his perfon, flocked to his banner from all 
the circumjacent parts^ with whofe aid he fur- 
prized the caftle of Kinardsferry, and levelled 
it with the ground. Prefently afterwards came 
to him Ranulph de Glanville, then (heriff of 
Yorkfliire, and implored him, in the name of 
the archbifhop of York, and of all the other 
faithful fervants of the king in that county, 
to go and join his arms with theirs, in order 
to refift the hoftilities of the Scots, who in- 
tended, when the caftle of Prudhow fhould be 
taken, to march through the bifhoprlck of 
Durham into Yorkfliire, and lay it wafte in 
conjundion with Roger de Mowbray, by whofe 
troops from his caftles of Malepart and Tbirfke 
it was already infefted. Geoffry, who had juft 
difinifled all his forces, and was very doubt- 
ful whether any of them, except his own 
knights, would follow him out of the county, 
fent away Glanville without a pofitive an- 
fwer : but, finding in them an alacrity beyond 
hb hopes, he foon raifed a fine army, with 
which he marched into Yorkfliire, joined the 
barons of that province, and while the Scots 
vr&t denned from paffing over the Tyne by 
Vol. V. N the 
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BOOK iv.tjieobftinate defence of the cattle of Prudhow, 
^75^^174!^ t^^k ^"d demoliftied that of Malepart, which 
Roger de Mowbray had built within about twen* 
ty miles of York, This lord, who w^s then in 
his other fortrefs of Thir&e, fled from thence to 
the Scots, with whofe king he before had con- 
federated himfelf againft his own fovereign, 
and aiked the aid of that prince, who appre- 
hending that the army collefted in Yorkfliirc 
might venture to fight him, and not chufing 
to ttand the hazard of a battle till the Fle- 
mings ihould be landed, raifed his iiege, and" 
retiring from the Tyne furdier northwards (at 
down before Alnwick in the coimty of Nor- 
thumberland, intending only to check the ex- 
Ncubrigenfis, Qurfions of the garrifon with his regular troops^ 
Giraid/c^am- which amounted to about eight thouiand 
brenfis, ut men, whUc his irregulars wafted the eattem 
%ri. ^j^ ^£ ^^^ pfovioce, as they had the weftera 

before. The bifliop of Lincoln, informed of 
the retreat of the Scots, built a caftle at Top- 
cliff, the cuftody of which he committed to 
William de Stuteville, for the fecurity of the 
borders, and leaving fome of his knights, to 
ftrengtheu the army (rf the Yorkfhire barons, 
returned to his fee with great glory. 

But in other parts of the kingdom the fbte 

of the king's af{air3 at this time was unprc^- 

NciArigenCs.perous and alarming* For, the governor of 

^'% Leicefter caftle, named Afchetill de Mallore, 

ana. 1174. after ravaging all the country in the neigh.- 

hourhood of his fort, defeated a body g£ )ba 

citizens of Northampton^ and tome of tba 

king^s 
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kmg^s hdrfe, who had fallied out of that town BOOK IV. 
to give them battle. The rebels were alfo much ATDTiiTir 
ftrengthened by Robert de Ferrars, earl of Der* 
by and Nottingham, declaring himfelf on their 
fide. He and his vaffals, in conjunftion with ^ 
thofe of the earl of Leiccfter, who fought to 
revenge the captivity of their lord, furprifed, 
lacked, and burned, the royal burgh of Not- 
tingham, committed by Henry to the cuftody 
of Reginald de Lucy. Great danger was feared 
from the confederacy of this lord with David 
earl of Huntington, whom his brother, the 
king of Scotland, had fent to command the 
rebel forces at Leicefter. Richard de Lucy 
hereupon, either by general powers entrufted 
to him as regent, or by fpecial orders from 
Henry, declared to Simon de Senlis, earl of* 
Northampton, who was legally profecuting 
in the king's court a claim of inheritance to 
the earldom of Huntington, that, if he could 
by his fword recover that province out of the 
hands of the Scot, who had forfeited it by his 
treafon, the king would confirm it, without 
further litigation, to him and his heirs* On 
this offer the earl immediately raifed his vaflals, Bromptotu 
and, joining them to the forces which Richard ^^^^"^ 
de Lucy had aflembled, came with him before Hdvedcon 
Huntington, on the twenty-third day of Tune. 
At the approach of this army, the garriton of 
the caftle fet fire to the town, and betook 
themfel ves to their fortrefs, which being ftrong, 
the Jufticiary did not think it expedient to 
harwfs the king*s troops in endeavouring to ' 
N z take 
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BOOK IV, take it, but erefted a fort, fufficient to reftram 
^[[^TfJT; the excurfions of the garrifon, before the gate^ 
and committing the cuftody thereof to the earl 
went to vifit other places, where his prefence 
was neceflary for fervices more important. As 
he had no men to fpare, he folicited Rhees ap 
Gryffyth, Henry's vaffhl in South Wales, to 
repay the great favours he had received from 
that king in the year eleven hundred and feven- 
ty-one, by affifting him in this crifis, and 
leading into Staffbrdfliire an army of VVelfli, 
to beiiege the earl of Derby's caftle at Tutbury 
on the river Dove, which was the capital man- 
fion of that powerful rebel, and the chief de- 
fence of his vaft eftate in thofe parts. Thii 
attack, he fuppofed, would draw the earl from 
thofe counties, where his afting in concert 
with David, earl of Huntington, efpecially if 
the Scots fliould advance to afliJft them, was 
moft to be apprehended, Rhees, whofe heart 
the king had gained, gladly embraced this oc- 
cafion of doing him a good fervice, and having 
raifed a great force marched with it through 
Hereford(hire to Tutbury caftle. 

In the mean time the jufticiary's moft an- 
xious attention was continually employed in 
guarding the coafts expofed to the invafion 
which he knew vvas intended from Flanders 
Dic^fo Imag. and Boulogne. A body of Flemings (among 
whom were five hundred knights, chofen out 
of the whole army) having been received by 
Hugh Bigot, about the middle of June, mto 
his feveral caftles in Norfolk and Suffolk, con- 
formably 
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formably to an order from the young king J^QQ ^: I v. 
of England, had taken and pillaged the city a^^b?7ij4^ 
of Norwich under the conduft of that dilloyal 
earl. But this was only preparatory to the 
greater ihvafion propofed to be made before 
the end of the uimmer. Intelligence of the 
forwardnefs of that delign arrived daily ; and 
the abrm was fo great, that Richard de Lucy 
and others, to whom the adminiflration of go- 
vernment was entrufted in the abfence of 
Henry, agreed to end over the archdeacon of 
Poitiers, who had lately been elefted hi (hop 
of Winchefter, to reprefent to that prince, 
whofe confidence he had gained by an ardent 
zeal for his fervice, the neceffity of his coming 
without delay into England, to take care of 
his kingdom in this imminent danger. 

The aftive fpirit of Henry had not been un- Diceto Imag, 
employed during the fpring of this year. He^*^^* 
had recovered the capital city of Saintonge out 
of the hands of fome rebels who had taken 
poffeflion of it in the name of Duke Kictiard, 
by coining upon them fooner than they had 
expefted, or believed to be poffible; and had 
vifited his provinces on the river Loire, over 
which, when he left theni, and over the earl- 
dom of Maincj he made Maurice de Craon, a 
brave and faithful fervant, his deputy or vice- 
gerent, having alfo committed the governnitnt 
and defence* of the dutchy of Aqiiitaine to a 
regency of fix nobles, the moll worthy of that 
truft in the feveral provinces thereunto belong- 
ing. On the feaft of St. John the Baptift, the 
N 3 bifhcp 
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BOOK iv. bUhop of Winchefter found him at the caftle 
fi^n/ii'id. of Bonneville, on the frontier of Normandy, 
confulting anxioufl)r with all the lords of the 
marches and all the governors of his towns and 
fortrefles in that dutchy, how beft to defend 
them againft the French, who, he knew, were 
preparing their utmoft force to attack them, 
under the condu£fc of their king. Tlie whole 
aflembly was full of that courage and alacrity, 
which Henry felt himfelf, and knew how to 
infpire, on occafions of this nature, into the 
hearts of his fervants. But the bifliop of Win-*- 
chefter, with great truths as the exigence re^ 
quired, laid before him, in the name of his 
whole Englifli council, the perilous ftate of hi$ 
kingdom. He fliewed him, that the counties 
of Norfolk and Suffolk being in the power of 
Hugh Bigot, and the midland provinces full of 
the earl of Derby's, the earl of Huntington's, 
^nd the earl of Leicefter's adherents, if the 
Scots (hould break into the northern parts of 
England, and the young king, with fo great 
an army of Flemings as the earl of Flanders 
had raifed to fupport him in this enterpriie, 
fhould land in the fouthem, their ilrength 
would become almoft irrefiftible, even fiippor 
fing that all who had not yet declared for tbnn 
ihould coqtinue loyal : but he added, that fufpi- 
cions had been lately conceived of the earls c^ 
Glocefter and Clare, two noblemen the moft 
potent in all the weft of England; and if 
young Henry, whom his father himfelf h^d 
ctowned kingj and t9 whom all the barons of 
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that realm had done homage, ihoufd be there BOOK iv. 
in i^oii, fopoprted by fuch great foreign i:^:;;^ 
armies; whilft his father v^as abfent^ and em- 
ployed m dcfencBng other territories abroad, 
it was to be feared, many more oE the nobi- 
lity and gentry wonld go over to him, not to 
nmdi frofioi mdincation, as on motives df fafe« 

The Icings whofe own prudence had nwde 
bim f^ the expediency of his being in Eng- 
land before his fon, had commanded a fleet to' 
be ready at Barfleur for tranfpoftmg him over, 
and had fent thither his moft important pri- 
fbners, whom it would not have been pru- 
dent to kave behind, particularly the earl of 
Giiefter, and the earl and countefs of Leicefier, 
who had been confined many months in the' 
cafUe of Falaife^ But anxiety to fecure his 
valuable territones on that fide of the water 
bad delayed his departure fo long, that, if his 
fan and the Flemings had not happily been 
detained by contrary winds in the port of Grave- 
lines for fome days, they would have landed 
before him, to the very great detriment of his 
affkiTS in this kingdom, which ought to have 
been his firft care. The information now given 
by the bifliopof Wlnchefter fo convinced him 
cif the danger of lofing more time on any ac- 
count whadbever, that he haflened immediate- 
ly to embark at Barfleur, taking with him the 
two queens, his own confortand his fon's, as 
be rc^onaUy fuppofed that the cuftody of 
them would be iafer in England, during his 
N 4 anode 
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BOOK IV. abode in that ifle, than it could be in France. 
^7571^7^ On the eighth of July, very early in the 
Diccto imag. morning, the wind being fair, he fet fail : but, 
^t pJm! '^^ S^^^ encreafing, and the fca beginning to 
grow. rough, he obferved in the countenances 
of the marmers Ibme doubt of the (afety of 
the voyage, whereupon, lifting up bis eyes to 
heaven, he faid, *' If the Supreme Ruler de- 
^^ figns, by my arrival in England, to reftore 
** to my people that peace, which he knows I 
^' fincerely have at heart, niay he mercifully 
♦? bring me to a {afe port : but, if his will has 
*« decreed to fcourge the realm, may 1 never 
«* be permitted to reach its fhore I** Thefe 
fentiments, fo becoming a Chrifiian and a king, 
^nd which his fubefquent anions proved to 
Jiave been r?al, were not unrewarded: for, 
that evening he arrived, without the lofs of a 
&ip, in the harbour of Southampton ; his ion 
and the earl of Flanders lying at Gravelines 
windbound, or deterred from lailing, if they 
had the fame wind as he, by the violence of 
it, and the roughnefs of the fea in that part d 
the channel. 
Neubngenfis, William of Newbury (ays, that there came 
"• c- 32. ^j^j^ Henry into England only one troop, or 
Diceto. fquadron, of his mercenary foldiers : but others 
M-Tiris." fpeak of thtir numbers as very confiderable; 
and all mention fome cavalry which he like- 
wife brought over ; but of what nation or how 
many thele were, we are not told. Probably 
moft of them were the Englifli lords and knights 
\vho had ferved hinj in France. But, infttad 
2 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY II. 185 

of leading them, immediately after his landing, ^^KIV. 
to join his royal army under Richard de Lucy/^p/u^^ 
in order to ad, with his ufual alacrity, againft 
the rebels, he went on a pilgrimage to the tomb 
of the late Archbifliop Becket, with the fame 
of whofe miracles the whole realm was now 
filled, and whom the pope by a bull, dated in 
March the year before, had declared a faint^J^- ^P^^ S. 
and a martyr, appomting an anniveriary lefti-cpiiiQj. 
val to be kept on the day of his death, in or- ^ Coi Vati- 
der (fays the bull) that being continualfy ap- ^^^* 
plied to by the prayers of the faithful^ hejhould 
intercede with God far the clergy and people of 
England. Henry therefore, defiring to obtain 
for himfelf this interceffion, or to make others 
believe that the wrath of an enemy, to whom it 
was fuppofed that fuch power was givcni, might 
be thus averted from him, thought it neceflary 
to vifit the flirinc of this new*created faint, and Diceto, coL 
as foon as he came within fight of the tower oi^^^J^'^ 
Canterbury cathedral, at the diflancc of three ana. 1174. 
miles, defcended from his horfe, and walked 
thither barefi^ot, over sa road that was full of 
rough and fharp ftones, vvhich fo wounded 
his feet, that hi many places thev were ftained Gcrvafc. 
with his bbod. Wiien he got\o the tomb, b,o'4^";. 
which was then in the crypt of the church, heDiceto, 
threw himfelf proftrate before it, and remained 
for fome time in fervent prayer ; during which, 
by his orders, the bifhop of London in his 
name declared to the people, *' that he had 
** neither commanded, nor advifed, nor by 
** any artifice contrived, the death of Becket; 
." fpr the truth of which he appealed, in the 

*'moft 
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book: IV. a jn5ft folemn manner, to the tefHmony df 
)f^^^^"^^Z^ ** God ; but, as the murderers of that prelate 
** bad tak^i occalion from hk words, too m^ 
*^ con(iderateiy fpoken, to commit this ofience, 
*' he voluntarily thus fubmitted himfelf to the 
** difcipline of the church." After this he 
wasfcourged, at his own requeft and com- 
mand, by all the monks of the convent afi&m- 
blcd for that purpofe, from every one of whom^ 
and from fcveral bifliops and abbots there pre- 
feat, he received three or fotwr ftripcs. This 
CenraTe, fharp penauce being done,, he returned to his 
prayers be'fbre the tomb, which he continued 
all that iky^ and all the ntx^ night, not even 
fttffering a carpet to be fpread beneath him> 
but kneeling on the hard pavement. Early 
in the morhmg he went round all the attars 
of the church, and paid his devotions to the 
bodies of the {aints there interred; which 
having performed, he came back to Becket*s 
tomb, where he fiayed till the hour when mafs^ 
was faid in the church, at which he aiMed 

During all this time he had taken no kind 
of food ; and, except when he gave his naked 
body to be whipt, was clad in fackcloth. Be- 
fore his departure (that he might folly com- 
plete the expiation of his fin according to the 
notions of the church of Rome) he amgned a • 
revenue of forty pounds a year, to kjecp lights 
always burning in honour of Becket about his* 
Veubri^fi5,tQjjit,^ The next evening he reached London, 
xn.c 54. ^j^gj.^ j^ found it ncccflary to be blooded, and ' 
reftfome days. 

Thus 
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Thus was concluded thkvery extraordinary BOOK rv. 
fcene, which requires focue refleftions* If tjie a. 0,1174,^ 
report of Becket's miracles, or th« authonty 
of Rome in his canoaifation, ,did really work 
fuch a change in Henry's mind^ 9s to make 
bim now deem that prelate, with whofe whc^e 
condud he had been fo weU acquainted, a 
faint and a martyr, it is a moft wonderful in« 
ftance of the prevalence of bigjotry over hu- 
man Kafom But, if he continued to think of 
the man and the caufe as he had hitherto 
thought, this pilgrimage to his tomk, tbeie 
proflrations before it, thefe a£ls of worfiiip 
pid to him, were an impious hypocrify and 
mockery of God, which no policy could ex- 
cu(e. And that be did fb, may not unreaibn* 
ably be inferred from his fubfequent condudf ia 
many particulars, but more efpecially fiom 
fome words wiiich Giraldus CambrenfiB affirms 
to have been fpoken by him after this time» 
He tells us, that William earl of Arundel and 
of Suflfex (whofe father of the lame name hady-G-C^lw*- 
died in the year eleven hundred and feventy-*^^^^^®*" 
fix) having been excommunicated by the bifliop p. 430. 
of Norwich on a difpute about fomc hhds, |^^"S^'« 
complained to the king of that fentqnce, who Arundbu 
faid thereupon, in the hearing of many, ** / 
** advi/eyou, bijb^s^ to tebave ywffelves with 
«* more moderation towards the barons rf ny 
<* realm^ and not to excommunicate tbemfo pre* 
♦' cipitately: becauje^ if one of you has bad the 
^^ good fortune to fucceed in fuch frejumption^ 
f' all will not: nor wilf every one who may be 

'^killed 



Digitized by 



Google 



i88 HISTORY op the LIFE 

BOOK IV, «i killed for fuch rajh attempts^ immediately ob^ 
^y^/Q^"^^^^ ^^ '^'^ ^^^ reputation of a martyr on that ac- 
** county Suppofing him therefore to have 
been infincere in his veneration of Bccket, it 
rauft be confidered how far this aft was con- 
fiftent with the ndes of true policy ; and it 
feems to me very queftionaWe, even in that 
light : for, certamly, by exalting the charafter 
of that prelate he funk his own. He took care 
indeed, by the folemn declaration which the 
bifliop of London made in his name to the 
people, that they fhould not look upon him as 
the wilfull murderer of a man whofe fanftity 
he acknowledged ; but this vindication went 
no further than to clear him of that guilt ; it 
did not extend to any of his other proceedings 
with Becket ; and by encouraging the opinion 
• of the archbifhop's having been a faint and a 
martyr, he threw the moft odious colours of 
impiety and of tyranny on all thofe proceed- 
ings, in which the honour of his parliament, 
as well as his own, was concerned. It im- 
plied a condemnation of the conftitutions of 
Clarendon, which he had never yet given up. 
Nor does it appear that be was under any real 
neceffity of making fuch a facrifice to the 
bigotry of the people. For there is not the 
leaft intimation in any hiftory of thofe times; 
or letter then written, that thofe who had re- 
belled againft him in England alledged a zeal 
for the caufe which Becket had fupported, or 
his fufferings in that caufe, to juftify their re- 
volt. All the temporal lords had been eager 
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for confirming and maintaining thofe laws BOOK iv. 
which he had oppofed and had encouraged the AiDTuTlT 
king to bring him to a trial, when the oath 
taken by him at Clarendon to obferve them 
had been openly broken* The whole prelacy 
had concurred in fome of the fentences paft 
againft him at Northampton, and (what is very 
remarkable) Henry had lately promoted to 
epifcopal fees, without oppofition from the reft 
of the clergy, thofe who moft eminently had 
diftinguifhed themfelvres by faithful fer vices 
done to him and his realm during his conteft 
with Becket. Among thefe were John of Ox- 
ford and Geoffry Ridel, whom that prelate, 
who confidered them as his capital enemies, 
had therefore excommunicated at different 
times, and one of them (Ridel) in the laft 
year of his life ; which fentence he could not 
be perfuaded to take off", after his peace with 
the king. By thefe promotions Henry's in- 
tereft in the church was much ftrengthened ; 
nor was any prelate, at this time, fuipefted of 
difloyalty, except the bifhop of Durham. On 
the contrary, the.affeftion of the bifhops for 
that prince was a main fupport of his throne. 
The monks indeed were fond of the memory 
of JBecket : but the pope's abfolution, which 
Henry had received before thefe troubles began, 
fufficiently put him out of the reach of their 
malice. It does not then feem, that any 
urgent reafon of political prudence could in- 
duce him, in thefe circumftances, to a£t this 
part. Perhaps a fenfe of remorfe for the occa- 
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BOOK IV> fion he had given to the murder of Bedcet may 
^D^^i-. have been aggravated, and more forcibly im- 
preft on his mind, by the afflidion he felt from 
the unnatural treafon of his wife and fons, 
which he might confider as a pimiftiment of 
that offence, and hope to remove it by inflift- 
ing on himfelf thefe voluntary pams, for which 
he had a precedent in his own family j Fulk 
the Third, earl of Anjou» having cavfed him- 
felf to be whipt through the ftreets of Jerufalem, 
and at the holy fepulchre there, as a penance 
for his fins. But this was the firft inftance of 
any king who had yielded to fo ignominious a 
method of expiation, which debafed the royal 
majefty in the eye of the publick ; and Henry's 
fu^tering it before the tomb of Becket, with 
fuch marks of devotion to that pretended faint, 
was liable to conftruftions injurious to his 
honour ^d the rights of his kingdom. A 
jnuch fitter atonement for the fault he be- 
wailed had been made the year before, by ad- 
vancing Becket's fifl:er to the honourable dig- 
nity of abbefs of Berking, a monaftery of 
rojral foundation. Such a kindnefs to his 
fiimily was a worthy fruit of repentance : but 
this was either an aft of the moft odious hypo« 
cnfyj or moft contemptible fuperftition, which, 
tf it had not fome excufe in the genius of that 
religion which then was eftabliSied, and the 
fiifhion of the times, would deferve the higheft 
blame, inftead of thofe encomiums with which 
it has been recorded in fome of the books of 
that 9ge« 

Hcniy 
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Henry bad hardly recovered from the fever BOOK iv. 
brought upon him by the rigour of his pc-^-D^ ^74-^ 
nance, when his flcep was difturbed, in the Neubrigenfit^ 
middle of the night, by the importunity of ^- "• ^* 34^ 
a page, who infifted upon being admitted to 
his prefence at that un^^nable hour. Being 
therefore introduced, by the gentlemen of his 
bedchamber, to his bedfide, he told him, he 
was fcnt from Ranulph de Glanville to bring 
him good tidings. The king enquired kindly 
about the health of his mafter. He is well 
(anfwered the pege) ; and holds your enemy, 
the King of Scotland, a captive in bonds, at 
the cafUe of Richmond in Yorkfliire. Henry, 
aftoniflied, commanded him to repeat what he 
had faid. He did fo ; after which the king 
demanded c^ him, whether he had brought 
him any letter ? Whereupon he produced one^ 
which contained the particulars of this great 
event. When the king had read it, he in- 
ilantly leaped out of his bed, and (bedding 
tears of joy and gratitude, with eyes and hands 
raifrd to heaven, gave thanks to God. Then 
he fent for all his friends who were near enough 
to be called^ that he might make then^ par* 
takers of the pleafure be felt from this very n>idem^ 
imeiqpeded and moft haf^y news. The par- ^* "• ^* 3«f 
ticulars of it were thefe. The king of Scot* ^'' 
land, blocking up the cafrle of Alnwick with 
liis regular forces, fent all his irreguho^ to ra- 
vage the country. Thefe devaflations for fome 
time were totally unrefifted, becauie the Eng^ 
lifii in thofe parts had no army that was able 
to keep the &id ; and the king 0i Scotland^ 
3 who 
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BOOK IV/who believed, that no reinforcements cbuld 
)^ j)^^ "'foon be brought to their aid without his 
having notice of it, jbecame {o fecure^ tliat he 
fuffered great detachments^ even of his regu* 
lar troops, to go aud plunder the people round 
Bencdia. about Alnwick caftle. One of thefe, under 
•^^* the conduft of Duncan earl of Fife, entered 
into the adjacent town of Warkworth, which 
they burned to the ground and maflacred all 
the inhabitants, men, women, and children, 
not fparing even thofe who had taken fanftuary 
in the church. This raifed to the higheft pitch 
the refentment and hatred, which exafperated 
the people of all the northern counties againfl: 
the Scotifli nation and William the Lion, their 
king, who feemed rather to encourage than re- 
flrain thefe exceffcs of barbarous cruelty, even 
in his difciplined troops. The Yorkfiiire barons, 
who, after the retreat of that monarch from 
the banks of the Tyne, had returned to their 
caftles, upon hearing now that his forces were 
renewing their ravages of the Northumbrian 
lands, reaflembled themielves under Ranulph 
de Glanville, the (herifT of their county, and 
forming a body of horfe, in which were about 
Neubngenfis, foiu: hundred knights, came into Newcaille, 
1. ii. c. 3 j. on the eleventh of July, after a long and hard 
march. There they learned in what manjier 
the enemy's forces were feparated and fcattered j 
which intelligence giving them a reafonablc 
hope of finding the kmg weakly guarded, they 
determined to fct out very early the nextmom* 
ing, and endeavour to furprize that part of his 
army which lay before Alnwick caftle. The 
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principal harom who joined in this (pirited re- BOOK iv, 
folntion with Ranulph dc Glanville wereRo-^J'T'^CJTr^ 
bcrtdeStutcviU, Barnard de Baliol, and WiU ' ' ^^ 
liam de Vefci. They began their march ^t break 
of day, and though loaded with heavy armour 
made fuch expedition, that in lefs than five 
hours they had travelled fi&Ur and twenty com- 
puted miles from Newcaftle, As they went 
there arofe fo thick a fog, that they could 
hardly fee their way • Whereupon feme ad- 
vifed to return back to Newcaftle : but, Ber- 
nard de Baliol declaring, that, rather than ftain 
his charader with the infamy of fuch a retreat, 
he-would go forwards alone, they all refolved 
to proceed. While they were advancing in 
darknefs, the mift, which had covered and 
concealed their march, difperiing itfelf all at 
once, they faw before them in near view the , 
caftle of Alnwick, and foon afterwards theBencdia. 
Scotch king, amidft a troop of Between lixty Abbas. 
and feventy horfemen, apprehending no danger, 
and diverting himfclf with the eXercifes of 
chivalry in an open plain. He took them, 
at firfl: fight, for the detachment commanded 
by Duncan earl of Fife returning from Wark- NeubrigenCf, 
worth; but, on their nearer approach^ difcover- ^* ^^ ^' 33" 
ing by their banners that they were Engli/h, 
he was amazed, yet not daunted. For he 
fuppofed that fome bands of the multitude of 
his forces, which were fcouring the whole 
country on every fide, would quickly come 
to his aid. In this confidence, or, perhaps, 
from the mere impulfe of a rafli, unthinking 
Vol. V. O courage, 
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BOO K IV- courage, fiercely fliaking his fpear, and fayinjg 
A. D/1174. ^^ his men, that mw it would be feen who was 
a good knight J he led them immediately to at- 
tack the enemy, and charged foremoft him- 
felf : but, his horfe being killed under him in 
the firft (hock, he .was taken prifoner, and 
with him moft of liis troop. Some nobles, 
who were not engaged in the aftion, but were 
within a fmall diftance, hearing what had hap- 
pened, came up, with all the hafte they could 
make, and threw themfelves into the hands of 
the Engliih, that they might be partakers in 
the cal imity of their fovereign. The viftorious 
party .returned, with the captives thqyhadtaken, 
and without encountring any other detachment 
^ of the enemy, that evening, to Newcaftle; from 

.^ which town, the next day, they removed the 
Abbas, t'. 1. king of Scotland to the caftle of Richmond* 
Among the other prifoners was Richard Cumin, 
tlie chancellor of that unfortunate prince. All 
the reft of his vaft army, Scots, Galwegians, 
and Flemings, fcattered over the country, re- 
tired precipitately into Scotland or Galloway, 
on the firft account they recei\^d of his mif- 
fortune. 

Thus did Providence, in a nioft extraordi* 
nary manner, deliver up to. King Henry, when 
he expeded it leaft, this deftroyer of his 
people, and principal abetter of the wicked 
rebellion againft him in his family and his 
realm : an event which confounded all the 
hopes of his eneniies, and broke at once all 
their ttieafures I 

Orders 
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Orders had been given, while the king wasf BOOK IV. 
performing his pilgrimage to Becket's tomb» ^70717747 
tor the aflembling of his army in the neigh- ^^^^ 
bourhood of London ; and by the eighteenth Abbas. * 
of July, on which day he had the news of the 
king of Scotland's captivity, it was ready to 
aft. He tlierefpre vvould not lofe time in idle 
and ufelefs rejoicings, but put himfelf at their 
head, and advanced the fame day to\yards 
Huntingdon caftle, not doubting that the 
Scots, who were in garrifon there, would pre- 
fently yield it to him, when they fliould know 
be was mafter of their fovereign's perfon. It 
was accordingly furreudered on the twenty* 
firft of July ; though he granted them no 
conditions, except that they fhould not be 
liable to fuffer in their lives or limbs. While G^iraH. Cam- 
he lay before this place, there came to him his J^^/]^J^^j^* 
fon Geoff ry, bifhop of Lincoln, of whofe ex- gii^ Sacr^, 
ploits in his fervice an account has been given, P' ^^^' 
and brought under his own banner a hundred 
and forty knights, with many more men at 
arms, well mounted and accoutred. Henry 
received him with great joy, and faid, in the 
hearing of a great multitude of perfons, who 
were prefcnt at their meeting, f&at his other 
Jons by their conduSl had proved themfehes 
bajlards^ but this alone had Jhe^wn himfelf ta 
' be really his true and legitimate fon. 

David earl of Huntington, on advice of his Chron. Marl, 
brother's captivity, which came to him foon NeXigenfit 
after that event, left the caftle of Leicefter, i. ii. c. 36. 
2. the 
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BOOK ry^ the garrifon of which had received him ascom- 
j^D^'i,^^ mander in chief of all the rebels in thofe parts^ 
and retired into Scotland. Henry therefore 
did not flay in the midland counties of Eng- 
land to recover that caftle, but marched from 
, Huntington, with the utmoft expedition, into 
Suffolk, againft his more dangerous enemy^ 
Hugh Bigot, whofe excurfions he before had 
endeavoured to reftrain, by detaching the Bra- 
banters to obferve his motions* 
Wccto Imag. ^j^^ ^^^j^g of Framlingham andBungey were 

Bcnedia. cTOwded with Flemings, whom the earl had 
H^^S' received, befides the ufual garrifons, into thofe 
Gervafc?* forts, intending to a6t offenfively with them 
Brompton, in other parts of the kingdom; but the un- 
^'"^"^^"^^'•expeaeddifafterof the king of Scotland, which 
by this time he knew, the confternation it 
caufed among all his confederates, the quick 
furrender of Huntingdon caftle td Henry, and 
the fudden approach of that monarch, at the 
head of a great army, difconcerted all the 
fchemes he had hitherto formed, and almdft 
took from him the means of maintaining any 
longer the caufe he had engaged in, without 
drawing certain ruin upon his own head. For, 
though his caftles were ftrong, particularly 
Framlingham, yet the finding fubfiftance for 
fuch extraordinary numbers as were inclofed 
therein, if they fhould be clofely blocked up, 
was a difficulty he knew could not be fur- 
mounted. He might alfo before now have 
received information, that, on the news of 
Henry's fafe arrival in England, the young king 
3 and 
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and the earl of Flanders had laid afide theirBOOK iv. 
intention of invading England, and had led a.d/hjjl. 
all their forces to join the king of France in 
befieging Rouen ; fo that he could not expeft ' 

that affiftance from them, on which he had 
chiefly depended. In thefe circumftances he 
wifhed to make his peace with Henry, who 
had encamped not far diftant from Framling- 
ham caftle, propofing to inveft it the next day, 
and who, it may be prefumed, upon applica- 
tion made for it, had granted him* a fafe con- 
du«5l, in order to a perfonal treaty, and per- 

' haps, fome aflurances of a favouraUe recep- 
tion. Certain it is that he went to this prince 
in his camp, and obtained from him a pardon, 
by delivering up his two caftles, giving hoftn 
ages to him for his future fidelity, and paying 
a fine of a thoufand marks of filver. The 
only circumftance much contefted between 
them was concerning the Flemings in thofe 
parts ; the earl infifting on their being permit- 
ted to return into Flanders with entire fafety 
and freedom, which the king was unwilling to 
grant ; but (not to negledl greater points in difp 
puting long about this) Henry was fatisfied with 
their oaths, that they would not ferve againft 

. him during the reft of this war. Among thefe 
v^ere fome troops, which, a little before he 
came over, had been fent into England by his 
fon, the young king, under Ranulph de Ja 
Haie, an officer of diftinftion in the fervice of 
that prince. 

Vol. V. O 3 The ^ 
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BOOK TV. The rebellion being thus fuppreft in Suf- 
'^ 2j/j folk, Henry went to his own royal caftk at 
Northampton, where the captive king q{ Scot* 
land was brought to him from Yorkfliire, 
with his feet tied, like a felon's, under the 
belly of his horfe. It is not faid that this 
great and indecent violation of the royal dig- 
nity in his perfon was ordered by Henry : 
but his having, without any declaration of 
war, or any aft- of hottilky committed by the 
Englifli, invaded their borders, and let loc/c 
the litmo^ fury of rapine and murder upon 
the innocent people, made them confider 
and treat him, not as a captive king, but 
as a robber and murderer apprehended by juf- 
tice* How Hen^ received him the hifto- 
rians of thofe tknes have given us no account : 
we only know that he cauled him to be clofely 
confined, which neceffity of ftate abundantly 
juftified ; and we may prefume he did not 
ufe him ill in his* prifon, becaufe it does not 
appear that after his enlargement he made any 
complaints, nor ^ the writers of that age 
who were moft defirous to blame the condufl 
of "Henry take notice of this among his faults* 
Hovcden. The earl of Leicefter being likewife a pri- 

^^bUs.^ foner to the kmg, and entirely at his mercy, 
Gervaie. the govemors of his caftles, not feeing the 
Bromftoiu eaft probability of fetting him free by force of 
arms, and apprehending that their obftinacy in 
defending thofe places might be dangerous to 
his perfon, came to Northampton on the 
^ ^biny-firft of July, and furre^dered to Henry 
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his ?tbr€e caftles of Leicefter, Montford, and^ooK iv. 
Gtoby. The fame day arrived meflcngers^D/ji^^^ 
from Roger de Mowbray, who after the ac- 
tion near Ahiwick had fled into Scotland^ with 
full powers to yield up his caftle of Thirike; 
and others from Robert de Ferrars, carl of 
Derby, imploring peace from the king on his 
Airrendering the two caftles of Tutbury and 
Nuffield, which the Wclfli, under the conduft 
of Prince Rhees ap Gryffith, had befieged for 
fome tune, but could riot take. The btfhop 
x)f Durham came himfelf to Henry at Nor- 
thampton, and gave up to him the £^rt$ of 
Durham, Norham, and Alverton, obtaining 
poraiiffion, though not t^thout dif&nilty, to 
iend away his nephew the earl of Bar, and a 
troop of forty Frendi knights, whom he had 
lately received into Alvcrton caftle, having be*- 
fore, npon hearing that the king of Scotland 
was taken, difmift five hundred Flemings, 
whom the fame lord had brought over. It 
did not appear very clearly that this prelate 
had. defigned to ad for the rebels ; becaufe he 
pleaded that foreign and mercenary foldiers 
were neceflary to guard his feveral caftles, and 
the country round about them, againft the 
3cota, whofe numerous forces the ordinary 
garrifons would not have been able to refift, 
if the unexpefted fuccour, conduced, out of 
Yorkfliire by Ranulph de Glaiivilk, had not 
kappily^ pu^ an eiid to their depredations. As, 
therefore, his intentions could be only fuipcc* 
ted, he ventured to wait on the king, whofe 
O4 difpleafure 
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BOO K IV. difpleafure or jealoufy he had no doubt of 
A» 0/1x74, renioving by making him matter of tbefe im- 
portant fortreffes, which were very fufficient 
luretie$ for his future fidelity. Some authors 
^^*^* fay, that the earl of Derby and Roger de 
Hovccfcm Mowbray came likewife to the king. How- 
ever this may have been, he pardoned them 
both, and having, no lefs by his mercy, than 
by the fuccefs which the Providence of God 
had given to his arms, compofed the diftur- 
bances in all parts of his kingdom, he was able 
to give fuch attention to the fafety of his 
foreign dominions, as the prefent conjunfturc 
Ibidem. requured. He therefore battened to Poromouth, 
Brampton. Where a navy was prepared to carry him over 
Piccto. to Barfleur. On his journey he was met by 
the carls of Glocefter and Clare, whofe loyalty 
had been fufpefted, and whofe excufes he re- 
ceived, as more defirous to believe that they 
had not offended, than to punitti their of- 
fences. But he did not think it proper to ac- 
cept the furrender of the earl of Leiceftcr's 
catties as a ranfom for his perfon : new would 
he leave either him or the earl of Chefter in 
England, but ordered thofe two lords, the 
molt diftinguifhed promoters of the rebellion 
^ againtt him, and their principal confederate, 

the king of Scotland, to be carried into Nor- 
9iandy, in ftrift cuftody, with him. Eleanor 
jind the young queen were left behind ; Eng- 
land being for them a iafer place of confine<P 

Oil 
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On the feventh of Auguft the king em-BOOKiv. 
barked at Portfmouth, and took with him hisA.D.1174. 
Brabanters and a thoufand Welfh. Thefe laft WeUhChron. 
had been fent to him by David ap Owen, J^J^J^^^^ 
prince or king of North Wales. William of of Wales by 
Newbury fays, he went over to Normandy ^ynne. 

• 1 I "^ ^ 1*1 ij 1 Benedict. 

With a great army, which would make one Abbas, 
fuppofe that to thefe fome Englifh were added. I- ii. c 36* 
On his landing at Barflcur he found there a^^f^'^jf 
great Englifli prelate, whom he did not ex- 
peft at this time. 

After long delays from the obftinacy of the Genrafc, coU 
prior and monks of Chriftchurch convent in '+^^» ^** 
Canterbury concerning the election of a fuc- 
ceflfor to Becket, they had, in February of 
the year eleven hundred and feventy-threc, 
nominated in their own chapter, without other 
affiftants, three perfons, and fent their names 
to the grand jufticiary, Richard de Lucy, de- 
firing him to give the royal aflent to the elec- 
tion of any one of thefe, whom the king 
Ihould moft approve. Richard fummoned here- 
vpoa the bifliops of the province, who Joined 
with the monks in elefting the abbot of Beck 
in Normandy, a man who was very agreeable 
to the king ; and the royal aflent was given 
to that choice : but it proved inefFeftual ; for 
the abbot pcrtinacioufly refufed to accept the 
primacy offered to him, and Henry was there- 
fore conftrained, much againft his own wifhes, 
to order a new eleftion. The convent of 
Canterbury hereupon refumed their defire of 
confining to themfelves the choice af 9 pn* 
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BOOK iv> mate and dKX)fing him from their own body* 
aTdTuT^T a warm conteft arifing on thefe points betvyeert 
them and the hi(hops of the province, and all 
tern^s of ac(-omuK)datioii propofed by the lat- 
ter bein^ obftinately rejected, Richard, prior 
qf Daver^ who had been a monk in vtbat oour 
vent, and anoth<?r oi %hc iame body, were 
feat into Normandy to negotiate u^itb Henry, 
0nd know bis will on this bufinefs. Tb^ 
{Mri^ce -did not^ give tljpm ;my pofitive anfww- ; 
but ordered them back into England* ^m4 
fent private inftruftioijs tp the regents of that 
kingdom, that, if the convent of Canterbury 
Ihould continue inflexible in their refolution^ 
they ihould fo m^^e matters as to t|irn .tbe 
eleftioa upon the prior of Dover. This in* 
trigue was gondufted with great addrefs^by 
^he regents, and on the third day pf June in 
the year eleven hundred and feventy-three the 
prior was eleded : but before his conf^Rfttton 
a letter was fcnt to the monks from the yoyog 
king of England, then in France, by :whkh 
he figuified to them> " that he had been in* 
I* formed, his father was attempting to place 
" improper perfons in the fee of Canterbury 
**.and m others : wlierefit)re, b^aufefuob tlec^ 
f' tiQns ought not to be tnade mtbmt cmfent 
^^fr<m him J whoy by virtue qf the royal tmdiicn 
*' nMch be had remn^d^ had taktn upon km^ 
^^Jdfjhe rule and care of the whole kingd^m^ 
♦' he h^ appealed againft them to the fee of 
^^ Rome, a^d bad notifie4 that appeal to thi 
\^ cardiri^s. Albert ^»d, Tbeodine# who had 
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" approved thereof/* In this letter he evidently BOOK IV. 
arrogated to himfelf an equality with his £a- ATDTTITir 
ther in the government of the realm, if not 
an entire fovereignty over it, as the words there 
iifed may import. The fubjefts therefore of 
that king could pay no regard to it, without 
violating the allegiance they owed to him, in 
whom the regal power was imderftood to re^ 
main fupreme and undiminifhed, notwithftand- 
ing thp ceremony of his fon's coronetion. Bui 
the appeal made to Rome, of which notice 
bad been given to the biOiops of London, of 
fexetcr^ and of Worcefter, as well as to thdfe 
monk$9 induced them and the other fi^ragans 
of the province of Canterbury to defer the con- 
fccration of the archbifliop eleft, till the pope's 
dccifion (hould be known : and that ^prelate 
was obliged to go and folicit this affair at; 
ftome ; nor could Henry forbid- it in his pre- 
ient fituation, though the oueftion was purely 
of a political nature, and luch as ought not 
to have been ever fubmitted to the papal aU«» 
thority. Aifter fome difpute the eleftion was 
confirmed by Alexander, who, when he found ^^^^ ^^• 
that the quarrel betwixt the two Henries touldnovwlent^ad 
not, l^y any power of his mrediation, be ami-ann, 1174^ 
cably compofed, took part with the fiather (as 
it became him to do) againfl the {on, and not 
only confecrated the archbi(h0p <rf CanterbUty 
v^ith his own hands, butalfo graced him with 
the additional dignity of his legate in Englandi^ 
tienry now met him on the coaft of Nor-, 
Qia^dy returning to. that realm>^n4diinqd wi^ 

him 
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BOOK iV^- him at his inn, from whence, in the afternoon, 
A.D.^174. "^ difmifled him to profecute his intended 
voyage, while he himfelf went to Caen. In 
the caftle of that city he left his royal captive, 
and the two rebel earls whom he had brought 
over with him, under ftrid continement, and 
marched from thence, through a country he 
was entirely mafter of, to Rouen, which had 
been befieged by the French from the twenty- 
firft day of July and afterwards by them and 
the Flemifli army combined. 
g^8^°^* To the north-eaftern fide of this metropolis 
of Normandy a paffage had been opened, the 
year before, by the Flemings, who then had 
taken Aumale, Neuchitel, and Driencourt, for- 
trefles fituated on the Norman confines towards 
Rcardy and the Somme. The road from this 
frontier, efpecially nfear to Rouen, was narrow 
and difficult, being fkirted with hills and thick 
woods. Yet it was the only one which an 
enemy could take to approach it ; becaufe the 
whole country to the South of the Seine, which 
was open and level, and all the paffes of 
the hills on other fides of the city, except on 
that before-mentioned, were in Henry's pof- 
feffion. The bridge over the Seine, which 
the Emprefs Matilda had built, aflbrded a 
communication for the importation of \ic* 
tuak, or other fupplies of all kinds ; and the 
city, which covered a great extent of ground, 
was defended on that fide by the depth and 
breadth of the river, and in all parts by deep 
ditches, and very thick walls flanked with 

towers* 
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towers. Alnioft all the Norman barons, and BOOK iv. 
xnUitary tenants who held immediately of the aTdTiTt^ 
king, had thrown ^hemfelves into it, upon the Benedia. 
firft motions of the French to attack it, with'^^^*^ 
a firm refolution to maintain it againft them to 
the utmoftextremity : nor did the citizens, who 
were numerous and well trained to arms, fhew 
therofelves lefs courageous than the nobles and 
Ibldiers, or lefs determined to fupport their 
fovereign's caufe. After the jundion of the 
Flemifh troops with the French, which made 
them a greater army than Europe had feen 
fince the time of the laft crufadcj they pro- 
pofed to take the town, which they could 
only attack on one quarter, by wearying out 
the befieged with continual toil : To this in- 
tent they divided the multitude of their forces 
into three partitions, which relieved each other 
by turns once in every eight hours ; fo that 
the attacks were inceflant, and the battering 
engines employed with unremitting violence 
all day and all night. Neverthelcfe the be- 
jBeged, procuring to themfelves the fame in- 
terval of repofe, by a fimilar divifion of their 
forces (which their having only one part of 
the city to defend enabled them to make), re- 
filled and fruftrated all attempts of the enemy, 
from the twenty-firft of July, when the French 
fat down before Rouen, till the feaft o£ St. 
Lawrence on the tenth of Auguft, before 
which day (he captivity of the king of Scot-* 
land being known in the French and Flemifh 
Camps, it ftruck a damp to the hearts of the 

confederate 
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^OOKiv, confederate army. The king of France, wha 
J^^^^^^^^^Z^ a particular veneration for thp holy 

NeubrigcnfU, martyr Lawrence, proclaimed, on the eve of 
Dicctol ^^* ^^^ ^^' ^ fiifpenfion of arms, as was ufually 
done in that age. The citizens alfo obferved 
it vsrith an equal regard to religion, but with a 
more riotous and more triumphant joy : the 
youths and virgins fung and danced, and the 
men at arms ifluing forth from the fouthem 
gate of the city diverted themfclves with tilt- 
ing upon the banks of the Seine, not only in 
honour of the feint, but as an infult on the 
enemy, wht> beheld them from their pofl: on 
the other fide of the river. While thefe 
foorts were going on, towards the clofe of the 
day, it happened that fome priefts went up into 
the tower or fteeple of a church, where tlie 
alarm-bell was hung; and one of them look- 
ing out of the window of the tower, which 
commanded a full profpeft into the enemy^s 
camp» was amazed at the extraordinary quiet 
and filence which he obferved therein ; and 
this raifing fame fufpicion of a fecret defign 
againft the town, he carefully watched all 
their motions, till he perceived that prepara- 
tions were evidently making for an aflault. 
He then called his companions, who immedi- 
ately rung the bell ; at the found of which 
all the citizens, haftlly fnatching their arms, 
ran together to the walls; and the horfemen 
returning, wirli the utmoft fpeed of their horfes, 
into tht town, refumed their pofts. Some 
moments more of delay Would probahly have 

occafioned 
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^afionedthe lofs of tliecity: for the eitemy's book iv. 
fcroops, drawn together by private orders froro'^[]^[Y~^ 
their chiefe, without found of trumpet, or any 
other loud fignal, had already paft the ditch, 
arid the foremoft rank of tliem, unoppofed, 
httd hy fcaling ladders mounted to the top of 
Ibe wall ; but in that very indant the brave 
citizens met them, and fighting hand to hand, 
killed^ or threw down headlong into the ditch, 
ihofe who bad firft gained the rampart : yet 
more continually mounting, a bloody confiift 
eitfued ; till night forced the iaffailants, whofe 
lofs of men Was far greater than that of the 
befieged, to retire to their camp. Louis caft Neubrigenfi$, 
all the blame of this perfidious proceeding on ^' "* ^' ^^* 
the earl of Flanders ; but whether he afted 
againft his own inclinations by the advice of 
riiat prince (as fome hiftorians fuppofe), or whe- 
ther, doubtmg of fuccefs by any other means, 
be had recouirfe to this fraud, his reputation . ^ 

ftiflfered much, and the more, as his confci- 
ence had been thought to be fl:rifter in mat- 
ters of religion than in points of honour. The 
next day Henry came up> and paffing the 
Seine by the bridge at the head of his army, 
made his entry into Rouen in great military 
ponlp, amidft the joyful acclamations of the 
people of that city, and triumphant (houts of' 
the foldiers, by whofe valour it had beeti fo 
well defended* His fudden arrival, before any Ncubrigeniis, 
intelligence of his landing in Normandy had^^%^^* 
been brought to the enemy, vrhom the ill fuc- cou"io97! 
cfefs of ^ir late unjuftifiaWe attempt had not' 
14 a little 
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a little dejededt aftonUhed and threw them 
int6 fuch a defpondency, that they feemed to 
have loft all their courage. He, on the con- 
trary, full of confidence in the bravery of his 
troops, commanded the gate next to the ene- 
my *s camp, which the citizens had wailed up^ 
to be opened, and fo much of the ditch on that 
fide to be filled up and levelled, as that his ca- 
valry might pafs over it two hundred in firont* 
While this was doing, his Welfli foot, whom 
he had fent out, a little before day-break, into 
a foreft, with orders to wait, under cover of 
the woods, for a convoy of forty waggons, 
loaded with wine and with viftuals, which he 
knew was expeded that morning fi-om France, 
by the road of Neuchatel, performed their bu- 
finefs fo well, that burfting fuddenly from their 
ambufli on the fldrt of the foreft they deftroy- 
ed the whole convoy, after having put to flight 
a body of cavalry, by which it was efcorted* 
The confederates were two days in great want 
of provifions, before the end of which time the 
king of France and the earl of Flanders de- 
termined with all fpeed to raife the fiege, not 
only on accQunt of the prefent diftreS, but 
firom a report which prevailed that the Welih 
fo infefted all the woods near the city, as to 
hinder any fupplies being brought to it v^th 
fafety. On the thirteenth of Auguft they or- 
dered the whdie train of their battering en- 
gines, which had coft them vaft fums, to be 
broken to pieces or burnt, that they might be 
no impediment to their retreat : during which 
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Henry fallied from the gate he had opened, BOOK iv. 
at the head of his cavalry^ to oaake an attack ATDTTiTir 
cm the qtiarters of the king of France^ hoping 
(as it feems) to have found tiie French unpre- 
pared: but on his approach a drong body of 
their horfe c^ne forth, having been ordered by 
Louis, from a prudent appreheniion of fuch 
an aSkvit, or intelligence given of it, to be 
teady in arms before his camp. The conflift 
was iharp : on the fide of the French fome 
knigiits were taken pri£»ner$, and fome woun- Brompton, 
dcd, and twenty horfemen of an inferior de- Benaua/ 
grcc were killed : but Henry, who had conn- Abbas, t. i. 
ted on furprifing the enemy, finding himfelf P* ^^* 
di£ippointed in that expedition, thought pro* 
per to retire, left more troops fliould come up 
mm other parts of the camp. What lofs he 
fuftained we are not told ; but, as no notice 
is taken c^ it by thofe who mention this ac« 
tbn, it probably muft have been fmall. 

The next day the confederates made their 
retreat in good order, having firft fent away 
all their fick and wounded men. The earl of 
Flanders, who was dbought the ablefi: general 
among them, commanded the rear. Henry 
did not purfue them ; tlie forces he had with 
him. there, though fufiicient to fecure his prin- 
cipal objeft, the defence of the town, not be- 
ing able to face to fuperior an army in the ^^^^^' 
open field : but a great number of arms, and 
Ibme parts of their heavy baggage, were left 
a booty to his Welfh and other irregular troops% 

Vol. V. P Thus, 
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BOOK IV. Thus, with no fiaall diihonour to the con- 
^ J) "Yj-.' federate princes, on the twenty-fourth day of 
Auguft in the year eleven hundred and fercn* 
ty-four, was Rouen delivered from a.fiege, 
which to carry on with fucce& the utmoft 
efforts of France, and the two powerful carl* 
doms of Flanders and Boulogne, had been ex- 
erted in vain* The next morning the eaii of 
Blois, and the archbifliop of Sens, came tbi* 
tlier as embailadors from the king of France, 
with overtures of a peace, and obtained of 
Henry that a conference between him and that 
monarch (hould be held at Gifors on the eighth 
of the enfuing September, for fettling the con* 
ditions. 
i^iif ^^^''' All the confederates, even thofc who had 
biccto^ ioi. been the incendiaries of the war, now defired 
5^^' to end it ; every ertterprife they had formed, 

with confident hopes of fuccefs from an apt 
patent and great fuperiority of ftrength, having 
been ttrangely defeated, by fuch a kries of ac- 
cidents favourable to Henry, that the imnoiec^- 
ate hand of God feemed to (hew itfelf in fup* 
porting and maintaining his caufe. The earl 
of Flanders, whofe confcience had been iharp* 
iy ftung the laft year, upon the death of his 
brother, Matthew earl of Boulogne, with a 
fenfe of hh own guilt in this unnatural quar* 
rel, was now ftruck with a greater dread of 
the vengeance impending on perfeverance in 
that guilt. For, his youngeft brolher, named 
Peter, who, after the lofs of the elder, had, 

at 
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at hU entreaty, refigned the archbiflioprick pf BOOK iv. 
Cambray for the earldom of Boulogne, was aId^iTj^^ 
dangeroufly wounded at the ficge of Rouen, Benedia. 
which more aflflifted this prince, as, having ^^'^^ 
no child himfelf, and not expecting to have 
imy, he intended to m^e him his heir in the 
earldom of Flanders and all his other domi-* 
nions. It was therefore his wifh to extinguKh 
thefe defiru£live fires of difcord, which he 
feared would at length confume all thofe who 
had either kindled ot fed them for the pur-^ 
poles of their own unjufiifiable ambition. 1 he 
only doubt >vas, whether Henry ihould con- 
fent to make a peace, when his revenge and 
his glory feemed equally to demand the con- 
tinuance of the war againft enemies difappoint- 
ed in all their undertakings. But no advan« 
tage which triumphs over them could give 
was of fb much importance to the happi« 
nds of his life, or the welfare of his realm, 
Bs recovering his children out of their hands, 
and reclaiming them from the errors into which 
their inexperienced youth had been drawn, 
by having them again under his own tuition. 
It was alfo evident, that the friendfbip and 
favour of the pope, very neceflary to him in 
the prefent conjunfture, might be loft by his 
making an oifenfive war againft Louis, from 
ambitious or vindidive views alone, when that 
king, to whom Alexander owed much regard, 
no longer abetted the revolt of his fons, for 
the fuppreffing of which, and not for the en* 
larging of the bounds of bis^ empire, he had 
P z afked 
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BOOK IV. afked affiftance from Rome. Nor could he be 
^["^^^^Tt^^^^"^ ^^^^ ^^^^ princes, whofe great forces he 
bad baffled, but not fubdued, might not de- 
fend their own territories with more fpirit and 
fortune than they had attacked his, if com* 
pelled to exert the utmoft ftretc4i of theur 
power, for felf-prefervation. He therefore 
dame with fuch moderate and pacifick difpofi- 
tions to a conference with Louis, that the fuf- 
Bene^as. peniion of arms between him and all the ccm- 
Hovcden, federates, except his fon Richard, was pro- 
longed from the eighth to the twenty-ninth 
of September, on which day another conference 
was appointed to be held, for the final con- 
clufion of the peace then agreed to, at a place 
between Tours and Amboife, In the mean 
time permiffion was given to Henry to make 
war againft Richard, who, having gained the 
pofleffion of certain caftles in Poitou while the 
French befieged Rouen, fingly refufed to ac- 
cept the conditions propofed. The other con- 
federates fwore that they would not aflift him, 
and ftriftly obferved their engagement ; fo that 
helplefs, and flying, with a few of his barons, 
from one retreat to another, as Henry ap- 
proached with his army, he was foon con- 
ftrained, liotwithftanding the fiubborn pride 
of his mind and the intrepidity of his heart, 
to fubmit without rcferve to the mercy of that 
Hovcden, king. Qn the twenty-firfl: of September he 
^*" "* threw himfelf weeping at the feet ot his fether, 
and implored his forgivenefs. Henry raifed 
him from the earth, and took him to his bo- 
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fxymj with the kindeft marks of paternal ten- BOOK iv. 
demefs md affeftion. They went together to^TDTuTir 
the place appointed for the conference with the 
king of France, at which likewife were pre- 
fect the two brothers of Richard, Henry and 
Oeoflfry Plantagenet, and all the greater vaf- 
fals of the French crqwn, except the earl of 
Flanders. 

It was there agreed, that the princes, Henry, v. Rymer's 
Richard, and Geoffry, fhould return to theU- l^j^.'ffPf^^- 
father, and to the obedience they owed to him the Appendix 
as their fovereign, being freed themfelves, and ^^ ^^ ^^ 
freeing all his barons and vaffals engaged with 
them in rebellion, from all oaths or covenants 
by which they had been bound agailift their 
allegiance, to which and to their homage the 
laid barons and vaffals, thu? abfolved, ftould 
return. A reftitution of lands and caftles, 
as they had been held fifteen days before the 
rebellion, was to be made on bpth fides. Henry 
the elder bound himfelf to remit his difplea- 
fure againft the barons who bad fellen off 
from him, fo as to do them no hurt on that 
account, while they ihould continue to ferve 
bim faithfully as their liege lord. In like 
manner the young Hpnry remitted his dU"- 
plcafure againft all thofe^ as well of the clergy 
as of the laity, who had taken part with bis 
father ; and gave his oath to that prince, that 
he would do them no hurt either in their per- 
fons or goods, nor procure any to be done to 
them on that account, fb long as he (hould 
live. Two caftles in Normandy, at thechoice 
?3 of 
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BOOK IV. of his father, and a yearly revenue of fifteen 
^[■^T^^TtIT*^^^^^ pounds in Angevin money^ were 
to be jjiven to him ; and to. Richard two 
pbces» fit for his reception, in the province 
of Poitou, but fuch as would not enable 
him to do his father any mifchief, with half 
the revenues of that province in money. Half 
of thofe which Geoffry claimed to enjoy in 
Bretagne, by virtue of the marriage agreed 
upon between him and the daughter of Co- 
'nan, were granted to him in prefcnt, and the 
reft was promifed, as foon as, conformably to 
the will of her father, that marriage fhould 
be celebrated, with the confent of the pope. 
The prifoners who had made a compofition 
with tlie king before the peace, namely the 
king of Scotland and the earls of Leicefter 
andof Chefter, and Radulph de Fougeres, with 
the hoftages they had given, and thofe of 
other captives which the king had before re- 
ceived, were not to be included in the prefcnt 
convention. All other prifoners on both fides 
were to be fet at liberty ; but the king was 
impowered to take hoftages, at his will, firom 
thofe who were able to give them, and fi-om 
others the fecurity of their own oaths and the 
oaths of their friends. The caftles in the king's 
territories, which had been fortified or re- 
paired fince the beginning of the war, were 
to be put, at his pleafure, into the ftate they 
were ni before the war. The young Henry^ 
on his part, engaged himfelf to his father, that 
he would confirm and eftabliih all the grants 
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of crown-lauds which his father had made or BOOK iv^ 
(hould make for diaritable ufes, or to his vaf- a. D. "1174/ 
ials for their fervices performed to him ; and 
particularly that which he he had made to 
prince John, his youngefl fon, coniifting 
of three thou(and pounds per annum in 
England, Normandy, and Anjou; of two 
caftles in England with all their appurtenances, 
two in Normandy, one in Anjou, one in 
Maine, and one in Touraine. The king, out 
of affedion.to his eldeft fon Henry (as the 
words of the treaty exprefe it) remitted to 
thofe wbo» in any of his territories, had gone 
from him to that prince, the forfeitures they 
had incurred, and permitted them to return in 
peace, without being anfwerable for the goods 
or chattels they had carried off with them ; but 
for murder, treafon, or maiming, they were to 
anfwer according to the law and cufiom of 
-the rcalm. As for thofe who had fled for any 
offence before the war, and come into the fer- 
vicc of his fon, he likewife allowed them to 
return in peace, giving pledges to ftand to the 
judgement of the law concerning fuch mat- 
ters, antecedent to the war, as fhould be laid 
to their ch^ge. Thofe who had been im- 
pleaded before they went to his fon might re- 
turn, but their caufes were to be in the lame 
fituation as before their departure. 

The young King Henry gave fecurity to 

his father, that he, on his part, would firmly 

keep this convention ; and it was alfo given 

Jointly by him and his two brothers, that they 
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BOOK IV. would never, againft their father's will and 
^j[]^^]Y^~^good pleafure, demand of him more than he 
had now granted to them, as here prefcribcd 
and determined, nor ever withdraw from him 
their perfons or their fer vices, Richard and 
Geoffry did him homage for what he had 
granted to them ; and his eldeft fon, Henry, 
would likewife have done it; but on account 
of the royal dignity conferred on that pfince 
he refufed to receive it, only taking from him 
fureties. 

This homage was not offered for the king- 
dom of England ; the royal dignity of this 
prince, though fubordinate to his Other's, 
being not of a feudal nature ; but it was on ac- 
count of the territories in France given to him 
by his fether, whofe fupcriority in tbofe ftefe 
he WGiild thus have acknowledged ; as his bro- 
thers had done in thdrs ; concerning which I 
(hall have occaiion to fpeak more particularly 
hereafter. 

Neither Louis nor the tfarls of Fianders 
and Boulogne are named in this conventioiiy 
becaufe, having taken arms as auxiliaries to 
Hem'y's fons in the war, they had nothing to 
fettle with him, except what related to the 
compads with thofe princes, which this con- 
vention annulled ; and becaufe he defired that 
the favours, conferred thereby on his fons, 
jind the pardon granted to his rebellious fub- 
jefts, fliould ^at appear to have been gained 
through any imtorvcoition of foreign powers, 
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km fhould be received as efifefts of his own BOOK IV. 

The lands and caftles, which the earl of 
Flanders had taken in Normandy, and held, 
not for himfelf, but fi3r his confederate, the 
young king of England, were among the re- 
stitutions here agi^d to be made. On the 
other fide^ in purfuance of the above recited 
convention, no fewer than nine hundred and 
^Ktj^niDe captive knights were freed by Henry 
without ranfom : nor of thofe prifoners who 
-were excluded from the benefit of that treaty 
iwas any one put to death, or condemned to 
iuStr in his limbs, his liberty, or his fortune : 
an infiance of mercy to which no parallel can 
be found in the whole hiftory of mankind ! 

The queftion is, whether it did not er- 
.tend too far? becaufe^ though the youth of 
die three offending princes excufed their guilt, 
and natural aSe&ion pleaded for them in the 
heart of their &ther, yet thofe by whofe coun- 
fels they were inftigated to fuch an atrocious 
rebellion might weU have been thought proper 
vidims to the juflke of the crown, for the 
iafety of the king, and tranquillity of the 
kingdom. Bnt Hvni>y cgtifidered, that if he 
puntibed thefe trdhors i with the rigour due 
to their crime,' all his moft faithful fub- 
jed$, who had'&Tvedhim befk in this war, 
would be expofed, ^t his? ideath, to the ven- 
geance of his fucceflbr, and of his two 'younger 
fons, in their refpeftiVe dominions^ Even 
during his life many accidents might ptit it ip 
the power of thofe princes, if provoked by 

fcverities 
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BOOK IV. fcvcritics againft their adherents^ to revenge 
A.D. U74, themfelves in this manner* He therefore gc* 
neronfly preferred the future fecurity of his 
friends to the many reafons of policy which 
might otherwife have oppofed fo unlimited a 
pardon^ and to his own juft re-^fentments. 
When this refolution was taken^ which ne- 
ceflarily obliged him to fpare the moft guilty, 
he could not equitably proceed with more fe* 
verity againft thole who leCs deferved his dif-* 
pleafure. 

As for Queen Eleanor, it appears, that lie 
did not fuifer her name to be mentioned m 
this treaty ; but kept her in prifon at his own 
difcretion. Yet, provoked as he was, he felt 
that (he alfb had received fome provoca- 
tions from his infidelity to her bed, and would 
not call her to a ftrid account of her conduct, 
nor fubjef): her (as it was in his power to do, 
and as a prince of lefs humanity, thus o&nded, 
would have done) to the rigour of the laws 
againft high treafon. 

In his proceedings with the captive king of 
Scotland the fame fpirit oi lenity direded his 
counfels, but not without that regard to the 
interefts of hb kingdom, which policy feecbed 
to demand, and juftice certainly authorifed, 
•as things then ftood. The moft natural and 
«moft reafohable objed of ambition for a great 
king of England muft have been the fumec- 
ting to the (overeignty of his crown the ^ole 
iiland of Britain. A fair opportunity now 
prefi:ntcd itfdlf to obtain that advantage with 
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the confent of the Scx)ts, by making it the BOOK iv. 
price of the liberty of their fovereign, who^p/^^^ 
"Was abandoned by all his confederates and 
allies 5 who, as a vaflal to Henry for fomc 
territories held by fealty and homage, was 
gmlty of high treafon ; whofe life was in the 
power of that offended monarch, and whofe 
kingdom was in great and imminent danger 
of being deftroyed by his fuperior forces, with 
the concurrence of its own rebellious fubjefts, 
the favage Galwegians. For thefe barbarians, 
who had done fo much mifchief in England 
-under the orders of William, before his mif- Bcnedia. 
fortune, had now revolted againft him, had^^b^^^,, 
-expelled all his officers out of their country, * * ' " 
had taken and defbroyed all his cafUes and 
dfortrefles there, and put the garrifbns to the 
fword, Scotland itfelf was a fcene o£ anarchy Ncubrigenfii, 
-and of blood ; the Scotch army, in returning ^* "• ^' ^^ 
out of Northumberland, having maflacred all 
the Englifh who ferved among them or dwelled 
-within their borders. Of thefe the number 
was great ; for we are told by a good con- 
temporary hiftorian, that the towns and burghs Ibidcnu 
:of the Lowlands were chiefly inhabited by 
men of that nation, whom the kings of Scot- 
land had drawn thither and fettled therein, 
under their fpecial protection. A national 
hatred againft them, which the royal autho- 
rity had reflrained, being now freed from that 
.curb, broke forth with fuch fury, that none 
.cfcaped from it, excejA thofe who had the 
fortune to get into foxpe caftle, or fbrtifc- 
cd city, belonging to the crown. In this 
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BOO K iv> diftraftcd condition the fcingidom appeared in- 
^D^,-. capable of defence, if Hemy fluould attack il;^ 
after all his other enemies were entirely fob^ 
dued. To redeeoi therefore themfelves and 
the whole ftate from ruin, as well as their fo- 
vereign from captivity, the Scotch nobles and 
prelates were willing to give up the ancient in* 
dependence of the crown of Scotland, and fob^ 
jeft it to that of England,, whidi IJeary re- 
Diceto, col. quired, as the fole condition 4)fc peace* . Many 
^^ of thefe were admitted Co \fonfer with their 

king in the caftle of Falaife, to which he had 
been removed from that of Caen ; and a great 
council of them aflemblcd, on the eighth of 
December, at Valogne in the Cotentin, a pro- 
vince of Normandy, where they advifed him 
to conclude a fipal agreement with Henry on 
the terms before fettled betv(reen him and that 
prince. This was executed in a fubfcquent meet- 
Rymcr'8 Foe-j^g of both, kings, at the caftle of Falaife, as 
See aifo the appears by a written declaration made there. 
Appendix to which notifies that liege homage, without any re^- 
* • ferve or exception, had been done to Henry, king 
of England, by William, king of Scotland, yo>* 
that kingdom, and for all his other dominions ; 
William having, at the fame time, fworn fealty 
to Henry, as to his liege lord, in l^ke manner as 
otiber vafTals ufe to do to their prince ; and that 
homage had alfo been done and fealty fworn 
by William to the young king of England, 
iaving the fealty due to the king his father. 
It wfls further agreed, that all the bKhops, 
abbots, and others of the clergy, in the terri- 
tories 
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tones of the king of Scodand, from whom BOOK nr. 
Henry ihouM defire to receive liege homage, AilDTnul' 
fiiould do it to him in fiich manner as it was 
ufually doiie by other bifhops to their prince, 
and likewiie to the king his fon^ and the heirs 
of both. Moreover! the king of Scotland, and 
David, bis. brother, and the earls and barons 
of Scotland, and other viaflals of that king, 
granted to Henry, their lotd^ that the church 
<^ Scotland fliould thenceforwards pay that 
obedience to the church of England, which 
was due to it, and had been ufually paid in 
the times of Ijis royal predeceflbrs : to which 
conceffions fpme Scotch prelates, who were 
then prefent, agreed, and the abfent clergy of 
that nation were bound to agree, in virtue 
of this convention. Liege homage was to be 
done and fealty fworn to Henry, without re- 
ferve or exception, by all the earls and barons 
of the territories of tlic king of Scotland, from 
whom Henry (hould d«fire it, in the fame 
manner as by his other vaflals ; and alio to his 
fon, the young king, and to the heirs of that 
prince, faving the fealty due to his father. 
The heirs of the king of Scotland, and the 
heirs of his earls, barons, and tenants in chief, 
were likewife obliged to render liege homage 
to the heirs of the king of England. Fugw 
tives from England for felony were not to be 
harboured in Scotland, but to be delivered up 
to the king's officers of juftice, Unlefs they 
would return to take their trial in his cdurt : 
but fugitives from Scotland for the like offence 
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BOOK IV. might be tried in the court of either king, arid 
^Jjl^Y^IT^refuling to ftand to die judgement of either 
were to be delivered back to the officers of the 
king of Scotland. The vallkls of each idng 
were, to enjoy the lands which they held, or 
claimed to hold^ under the other. As a fe*^ 
curity for the entire performance of all thefe 
articles, it was agreed that the caftles of Ber« 
wick, Roxburgh, Jedburgh, Edinburgh, and 
Sterling, Ihould be delivered to Henry by the 
king of Scotland, and this prince was to bear 
the charge of their cuflody, as rated by Henry. 
He alfo gave to that kin^ his brodier David, 
as a ho&ge for the delivery of die caftles, 
and twenty more of the chief nobility of bis 
realm, among whom were his conftaUe, his 
chancellor, and four earls; but Henry per-^ 
mitted them all, except the king's brother, to 
fubftitute their fbns, or next heirs, inftead of 
their own perfons, as hoftages to him; and 
when the caftles ftiould be put into his hands 
thefe were to be freed, togemer with the king 
and his brother. Security was given to Henry 
by the king and his barons there prefent, that 
they would do all in their power to procure 
from thofe who were abfent the fame acknow- 
ledgements of his fovercignty as be had re- 
ceived from themfelves. It was alfo ftipulated 
that hoftages ihould be delivered to him by 
thofe of the abfent vaflals of William, from 
whom fie fliould chufe to demand them* And 
the bi(hops, earls, barons, and other vaftals of 
William, engaged themfelves to Henry, and to 
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the young king his fon, that, if William, book JV. 
upon any pretence whatioever, fliould recede! n "JU^^ 
from this convention and from his fealty to '^ 

thofe princes, they would ftand by Henry^ 
as their liege lord, agsanft him and againft all 
the enemies of that . king ; and the bifhops 
would put the territories of William under 
an interdid till he fhould return to his fealty. 
Among the witnefles to this declaration were 
the two princes Richard and Geoffry Plan- 
tagenet. 

The feudal fubjeftion of Scotland to the 
crown of England being thus fettled and fe- 
cured, the whole attention of Henry was em* 
ployed for Ibme time on his affairs in France. 
The demolition of the cafiles built or forti- Benedld. 
fied by the rebels in his territories there was Abbas, 
his firft objeft, being of no fmall importance ^gl ^^ 
to the future obedience and tranquillity of thofeann. 1175. 
countries* In Anjou he himfelf fupervifed the 
execurion of this, part of the agreement he 
had made with his fons ;^ut in Poitou and 
Bretagne he committed it to Richard and Geof* 
fry Plantagenet, that he might appear to con- 
fide in their return to their duty, and that he 
might make them his minifters in reducing 
the power of the lords of thofe caftles, by 
whom they had been aided in their revolt 
againft him* At the fame time, he took care, 
that his own fortrefles in thofe parts ihould 
be put into a better ftate of defence, and 
. ftrongly garrifoned with fuch men as he could 
truft. On the feaft of St. Matthew, in the 
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BOOK IV. year eleven hundred and fevcnty-fire, he and 
iLD^iiti* ^ cldtA fon had an amicable conference with 
the king of France at Gifbrs, where, intsend- 
ingfoon aftdrwards to return into England, 
Ibe j took leave of that prince ; but, Henry 
Bencdift. finding it neccfl&rjr to go nrft into Anjou, his 
iif ^foma. ^^ ^^ ^^^ *^ Rouen, tdiere feveral meflcn* 
gers came to him from Loub, exhorting him 
not to venture to go into Eng^nd witib the 
king, his father, who, as fbon as he flmuld 
have him in his power there, would confine 
V, Diccto him in a prifon. This fufpidon was grounded 
J^]*^^^- on fome things he had done offenfive to his 
Benedict father fince the reconciliation, and on diat mo^ 
^bas, ut fu- nsroh's icfufiil to accept his homage, as wcU 
^* as that of his brothers. So much was he ter- 

rified by thefe repeated advices, tJbat, when 
fais father returned firom Anjou into Nor- 
mandy, and fent orders to hun to come to 
Caen, from whence they were to go and take 
ihipping at Barfleur for thek voyage to Eng* 
land, he refufed t^i^y. 

Henry, informed of the reafons which fw>- 
duced this rehi6lance, alTured him, by manj 
gracious mefiages to him, that he had nothmg 
to fear. Thus encouraged, and defiring, by 
extraordinary afts of humiliation, to con- 
Dfcrto, ut vince his father of the truth of hfe rcpen-* 
*^P^ tance, he went to him at the caftle of Bure 

near Caen, and throwing himfelf at his 
feet, in the pretence of many nobles of Nor- 
mandy and of England, with a great efiii- 
Jion of tears, implored his forgivenefs cf aU 

he 
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he had done to offend him, before the Waf, BOOK iv. 
in the war, or after the warv gnd moft earneft- ATDTiTycl' 
ly begged, that, as his father and lord, he 
would receii^e from him homage and an oath 
of allegiance ; adding, that till he permitted 
him,, as he had done his two brothers, at their 
humble requeft, to give him thefe pledges of 
future loyalty, he ihonld never believe his 
indignation againft him entirely removed. 

Henry, touched with this mark of his filial 
piety and contrition, aflTented to his defire; 
and thereupon he did homage, and not only 
todc the oath of allegiance, but fwore, that 
-he would be guided, in the whole ordering 
of his houfehold and all his other affiurs, by 
the counfels of his father, and as long as be 
Jived would do no barm to tbofe vaffalsy wbo bad 
ferved his father in tbis war^ on account of 
that fervfcey but would honour and promote 
tbem^ - as men who bad been faithful^ both to 
that king and to him* For the performance 
of thefe fpontaneous promifes, the Ardibifhop 
of Rouen, William de IVfondeville earl of Ef- 
fex, and other barons there prefent, took on 
tliemfelves to be furcties ; and he propofed to 
add to them the king of France, the earl of 
Flanders, the earls of Champagne and of 
Blois, his brothers, Richard and GeoffJry, the 
archbifliops of Canterbury and York, and all 
tlie other fpiritual and temporal lords on both 
iides of the channel, under this condition, that, 
in cafe of his violating the above-mentioned 
engagements, they ihould imanimoufly Hand 
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BOOKiV.by his&ther agamft him, and give him nb 
^^j) "jjy- aid, nor advice^ except to exhort him to re- 
turn to his £ither. 

From all this it appears^ that much diftruft 
had attended their former reconciliation, par- 
ticularly with relation to that great point, 
which Henry had moft at heart, the fecurity 
of his friends from the vengeance of his ion 
when he himfelf (hould be no more : but, all 
jealoufy being now removed on both fides, he 
fent him to Louis, in order to fatisfy that king, 
his father-in-law, that he would be in no 
danger by going to England, and that con- 
fidence would henceforth be perfeftly re*efta- 
bliflied between the Englifh and French 
courts. 

On his return from this vifit, he and his 
fiither celebrated, in happy concord, together, 
EjoetccoL thefeftivalof Eaftcr, at Cherbourg, and after- 
Benedia. wards went to Caen, where the earl of Flan- 
Abbas. iJcrs defired an interview with them. 

This prince, whofe mind was agitated with 
a tormenting remorfe, on account of the war 
he had made againfi Henry, in order to ex- 
piate that crime, and atone for the blood of 
many of his own fub]e6b unjuftly fpilt in his 
quarre)>. had taken the crofs on Good Friday, 
and propofed to fet out, at the b^inning of 
fummer, oh his journey to the Iwly Land, 
accompanied by his brother, whdTe wound was 
now healed, and by many of hb fiibjeda; but he 
thought it neceflary firu: to wait upon Henry, 
and renew with him that league of fiiendfliip 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF KiNd HENRY n. 847 

«id alliance, which his confcience reproached ^OOK iv» 
him for having perfidioufly and ungratefully a.d. uyc/ 
broken. In this meeting he gave up to Henry Hoveden, 
the charter, containing a grant ot the royal ^^"^^^ 
cai^lc of Dover and the earldom of Kent, prL " ^* 
xnoft imprudently made to him by the young 
king of England, and releafed that prince ftonx 
his oath to fulfil this engagement : in return 
for which the two kings confirmed to him the 
iubfidy, they had formerly granted by the trea* 
ty of the year eleven hundred and fikty-feven. 
This being done, they went from Caen to 
Barfleur, and embarking there failed to Portt- 
mouth, where, to the infinite joy of all their 
good fubjefts, they landed together upon the 
ninth of May, in the year eleven hundred and IKceto, cvl^ 
leventy-five, and, for fome time afterwards, ^^i* 
dined together, every day, at the fame tahle^ 
and lay, every night, in the fame bed. 

On the eighteenth of May the archtuihop 
of Canterbury convened, with their confent, Gervsrfe. 
a fynod of the prelates and clergy of his pro- ^bto^ 
vince, which made feveral canons ; the moft 
important of which I fliall menticm hereafter, 
in treating particularly of ecclefiaftical matters* 
They were confirmed in a parliament aflem« 
bled at Weftminfter on the tvjrenticth of May, Diccto, oot 
to which was read, in the prefence of the royal f 86. 
father and fon, a notification of what had paf- ^J!^ Ap^jj^ 
fed at Bure between thofe two princes, which to this ^k, 
had been fent into England by a letter from 
Henry prefently after that meeting ; and, 6n 
the fame day, all the fpiritual and temporal 
Q 1 barons 



Digitized by 



Google 



228 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. barons became fureties for his fon, that he 
^TJTTiTs- ^^^^ perform all the promifes made at tha 
time : fo careful was Henry to bind tbofe co- 
venants on this prince as firmly as he conld, 
and fo defirous to publifh atid authenticate a 
tranfaftion, every article of which he thought 
of great moment to the peace of the realm ! 

From London the two kings went to Can* 
"terbury on a pilgrimage to Becket's tomb. 
The coincidence of the king of Scotland's cap- 
tivity with the time when penance had been 
publickly done^ in that place, by Henry the 
elder, had exceedingly raifed the credit of this 
hew faint, to whole powerful interceffion that 
unhoped-for event was generally afcribed. The 
monks faid, that the Jriendjhip between thefa^ 
vourite and the monarch was renewed^ and that 
Becket was become the tutelary faint of bis 

^^^^ penitent majier. Henry deemed it expedient 
to countenance this opinion; and therefore 
chofe to return his thanks to God, for the 
happy end of the war, at the fepulchre of 
'that prelate ; which having performed, he re- 
turned to the affairs of his kindom. 

Bcncdia. During the courfe of this year many caftlcs 

belonging to the rebel barons in England were 
k veiled to the ground or difmantled; and 
the tower of Briftol, from which, during the 
late xrivil war, the earl of Glocefter had ex- 
pelled a garrifon of the king, to put it into « 
the cuftody of his own vaflkls, was reftored to 
the crown by that lord, who thus flopped 

the 
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the proceedings commenced againft him by ^^^^ ^; 
Henry, to recover the right which he, it feems, a. d, 1175. 
had difputed. 

Thus ended this rebellion, the firft and la^ 
ever raifed in the kingdom of England with-^ 
out fome difpute on the title of the king to 
the crown, or fome difference of religion, or 
the pretence of fome grievance injurious to par- 
ticulars or hurtful to the publick. Yet, ill 
founded as it was, it fhook the throne ! But 
Divine Providence fo affiftcd the rightful caufe 
of the king, that his enemies fell before him 
almoft without human means, and their malic? 
only ferved to make his virtues more confpi- 
cuous, and his power more extenfive. The 
worft effcft of the war was the emptying of his 
coffers; and, there being no confifcations to re- 
pair this Ipfs, he took a method of doing it, con*- 
liftent indeed with the amnefty he had granted, 
but not, I think, with his honour^ Great de- 
ftruftion had been .made of the game in his 
forefts, duripg the late troubles ; not only the 
rebels, but all who bordered thereupon, having 
hunted therein, without reftraint. For this 
offence he now called almoft all the nobility, Benedia. 
and many ,of all the inferior orders of men, t.i.^p. 112. 
to a ftrift account in his court. They pleaded 
a general liberty granted, in the diforder of 
thofe times, by the regent of the kingdom, 
to hunt in the king's forefts. Such an indul- 
gence much exceeded the favour which Henry 
bad really done to bis people, by having, fr6m 
Q 3 ^bc 
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BOOK yy> ttie firft beginning of his reign, fo relaxed the 
^^"Srfj^fe verity of the foreft laws, that no offences 
againft them were punifhed, as before, by lofe 
of life or of members, but only by amerce- 
ments. It was enough to adhere to that hu^ 
mane mitigation, witli fome abatemeht of the 
mulfts : nor could it eafily be fuppofed that 
his fondnefs for hunting, which was one of his 
ftrongcft paffions, would permit him to da 
Bcnedia more. Neverthelcfs fome contemporary wri- 
ut fupra. *^^s affirm, that Richard de Lucy, the regent, 
Jlovcdcn. for his own juftification, and in defence of all 
thofe to whom he had given fo extraordinary 
a licence, produced to Henry an order, fent 
to him by that monarch during the rebellion^ 
which commanded him to throw open all the 
forefts in England, and fuffer the deer to be 
taken. They add too, that he was ordered 
to deftroy the royal fifh^ponds, and give the 
people the fi(h. It is more credible, that he 
thought, it was prudent to wink at the viola* 
tion of the laws for preferving die king's game^ 
while the fafcty of the realm itfclf was at 
ftake ; and that in thofe circumftances Henry 
had approved of his conduft : but fuch a con- 
ruvance laid no reftraint on that prince from 
profecuting thofe who had trefpafled in this 
manner^ at any other time, if he Ihoukl in* 
cline fo to do. Yet he would have aded naore 
fuitably to the generofity and magnanimity of 
his former proceedings, if, forbidding the coa« 
jtinuance of this liccntiou&efs for the fbture^ 
be' bad for^ven tbepaft; and not diilurbed, 

by 
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by the general vexation and terror of thefe^^^K^iv, 
unexpeded profecutlons, the tranquillity of his^^D/^^-; 
kingdom, which in greater matters he had done 
ib much to efiabliih. He did not, indeed, 
violate his aft of grace to the rebels by bring- 
ing againft them this charge, becaufe it did 
not relate to the treafons there pardoned, and 
becaufe be proceeded with equal feverity againft 
many loyal fubjefts, accufed of the fame of- 
fence. But thdu^, whofe fidelity had entitled 
them to all the favour oi the crown, thought 
their fervices ill requited, when they found them- 
idves thus confounded, as delinquents againft 
it, with the moft notorious traitors i and much 
of the gratitude, which the clemency fhewn 
to the latter would have naturally produced, 
was lofl by their fuflfering difquiet ami damage 
for lighter mifdemeanors. The method of pro- 
ceeding was alfb extremely odious, if we may 
believe an hiiioriao of.confiderable authority l^»ccto» 
who lived in thofe times ; it being carried on 
(as he fays) by a general inquifitioa made upon 
oath, before the king or hisjuftices, and Aear-^ 
fay evidence being taKen. Even making fpme 
allowances for exaggerated^ reports, it muft 
fkill appear an ill-judged, impolitick a£t ; and, 
fuppofing it d<Hie notwithflandmg a permiffion 
accorded by Henry, it would deferve a worfe 
cenfure; as there can be nothing more dif- 
bcmourable to the charader of a king than 
laying fhares £3r his fubjeds, to extort money 
from them, and turning the laws into engines 
of oppreffion*. Heory was not without fear of 
, . Q 4 foine 
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BOOK lV» fomc danger to his perfon from the rcfent* 
a.d/h75. rnent it caufed, or from other grounds of fuf- 
picion, not fo publickly known : for^ in a 
council which he held, about Midfummer, at 
Bcnedia. Woodftock, he iffued a proclamation forbid- 
^^^ ding all who had joined in the rebellion againft 
him to come to his court or great amncil, 
unlefs partic^ularly fummoned^ and likewife 
ordered, that none fliould ^3y in his court 
after funfet, or come into it before funrifing, 
or go armed with bows and arrows, or (harp- 
pointed knives, in any part of the realm on 
ihe Englifli fide of the Severn. But thefe or- 
dinances did not long remain in force. 

While the king was at Woodftock, four 
knights, accufed of having murdered one of his 
fbrefters, and fome accomplices in their crime, 
were brought prifonere to him, and foon after- 
wards were condemned and hanged at Litch- 
fidd. One may prefume, that the caufe of 
their committing this outrage was the forefter*s 
oppofition to that liberty of hunting in tb^ 
king's woods, fo generally taken for fome time 
paft. 
Benedia, On the twenty- ninth da7 of June the king 

B^m^ ton ^^^ Henry his fon held at Glocefter a great 
council, for the fettling of the peace of South 
Wales ^nd the borders, 
WeUhChron. The commotipns occafioned by taking fron 
Jorwerth Caerleon upon Ulke, artd by one of 
his fons having been killed by: the Englifh in 
the manner before related, had been eflfeclually 
<lopt, in the year ek ven hModred and la^*enty^ 

two. 
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two^ by the commiffion of chief jufticc over allBOOKlv. 
South Wales, which Rhees ap Gryffyth had^j)/,,^-/ 
then received from Hcnry^ and which he exer- 
cifed with great prudence and with a laudable 
fidelity towards that prince. Birt, when he 
was drawn away, in the year eleven hundred 
and feventy-four, to ferve in England againft 
the carl of Derby, Caerleon updn Ulke, which 
the Euglifli had rebuilt, was retaken by Jor- 
werth ; and the caftle, which for want of bat- 
tering engines he could not take, was alfo 
yielded to him, in exchange for the prLTon^r^ 
he had made in the town. Yet, the next year, 
they were both recovered by the Engliflx ; and 
Rhees ap Gryffyth, returning into Wales from 
the ficge of Tutbury caftle, perfuaded Jor- 
werth and all the chief men of his family to 
go with him to Glocefier, and make their fub- 
mifiBons to Henry, in confidence of a pardon 
for all former offences, to be obtained of that 
king through his mediation. This could not 
be refufed to an intercefibr wbofe conduft, 
both in Wales and in England, had been fo 
meritorious ; nor could Henry himfelf think, 
that the lefentment which Jorwerth and his 
family had Ihewn for the death of his fon, all 
circumftances confidered, was without fomc; 
foundation. He there^sre pardoned them alU 
and, to render bis grace more compleat, re- 
ftored to Jorwerth Caerleon, receiving homage 
firom^bim, and from the other Welih lords who 
accompanied him to this council, fcmie of whom 
were near kinfmen, cither, in blood or by niar- 

riage, 
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BOOK iv-riage, to Rbces ap Gryffyth. What caufc 

^^^^^^^J^'^^J^ ihttt was, after thefe had thus renewed their 

allegiance to the crown of England, for " any 

apprehenfion of new diforders in Wales, the 

hiftories of thofe times do not explain : but 

Henry deemed it a prudent, if not a neceffary 

B(^ia, caution, to confederate together all his vaflals 

Bfompton. prefent there, both Englim and Welfli, in an 

extraordinary manner, by making them fweai:^ 

that if any one of them ihould be attacked by 

any other potentate in Wales, all the reft 

would unite in his defence. 

Part of the month of July was fpent by the 
king at Nottingham, in impleading a gr^t 
number c^ the inhabitants of that county and 
the circumjacent parts, for having hunted his 
deer; and from th^ce he went to York, where^ 
on the tenth day c^ Auguft, he was attended 
by the king of Scotland, who brought thither 
with him all the bifliops, earls, barons, knights, 
and freeholders of hb realm, from the greateft 
to the leaft, in order to then: doing, together 
with himfelf, and earl David, his brother, lii^ 
homage to Henry, according to the articles of 
the treaty of peace conclud^ at Falaife. The 
caftles demanded, as (ecurities for the full exe-* 
cution thereof, haA been delivered to perfons 
appointed by Henry to take* the cufiody of 
them, before this time ; and thereupon . the 
Scotch king, with all the hoftages he had 
given, among whom was his brother Davids 
we prefumptive heir of his kingdom, had beea 
fet free. In this aflembly at York the, con^ 

vention 
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vention of Falaife was piAlkkly read and con- BOOKiv; 
firmed ; the fcals of the king of Scotland and a^d/h^c. 
6{ the prince before-named being fet to It, in 
prefence of the eftates of both kingdoms; and 
the feudal adls there required, with all the fur- 
ther fecurities of oaths aiid pledges mentioned in 
it, being compleatly |>erformed. Thefc confii* 
tuted as valid and binding a furrender of the 
Sovereignty of Scotland and all its members to 
England, as poflibly could be made : and thus 
Henry became thejirjl king of all Britain ; the 
princes of Wales haviog been fubje^ed before, 
by liege homage and tealty, to the dominion 
of his imperial crown ; and the Scots, who 
had never yet fubmitted their monarchy to 
that, or any other power, confenting now to 
acknowledge the king of England and his heirs 
to all perpetuity their fovereigns and liege 
lords. But what Henry had acquired, with 
great glory to himfelf, and great advantage 
to his people, his immediate fucceflbr imad-* 
vifedly and impolitickly gave up : fincc which 
time the feparation of Scotland from England, 
and the independence of the former (except 
for a (hprt interval under Edward the firil) 
did much harm to the latter, and kept both 
countries in almoft continual wars, till the 
happy union of the kingdoms in the fixth 
year of Queen Ann made the Scots and £ng« 
ufh cme nation* and efiabliflied the Britiih em- 

J>ire on much firmer foundations than any 
eudal connexion could have given to it, or 
any force in the Engliih crown, while the 
3 xealms 
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BOOK. iv« realms were divided, could have been able to 
irS:^ maintain. 

Benedict. At the conclufion of tbcle proceedings at 

Abbas. York, the king of Scotland obtained permif- 
fion from Henry to employ his arms in reduc- 
ing the rebellious Gallowegians to their former 
obedience. Gilbert and U<Stred, fons of Fergus^ 
who defcended from the ancient princes of 
tliat nation, had, on the death of their father, 
divided between them the inheritance of the 
country, and, as vaffals to Scotland, had ferved 
under the orders of William the Lion in the 
late war againft Henry : but, when William 
Hoveden, ad ^^35 ^ captive, they fent to Henry in France. 
|nn. 1174. fiippiioations and prefents, imploring him to 
receive them under his dominion, and proteft 
them, as his fubjefts, againft the Scot?. The 
younger of them, Uclred, was Henry's kinf- 
man by his mother ; and the propofal they 
made feemed highly advantageous to the in- 
^"^^^- . terefts of that king. He therefore commif- 
p- 9^>*93- ' fi^^c^ ^^^ chaplain, Roger de Hoveden, who 
afterwards wrote the hillory of his reign, and 
another ecclefiaftick, to treat with thefe princes. 
But, before they fet out, the elder brother, 
impatient of a partner in his power, *had, by 
the help of his fon, iniprifoned the younger, 
Ncubrigcnlis, and cruelly put him to death. A civil war 
' "* had enfued ; the murdered chieftain having left 

a fon, who fought bravely to revenge his fa- 
ther's blood, and to guard for himfeTf the in- 
heritance which he ciaiiijed. Neverthelefs, at 
the time when the Englifli ^avpys arrived, 
5 they. 
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they found Gilbert in poffefEon of the whole BOOK IV. 
province of Galloway, the fovcfeignty of^TDTiTTT^ 
which, to obtain the king of England's pro-Benedia. 
teftion, he and his people unanimoufly of- ^^^^ ^^ 
fered to that monarch, with a yearly tribute 
of two thoufand marks of filver, of five hun- 
dred cows, and an equal number of fwine. 
But Henry, being informed of the murder of 
his kinfman, and knowing too, that, in driving 
out the Scots, the Gallowegians had maflacred Neubrigenfis, 
many Englifh and Normans whom they found ^ "• 
in their country, refufed to take thefe barba- 
rians under his proteftion, or make any treaty 
with them. This conduft does him honour; 
and it was generous in him to permit the 
king of Scotland to recover this province, 
though he was not bound to do fo by the 
treaty of Falaife, and though Galloway had 
been anciently under the dominion of the 
Northumbrian kings, whofe rights defcended 
to him, if claims fo remote can be confi- 
dered as rights. Indeed the Scots had no rej\- 
fon, through the whole courfe of this affair, 
to complain of his making an immoderate or 
vindiftive ufe of his fortune. It is therefore 
no refleftion (as fome.have fuppofed) on the 
magnanimity of the nation, that they gave 
up, at this time, the independence of their 
ftate, to lave it from devaftation, from cori- 
queft, from deftrufiion. The fpirit they af^ 
terwards fhewed againft Edward the Firft, 
who fraudulently and violently, in breach of 
the truft repofed in him,. and without being 

provoked 



Digitized by 



Google 



15* HISTORY Of THE LIFE 

BOOK IV* provoked by bofiilities on their part, ufurped 
'^D^^jy^/thc fovereignty over their kingdom, fufficiently 
proves that in thus fubmitting to Henry they 
confidered the injuftice of the war they had 
made, the barbarity with which they had car- 
ried it on, the guilt of the rebellion they had 
abetted, and therefi>re yielded, without any 
fuch violent effertsf as arife from a iharp and 
indignant fenfe of ill u^^^ to the compen* 
fation required for the oftences committed by 
their king and by them, againft the realm, 
and againft the perfon, ci mis prince. 
Benedia. About Michaelmas, in the year eleven hun- 

^^» 22 ^^^ ^^^ feventy-fivc, arrived in England three 
* ** ^ * embai&dors from Roderick O Conor, king of 
Ccmaught, namely, his chancellor, and the 
archbimop of Tuam, and the abbot of St. 
Brandon. But, before I relate the occafitm of 
their coming, it will be necefTary to give an 
account of events which had happened in Ire- 
land from the time when Henry left it till the 
period above-mentioned. 

It is probable that the taking th? admini- 
firation of Eaft Meath from O Ruark, prince 
of Breffny, and giving the province entire to 
Hugh de Lacy (in whatever manner it was 
done) produced great refentment in the heart 
of O Ruark, which burned there undifcovered 
fo long as King Henry continued in Ireland* 
but, foon after the departure of that monarch 
from thence* began fo far to break forth, as to 
' cauie appreheniions that the peace of the king- 

dom might thereby be difturbed : to prevej^ 

whicl^ 
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which, through the miediation of fonje friends ^OPK ly. 
on each fide, a conference was appo'mted hc-^TET^-V 
tween him and Lacy, lord lieutenant of Ire- Hibcrn. Ex- 
land. Oaths an^d fureties having been reci- P^g^*^- ^' ^ 
procally given, they met on a hill not far^' 
diiiant from Dublin, accompanied on each fide 
by a imall and. equal number of their friends 
and attendants. It was agreed that the Englifli 
(hould oi^ly be armed with their Iwords, and 
the Irifli with their axes. The two chiefs 
conferred together apart from the reft, affifted 
by one unarmed interpreter. But a knight, 
named Gryffyth, who was nephew to Maurice 
Fitzgerald gnd one of Lacy's band, having 
conceived a fiiipicion of fonje treachery intended 
by O Ruark, exprefled his fear to his uncle, 
and with the coflijint of their chiejf drew off 
feven knights, who were all his own relations, 
to another part of the hill, where they im- 
mediately took their horfes and arms, brought 
thither by his orders^ and began to tilt with 
each other, wheeling conftantly round the place 
of conference, fo as to be within call if any 
tumult Ihould happen. After fome time had 
been fpeiit in angry difputes between Lacy and 
O Ruark, the latter, pretending a neceffity to 
withdraw a little while out of fight, gave a fig- 
nal to fome bands of Irifli foot-foldiers, whom 
he had concealed in a valley, that they fliould - 
come to him, and then returned towards Lacy. 
But Fitzgerald, who watchfully obferved all his 
motions, feeing him advance with large ftrides, 
>vith a pale vifage, and with his axe lifted up^ in- 
VoL. V, 98 flantl^ 
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BOOK iv.'ftantly drew his own fword, and, admoni(hing 
^^^TDTuTs.^^^y ^^ ^ careful of himfclf, loudly called upon 
Gryflfyth to haften to his fuccour. But, be- 
fore Lacy had time to draw his fword, O Ruark 
aimed a blow at his bare head, which cut off 
the arm of the interpreter, who interpofed to 
ward it off. Lacy retiring fell twice ; but was 
protefted and faved by the valour of Fitz- 
gerald, who oppofed his fword to the axe of 
the treacherous Irifh chief. At the fame in- 
ftant, the bands which O Ruark had called to 
him, and the horfemen led* by Gryflfyth, ar- 
rived on the fpot where this encounter was 
pafling. The Irifli prince, who forefaw that 
his infantry would not ftand the fhock of this 
cavalry armed with lances and ftrong (hields, 
endeavoured to efcape on a horfe, which three 
of his nobles brought to him ; but, juft is he 
f was mounting, he and his horfe were pierced 
through, by one violent pufli of Gryffyth's 
lance, and fell dead together. The three no- 
* bles were flain, and a great (laughter was made 
of all the Irifli foot, in the open fields, over 
which they fled difperft. After the aftion the 
head of O Ruark was cut off, and fet up on 
the great gate of the caftle of Dublin ; and his 
body was hung, with the feet upwards, on the 

Iriih Annali, gallows; a fpeftacle very dreadful and (hock- 
ing to the Irilh, who had never been accuftom- 
ed to fee the rebellions of their princes or 
ch:eftains fo igriominioufly puniflied! 

Hibcm. Kxt Giraldus Cambrenfis, who is often too fond 

nr ^' '' of foperftitious tales, fays, that Gryffyth's fuf- 
? • picion, 
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|)icion was owing to a dream, which he had^^o^ i^''* 
dreamed the night before, and in which he "^ 
had feen a multitude of wild fwine, rufhing 
out of their cover^ with great fury, agaiuft 
Fitzgerald and Lacy ; but before the others 
one boar, of a very enormous fize, from whofe 
tuiks they were faved, and with difficulty 
faved, by the affiftance he gave them. 

What appears from the fads, as they are 
told by Giraldus, is, that certainly Lacy's life 
was prefer ved in the conflift by the precau- 
tions which Gryffyth, diftruftful of the Irifli> 
had prudently taken, that mornings in con- 
cert with Fitzgerald* 

On Henry's return into England out of ^^^^^"- E?* 
Normandy, the head of O Ruark was taken c."|o^^' * ** 
down from the. gate of the caftle of Dublin, 
and lent to him in that kingdom. What he 
did with it there we are not told. But the 
death of this chieftain gave to Lacy, for fom« 
time, a quiet pofleffion of all the great pro- 
vince of Meath, which he held of the king, 
as his immediate vafTai. 

In the year eleven hundred and feventy- A.D. 1173. 
three. Earl Strongbow, to whom Henry had 
confirmed the polfeflion and government of 
Leinfter, on the terms before mentioned, 
made war on ODempfey^ the chieftain of 
Opbally, a diftrift in that province, for re- 
fufing to attend his court, when fummoned. 
In this expedition he was accompanied by Ro- 
bert de Quiney, to whom he had given in 
marriage his daughter by the couiitefs of Pern* 
* Vol. V, R broke, 
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BOO K IV> broke, his tirft wife, and with her, as a por- 
^7d?ii73. tion, ^hc higheft military office he had in his 
gift, that of conftable of Leinfter. They ra- 
vaged the whole country without refiftance: 
but, when they returned, with the booty they 
had gained, towards Kildare, juft after the 
vanguard, under the conduft of Strongbow,. 
had paft through a defile, O Dcmpfcy fell on 
the rear. Robert de Quiney was llain with 
many of his knights> and the banner of Lein* 
Her was taken. The death of the ccMiftable^ 
who was well beloved by the troops, and very 
dear to the earl, did not not affeft him or 
them with more concern, than the difgrace 
which their arms, for the firft time, had fuf- 
fered, and which, it was feared, would ex- 
cite the courage of the Irifli, eafily rendered 
prefumptuous by goodfuccefs, to further afts 
of rebellion. The earl probably would have 
tried, by fome enterprizc better conduftid, to 
repair his honour and revenge his fon in law's 
Lambedi death; but he had no time to do it, being 
^*^*^^* foon afterwards called, by orders from Henry, 
to afiift him in France, againft his enemies 
there, with all the force he could bring. This 
mandate he obeyed, though with evident danger 
to his own great pofleffions in the province 
of Leinfter ; and the king was fo pleafed with 
ibch a proof of fidelity in one t6 whom he 
•had (hewn no extraordinary kindnefs, that he 
gave him the cuftody of the caftle of Gifors, a 
truft of the greateft importance. But, after the 

vidory 
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viftory over the rebels in Bretagne, and other ^^^OK IV 
advantages he had gained in France, before a. p/n 73. 
the end of ahtumn in the year eleven hundred 
and feventy-three, he fent back this lord, 
whofe prefence he then thought more necef- Hibem. Fx- 
fary in Ireland, with fignal marks of his fa- f IJ^^' *• ^ 
vour : for he took from Hugh de Lacy the Lambeth 
. goviernment of that kingdom, and conferred Manuicr, 
it upon him. The cuftody of Dublin, an- 
nexed to the office of viceroy, was alfo com- 
mitted to him : befides which, Henry gave him 
the royal city of Wexford, and a caftle in 
thofe parts. Hugh de Lacy, with a prompt 
and meritorious obedience, retired from Dub- 
lin into Meath ; but Robert Fitzftephen, whom 
Henry had left in that city under Lacy's com- 
mand, was now ordered into Normandy, with 
Maurice de Prendergaft and Robert Fitz -Ber- 
nard. The laft of thefe, as lieutenant in the 
government of Waterford to Humphrey dc 
£ohun, who had gone before into England, 
was commanded to take with him the whole 
garrifon of that place, when he had furren- 
dered the cuftody thereof to Strongbow, who 
was required to fend thither a competent num- 
ber of other troops, according to his difcretion,^ 
The three knights above-mentioned paflcd over 
into England about the beginning of Oftober, 
and found the rebellion thqn raging in that 
kingdom, where, in confequence, I prefume, 
of new ordws from Henry, they joined his 
army commanded by Humphrey de BoKun, 
R 2 and 
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BOOK iv.3jid did him good fervice againft the earl of 
ATor^T^Leicefter. 

Giiakius During the abfence of Strongbow confede- 

Hib^n Ex- ^^^^^s ^^^ '^^^^ formed, among the princes of 
pugnat.' 1. ii. Ireland, to feize the opportunity of the dan- 
^ ^' gerous wars, both inteftine and foreign, which 

difturbed all the other dominions of Henry, 
and (hake off the yoke of his fovereignty over 
them, by expelling all the Englifli out of their 
ifland. But the earl's unlooked-for return, 
with greater power than before, reftrained the 
effefts of thefe defigns for fome time. Never- 
thelefs no fubmiffions WTre made to him by 
O Dempfey, nor did he think it prudent to 
endeavour to reduce that chief to obedience 
till the difturbances in England and France 
were compofed, lett it fliould kindle a general 
war with the Irifli, to fuftain which he had 
not fufficient force. The troops he had were 
ill paid ; the money he had brought with him 
having been quickly fpent, and it being no 
eafy matter, as things were tlien circumftanced, 
to draw any more from the king, or from his 
own lands in England. His foldiers therefore 
growing mutinous, for want of pay and fub- 
iiftence, defired to fupply their neceffities by 
plutlder, and much difpleafed with theinadion 
of Hervey of Mountmaurice, who foon after 
the death of Robert de Quiney had fucceeded 
to the chief command of the army, demanded 
of Strongbow to be put under the conduct of 
Raymond Fitzgerald, whom they loved for 
his liberality, his enterprifing fpirit, and the 
a great 
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great fpoils they had taken when he was at book iv. 
their head, in the wars they had made as auxi- a^^^Tijs^ 
liaries to Dermod. 

The earl, for many good reafons, was very 
unwilling to make an alteration follicited in . 
this manner; but the whole foldiery, with 
one voice, declaring they would leave him 
and pafs over into England, or even defcrt to 
to the Irifli, if he did not comply with their 
demand, he fubmitted to a force he could not 
refill. Raymond led them direftly into the ^.-^arabrenn 
heart of Ophally, and got much plunder there; J j^^?.' hli: 
but, this gain rather irritating than fatisfying c. 2. 
their avarice, they made an expedition inio 
Munfter, took Lifmore, which they facked, 
and pillaged the whole diftrift belonging to that 
town, on what pretence we are not told. Per- 
haps they thought it a fufficient caufe of war, 
that the Irifh there had fome money by means 
of their commerce with the neighbouring Oil- 
men of Waterford and Cork, and a great 
abundance of cattle. The fpoils of the town 
they propofed to fend to Waterford, in fome 
(hips from that city, and other merchant vef- 
fels which they found in the port : but, while 
thefe tranfports, fo laden, were wind-bound 
in the mouth of the river Avonmore, they 
\yere attackt by a fleet of two and thirty 
. Ihips, which the citizens of Cork had fent out 
ito intercept them. TheEnglifti and Welfh 
foldiers, whom Raymond had put aboard to 
guard them, under the conduft of an officer 
named Adaqi de Hereford, defended them with 
R ^ great 
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BOOK lv^ |Treat valour. The chief commander of the 
A.D.Ti/j/^'^^^y's fl^^t was killed; ibmc of their veflels 
were taken, the reft returned to Cork ; and 
the vi<florious party failed to Waterford, as 
foon as the wind would permit. In the mean 
time Raymond, at the head of fourfcore knights 
and men at arms, defeated a tody of Irifli, 
whom Dermod Mac Carthy, prince of Cork 
and of Defmond, had led to Lifmore by land, 
in concert with the Oftmtn; and then pro- 
ceeded, undifturbed by any further oppofiuon, 
along the fea-coaft, to Waterford, with a booty 
of four thoufand cows and (heep> taken by 
bis troops in the territory of Lifmore. Elated 
with this fuccefs, he prefled the carl to give 
him his lifter Bafilea, with whom he was in 
love, and the office of conftable or ftandard* 
bearer of Leinfter, till an infant daughter, left 
by Robert de Quiney, ftiould be married to a 
man by whom the duty of it could be per- 
formed. But, the earl defiring time to con- 
fider on the matter, and (hewing himfelf not 
difpofed to grant either part of this requeft, 
Raymond, full of refentment, took the occaiion 
of his father's death in Wales, which happened 
foon afterwards, to return to that country, 
drawing away with him Meyler, his coufin 
german and friend, who in all thefe Irifh wars, 
but more particularly in fome aftions of the 
enterprife againtt Lifmore, had eminently fig- 
nalifed his valour. After their departure the 
command of Strongbow's forces ih Leinfter 
was again committed to his uncle, Hervey of 

Mount- 
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Mountmaurice ; yet the earl, to prevent any^^^K^ ^V- 
mutiny of the foldiers in an expedition he de- ATlxTr-T^ 
iigned to make againft Cork, chofe to lead them 
himfeif, and marched with them to Cafliel, 
where he halted fome time, in expeftation of 
a body of Englifh and Oftmen from Dublin, 
who were ordered to join his army there. But 
thefe troops, in their march, being lodged at 
Oflbry for one night, and not fearing the ap- 
proach of any enemy in that place, were at- 
tackt at the point of day, as they IJept in their 
quarters, by a ftrong party of Iri(h under 
Donald O Brian prince of Limerick, . and loft 
four hundred Oftmen, with four Englifli 
knights who commanded the cavalry employed 
in this fervice. The earl hereupon retired to 
Waterford, and found himfelf loon confined 
within the walls of that city ; all the country 
being filled with armies of Irifli, who, on 
the news of O Brian's fuccefs at Oflbry, as on 
a fignal given, revolted from the allegiance 
they had fwom to Henry. Roderick O Conor 
himfelf, defiring to regain the fovereignty c^ 
Ireland, which he had unwillingly yielded up, 
faffed the Shannon from Conaught, and with 
a great force invaded Meath. Hugh de Lacy Lambeth 
at this time was gone over to ferve the king, ^^"^'^^r 
his mafter, in England, after having portioned 
cut all the lands of that province among his 
friends end foldiers, to be held under him as 
baronies or knights-fees, except what he re- 
ferved for his own ufe in demefhe. So dan- 
gerous a war now coming upon them in 
R4 the 
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BOOK ly the abfence of their chief, they only endea-r 
^[37^7177 voured to lave the principal places, abandon- 
ing many fmall forts he had caufed to be 
built for the fecurity of the country. Thefe 
the Irifh deftroyed, and ravaged all Meath to 
Hibcrn. the Very confines of Dublin, In fuch cir- 
Liu"c"4.' cumftances Strongbow, feeing no other re- 
fource, difpatched a letter to Raymond, where-^ 
by he entreated him to come to his aid with all 
the forces he could raife, affuring him that 
immediately after his arrival he would give 
him his fifter, Raymond, equally fired by am- 
bition and love, haftened over with Meyler 
and thirty other knights, who were all of his 
own kindred, one hundred men at arms, w6o 
ferved likewife on horfeback, and three hun- 
dred Welfh archers. He and his band ar- 
rived fafe in the port of Waterford, at the 
very inftant when the citizens were rifmg to 
attack the Engllfli in that city. On the fight 
of the fleet coming in before the wind, with 
• the enfigns of England difplayed, their fury 
yielded to their fear : the tumult was appeafed ; 
and Raymond, landing his forces without op- 
pofition, conduced the earl from thence tp 
AVexford by land, and all the troops he had 
with him, except the garrifon placed in Regi- 
nald's tower, and a few Englifli, who, under 
the' protcftion of thefe, chofe to remain in the 
town. But the governor, he left thtre, not 
daring to truft to that defence, foon afterwards 
embarked, with fome of his own houfehold, 
abpard of a fnjall yeffel, then lying in the river 
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and navigated by fome Oftmen, who promifed BOOK IV, 
to carry them by fea to Wexford, Ixit tnut^J^^^^^zt^ 
dered them all as foon as they bad them in 
their power. This was done with the privity 
of many of their countrymen inhabiting Wa* 
terford, to whom returning they inftantly 
maflacred all the Englifh in the houfes or ftreets, 
without diftindion of fex or age. Yet the 
garrifon of the tower* recovered the town, ex* 
pelling, by an agreement with the reft of the 
citizens, thofe who had been diredly concerned 
in thefe murders, and pardoning all the 
others. 

In the mean time Raymond folemnifed his 
nuptials at Wexford, and the next morning 
led his troops to oppofe the depredations which 
the king'of Conaught was making in the ter- 
ritory of Dublin. That prince, at his approach^ 
retired through Meath into his own dominions; 
and none of the other Irilh chiefs, who had 
confederated with him, daring after his depar- 
ture to l^eep the field, Raymond recovered all 
Meath, 

It was reafonable to think that the Englifh, 
till fuch time as the civil diflenfions in Eng- 
land were entirely compofed, would have been 
content with defending thofe provinces of Ire- 
land in which they were fettled from the at- 
tacks of the Irifli : but the adive fpirit of Ray- 
mond, and his defire to enrich his troops with 
plunder, impelled him to make an oifeniivc 
war on the territory of Donald O Brian, and 
fittempt to take Limerick itfelf.by ftorm; aox 
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BOOK IV. enterprife to which his forces did not feem ia 
jITiTnT^ ^^y ^^S^^^ proportioned : for> againft the great 
Hibcrn. Ex- multitude of inhabitants there, who were train- 
pu^atr, iiu ^j fQ ^j^g yfg ^ arms, he bi'ought only one 
kundred and twenty knights, or heavy armed 
horfc, three hundred light horfe, and four 
hundred foot, who were archers ; though the 
town was walled round, and had a ftronger de- 
fence by being encompaft by the river Shan- 
non, fordable only in one place, where the 
ftream was very rapid, and the bottom rough 
and ftony. The troops ftood on the brink, 
afraid to attempt fo dangerous a palTage, when 
a nephew of Raymond, nanied David, who 
was a very young man, and had never before 
been engaged in any a^ion, fpurring his horfe 
forced him forwards into the river, and got 
lafe to the other fide, crying out, that he had 
found the ford. But, none having followed 
him, except one heavy- armed horfeman, named 
^ GcoflBry Judas, he turned back and rejoined the 
body of cavalry from which he had gone forth. 
His companion, endeavouring to do fo top, 
was carried away by the violence of the cur- 
rent into a deeper part of the river, and there 
downed. Neverthelefs the brave Meyler, 
being emulous of the tourage his kinfman had 
ihewn, plunged into the water, and paffing 
over, unaccompanied by any of the foldiers, 
to the oppofite fide, began to fight with the 
Iriih, fome of whom oppofed his landing on 
the margin of the Shannon, while thofe on the 
walls, which hung over the bank of the ri\^r, 
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caft down upon him a thick (hower of darts BOoa ly. 
and ftones. Loud ihoots were hereupon fet^T^r^TTjT 
up by both parties, which drew Ra3rmond from 
the rear to the head of his arftiy, where feeing 
his coufin engaged alone in fo unequal a com- 
bat, he incited nis men, by a ihort fpeech, to 
affift him, and gave them an example more 
powerful than bis words, by paffing foremoft 
himfelf. One knight and two horfemen of an 
inferior degree were all they loft in the paflage; 
the citizens, ftruck with terror, fled into the 
city, (hamefully deferting, not only the margin 
of the river, but the wall and rampart itklf. 
A great flaughter was made of them within 
the city, and a vaft booty gained by the pil- 
lage of the houfes, which thefe conquerors 
thought the beft reward of conqueft : but it 
added miKh to their joy, that they had thus 
taken vengeance on the prince of Limerick, 
for the lofs of die four hundred Oftmen of 
Dublin, flain at Oflbry by his troops. ^Ray- 
mond left fifty knights, with two hundred ' 
other horfemen, and the fame number of 
archers, for the garrifon of the city, and then 
returned Into Leinfter. 

About this time, in a fynod of the bi(hopsGiral(!;Cam- 
of Ireland convened at Waterford, the bull ofj^^^^ 
Pope Adrian, which granted that kiitgdom tOExpugnat. 
Henry, was publickly read, having been, fori- "-c 6. 
that purpofc, brought over from England by 
the prior of Wallingford, and William Fitz 
Aldelm, Orte (hould have thought that the 
kingx^'ould have carried it with him when he 
3 went 
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BOOK IV. went into Ir*eland : but, for reafons not ex- 

^J^J^JYTtjT^ P^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ hiftories of thofe times, he 
did not produce it till now; though at, his 
firfl: coming thither he certainly let the Iri(h 
clergy know, that the fee of Rome had ap- 
proved his undertaking. Perhaps the harfh 
expreffions in it concerning the nation, ar.d 
the ftrange power there aflumed of difpofing 
of a free and independant crown, by a gift to 
9 foreign prince from one who had no right to 
what he gave, made it proper to conceal the 
grant from the Irifli, while a <juiet fubmiflion 
of their princes and nobles to the fovereignty 
pf Henry was hoped for by that monarch. 
The prefent revolt deftroyed this hope ; and 
therefore he now might recur to the papal au- 
thority, as the moft effeftual means to fecpre 
the obedience of the clergy of Ireland, by 
whom the people, whofe confciences were un- 
der their direftion, might, in fpight of their 
rulers, be kept fubjeft to him» or reclaimed 
from rebellion. 

After this fyijod was diflblved, William 
Fitzaldelm and the prior of Wallingford returned 
into England, from whence th^y went to the 
king in Normandy, that they might inform 
him what ftate his realm of Ireland was in, 
and from what caufes the troubles, which 
after Strongbow*s return had rather cncreafed 
than fubfided, did, in their opinipn, proceed. 
The report they made was agreeable to the 
Hibcrn. Ex- impreffious they had taken frdm Hervey of 
nrc!*ii. Mouutmaurice, whp accyfed Raymond of 

haying 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY It. 253 

having made the Engliih troops^ in Leinfter ^l^OOlLtv. 
mere band of freebooters, whofe continual de- A.D.117JV 
predations had provoked ^all the Irifh, and the 
Oilmen tbemfelves, to rebel • He added, that 
it was the intention of this officer, by the aid 
of thefe foldiers, to ufurp for himfelf, not 
only the city and dominions of Limerick, but 
the whole realm of Ireland ; and in proof df 
this he alledged his having bound them to 
himfelf by extraordinary oaths of atreafonable 
nature. The firft part of the charge was not 
groundlefs ; and, though in the latter the maf 
lice of Hervey againft Raymond made him 
exceed the bounds of truth, yet certainly there 
was caufe for jealoufy of ftate in the attach- 
ment to Raymond which the army had (hewn 
againft the principles of military difcipline 
and obedience, Henry thought it fo alarming, A. D. 1 174. 
that in the fpring of the year eleven hundred 
and feventy-four he recalled him from Ireland, 
fending thither two nobles^ with orders to 
bring him over into Normandy with them, 
and two others commiffioned to remain with 
the earl, and affift him with their counfels. But, 
while Raymond, in obedience to this com- 
mand, was preparing to fet lail, intelligence 
came to the earl, that Donald Brian, princfe 
of Limerick, had beleaguered that city with 
a great hoft of Irifli ; and that all the provi* 
lions found in it, when it was taken by Ray- 
mond, or brought into it afterwards, had been 
confumed in the winter. Strongbow therefore 
refo^ved to march inftantly to its fuccour : but 
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BOOK IV. all Ijis army refufed to go wpoa this fervice 
A* D. ^i 174. without their former commanden In tbefc 
circumftances he confulted the two noble conn*- 
fcUors fcnt from the king, who joined with 
him, on account of the preffing neceffity, in 
defiring Raymond to refume the command o£ 
thefe troops fo devoted to his perfbn. That 
general hereupon led forth a detachment ccm* 
fifl'mg of fouricore heavy^armed cavalry, two 
himdred light horfe, and three hundred ardiers, 
befides focne bands of Icifh foot, conduced by 
the chiefs of Oflbry and Kinfale, whom family- 
quarrels had made inveterate enemies to Donald 
O Brian. But, before they reached Cafliel in 
their way to Limerick, they heard that Do* 
aald, having raifed the fiege of that city on 
the firii advice of their march, had taken poft 
in a ftreight, lying between them and Camel, 
and had nrongly fenced it againf): them. On 
diis intelligence they advoiced ; and when they 
^preached to the fireight, the chief of Oflbry 
jaade them this extraordinary fpeech : ^< Oye 
^* men, wfaoie vi£borious arms have ftrfxiued 
^ to you this idand, behave yourfelves well this 
^ day : becaufe, if you conquer, our ax^ will 
«« join your fwords in wounding the backs of 
^^the vanquifbed and flying enemy ; but, if 
^* y^e are> beaten, thefe weapons, which always 
^' firike on the fide o£ the conquering party, 
^^ will be certainly turned againft you.** 
. Meyler Fitz Henry, who led tile va^uafd 
o£ the Englifli, hearing thefe words, which 
declared what had befon been fuipefted^ made 
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{o furious a charge, that he quickly forced his BOOK rv: 
way through the enemy's barricade, with Ibmc a. 0.1174/ 
(laughter of thelrifhby whom it was guard- 
ed ; but moft of them fled without fighting. 
I prefume that in this and other aflaults o( 
entrenchments, or any fortified places, the 
Englifh borfemen difmounted and fought on 
foot, fword in band ; cavalry not being pro- 
per for fuch operations^ By the viftory thus Hlbem. Ex- 
obtained not only the relief of Limerick was P^.g^^^- 
effeded, but, within a fliort time afterwards, ' *' ^' '^* 
Donald O Brian and Roderick king of Co- 
nanght had cnoferences with Raymond, in 
which, begging for peace, they renewed their 
oaths of fealty to the king of England, and 
gave hoftages to fecurc a more faithful per- 
formance of their promifes for the fiiture* 
Moreover (to complete the good fortune of 
Raymond) on bis return to Limerick he found 
envoys from Dermod Mac Carthy, prince or 
king of Defmond, who came to implore bis 
adiftance in behalf of their mafter, whofe re*- 
bellioUB fon had almoft driveit him out of 
that country. This fuit being backed with li- 
beral offtrs to Raymond and high pay to hi^ 
foldiers, be gladly feized the occafion of acw 
quiring two things which he equally coveted, 
more wealth and more fiime. His arms re^- 
ftored Dermod ; and he aad^hts forces returned 
ffom this expedition enriched with the giftgr 
lliey had received from that prince, »d with 
ilore of plunder they had taken horn the 
rebels. After (wh k^y fuccefs it was ndt 
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Book IV. thought advifeable to fend him out of Ifeland^ 
A* Den 74.^^ deprive him of a command which it feemed 
that no other could fo worthily take. The 
peace he had fettled in Defmond was foon dif* 
jturbed: for Mac Carthy*s fon, under colour 
of a reconciliation, having found means to get 
his father into h\$ power, fliut him up in a pri* 
fon: but the old man, with equal craft, contrived 
to put the ufurping prince to death* Ireland 
from that time was quiet till the end of th« 
civil war in England and France, when Henry ^ 
having l^iftire to attend to the fettlement of 
bis Irifh dominions, was defirous to conclude 
a new treaty of agreement with Roderick king 
of Conaught^ for which purpofe that prince 
had fent over bis chancellor, and the prelates 
before named^ as his plenipotentiaries, who^ 
a little before Michaelm^, in the year eleven 
hundred and feventy-five, waited on Henry 
at Windfor, where a great council was held, 
by extraordinary fummons, for the folemn de* 
term'mation of this affair. The convention 
there ratified was to this effeft. Henry granted 
to his liegeman Roderick, that he (hould be a 
king under hinij ready to fcrve him as his vaf- 
fall and that he (hould hold his own territo- 
adann. I'ly^.xies as well and as peaceably, as he had held 
^^^^J^^^theni before the coming of Henry into Ire* 
10 this look. land. He was likewife to have under his rule 
and domimoQ all the reft of the ifland^ and 
the inhabitants thereof (but widi fome excc^*^ 
tions which are afterwards fpecified in the 
treaty), and to exercife jurifdlftion over thei^ 
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idl (fcingsand pnhces jncUided), fo as to oblige BOOK ivy 
them to fmy their tributeto the king of England ArDTirTjT 
through his hands, and to preferve to that grompton^ ut 
inonkrch his other rights. They were likewife Tupra. 
to hold in peace whatibever they pofJeffed at 
that time, 10 long as they remained faithful to 
the king of England, and paid him their tri- 
bute and What elfe he claimed by right, through 
the king of Conaught^s hands ; ^ving in all 
things the prerogative and the honour of both 
thofe kings. And in cafe that any of them 
Ihotiid rebel agatnft either, and refufe to pay 
their tribute or other duties in the manner be- 
fore prefcribed, or (hould depart from their 
fealty to the king of England, the king of 
Conaught was to judge them, and remove 
them from their governments or from theit 
'pofleflions* It was likewife agreed and der 
tlared, that, if Roderick's own ftrength (hould 
Tiot be fuflBcient to do thefe things, the king 
of Ehglahd's conflaWe and his other fervants 
snd foldicrs fliould affift him therein, upon his 
requifition, and fo far as they (hould find rtccd- 
ful. The tribute demanded of him, out of all 
his own territories and others in the ifland, vraa 
a hide, faleable for the merchant^ from every 
tenth l*aft of all the cattle killed there 5 ex- 
tcpt^ that in thofe diftrifts which the king of 
£nghnd retained as his demefnes, 6t itl thofe 
bf his barbils, he way not to intermeddle ; 
lianiely in Dublih and all it^ appilrtenances ; in 
'Rfeatn aiidallits dppUrtehahces ; (comprehttid- 
inff'tHei?ein \^rhatfoev(ef had been held by Hu 
Meldchlin, or by any who had held that pro- 
Vot; Vi 8 vince 
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BOOK IV. viflce after him) and in Wexford and aH the 
^[^^["'JTIT; territory thereof, and in all the reft of Lein- 
Benedia. fter ; and in Waterford, with the country be- 
Abbas, ut fu- |.^gg^ that city and Dungarvan; this latter 
place, with all its appurtenances, included* 
And, if any of the Irifli who had fled from 
the territories of the king's barons (hould de- 
lire to return thither, they might do it in 
peace, paying the tribute above-mentioned, as 
others did; or doing the ancient fervices which 
they ufed to do for their lands ; as their lords 
Hovcden, ut (hould like beft. But, if any of the Irilh who 
"^'*' were fubjefts of the king of Conaught (hould 

refufe to return to him, he might compel them 
to do it 5 after which they were quietly to re- 
main in his land. Moreover the laid king was 
impowered to take hoftages from all thofc 
whom the king of England had committed to 
him, at his own and the king of England's 
choice ; and he was to give the faid hoftages 
to the king of England, or others,* at the 
king's choice. And all thofe from whom thefe 
fecuritics were demanded were to perform cer- 
tain annual fervices to the king of England 
by prefents of Irilh dogs and hawks. And 
they were not to detain any perfon whatfoever, 
belonging to any land or territory of that 
prince, againft his will and comm^dment. 

Among the witnefles to this treaty was 
Lawrence archbilhop of Dublin, who before 
the arrival of the king of Conaught^s envoys 
had come over to England. Frona the tenour 
.thereof it appears, that Henry thereby con; 

ftituted 



Digitized by 



Google 



CP Kino HENRY II. 259 

ftkutcd Roderick O Conor a kind of viceroy, book iv. 
under him, over the whole realm of Irdand^ATDrTTTiT' 
excep^ thofe parts which he held himfeif in 
demeuie, or had granted to his barons, namely, 
Dublin, Wexford, and Waterford, with all 
their appurtenances, and Leinfier and Meath 
with all theirs. In Meath was then included 
the tveftern province of that tiame as well as 
the eaftern. When the kingdom of Leinfter 
was granted by Henry to Strongbow, Dublin, 
with fbme of the cantreds adjacent to that city, 
was feparated from it, and retained in demefne 
by the king ; for which reafon it is mentioned 
diftinftly here. Wexford and Waterford, being 
alfo in the hands of that monarch, are there- 
fore excepted. 

• If the ability of reducing the whole king- 
dom of Ireland to a perfed fubjedion had not 
been wanting at this time, Henry would not 
have chofen to make one of the Iri(h princes, 
and (what was ftill worfe) their lite monarch, 
the inftrument of his fovcreignty over that 
nation (as he did by this treaty) : for, fiir^ly* 
it was not the proper way to reclaim them 
from their barbarous cufloms, nor a fecurity 
on which he could firmly depend. But in 
the prefent conjundpre he did not think it ad- 
vifable to withdraw himfeif fron^ th^ caft of 
his other dominions ; and, without making a 
lofig abode in that ifland, he could not hope 
to eftablifli his authority there in fo compleat 
a manner, as to be able to model the govern- 
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BOOK iv.nient of it on a regular, Englifliplan. Tw<* 
^TKT^tT^^^^^^^'^ ^^^^ kingdoms (reckoning Munficr 
according to the ancient divifion), and three 
principal cities, were, by this treaty, exempted 
from Roderick's jurifdiftion : in the other, the 
inferior princes and chieftains of the Trifli had 
reafon to think the proteftion, which £hcy 
were entitled to demand from Henry, as his 
vaflals and li€|;emen9 againft any bppreffioii 
on the part of the king of Conaught, a very 
fufficient compeniation, both to them and 
their people, for fo eafy a tributse as they were 
bound to pay, or any other fervices required 
on their part* Yet the grants made of fomc 
portions of their country to foreigners were 
fo grievous to the Irifli, tlieir national pride 
was fo hurt by the lofs of the ancient inde- 
pendience of Ireland, and the bonds of their 
allegiance to the king of England were now 
fb loofely tied, that this was rather a tempo- 
rary acconmiodation between him and them, 
AbtS'^ than a durable fcttlcmcnt of his government 
in that ifltod. His chief fupport there (except 
in the provinces pofleft by the Englifh) was 
t4ie afifedion of the clergy; to ftrengthen 
virhich he promoted a native Iriihman, named 
Auguftin, to the biflioprick of Waterford, and 
fent him to be cpnfecrated by the archbifliop 
df Caihel ; which aft of prerogative over the 
churdi of Ireland was done in this council 
held at Windfor, the arcbbilhpps of Dubli» 
and Tuam being prefenti 

Abod^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



c» Kino HENRY II. ifii 

About the end of November m the year^Q^Kiv. 
eleven Hundred and feventy-five, the king,A.D, M75. 
Kvho had returned to his palace at Winchefter^Chron, 
went out from thence to meet the pope's le-^,^^ 
gate ^ latere^ Cardinal Huguzon, whom he 
had fent for himfelf. The pretence for calling 
him over was to fettle the difmite concerning 
the primacy between the archbiKhops of Can* 
terbury and York : but Gervafe of Canter- ftwfc«n# 
bury teljs us, ** that Henry ^ bating bis queen 
^^Jor having injiigated bis fons to confpire 
*« againji him^ earhejlly fought a divorce^ and^ 
^* to obtain it from the pofe% invited over this 
^* le^atey and by carejfes and prefents attached 
«* htm to himfe^^^ Ilikewife find by a manu- Bibi. Cotton. 
fcript in the Cotton library, that in the year9^^"^^>^^j^ 
eleven hundred and fixty-eight the barons of s^ 'jt dfo in 
Poitou, who were then in rebellion againft the Appendix 
Henry, prefented a paper to the cardinal legates ^^ *" * 
in France, the purport of which was to (hew, 
that Henry and Eleanor were third coufins 
of the halt blood. Their view therein mufl: 
have been, to procure, on this account, fi-om 
the papal authority, another divorce from that 
princefs ; as (he had been feparated before from 
king Louis, her firft huiband, for being his 
fourth coufin of the whole blood. The do- 
minion of Henry over their country would 
thus have been rooted up : but the manufcripf: 
fays, that no attention was civen to them, 09 
this point, by the legates. Henry himfelf may 
jiave now been willing to make ufe of this op 
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BOOK rv. any pretence to break the bonds of his mar- 
A n "..',/' riage, which he could not but feel very ctIcv- 
ous, after the atroaous conlpiracy his queen 
had formed, in his family itleM, for his ruin ; 
a confpiracy, which he hkd too much caufe to 
believe had even ftruck at his life. One cir* 
cumftance alone could naturally check his 
ftrong and reafonable defire of being feparated 
from her, the baftjtrdlflng of his children by 
Sec Vol HI, fuch a divorce. But it has been mentioned 
^^%i^^ before, that the law of England, at this time, 
I. vi. c. jy. allowed the children of parents divorced from 
egch other on account of near kindred to in- 
herit as if bom in lawful wedlock i and Henry 
might think that the reafon and equity of this 
law would not only be applied to private in- 
heritances, but alfo to that of the crown. He 
might alfo fuppofe, that his eldefl: fon's coro- 
nation, and the feudal homage performed to 
him in confequence of that aft, would fecure 
his fucceffion to the kingdom of England, 
and all dependencies on that crown, by a kind 
of eleftive right ; and th?it the inveftiture of 
the dutchy of Aquitaine, given by Louis to 
Richard, would be likewife a fufEcient fecurity 
to the latter for the qxjiet pofTeffion of that 
feudal dominion. The fame reafoning would 
Jiold good as to Anjou and Maine, with which 
his eldeft fon had been in veiled ; and he might, 
at his death, with the confent of the ftatps, 
bequeath to him Normandy, which a teftamen- 
tary appointment, fo ratified and confirmed, 
had given to William tbe Bajlard. As for 
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GcofFryj his right to the dutchy of BretagneBOOK iv. 
aroip wholly from his marriage with the heircfs a^u^^'^itJ^ 
thereof, and therefore could not be affedled 
by the nullity of the marriage made by his 
parents, if it ihould be declared void. The 
agreement of Eleanor to this feparation, for 
the fake of delivering herfelf out of jprifon, 
and her cpnfent to give up the dutchy of Aqui- 
taine to her favourite fon, Richard, refer ving 
a proper appanage* for her own fupport and 
maintenance, could hardly be doubted. Thefe 
reafbns, concurring with a ftrong inclination, 
might feem to Henry fufficient to remove the 
6b]e6lion of his hurting his children by annul- 
ling his marriage ; and, as Cardinal Huguzon 
was hb friend and relation (for fo he calls him 
in a letter, to the pope), he might hope to pre- 
vail in his application to Rome for relief from 
the matrimonial yoke, which, in feveral in- 
fiances, the authority of that fee had taken off 
from princes, on lefs excufable motives. What 
pafled in the negotiation (if there really was 
any negotiation about it) we are not told ; nor 
indeed could the particulars be ealily known 
to the chroniclers of thofe days. Unfortunate- 
ly, at this period, we have not the fanie help 
from the private letters of perfons entrufted 
with fecrets, as we had in tranftftions relating 
to Becket, when that prelate was in exile. The 
public afts of the legate, in exercifing his au- 
thority over the Englifli church, are more 
fully related. Upon his tirft arrival the clergy 
complained heavily to him of their having 
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book: iv.beeiifxrofecuted in the k^^'s counts: for iKt^t'i 
^[^^pj~7'ing in his forefts^ as a br^ch of the pnvjli^g^ 
claimed for them by Rome. But they j§^^Qc4 
Benedl<f^ 6roin him ho fupport. On the cbritrBty^ hi 
Abba*. atttborifed ihofe firdfecutions ; donbtl^' be- 
<:aufe he well knew that many canons of th^ 
^hurch forbad them to hiint*. Y^ Gcrvafo 
t>f Canterbury^ atKl (ome of the other ndonks 
who wrote hiftories in thdt age, inveigh bit- 
terly againft hun on this: account; • * ' '• * ' 

Diccto, ad On the fecond of February J^n the year eleven 
ann. 1176W ji^ndred and feventy*fts:> the king held ai 
Northampton a general ^emhjiy, or jparUa-^ 
Gcrrafe, col ment, ** in which ((ays Gervafe) hfi renewed 
^^$2*'. s^andcwfirmedtbeaJ^fecfClaren tbtexe^ 
*' crabie ecnfiitutkni if ibbich bad caufid tbt 
*< bliffed Martyr St: "Thomas to live in kmjb- 
** mtnt /even yearsy and at lafi^ to be croffmied, 
** with a glorious fnartyrdom.\ This did not 
well fuit with the publick vcperation 'he had 
lately paid to Becket \ and we may repfon^hly 
prefume that the legate availed himfelf of thai 
inconfiftency to remonflrate againft the exe- 
cution of thofe laws, thus renewed and con- 
firmed. Thefe remonfiranc^S he might m^ 
with greater efficacy and force, if it be true 
that the kmg deiired help Icpm the pdpt 
(as Gervafe of Canterbury affirms^ to get bii 
marriage dilTQlved : becauie fuch a mVour could^ 

• V. Concil. A gat. A. D. 420. c. 25, 2 Concil. Male. A, D, 
568, Surius, Cone. t. iii. p. 40. Spdman^ Cortcil. t. i. p. 
?f57t ^38- Gratian, Diftin^. 54^86^ Joh. Sariib. Polic^ 
1 i. c. 4» Petri Blefcnf. Eplll. 56-761. 
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jhafdjy-bf pbtgined froxn the church witihoitt J^^^^ 
fojpe conccifion^ to it; apxl this motive would a7dITi76/ 
Ippejr^ pwch ^ore ftrougly pa IJenxy, to m-f 
*duce hiQi to grant them, than any other lyhat- 
jfoever. There mijft certainly h^ve been fouie 
powerful, latent reajS^n, whjch^ after {q lo]^ 
a con^ntipn, could make biq^ deifiil from pxp^ 
cuting his l^ws, ^pepi^y at a time when liif 
W91S had been v^^oripus ov^ 3U his enemles# 
and his' powiBT was eftabli(hed ipore firmly 
ilhan tvtt in the i;e9lm of J^nglandu Fofr ItDketDlm^^ 
'appears ifrpi^ a letter which hefent to the pppe ^*^' ^ 
1)y the hand of the legate, xhfA notwitJ^andiwS^'ii^^ 
"the violen$ oppofition aftbe great eji and wj/i^ ]^^^^ 
men in bis kmg4om^ he had, at t^e evneft inter-* ? 
ceffion of the legate, a^d put of his rererencQ 
^d devotion towards the fee pf IV>inc9 ac« 
corded, thatt, ioit the future, no ecckfia^c^ 
]0K)uld be t)erfonally brought before apy fcr 
tular judge, for any crime pjj tran%reflfon, ex- 
cept an offence againft the foreft laws, or in 
%\k rafe of a lay fee, for wjiich fecular fcr- 
Vif e Was due to him (the tong), or tp any 
pther lay lord, 

\ This impunity to all crimes, but the trefpafles 
above-meAtioned, woul4 have endapgered the 
lives of the clergy themfelves ; to fecure them 
from which iharc of peril with thq laity, the 
kingfurthier promifed^ in his letter to the pope, 
that any J)er£pn convided, or making confefr 
fiott, before his jufliciary, iri the pretence of 
the biihop or ho? oflBfcial, of having will- 
fully aiid malicioufly murdered a clegyman, 
f- ;* ' ' ' ' fhould; 
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BOOK rvr.fhould, befides the ufual puniihment for the 
^j5PJ776. niwrder of a layman, fuffer a forfeiture, for 
himfelf and for his heirs, of all his lands of 
inheritance for ever. 

The king added a promife to exempt the 
clergy, in all caufes, from being tried by- 
duel, and not to retain in his hands vacant 
bifhopricks or abbeys beyond the term of one 
year, unlefs from urgent neceJJUy^ or femeevi^ 
dent caufe of delay ^ not falfely pretended. 

Thefe laft words in eflfoft fct the reftraint 
very loofe, as the nece/Jity and the caufe were 
to be judged of by him : but ndther this, 
nor any other of the foregoing conceffions, was 
enafted at this time by authority of parliament, 
or during any part of this king's reign; nor 
did he himfelf obferve them, except in not 
compelling criminal churchmen to appear be- 
fore a lay judge, unlefe in the cafes referved, and 
exempting them in all cafes from the mode of 
trial by duel. The ftatutes of Clarendon con«* 
cenimg ecclefiaftical matters fubfifted unrepealed 
and confirmed, but were fufpended in part by 
a temporary connivance of the executive power, 
which, though an unwarrantable aft of pre- 
rogative, was better than an abfolute and ex-^^ 
prefe repeal. 

Before I particularize the laws, not relating 
to the church, which had been enafted at 
Clarendon and were confirmed at Northamp- 
ton, it will be proper to finifh the account 
Bencdia. of the legate's proceedings in England* After 
G^n^^e^'l ^^^^'*"S a4ifputc about a chapel at Glocefter, 
7p/' ^' between 
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1>etween the archbifhops of Canterbury and BOOK iv> 
York, he brought them both to refer theu:^D/,,y^ 
more important controverfy, about the right 
of the latter to carry his crofs ereft in the 
province of the former, and other points of 
contention between their fees, to the Judge- 
ment of the archbifliop of Rouen and fome 
other French prelates. He then vifited all 
the metropolitan churches and principal ab- 
beys of England ; in the exercife of which 
power he is accufed of extorting a great deal 
of money, which he carried out of the king- 
dom. This vifitation being ended, he re- 
turned to the king, and with the concurrence 
of his advice and authority, fummoned all the 
bifhops, abbots, and priors of England, to 
hear the mandates and precepts of the fupreme 
pontiff {{aiy% the abbot of Peterborough, aBcncdift. 
contemporary author). At the opening of^^^^^i ,.^ 
this lynod, which met on Midlent Sunday m^ u 
a chapel at Weftminfter, a moft extraordbary 
and moft fcandalous fcene enfued. For, the 
legate being feated, an eager contention arofe 
between the archbifliops of Canterbury and 
York, for the place at his right hand ; and, 
while they were difputing, the monks of Can- 
terbury and all the attendants on the former 
rufhed furioufly on the latter, aflaulted him, 
threw him down, and trampled hini under 
their feet. He received from them many 
blows ; his mitre was broken, and he was 
with difficulty delivered from their rage, half 
dead, by others of the council.. The legate, 
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BOQ K rv* feeing this outrage^ and fuppofing it to* be 
^^^^ip^TjaT ^^^^ ^y *^^ archbifliop of Canterbury's order, 
or at his inftigation, fummoned that prelate 
to Rome, there to anfwer for having, by fuch 
a riot, in his prefcnce, affronted and diigraced 
the embaflador of the pope, and the pope 
himfelf. The archbifhop of York alfo citedi 
bis adverfary to the Roman tribimaU and with 
him the bifhop of Ely, as perfonally con- 
cerned in this aflault. The legate, after noti- 
fying his own refolution of bringing die afiair 
before the pope, diffolved the aflembly; fo 
that we know not what were the mandates and 
precepts of the Jupreme pontiff which they had 
been fqmmoned to hear. The archbifhop of 
Yorjc, as foon as he was able to go out of 
the iynod, went and complained to the king 
of the injuries Ije had fuflfered, which raifed 
ih that monarch a great paffion of anger againft 
the two offending prelates oi Canterbury and 
Ely- The firfl: of thefe very prudently ap- 
plied to the legate in private, and with footh- 
ing words, well fupported by the more pre- 
valent force of gold, perfuaded him to defifl 
from his appeal to the pope, as he did himfelf 
from a counter-appeal he had made. He alfo 
foUicited a reconciliation with the archbifhop 
of York, which that prelate refufed. Soon 
^fterwards the legate, much difgufled at the 
ifcandal of which he had beep a witnefs, dcr 
parted into Normandy^ where he exercifed his 
authority in fonip ads not recorded by the 
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Writers of thofe times, and then retirfhed toBbOK :iy, 
Rome. ^ [ ^ , aTd^ii^ 

Many reafons made it proper for the king to 
refent this flagrant breach of the peace, thys 
committed in the fece of the whole Englilh 
church, and of a cardinal legate. One was, 
that it partly arofc from the hati^d the mohks 
of Canterbury bore to the archbifhop of York 
for what he had done againft Becket, nbtwith- 
ftanding his having been abfolved by die pope, 
from the fpiritual cenfufes, which had ocen 
fulminated againft him on that account. For, 
as he went out of the fynod, many of thekn ex- . 
claimed, ** Go, betrayer of St. Thomas: thy 
^^ bands Jiill fmell tfbhoi r But,- the kgatc 
having now prevailed upon Henry not to 
punifh any outrage, even of the moft heinous 
kind, by the juftice of the crown, if the of- 
fender was in holy orders, that prince could 
pot judicially take arty-cognizance of this affair, 
and it was his defire to continue in frrendfliip 
with the archbifhop of Canterbury^ whom he 
bad found well affefted in all r^fpefts to his 
fervice, and of ' great moderation in ccclefi- 
aftical matters, As foon, thereibrey ^s the 
firft emotions of anger were qliieted in hts 
mind, he ufed his utmoft endeavours to make 
up this quarrel between the twa contending 
primates, fo contr^y to the fpirit of nAeck- 
nefsand humility becoming their facred fane- v^ 

tion. For this purpofehe called a great council / - ] 
at Winchefter, and pre\^ailcd on theiii there to • - i 
take an oath, that they wo«ld fufptnd for five 

years 



Digitized by 



Google 



%jo HISTORY OP THE Llt^E 

BOOK IV* years all enmity or wrath againft each other* 
A,D. U76. The bUhop of Ely likewife fwearing before 
the whole afiembly, that he had not been 

fuilty of laymg violent hands on the arch- 
iihop of York, he and that prelate were made 
friends. 

But, to return to the afts of the parliament at 
Northampton—- Itis a common opmion that one 
of thofe afts was the firft inftitution of itinerant 
jufiices in die kingdom of England. And in- 
J^*^ deed the firft mention of tbem in our ancient 
Hoveden. chronicles is under this yean But Madox has 
ihewn by far fuperior authority, the Records 
Shaiu«!^ of the Exchequer, that there had been itine- 
c»iu. p. ioo»rantjuitic€s, to hear and determine criminal 
Rid' '^** 8 ^^ ^^^^^ pleas, in the eighteenth year of the 
99. V. §[p- * reign of Henry the Firft, and likewife juftices 
P^ in eyre for the pleas of the foreft. It alfo ap- 

pears by the fame unqueftionable evidence, that 
in the twelfth, and from thence to the feven- 
teenth of King Henry the Second, juftices of 
both forts had been conftantly fent into the 
feveral counties. As this point is important to 
the hiftory of our law, I fhail give thefe re- 
cords in the Appendix to this book. But I 
touft further obfcrve here, that, as well in the 
names of the juftices itinerant of the years eleven 
hundred and feventy-ftx and eleven hundred 
and feventy-nine, as in the counties aftigned to 
See Idtdox, tbem, fome difterences occur between the Ex- 
^^J^J^ chequer rolls and the chronicles of Benedia 
p.86,i7,88.abb<^ of Peterborough, and Hoveden, who 
cc^ttes froiii,hiiQ« We therefore cannot rely 
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on the accounts in thofe writers cpnceming^OOK rv. 
this matter, as accurate or autheatick. Never- a. D. "1176. 
thelefs it is probable from what they fay, that 
a new divifion of the kingdom into fix circuits 
may have been made in this parliament of the 
twenty-fecond year of Henry the Second, and 
another into four in the twenty-ninth of that 
king. 

There is reafon to believe that the firft ap- 
pointment of itinerant judges in England was 
confequential to a (imilar infiitution m France^ 
which Louis le Gros introduced, and which 
Henry the firft, from feeing the utility of it 
there, brought into this kingdom; as many 
ocher cuftoms, after the Normans came hither, 
were derived to us from the French, and many 
pf ours reciprocally imparted to the. Normans 
and other fubjefts of our kings in France. But, 
in the reign of King Stephen, perpetually agi- 
tated with inteftine commotions, this.feems to 
have been dropt ; and the glory of fixing in 
the Englifli conftitution fo ufeful an improve- 
ment belongs to Henry the lecond, by whom 
it was revived and regularly fettled. 

Lord Chief Juftice Hale, whom I cite as a Hiftoiyof the 
great authority on this fubjed:, in difplaying gj'^?'^^, 
|the advantages of this inftitution, obferves,laDd, cvik 
** that it was a remedy to the cfvils arifing 
*^ from the adminiftration of the commcm 
*' juftice of the kingdom being (except in 
^* greater cafe?) wholly difpenfed m the county 
^^ courts, hundred x:ourts, and courts baron ; 
f * which muft have bred great inconvenience, 
% " uncer«> 
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f^9^ ,VL; ^*^tincertaility» and variety m the kws, cfj^* 
A.d/it267 *^ cially in the feveral counties. For, the de- 
•* cifion or judgement being made by divers 
** courts, and fcvcral independent jut^es ^ho 
*' had no common intereft arhong them, hi 
** their feveral judicatories, thereby, in proceft 
•* of time, every feveral county would have 
** feveral laws, cuftopis, rules, and, forms of 
** proceeding/' 

His Lordfliip Bkewife takes notice, ** that 
•• in th^fe feveral courts all the bufinefs of^ 
** any mt>ment was carried by patties and 
•• faftions. For, the freeholders being gene- 
** rally the judges, not only of the feft, but of 
^* the law, every man that had a fuit there fped 
^ according as he could make parties ; and men 
^ of great power and intereft in thfe county 
^ did eafily overbear others in their own caufes^ 
** or in fuch wherein they were intereftedi 
*' either by relation of kindred, tenure, fervice^ 
*« dq)endence, or application. And, although 
•' in cafes of falfe judgement the law, evert 
^' as then ufed, provided a remedy by w?it of 
" falfe judgement before the king or his chief 
' ** juftice* and in cafe the judgement was fotnd 

• <* to be fuch in the county court, all the mertii 
^* bers Were confiderably amerced (whith fflfo 
** continued long ifter in tlfe'with fdfae fev^i 
*' rity), yet tlys proved but an ineff^ual 
•* remedy for thefe mifdiirfs. Therefore tHi 
*^ king tcK)k'anotber and dtaoreiffeftualcourfei 
*' for m the twenty *fecond year of his reigiij 
•^i)y the advice of his parliament htWit 

*^ Norths 
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*< Northampton, he infti^tcd juftices itine-BOOK iv. 
** rant/' &c. a. D/1176/ 

To thefe obfervations of this learned judge 
I will add, that there was another reafon for 
it, of a .political nature, namely, to obviate 
the mifchiefs arifing to the crown, and to the 
whole commonwealth, from the hereditary 
jurifdiftions introduced uito England by the 
feudal iyftem there eftabliihad under the firft 
Norman kings. The difpenfing of jufticc 
is the higheft and nobleft prerogative of 
a monarch ; nor does any thing more difturb 
the good order of a kingdom, than to have 
that power independently refident in fubjefts, 
and exercifed in their namft. It was fome 
check to this evil, that from the other in- 
ferior courts appeals lay to the county court, 
where the fheriif (an officer of the crown) 
prefided ; and from thence to the king's court. 
But, to have die royal juftice thus carried into 
all the feveral counties, by itinerant judges, 
whofe commiilions were immediately derived 
from the crown, and whofe jurifdidion was 
exercifed in the name of the king, and armed 
with all his power, was a very great eafe and 
benefit to the people, as it faved them from 
the trouble of profecuting appeals in ordinary 
fuits, and was much lefs expenfive. 

The above-mentioned records of the Ex- 
chequer demonftrate, that, during a great 
part of King Henry the Second's reign, pleas 
were held in the counties, from year to year, 
by his judges. But it appears by a paffage 

Vol. V. T in 
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BOOK IV. in Matthew of Wcftminfter (called Florile- 
)^757Y7^gus), that, fome time before the year twel\rc 
v.Fioriieg. hundred and fixty-one, the itinerant juftices 
p- 379- were reftrained from gomg their circuits oftener 
than once m leven years. This was a blame- 
able change, ,and probably was occafioned by 
the jealoufy of the barons, defirous to keep 
the adminiftration of juftice in their own hands* 
» It was happy for the commons when annual cir- 

cuits, agreeably to the praftice in* the reign 
of this king, were afterwards re-eftabli(hed. 
Bencdia. The itinerant judges, appointed in the year 

Abbas. eleven hundred and feventy-fix, were direftc4 
and empowered, by authority of parliament, 
to do in their circuits all kinds of right and 
juftice which belonged to the king's regal of- 
fice, by commiflion from him, or (in the cafe 
of his abfence out of the kingdom) from his 
vicegerents, where the property in queftion 
was not more than half a knight's fee ; un- 
lels the controverfy were of fuch importance 
that it could not be determined but in the 
king's prefence, or fo difficult that the judges 
doubted about it, and defired to refer it to 
the king, or to thofe who held his place. They 
were alio commanded to make inquifition con- 
cerning robbers and other malefaftors in the 
counties through which they went, and to 
take fecial care of the profits of the crown 
in its landed eftate and feudal rights of various 
forts, efcheats, wardfhips, and the like : to en- 
quire into caftle guatds, and fend the king in- 
formation from what perfons* they were due, 

in 
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III what places, and to what extent i to fee BOOK iv 
that the caftks which the parliament had ad- a. 0/1176/ 
vifed the king to demolifli were compleatly de- 
ftroyedj under pain of being profccuted them- 
felves in his court : to enquire what perfbns 
had gone out of the realm, that, if they did 
not return by a day appointed, in order to take 
their trial in the king's court, they might be 
outlawed : to receive, within a certain limited 
term, from all who would ftay in the king- 
dom, of every rank or condition (not except- 
ing even thofe who held by fervile tenures), 
oaths of fealty to the king, which if any man 
t^fufed, they were to caufe him to be appre- 
hended as the king's enemy ; and, moreover^ 
to oblige all perfons from whom liege hornage 
Was owing, and who had not yet done it, to 
do it to the king within a certain time, which 
the juftices themfelves were to fix. 

The greater part of thcfe injunftions were 
confequences of the late inteftine war. But, 
fome ftatutes renewed in this parliament at 
Northampton, and which the itinerant juftices 
were fworn to obferve, being general regula- 
tions in judicial proceedings, or laws by which 
the civil property, or the criminal juftice of 
the realm, was materially affefted, it will be 
neCfeflary to explain the nature of them here, 
with fome obfervations thereupon. 

By one of thefe it was declared, that, on Bcnedia. 
the death of a free tenant, his heirs fliould re- H^^eo. 
main in fuch feifin, or poflefiion, of his fee, as See aijb the 
he had at the day of his deceafe ; and (hou!d ^VP^^^'^Z ^ 
T 2 have 
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BOOK IV. have his chattels, in order to fatisfy the lega- 
^ ^cips devifed by his will : and that afterwards 
they fhould repair to their lord, and perform 
to him all they owed, with regard to the re- 
lief and other feudal dues to which he was 
entitled. If the heir was a minor, his lord 
was required to receive his homage, and take 
the cuftody of him during his nonage. If he 
had more lords than one, they all were re- 
quired to receive his homage, and he was to 
perform to them all his feudal duties. The 
wife of the defunft vyas alfo to have her dower, 
and fuch part of his chattels as belonged to 
her. And, if the lord of the fee (hould deny 
* to the heirs of the defunft the feifin they 
claimed, the king's Juftices were to make re* 
cognition, or inqueft, by twelve lawful men, 
what pofleffion he had at the day of his de- 
ceafe, and, according to the verdift, reftore it 
to his heirs. It was added, that if any one 
(hould acl contrary to this ftatute, and be at- 
tainted thereof, he (hould be at the king's 
mercy (that is, he (hould be fined). 

This was a very important aft of parlia^ 
ment. It fecured to the heirs of every free 
tenant the chattels of the defunft, for the (a- 
tisfaftion of his bequefts, againft any unjuft 
or vexatious detamer thereof by the lord of 
the fee, and to the widow her dower and her 
part of his chattels. At the fame time it 
fecured to the feudal lord, or lords, all the 
fruits of their tenure, not as given by this 
ftatute, but as recognifed and confirmed, fomc 

partir 
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paticularly, and fome by general words. The BOOK iv. 
method of enquiry, in cafe that pofleffion of 
the fee (hould be denied to the tenant, was not 
by duel or any fuperftitious kind of trial, but by 
the verdift of a jury, upon which the king*s 
juftices were immediately to reftore the inheri- 
tance to the heirs. 

One of thefe ftatutes, relating to criminal 
juftice, fays, that if any one apprehended for 
murder, or theft, or robbery, or forgery, 
<?r any other felony, confefles his offence be- 
fore the chief magiftrate of the hundred or 
borough and any lawful men, or if he has 
made a like confeflion without being appre^ 
hended, he (hall not be fufiered to deny it 
afterwards before the king's juftices. 

By another, a robber, when taken, was to 
be committed to the cuftody of the fherifF, or, 
in the abfence of the fheriff, to the neareft 
caflellan, who was to keep him in his cuftody 
till he could deliver him to the fheriff. 

This parliament did alfo confirm a law, which Vol. ill. 
has been mentioned in a former part of thisP' '^'* 
work, that no ftranger fhould be lodged for 
more than one night, in any burgh or town, 
without being put under pledge. 

But the moft extraordioary ftatute here en- Sec the Ap- 
afted was this ; that if any one was arraigned P^"^*^' 
before the king's juftices of murder, or theft, 
or robbery, or receiving any fuch malefadors, 
or of forgery, or of malicious burning of 
houles, by the oaths of twelve knights of the 
hundred, or (when fp many knights were not . 
T ^ prcfent) 
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BOOK iv> pfefent) by the oaths of twelve free and law? 
^ . t fill men, or by the oafhs of four men of every 
town of the hundre4> he was tp undergo the 
trial of the water ordeal, and, if convifted 
thereby, to lofe one of hir feet, according tq 
the ftatute made at Clarendon, to which, for 
the greater rigour of juftice, this parliament 
added, that he fhould alio lofe one hand, and 
abjure the kingdom, and go out out of it with-: 
\n forty days. If acquitted by the ordeal, be 
was tp ftay in the kingdom, finding fureties, 
unlefs he had been arraigned of murder, or 
any heinous felony, by the community of the 
county and of the lawful knights of bis coun- 
try ; in which cafe, though the ordeal had de^ 
clared him innocent, he was neverthelefs to 
quit the realm within forty days, and take 
with him his chattels (faving the rights of his 
iBrds), and be at the mercy of the king whe- 
ther he Ihould ever return or not. This ftatute 
was to take place from the time when that 
of Clarendon here confirmed was enafted un- 
til the prefent time, and as much longer as it 
Jhould pleafe the king^ in the cafes of murder, 
treafon, and malicious burning, and in all the 
xafes above-mentioned, except in fmall thefts 
and robberies comipitted in the time of war, 
fuch as ftealing horfes, or oxen, or things of 
fmaileir value. 

*^ In confidering this law pne is ftruck with 
the injuftice of fending men to a trial, by 
which if condemned they were to be puniflied 
^ith amputation of limbs and perpetual ba? 

bifliment^ 
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nifhment; and even if acquitted, on a charge ^QQ^^ ^^^ 
of any heinous felony, to be baniflied for a^ "" 
time, or, if the king pleafed, for life. Sup- 
pofing that fome doubt concerning the proof 
of the innocence of the party, acquitted in this 
manner, was the caufe of this proceeding, fo 
contrary to the ordinary courfe of law, fuch 
doubt fliould have been equally applied to 
invalidate the proof of guilt by this trial. 

We are told, that William Rufus, uponEadmcr,Hift. 
being informed, that about fifty Englifhmen N^^* P* 48* 
of good quality and fortune, whom he had 
cauied to be tried for killing his deer by the 
ordeal of hot iron applied to their hands, had 
all come off unburnt, and confequently ac- 
quitted, declared, he would try them again, 
by the judgement of bis court, and not by this 
pretended judgement of God, wAicA was made 
Jai:ourabU or unfavourable at any man*s plea^ 
Jure. The monk, who relates this, repre- 
fents it as (hewing the impiety of the king : 
but it only (hews that he thought, this fu- 
perftitious method of trying a criminal ac- 
cufation was fraudulently managed; and fo, 
doubtlefs, it was ; or no man qould ever have 
been acquitted by it. Henry the Second had, 
perhaps, the fame opinion about it, and there- 
fore would not allow fuch an acquittal to 
have its full effeft : but, if it could not avail 
to clear a culprit, it ought not to have been 
effeftual to condemn him ; as it was by this 
law, which favours ftrongly of the barbarifm 
ilill remaining in thofe times. 

T 4 Ordeals 



Digitized by 



Google 



28o HISTORY OF the LIFE 

BOOK IV. Ordeals by water and fire had been alwajrs 
^ '^ in ufe among the Englifli- Mention is made 
of them in one of the moft ancient codes of 
the Anglo-Saxon laws, the ftatutes of King 
V. Wilkins, Ina : and the fame modes of trial were cuftor 
Leg. Inae. j^j^j-y^ long before, in many pagan nations, 
V. Peiioutier, particularly among the Celtic tribes, who, in 
Hiiioirc dcs their early migrations out of the Eaft, brought 
Celtcs. ^j^j^ ^j^^jjj ^^^g fuperftitions, and fpread theni 

over the great?ft part of Europe. The adopt- 
ing of them into the Chriftian religion is one 
inftance among many, how ftrangely the prac- 
tice of accommodating that faith to fuperfti- 
tions the moft foreign and moft abhorrent 
from it prevailed in fome ages. 
Extcxtu Sir H. Spelman has given us, from the an- 

s^im! ^loiT. ^*^^^^ book of Rocbcfter, a form of prayer 
OsLhAuvM. and exorcifm, ufed in this kingdom, to en- 
dow the water or hot iron with the miracu- 
lous power of difcovering guilt or innocence 
in fuch trials ; by which it appears (as alfo 
by the ftatute of King Ina above- mentioned) 
that the Chriftian clergy interfered (as th6 
heathen priefthood had done) in this pretended 
fupernatural adminiftration of juftice ; deiiring, 
doubtlefs,, to gain thereby to themfclves a 
greater reverence from the people. Yet the 
Roman pontiff, and the canons of feveral coun- 
cils, juftly condemned and forbad it, as re- 
pugnant to the precept, TJbou Jhalt not tempt 
No?ad E^j. ^>6^ Lord thy God. Their authority by de- 
iBcn p. 204.' grees fo far prevailed, that King Henry the 
Third, by an order of council,, in the third 

^ yeat 
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year of his reign, commanded his judges, Jor^ BOOK iv; 
fifmuch as the judgement by fire and water^'*'^ 
kvas prohibited by the church of Rome^ and it 
had not been det ermine dj when they fet out on 
their circuits^ how perfqns arraigned of rob-t 
bery^ murder^ or other fuch crimes^ Jhould be 
triedy to keep them in prifon under fafe cuf- 
tody, but fo as not to endanger their lives or 
limbs ; and to caufe perfbns charged with lefs 
heinous offences, yet fuch as would have been 
triable by fire or water if it had not been for- 
bidden, to abjure the kingdom. This was bet- 
ter than baniifhing them (as was done by the 
ilatute of Henry the Second above-mentioned) 
after the ordeal had cleared them : and from 
this time forwards fuch trials, without any 
exprefs law having been made to forbid thena 
(at leaft, fo far as we know), were aboliflied 
ta England by difufe. 

But another fpecies of appeal to what in 
thofe days was called y^t judgement of God^ 
continued here many centuries after the ordeal 
by fire or water ; 1 mean the trial by duel. 
This alfo was a part of the ancient jurifprur 
dence of many barbarous heathen nations, 
which their converfion to Chriftianity did not 
always correft, as it naturally ought to have 
* J3one. Luitprandus, a king bf the Lombards 
in Italy, fays in one of his laws quoted by Sir 
H. Spelman, '^ We are uncertain about /i6^ gIoCOrbav. 
^^ judgement of God^ and have beared of many i-»um. 
f * peifons who have unjuftly loft their caufe$ 
f* in trials by battle, put we are not able to 

abrogate 
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BOOK IV. ^< abrogate this impious law of the Lombards, 
'^ v-^— -^ii whidi the cuftom of our nation has efta- 
«* bliflied.** The fame complaint might as 
juftly have been made by the kings of many 
other countries. Several popes condemned this 
as much as the ordeals by fire and water : but 
the martial fpirit of the people among whom 
it was pradUed prevailed with great obftinacy 
o\^r their iHX>hibitions ; and a method of judi^ 
cature obtained a fixed eftablifhment through 
moft parts of Europe, not only in criminal^ 
but alfo in civil caufes, which did the very 
reverfe of What all legiflation^ and all infiituti* 
on$ of orderly government, were intended to do, 
by giving the decifion of right and the puinih* 
mcnt of offences, not to juftice, but to force. 
The firft mention made erf it in the laws of this 
w 'fif^ *^i«g^om is in one of William the Firft, which 
W^GhTOBf grants full liberty to any Engiifliman to ap-^ 
N^ ^^E^ P^^^ ^^y Frenchman, by duel, of theft, ho- 
^^^. 193. micide, or any other matter for which a trial 
by duel, or by the fire ordeal, ought to be 
granted. And, if the Englifli appellant fliould 
chufe to proceed by the latter, the Frenchman 
was not bound to that method of proof, but 
was to clear himfelf by the oaths of witnefles 
according to the kw of Normandy. If 4 
Frenchman appealed an Engiifliman of the 
lame crimes, the Engiifliman was to have the 
option of defending himfelf either by combat 
or by the fire ordeal. And if either party wag 
infirai, and could not or would not maintain 
Jiis caufe by combat, he plight procure for 

himfelf 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of King HENRY 11. £83 

fcimfelf a legal chaminon. If the French ap- JooKiv; 
pellant was yan^uUhed, he was to pay to' r- -^ 
the king fixty flullings : and if the Engliih- 
man accufcd would not defend himfelf by 
pombat or by witne&s, he was to plear him- 
felf by the judgement erf God (which here 
means the ordeal). 

There are other ftatutes of this king to much 
die fame efifefly which the reader will find 
in the Appendix to this book. William ofy.AppciHl, 
Malmfbury tells us, in his hifloryof the reign 
of William the Second, that William de Hou^ 
being accufed of high treafon before that king, 
challenged the accufer to a duel, and having 
been vanquiflied therein was punifhed^s guilty 
by the lofs of both his eyes, and by caftration. 
Another chronicle adds, that the laft of thefc 
penalties wa$ inflided upon him at the defire 
of a nobleman, who charged him with having 
debauched his wife. Of a duel fought in the 
reign of King Henry the Second, by Henry 
de EfTex and Robert de Montfort, an account 
has already been given. We learn from Glan- Glanvlllc^ 
yille, that, when he wa§ grand jufliciary to^*^^*^'^ 
that prince, the proceedings in the king's court, 
and before his jufUces in their circuits, on cri- 
minal matters, were thefe : 

If any one was charged with high treafon 
by common fame only, he was either to find 
proper l»il^ or be imprifoned : then the trurh 
pf the fa£it was to be enquired into', before 
the king's juftices, by various inquifitions and 
interrogations, and by probable or circum- 
" " ' ' ilantial 
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BOOK iv.ftantial evidence. If the conjedures were 
^ • ^ ' ''doubtful, fome making for and fome again ft 
the accufed, he was to be tried by the ordeal, 
' or wholly acquitted, at the difcretion of the 

court. But, if an accufer appeared, the ac- 
cufed was to find fufficient bail, or be impri- 
foned ; and the accufer ^if he could) was alfo 
to find fureties, that he would profecute his 
charge ; or (if he could not) he was then to 
be bound to it by his oath alone, as in all 
other cafes of felony, wherein it was thougl\t 
proper not to infill on further fecurity than 
the oath of the accufer, for fear of deterring 
others, by too much ftriftnefs, from fuch ac- 
cufations. Whei> the fuit was inftituted, a 
day was affigned to the parties; on which, 
the accufer declaring, that he had feen, or 
knew, by fome other means proved in court, 
that the defendant had contrived or done fome* 
thing againft the life of the king, or to fe- 
duce the realm, or the army, from its alle- 
giance, or had confented to, or counfelled, or 
abetted, fuch treafon, and was ready to make 
good his charge ; the defendant, on the con- 
trary, denying it with all the legal forms; 
then the controverfy was to be determined by 
a combat between them. The duel being once 
pj^dgcd in the manner above-mentioned, no 
change could be made by either of the parties 
in the matter of the charge, but they were 
to adhere to it in all points, as declared in the 
court, without addition or diminution, under 
the penalty to the party who (hould in any 

wife 
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wife recede from it of being confidered as van- book iv. 
quifhed, and fubjeft to the legal confequences ^ "^ ^ 
thereof. Nor could they be reconciled to each 
other without leave of the king, or of his 
judiciary. 

If the appellant was vanquiflied, he was to 
pay to the king a mulft of fixty (hillings, to 
be branded with the infamous name of re- 
creant, and to be difabled from ever being ad- L.ii. p. 1^. 
^mitted again to bear teftimony by duel in 
any court againft any other man. But if the 
defendant was vanquifhed, he was to be punifh- L. xlr. 
ed, as thofe who were convided by the ordeal, ?* "^' "^ 
. with forfeiture of all his lands and goods from 
him and his heirs for ever, and either with 
death, or lofs of members, at the will of theseealfo, 1. i. 
king, who in this and in all pleas concerning c- «. and 
felonies might either wholly pardon or infliA^*^*^*^* "^* 
the lefler uuniflimeut, as he thought good. 
To this kmd of acculation every freeman 
of full age, and even a peafant in villenage 
of the loweft degree was admitted: but nojj , 
woman could be fo in any plea of felony, ex- 
cept in an appeal on the murder of her huf- 
band, to which (he was an eye witne(s, or 
upon a rape or other injury againft her own 
perfon. 

A man accufed of high treafon, or any fe- 
lony. If above fixty years old, or if ipaimed 
by a broken bone or a wound which had 
taken off or deeply indented fome part of the 
crown of his head, might decline a duel and 
be tried by the ordeal of hot irpn, if he was 

a free- 
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BOO K IV* a freeman^ or by that of watery if a peafarif. 
' -^ '^As this diftinflion is not made in the above- 
mentioned ftatute of Clarendon and Northamp- 
ton, and we find no mention there of any 
trial by duel, it may be prefumed that the 
king, who had power to continue or abrogate 
that law, had abrogated it before Glanville's 
treatife was written* The reafon why fuch 
a wound upon the crown of the head, as is 
defcribed in the paffage I have quoted fronl 
thence, exempted from a duel, may probably 
have been that it diiabled the party from put- 
ting on a helmet, or from bearing fo well as 
his adverfaiy might do a blow received upon 
it. But, if a miraculous interpofition of the 
Deity was fuppofed, neither this, nor a broken 
bone, nor the weaknefs of old age, ought to 
have been an objection againft bringing any 
man accufed of a crime to this trial ; and if 
human force could be of any avail, the na- 
tural event of the combat could not afibrd 
any proof of innocence or of guilt. I would 
sdto obferve, that the danger to the party ac- 
cufing muft have often prevented profecutions 
for treafon and other heinous crimes. Ho- 
micide, burning of houfes, robbery, rape, for- 
gery, falfe coinmg, and other frauds of the 

L. ar. moft criminal nature, are mentioned by Glan* 
villc as triable in the manner and under the 
relations above defcribed.. Among thefe 

U adv. c u OTOnces he reckons the fraudulent concealment 
of treafmc trove ; but takes notice that com- 
mon fame w^ not a fufiicient ground to ex« 
2 pofe 
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pofc a man to the ordeal upon a charge of BOOK IV. 
this nature, unlefs it was proved againft him, ^ ^ 
or he had confeft in court, that he had found , 
in the place where the treafurc was faid to 
have been difcovered by him, and had taken ^ 
away from thence, fome kind of metal; on 
which prefumption he was bound to purge 
bimfelf by the ordeal, that he had found and 
taken away no more. 

A diftindlion is made by Glanville between L. xIy, c 4. 
two kinds of homicide, one called murder, 
which according to his definition is fecretly 
perpetrated, none feeing or knowing of it, 
except the murderer and his accomplices, with 
no hue and cry following immediately there- 
upon; and another, which he calls fimple 
homicide, or manflaughtcr. With regatd to 
the firft of thefe, no accufer was admitted if 
not related in blood to the perfon murdered, 
3nd the neareft relation excluded any other 
more diftant. With regard to tlie fecond^ 
it fufficed that the accufer was fome way re* 
lated to the flain, either by conlanguinity, 
or by homage, or by feudal dominion, and 
that he was an eye witnefs of the faft. A 
perfon accufedof manflaughter, who was fol- 
lowed by a hue and cry, and taken in his 
flight, upon proof thereof in court by the oaths 
ot his country, was fometimes compelled to 
clear himfelf by the ordeal : and one accufed 
by a woman of the death of her hufband,^was 
cither to appeal in that manner to the judge- 
ment 
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BOOK iv^naent of God, or fuftain her proof againft 
^*"^"~^'' ^ him^ which, I prefume, was by oath. 
L. xiv. c. 6. ']pjjg fj^jj^g cleftion was given in the trial of 
a rape : but the plaintiff in that cafe was pre- 
fently after the commiflion of the crime to go 
to the next town, and make known the wrong 
done her to perfons there of good credit, and 
fliew them her cloaths torn^ and the effu* 
fion of blood, if there was any ; and then 
do the fame to the chief magiftrate of the 
hundred ; after which, on her complaint, tria} 
was to be ordered with the forms above-men- 
tioned. 

Glanville adds, that a man convi^ed of a 
rape could not efcapc the punifliment due to 
his crime by being willing to marry the wo- 
man he had ravilhed : for thus it would fre- 
quently happen, that men of iervile condition, 
by means of one pollution, might contaminate 
ladies of the molt noble birth ; or noblemen 
might be defiled, and their iiluflrious families 
difgraced, by matches with mean women. 
But it was held, that, before the judgement 
paft, a woman accufing and a man accufed 
of a rape might be reconciled to each other by 
the means of a marriage, with the leave of 
the king, and with the confent of the pa^ 
rents. 
Xf. xiy. c. 7. In cafes of forgery, Glanville (ays, a dif- 
ference was made between forging a private 
or a royal charter; one convifted of the latter 
being punifhable as for treafbn (that is, with 
death)i but the puniihment for the former 
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Ibdngonly lofs of members^ as in other leffer ^QQ^ ^^j 
frauds ; yet always fubjeft to the will and plea- ^-'*rv-*-*-r 
fore of the king. He alfo remarks, that in l. xiv. c. i^ 
all cafes of felony the accufed might be bailed, 
except in homicide, where, for the greater 
terror, it was otherwife decreed by law. Yet 
eren in that cafe he might be bailed by the 
fpecial grace of the king* 

William* the Conqueror (as appears by a ^\^..^' 3* 
,c|^€f'of his ftatutes) forbad the putting to^g""' 
l^eath any perfon for any crime whatfoever ; See aifo Aimj 
but ordained tjiat the eyes of the conviftcd P^""^^ 
crimin^ll ihould be plucked out, and the feet 
or hands cuto^j or that he (hould be caftrated, 
according to the nature and degree of his of- 
fence: for which the reafon is given in the fta- 
tiite itfelf, vix, that bis mutilated trunk might 
remain a living proof of his guilts 

This charter has no date : but either this 
fbtute was pofterior to the death of Earl 
Waltheoff, who was beheaded for high trea* 
fon in the year 1075, or fome fubfequent fta- 
tute had given the king a power to make the 
punifiiment for that crime either lofs of life or 
lofs of members, at his will and difcretion* 
William Rufus unqueftionably had by law f uch 
a power : - for William de Aldney , an accom* 
plice of William de Hou, who (as I have 
£aid before) was puniflied in his members for 
having confpired againft that prince, fuffered 
death for that treafon. 

Henry the Firft made a law, that every Spelman, Co- 
perfon who was caught in ftealing or robbing y^^^^^g^^^^^ 

Vol. V. U fhouldton H. u 
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¥:ooKiv.(hoiii(l be hanged. At the iame time he 
^i^^^^ ^punUhdl coiners by the lofe of their cy& and 
F»304> 50^. caftration. 

It is fakJ, that m the latter part of his reign 
his love of <naney iftcrmed htm titlScT ix> pun^ 
offenders by amercements and mnI6is, than by 
any corporal pains. During iht Saxdn ^es thid 
h^ been the general praftice, which firft arofe 
from a prudent ddire in thfe goVdhm&eht to ftop 
by fuch compdfitions to the party oflRjhded, 
or to his family and kindred, that dtiigerous 
right which the cuftotns of aitcieht Germany^ 
and of other barbarous nations, faad given to 
particulars, a right to revenge their Wrongs 
ihemfelves by force of arms, and to carry on 
deacHy feuds from one generation to miother.. 
But, as part of the iteregeld, or compdfition 
for crimes, was paid to die king, avarice con- 
tinued in a more civilised ftate of the king- 
tdom what neceflity had eflablifhed in the rude 
beginnings of it, when the Anglo-Saxon laws 
\vcre little better in moft points thah the cuf- 
Lc/^kthel. ^^^ ^^ favages committed to writing. Yet 
ftaaC 4* under fome of their kings it appears Siat cer- 
tain crimes were capitally punifhed. By the 
laws of Athelflan, a man who confefled him- 
felf guilty of treafon againfl his lord, or whc^ 
was convided thereof by the proof of a feiple 
ordeal, was to be put to death ; and the fame 
penalty was afligned to homicide, if fo ilianl« 
P. tfj— 7a fefl that it could not be denied. In the col- 
leftion of laws, made under the reign of the 
fame king, and entitled ^udicia Gvifafis La^ 
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49ai^^ mauifeil theft, if what was ftolplj ^-fi^^OK iv. 
cecded tlj^ value of twely^ Saxon permit, ahd^ ' ^ ™ * 
the voluntary concealment of a^ known thi^^ 
and the ftanding by him or cfefendiijg UmbX 
force of arms, are declared to be offences punifli- 
able with death. Wbe^re th^ feft Was more 
doubtful, the perfon fufpeded was to be tried 
by the ocdeaU and, if convicted, was tolofe his 
life, unlefs his relatipn^ or his lord, would 
redeem bim by paying the value of his life> 
and compenfating the full price of what he 
had ftolen, and would alio become fureties for 
his foturegpod, behaviour. And, if he after- 
wards thieved, his relations were to deliver 
him up to the magiftrate, and he was to be 
put to death. By one law of this king an un- Wiikmy 
deniable theft, above; the value of twelve pence, ^' ^^^ 
bad been declared capital, if the thief was more 
than twelve years old; but he afterwards, out 
pf pity (as he fays m another ftatute), changed 
the age to fifteen. A ftatute of Edgar de-tbid^m,©.??* 
dares, that no publick or open robber, norP^'^ ^ 
any one taken in a manifeft aft of trealbn 
againft his lord, was to hope for his life at 
any price. In the conftitutions of j^EthelredP* iiri 
it is faid, that, by the law of the Northern 
Englifh, whofoever killed a man within the 
waDs of a church was to be put to death, and 
whofoever wounded one within thofe walls 
was to4ofe his hand... By other hws of that 
king, if any one fought or robbed in a royal 
city, or in the neiehbourhood thereof, he was P- "^ 
tolofe his life, unlefs the king would allow 
U z him 
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BOO K IV. him to pedecm it ; and, if any one plotted 
^ ^ ^a^ainft the life of the kinff, he thereby for- 
feited his own ; but, if the taft was rtot proved, 
he might clear himfelf of the charge by pay- 
ing the price of the king's head, (fiw eveti tbat^ 
in the laws of the Anglo-Saxons, was rtted) 
or by a triple ordeal. 
Wiikms, There is alfo a remarkable ftatute of this 

P* '^' king, with relation to the military difcipline 
of the kingdom, which fays, that if any man 
returned from any fervice to which the king 
went in pcrfon, without his leave, he (hould loic 
his life and all his goods; but, where the king 
was not prefent, fuch defertion was to be 
punifhed only by a mulft of one hundred and 
twenty (hillings. 
SccPrcfacc to Some writers fuppofe, that the Saxons di- 
Laudibus ftinguiflicd as we do between manflaughter 
L. Angi. and murder ; but of this I find no clear proof 
SccaKoCartc* j^^ ^^^ ^£ ^^^ laws. It only appears, from 

thofe before recited, that in all cales of blood, 
and other offences there mentioned, they made 
a great difference between manifeft or acknow- 
ledged guilt, and what was fo far uncertain as 
to require a trial ; which feems to imply fome 
doubt in the legiflature of the methods of 
proof then in ufe. 
Leg. Cnutl, A ftatute of Canute the Dane, when king 
6i» of England, declares, that houfebreaking, and 

burning of houfes, and open robbery, and the 
publick killing of a man, and treafon againft 
one's Iprd, are ine^iable crimes^ according to 

human 
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human laws: that is, fuch for which no^^^^iF^ 
amerceoients could be tak en^ " 

In this opinion the Norpjan kuigs of Eng- 
land concurred with their Danifh predeceflbrs, 
and carried their rigour yet further. But 
amercements were ftul ta^icen for many leffer 
offenjceis, of which I will give fome inftances 
in the reign of King Henry the Second, that 
are curjous and delcriptive of the law and 
f^ajtc of thofe times. 

Mauger le CJerc was amerced a ti"^^^^ ^e Ek^- 
Aillbgs for having caufed one man to fight qucr, c xir. 
two duels in one day; and ievefal others, 
who were with him in his court, were like- 
wife amerce^ in proportion to their means. 

The pounty of Somerfet was amerced four 
pounds w^ting a penny for having ordered a 
duel in the Hundred Court which ought tp 
have been in the County Court. 

William de Frifton was amerced ten marks 
for having taken cognizance in his court of 
9 robbery, and adjudged a duel thereupon. 
IvD the hufband of Emma was amerced fixty 
(hillings for having withdrawn from a duel 
on the day when he was to fight. Philip - 
fon of Wiard and five more were amerced 
. three marks and a half for having fufiered a 
. man, in a. trial by the fire*ordeal, to bear the 
iron, twice with only one heating. 

The town of Prefton was amerced fivc]^<^ 
marks, for having put a man to the water- * * ^* 
. ordeal without warrant ; and Roger de Chaurea 
. Jjaif a mark, for having been concerned in a 

U 3 like • 
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BOOK IV. like trial wthout view of the king's ferjciant* 
^^"""'^ ' The town of Maiden' w^s amerced mree markst 
and the mayor, or baily, five, for having 
hanged a robbep without fuch view. Stephen 
de Mereflet was amerced tWo marks, for a 
foolifh anfwer in court fpro ^hHo reponjb)^ 
Mauger de St. Albin was amerced half a mark 
for having feized a wreck without 'warraiit 
from the jufticiaiy. William, fon of Waldeff, 
was amerced five marks for rcfafing to do the 
work he owed to the king in Banburg caftle, 
Avelina de Ria Was amerced two himdred 
pounds twelve (hillings for having caufed her 
ion to be knighted while he was the king's 
ward. (This was becaufe knighthood took 
him out of wardihip; and the greatnefs of the 
amercement ftiews, that, where the king was 
concerned, fuch a fraud was efteemed a great 
pfFence.) 

'The city of Worcefter was amerced five 
jnarks, and the manor of Wikebout two, fpr 
a default of proving englefcbery^ when a mur- 
der had been committed, It will be necel&ry 
to explain what englefchery meant, being a 
,^^ remarkable circumftance in our ancient law, 
^*i?c.i']! '^^ prevent the frequent murders of the Dane^ 
"by the Englifli, the barons of England wer* 
furetiesto Canute th6 Great, upon nis fending; 
his Danilh army back to Denmark, that, wheiv 
any nerfon was murdered, he fhould be fup* 
ppfed to be a Dane 'if he was no^: proved tcr 
pe an Englifhman by his parents or kindred; 
3nd, in default of fuch proof, if the murderer 

wasj 
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was unknown^ or had made his cfcapc, the BOO K ly* 
.town(hip in which the man was ilain was to - — ^ *^^ 
be amerced for it fixty-iix marks to the )dng; 
or if, by reafon of the poverty of the town- 
Ihip, that fum could not be raifed from thence, 
it was to be paid by the hundred. This 
agreement was carried into a law; which, 
when the Normans had got poffeffion of £ng« 
land, they applied to themfelves and all the 
other foreigners who had come over with them, 
under the general name of French : but, by 
the record nere recited, it evidently appears, 
that amercements for default of provmg Englef- 
cbery were not near fo high in the times of which 
I write as under King Canute. Towns mid Ma<lar,crin 
hundreds were amerced for murders or man- 
^laughters committed therein, notwithfianding 
that the (lain was proved to be Englifh ; of 
.which numberleG inftances occur in me Rolls, 
with gre^ differences in the fums. Fromlbldon, 
fuch general amercements the lands of the ^ ^'4* 
royal demeine, andthoie holden by the queen, 
and ecclefiaftical fees, and lands in frank al- 
moigne, within the precin^s on which any 
mul^ was levied, were exempted. The like 
freedom was granted by charter from the king 
to feveral barons and lords of feigneuries; 
and fb was the privilege of having to their 
own ufe and profit the amercements incurred 
within their lordihips. 

A very fevere law was made by King Ed- Wiikin8,Lcg. 
gar agaiijft calumniators, condemning them to ^^g^> 4- 
.£av^ ^vsi tongues cut out^ or redeem them 

. ' ■ ■ U4- ■; by 
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BOOK IV. by paying the value of their lives ; (that is> 
*^ "^ ^the compenfation at which their lives were 
rated in the written laws of thofe days.) But 
the faljhooi of the report was to be proved 
by the plaintiff. And this was confirmed by 
Leg, Cnuti, King Canute. There is alfo a ftatute of Al- 
iig.uEUredi fr^^> which affigns the fame punifliment to 
188. ' l;he inventor of a public falfe report (public 

cum mendacium) : but whether by this we are 
to underftand every kind of defamation pub- 
licly ^read, or jalfe news to the prejudice of 
the government or ftate, \ am not quite cer- 
tain. From the account that is given in Glan- 
ville's booH of the criminal law in his times, 
it does not appear that thefe ftatutes were then> 
in force. 

It has been mentioned in a former, part of 
this work, that a principal branch of the king's 
incidental revenue arofe froni muHls for the 
breach of foreft laws. How high thefe fpme- 
times were, even in the reigns of good princes, 
the following inftances atteft. In the twelfth 
year of King Henry the Second the bifliop of 
^^^^^ balifbury was amerced feventy-five pounds 
feven fhillings for taking a chevereuil (or roe- 
buck) ; and in the twenty-fecond of that kmg 
Adam de ^xw% paid a hundred for a fimilar 
offence in a foreft. If we confider the value 
of money in thofe days, thefe mul^fts will ap- 
pear very grievous: but it muft be likewifc 
confidered, that Henry took them in lieu of 
the lives or the members, which the laws of 
bis predeceffors, the three firfl: Norman mo- 

narchsj 
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narchs, had declared to be forfeited by tref-^OOK vr. 
pafles of that nature. And here I would ob-^" "^""^ 
ferve, that a charter of the ftatutes of Kingv.Spclman, 
Canute the Great, relatmg to forefts, affirms, ^J^^Fo- 
that hunting in them had been reckoned among ^^*^^* 
the* greater crimes by the old Engliih cufioms 
f^ai antiquoj : and by the conftitutions there 
publifhed the killing of a flag was puniihed 
in a freeman by the lofs of his liberty, and ' 
in a flave by death. But biihops, abbots, and 
the king's barons, (or thofe who held the fame 
rank under the Daniih kings of England as 
the barons under the Norman) if guilty of kil- 
ling a flag, which thefe ftatutes denominate 
a royal wild beaft^ were to be puniflied at the 
king's difcretion. For deftroying his other 
garne very heavy amercements were laid on 
the inferior orders of freemen ; but liberty was 
given to the fpiritual and temporal nobles to 
kill any game, except the ftag. This privi- 
lege was denied by the Norman foreft laws» 
more fevere than the former ; nor did Henry 
the Second reftore it to the bifhops or tempo* 
ral lords, but only remitted to all of&nders 
in the foreft the corporal penalties which thofe 
laws had inflicted. 

' Before I go from the fubjed of legal pro- 
ceedings eftabliihed in thofe times, it will be 
proper to mention, that, even in fome civil 
iuits, the trial by duel was ufed under cer- 
t^n regulations; namely, in pleas concerning 
freeholds of hereditary land by writs of rights 
or concerning the v^arranty of fuch fi:ceholds» 

and 
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TIOOK IV> tnd others ftated hyGknvUle, .which it will not 
-be necefiary to enlarge upon here, except in 
Home ckcumftances \^ich af^ar to deferve a 
more peculiar attention. 
^i?"^*™^ In all fuch trials it was a general rule, that 
"* ^ ^* the demandant could not profecute his fnit in 
his own.perfbn, but was to do it by a cham- 
pion who coidd be a proper wxtne^ of the h& 
in difpute, from what he had heard, or had £ben : 
.whereas the defendant was permitted to chufe 
whether he would maintain his right himfelf, 
or by another fit peribn. In making his claim 
the demandant-was obliged to declare, that he 
was ready to jMrove it by his freeman^ then 
prefent ; or, in cafe that any ill fliould h^ 
pen to him, by fuch others as he then fhould 
name in court. After the duel was pledged 
the champion could not be changed, unleis 
ke who had undertaken the combat fhould die 
a natural death before the fuit was concluded; 
in which cafe it was lawful to have lecourfe 
to the others who had been named in court, 
-or even, if none had been ib named, to find 
another champion, provided he was one who 
could be a proper witnefs of the &ft to be 
tried : but, if the death of the firft had been 
jcaufed by his own fault, no other could be 
legally fubftituted to him, and the caufe which 
he fhould have maintained was loft« The 
champion on either fide might produce: in.cojurC 
iiis own legitimate fbn, to %bt in luSifiosd, 
.]mt not any other petfon. In i^eof the, death 
> of fiich champion pencfing the caufe, the def^*^ 
wdant loft his feifiQ, where the aueftion was 

about 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF KivG H E N R Y IL 299 

^boutland, but not hisfult, unlefs the cbam- BOOK nr. 
pion had died by his own fault If either party^ "^ ' 
complained that his adverfary^s champion was 
iireJ^ and offered to prove ithimfelf by com- 
bat againft him^ or by another who had feen 
the h&e taken^ the principal dud was ftopt till 
this had been fought ; *and, if the champion 
thus accufed was overcome, tbe demandant 
loft his caufe, and the champion 'was puniflied^ 
if not killed in the duel, by the fame ^nalties 
that have been before defcribed, as inflided 
on die vanquifhed and recreant champion of 
an appellant, or accufer, in a crimmal profe« 
cution. 

The right to a freehold could not be tried 
by duel, unlefs the demandant fwore, that 
his &ther or grandfadier had been feifed of it 
in demefhe, as of fee, in the time of King 
Henry the Firft, or after the coronation of 
Kin? Hepry die Second; and had received 
proms froni it to the value of five fhillings, 
at leaft, hi com ^d other produce. It is ob« 
iervable, that, not long before this time, a 
fimilar regulation had been efbblifhed in France 
pf the vdne of land, the right to which might 
be tried by the iffue of a duel. The pafBng 
over Stephen's reign in the oath above-men- 
tionfed vTas occafioned, Iprefume, by its beii^ 
fuppofed, that no poflemon acquired during 
the la^ylefs diforders and ciVil wars of that 
reign could give any valid title, if it had not 
been confirmed by the fucceeding prince. On 
the demand of a freehold made agreeably to 
^ the 



Digitized by 



Google 



30O HISTORY op the LIFE 

BOOK IV, the form before recited, the demandant's cham- 
'^'^'! ^pion was admitted to maintain his caule, 
though he had not himfeif any perfonal know- 
ledge of the fad in queftion, provided be 
could fwear, that his father, when dying, 
had injoined him, on his duty, if ever he 
(hould hear of a law fuit concerning that land, 
to atteft what his father had feen or heared, 
and prove it by combat : whereas in all other 
cafes it vrzs required that the champion ihould 
be able to fwear upon his own dired know- 
ledge; as (for example) in trying the right 
of advowfons, which was to be proved by 
the evidence of one or more legal witnefies of- 
fering to attf ft by combat, that he or they 
had feen or beared the demandant preient a 
parlbn to the living during the period pre- 
ipribed. In writs of novel diffeifin, which 
were triable alfo by combat, the limitation of 
time was after the king's laii voyage to Nor- 
mandy. 

A duel might take place between a lord and 
his tenant concerning fervicps not confefi: to 
be due by the latter, if the former could bring 
one of his peers to give teftimony, and prove 
it by combat, that he hgd feen t^e tenant, 
or his anceftors, perform thofe fervices tp 
the lord, or to his anceftors, for that fief And, 
if the tenant ^vas vanquiflied in fuch a con- 
troverfy, he forfeited his right, and that of 
bis heirs, to the ^hole fief. If, in a fuit about 
land, the demandant alledged, that it belonged 
to one lord, and the defendant affirmed, tn^t 
a it 
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it belonged to another, both lords were fum- BOQX jV, 
moned to appear in court, and if the lord of ^ ^^ 
the defendant warranted to hhn his fief, he (the 
lord) had the option^ either to take the de-» 
fence of it upon' himfelf, 6r defend it by his 
tenant; and the rights of both W6rc fecttred 
by either of thein vanquifliing the dhampion 
of the demandant : but, if either was vfln-t 
quifhed^ the tenant loft his land, and his lord 
die fervice from it. If the lord denied his war- 
ranty, the tenant might prove it by a witnefi 
duly qualified, and ready to fight in his caufe^ 
or by other fufficient evidence produced on his 
art to the fatisfaflion of the ctiurt. If the 
ord of the demandant avowed his warranty,* 
he had alfo the choice to maintain his right 
himfelf or cntrufl it to his tenant ; but if he 
denied it, the tenant, who had called him into 
court, ivas at the king's mercy for having fet 
up a falfe claim. Glanville explains what was L. be, c. 2. 
meant by being at the king's mercy fin miferi'- 
cordia regis) ^ namely, that the offender (hbuld 
be amerced by a jury of the vicinage, but fo as 
not to deprive him of an honourable main- 
tenance according to his rank. 

Debts upon mortgage Or pledges or promife, L, ii. c. 2% 
if denied, might be like wife proved by duel^ 
where the faft contefted was known to the de- 
mandant's champion. If fureties for a <-ebt 
denied their furetyfhip in the whole or in part, 
the creditor might proceed againft them by 
duel ; and fo he might againft a debtor who 
denied a deed or wrrting which acknowledged 

the 
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BOOK iv.tbe debty and the &al affixed to It, if he could 
^ ^ ^find a proper witne^ to mautain them by 
combat, Specially one whofe name was infert^. 
ed in the deed ; bu^ if othei: de^ds, proved 
to have been given, by the debtor, and evU 
dently figned with the fame feal, were pto* 
ducedf the cau& hereupon was detenmned 
agninft him without «ny further pcocefs, and 
^ was ^ the kiog^s mercy« 

By the law of^ole times, in all ^les, the 
feller and bi^ hein were obliged to Warrant 
to Uie biiyers and to his heirs, the thing ibid, 
if a fuit d]x4e about it ; and, on a denial of 
fuch warranty, a, du^l might be awarded be* 
tw^cn the two pa^^j ut^r the rules above 
mentioaed^ 

The ma^umiffion of a Villein, denied in 
court, might be proved by a duel, if one who 
was pr^ieiit at it would attef): it by combat: 
and y> ipight the f^d of certain lands having 
been granted in dower to a woman, at tlbye 
door of die church, on her niarriagei if the h^ 
of her huiband denied it« 

All this Qxews, th^t in England (however 
it might be elfewhere) thp duel was not al- 
lowed in any civil cauie, without the oath 
(dF <me proper and uncorrupted witneis^ wh|9 
would hazard his life for the truth of what 
he fwore ; nor then, if other clear and VOL-t 
queftionahle evidence could be produced. The 
intent'ioQ of it was to guard pofleifion an4 
ffOjpexty againft falfe oaths# But the remedy 
wa^ i| iad one. For a virron^l p90e^or 

might 
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tai^t frequently be {eciire^ againft a rightful MrOK nr* 
claimant, by the difficulty laid on the latter^ > ¥— '* 
to find a fit champion, who would maintaia 
his right for him with much dai^er to him- 
ielf, and i^thout any profit : or, on the otheir 
band, one of fuperior ikill dnd ftrengthmkbt 
be hired to make good a very ill-grouadai 
daim, or very un)uft ufurpation, fo fecretly 
as not to a^nit of that proof the law re* 
quired: and^ fuppofiiig it could be proved, 
the adverfe party might not dare to accufe the 
offender, at therlfkof his owalifb, or be able 
to procure another to do it on the fame hard 
conditions. 

The great force of thefe objections to this 

method of judicature did not efcape the aC« 

toition of King Henry the Second^ who, in 

every civil fuit, wherein the demandant could 

l^lly profecute his derfiand by duel, allowed 

the defendant the choice of putting bimiidf 

«i the trial of tbe grand qffife^ whicfa» Glan* Uii. & 7, 

viHe fays, was a royal benefit d^nf erred on bis 

feopk by the ckmency of that prince^ with the 

^dtitce of his nobles ; under which general word 

<the parliaments of thofe times were ufiiaUy 

defoibed. According to this regulation, whidb 

docs the greateft honour to Henry the Second, 

as a wife and humane legiilator^ the mode cf 

1>ioceedii>g in contefls on the right to a free^ 

-bold, or on rents or fervioes ^e from the 

tenant of t freehold to bis lordt was as fol^- 

^lows— A writ was firft obtained, at the fiiitc. $^g^ 

:Qf the dtfi»dant, to fiop the pril^cefs by duel ; 

I. and 
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BOO K IV. and then another was demanded, onthepdrt 
"of his adverlary, for the fummoning of fouf 
GlanviUe, knights (or military tenants) of the counter 
L ii. c. lo. and vicinage, to eleft, upon their oaths^ twclvef 
C. lu other knights of the (ame Gounty and vicinage^ 
who might bell know the truth, and who 
were to be fworn to rccognife, whether the 
demandant, or the defendant, had the beft 
right to the land, or other thing in difpute« 
This writ was direfted to the mcrifF of the 
county. To thefe jurymen the fame cxcep?* 
tions might be made as to witnefles in the cc* 
cleiiaftical courts (that is, according to tbc 
rules of the canon and civil laws). When 
twelve, ^gainft whom there was no objedion, 
were (diolen, they were fummoned to appear 
before the king, or before his juftices, in die 
C.17^ county, on a day affigned in the writ. If all 

the twelve, fo eleded, declared in courts upon 
their oaths^ that they did not know the truth 
of the matter in queftion, or if any of them 
attefted their ignorance of it, recourfe was to 
be had to others in the county, till twelve 
could be found who were able to decide k 
upon their own certain knowledge. If aH 
duagreed in their verdift, others were to be 
added, till twelve at leaft were unanimous 
for one of the two parties. «£ach of Ae 
twelve Was to fwear, diat he would not fay 
any thing whifch he knew to be &lfe^ or con* 
ceal the truth wilfully^ on the hA in difpute; 
and it was required that their. knowledge of 
it (hould be from their own eyes, or their o\to 

ea'rsi 
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ears, or the report of their jparcntt, or fuchBOOit iv. 
perfons whofe evidence they were boqnd to"" ^^^"*"*^ 
believe no leffi thaii the tefiimohy of thdjr 
6wn eyes and ears. 

It ^erefbre appeirs, that this Jury were .hot 
properly judges, but witneflb of the faft they 
were called tb determine^ and accordingly^ 
danviUe, in ilating the advantages of this L sit. c p 
method of trial over the other, fays^ that, as 
much as the credit of many proper wttnefles 
was of mord weight iii judgement than the 
credit of one withefs, £6 inuch more equitable 
was this inftitiitioh than the way cff {Proceed- 
Ukg by duel. He alfo obfdrves, that it was 
more merciful, and mor^ expeditibtis ^ the ex« 
cufcs (or ejfoignsj allowed ift this being fewer 
than in that; ot which efibigns an account is 
unneceflary here. I will dnly take notice, that, 
in mentioning the 6fFeds of the abfence of 
the parties, he fiiy^ that the jiiry in a grand 6. 16; 
affife might procted td make th^ir recognition, 
though the defendant was abfent, wnen the 
legal exceptions on his part had been made ; 
btit could not do it in the abfence of the de^ 
mandant, becaufe it w^s a rule of law, that 
by Bon-appeatance in court a ihan might lofd 
what he had, but nothing could ever bt gained 
by an abfent claimant. . 

Perjury in a jurdr Was j;ftlnifhed, 6n a legal C i^ 
conviftion, orconfeffion m court, by forfeit- 
ttfe of all his goods to the king, and a year's 
junprifonment at the leaft, with ^ perpetual 

V^u Vi X Wand 
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BOOK ry. brand of ipfamy, and incapacity of ever^bcar-*. 

ilirry:::: :' ing teftimony again in any court. 

L.xi\r. c. 18. The verdift of the jury in a grand alfifc 

^ was final ; as was alfo the decifion ot. a cauie, 

' ^* by duel in the king's court If the defendant 

chofe the latter, he could not, after the du^ 
had once been pledged^ recur ^ to the former, 
but was to anfwer the demand, in every pointp 
by himfelf or his champion. 

C 6. In a controverfy concerning the inheritance 

of a freehold, where the defendant chofe to 
put himfelf on the aflife, if the demandant al« 
ledged, that he was fprung from the fame ftock, 
and his adverfary confelTed it, the mode of ixial 
was changed, and the caufe was det;ermin?d 
by enquiring, which of them was nean^ft in ^ 
defcent to the anceftor from whom the inheri- , 
tance came. But, if the parentage was denied^ 
the relations were fummoned, and, generally, 
if they agreed in declaring the con^nguinity 
' of the parties, it ended the difpute ; but, if 
the defendant pertinacioufly contradided their 
evidence, the neighbourhood was called in, and 
their teftimony, concurring with that of the 
relations, decided the queftion. The fenae 
method was taken when the relation? difagreed 
in the teftimony they gave. If the court was 
latisfied that the plea of kindred was falfe, he 
who had ufed it to ftop the aflife loft his ' 
caufe. 

L* ii. c, I. In all proceedings concemmg the title to a 
CI I. fj-eehQid by writ of right, or mort d'anceftre^ 
or of no'oel dijfetfin^ an allegation that the land * 
a had 
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had in any manner been alienated, cither for^c>OK iv^ 
a time or for ever, was fufficient to flop diis ^^ "^ 
fpepies of trial, and put the defendant on an- 
other kind of proof. But, on the other hand, 
the king's charter, confirming the poffeffion* 
or a find concord, made upon it in the king*$^ 
court, or judgement paft in anycourt, or a guie^ 
tus obtained j or villenage, or bafl:ardy, proved 
againft the demandant, was a bar to his.claim^ 
So was Ijkewife a "proof that he had been in 
rebellion againfl: the king; which feems 9 
ftrange' obje(^ion, if the guilt of fuch rebel- 
lion had before been pardoned. 

A minor could lofp no hereditary land, of L- a^iii. c, 13J 
which he was in pofleffion, before he attained'^ '^' 
to his age of majority ; but a recognition 
might be made, wnether his father, or other 
anceftor, had held the land in fee, or. only in. 
wardfhlp. If the nonage was difputed, the. 
fheriff was to fummon, Jiot; twelve, but eight 
jurymen, lawful freeholders of the vicinage, , 
to enquire into that faft. On writs, of mort^^ «> 3> 7t 
d'ancejlre^ or of novel d^^ifiriy thejury fum- 
moned were not knights, but freeholders of the 
vicinage, good anld kwful men : nor were tliey 
ch'ofen by four knights, (or. military tenants), 
as in the caufes before-mentioned; but were 
nanaed by the flierifF. The fame method of C- 14* 
fummons , was alfo uled in enquiring, whe- 
ther land held by the anceftor of a minor was 
held in fee or in wardfhip ; and concerning . 
the laft prefentation to livings, and whether ^-'Q* 21, 27^ 
Xz land ^9, 30. 
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BOO K iv. latid appertained to a lay fee or the church, or 

^ was hdd as a pledge, and not in fee* 

Wilkifii, But, though the firft introduftion of triak 

£eff Badeari ^^ juries m caufes of this nature, which bc- 

Suppicm^' fore had been tried by duel, is afcribed to 

turn. Henry the Second, and may well be efteemed 

a principal glory of his reign, fomc veftigcs 

of that method of trial appear amon^ the 

Anglo-Saxons. A ftatute of Edgar dire£b, 

that in every city three and thirty men, and 

in fmall towns and hundreds twelve, or more, 

if defired, fhould be eleded to give teftimony 

fad tejiimomumj . This feems to have been 

a ftanding jury appointed for the recognition 

of fafts within theur own knowledge. 

spc^Tu Giofl; By a law of King Ethelrcd pleas were to 

jvRATA. 1^ YxtXdi in every wapentake, and twelve fenior 

thanes were to fwear, together with the pra- 

fofittu or chief magiftrate of the diftrift, that 

they would not condemn any innocent man, 

Diflcrt. Ejttft. nor acquit any guilty one. Dr* Hickes in- 

g* AJ: deed contends, that thefe were not a jury, but 

(u^r ^' judges or afTeflbrs : neverthelefs Sir H. Spd- 

man coniiders them as a jury, and gives this 

law as a proof of the antiquity of that method 

of judicature in England. But it muft be re^^ 

marked, that from the words of the ftatute, 

they appear to have judged or delivered thei;* 

piiTert. Ip((t verdid in criminal matters alone. Hickes ob- 

p! il'jV ^^^ ^^ V^^^l^ ^t ^J differed much 
from the juries in Henry the Second's time, 
which were otherwife chofen, and changed in 
every cau&. He likewile fliews, that all the 

freenm^ 
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frMmen in the Anglo-Saxon county courts, bookiv. 
not twelve feleft jurors, determined thc^ ^^~*^ 
caufes tried there ; of which he rives prooi^, 
10 fome remarkable cafes^ even after the con- 
queft. And Spelman himfelf fays, that the Gloff Ji^^a* 
ufc of trials by twelve men before the con-.^'^' 
queft was rare, and did not prevail, in any 
great degree, till the reign of Henry the Se* 
cond. 

It appears from Bra^on, that, in the times Braaon^LUi. 
when bs wrote, a perfbn accufed of felony, ^^ ,3 7g?* 
or any other crime, had the chcMce of being ' 
tried, either by duel againft the appellant who 
accufed him, or by Bis country. But Glan-- 
ville mentions no fuch option in criminal 
matters; and from his treatife it feems, that 
this benefit, granted by Henry the Second's 
affife, extended only to civil caufes enumerated 
therein* 

Bradon alfo takes notice, that if in a ca(eC. tu 
of felony or breach of the peace, the appellant 
did not live to profecute his appeal, or re- 
traded it, or was ftopt by fome exception 
againft him, the acciifed perlon was not fireed 
thereby from the charge, but was to an- 
swer to the king for tne offence againft him 
in breaking his peace, and to be tried by the 
country: for, by duel, he could not, becauje 
the king did not combat e^ and bad no cbampton 
to maintain his caufe but the country. Whereas 
it appears, that, when Glanville*s treatife was 
written, if a criminal caufe could not be pro«- 
ibcuted by duel, recourie was had to the or- 

X5 deals 
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BOOK iV'dc^ls of fire and water; which having been 
^ laid afide when Brafton wrote, the determina- 
tion by the country was fuliftituted to it. In 
defcribing the proceedings fcefore the itinerant 
Bra6ton, judges, this latter author fays, that out of 
Lhi. c. X. every hundred four knights were elefted, who 
were fworn to eleft twelve other knights, or 
(if no fuch could be found) twelve 'free and 
lawful men, who were fwom to anfwer truly 
to what queftions ihould be aflced of them by 
the itinerant judges on the part of the king, 
• and faithfully to perform what thefe fliould 
command in the king's name, to the utmofl: 
of their power. After which the feveral arti- 
cles concerning the pleas of the crown, upon 
which they were to anf^ver, were read over to 
them, and they had fecret injunftions to ap- 
prehend all perfons fufoefted of any crimes in 
the hundred or wapentake, to which tKey be- 
longed ; or, if they could not do it, to give 
the names of the perfons lying under I'uch 
fiifpiciori to ' the (IrerifF of the county, that 
he might apprehend them in order to a trial. 
This jury, with refpeft to the mode of elec- 
tion, refembled that defcribed in the treatife of 
Glanville for the trial of civil tuits ; but it 
feems to have been conftituted not to try ^ny 
caiife, but to accufe and to bring malefeftors 
to-jufticd. 'A^'jiiry of fwelve lawful' men of 
Glanville, t!ie Vicinage js alfo mentioned by Glanville, as 
being ufedjnhis time to ma^e inquiiidon and 
proof, upoii their baths^ whether a perfgn h^i 
died'inrx^e.criine of ulury : for wlijcjii, when fo 

' ^ * ' proved, 
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proved, his goods and chattels, wherefoeverBOOKiV* 
found, were forfeited to the king, and his land^^ "^^ 
of inheritance to the lord, or lords, of whom 
he held. But no ufurer, though accufed by 
public fame in his country, could be tried, 
during his life, for that offence ; it being prer 
lumed he might repent before his death ; which 
if he did, his land and goods were faved. This 
was a Angular part of the law of thofe times ; 
and Glanville fpeaks of the jury employed in Glanviiie, 
this inqueft as making others for the crown i^' ^"*' ^' 
but he does not fay what they were. I pre- 
fume they were fuch as arofe from accufations, 
not made by appeal, but by indidment oq. 
the ground of public fame, which are men- 
tioned by Brafton as ufual iniiis time. He like-BraaoD,l,iii. 
wife fpeaks of four townfhips being added, on^' *"• 
thefe occafions, to the jury of twelve men; and 
fays, they were all fworn to tell the truth on 
the matters laid to the charge of the perfons 
fo accufed, and that their verdid was final. 
Whatever difference may have been, at ditfer- 
ent times, in the methods of proceeding, whe- 
ther judgement was given by all the free- 
holders who aitcnded in court, or by a felcft 
number, and however that number may oc- 
cafionally have varied, the right eon-firmed by 
Magna Charta, that every freeman Jhall Be tried 
by /be judgement of his peers, was n ery ancient 
in England; 

Appeals were made, by writs of right, from Glanville, 
the courts of barons and lords of manors to'-^*^- ^' ^ 
Vol. V. , X 4 the 
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Book iv.th^ county court, on complaitit of a defe£l of 

"^ jullicc, which was to be proved by the oaths 

of the plaintiff himfclf and two otherls who 

had feen or heard the proceedmgs, in the pre- 

fcnce of four legal knights, or more, of the 

county,, whom the flienff, wlio prefided in the 

county court, was to fummon. Suits were 

likewife transferred from the above-mentioned 

Glanville, courts to this, on complaint of the v-aflah, that 

kqueiiu ad ^^^^ ^^^^^ demanded of them fuch cuftoms or 

2u ferviees as they by right were not bound to, 

or more fervice than Vas due, and fot various 

other caufes, which it would be toe tedious 

to enumerate here. From the county court, 

C. I. in fome cafes, fuits were brought to the king's 

court, at the mediation of the county court 

itfelf fmediante comitatu^ lays Glanville). 

L. viii. c, II. By the fame authority we are told, that if, 

in, the court of any of the king's barons, there 

fliould arife fuch a doubt concerning a caufe, 

as that the court fhould not be able to decide 

it, the king was obliged, by the right he owed 

to his barons, ^to let the caufe be brought into 

his court, and give the baron to whom the 

difficulty occurred the affiftance and advice of 

the learned and fkilfiil judges there ; which 

having obtained, he (the baron) might return 

the caufe back again, to be finally determined 

in his own court. 

This was, doubtlefs, of great ufe to the juf- 
tice of thofe coiu-ts, where, without fuch af- 
fiftance, the ignorance of the judges would 

have 
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hare frequently prejudiced the right of theBOOi IV, 
fuitors. ^ ^ 

Sir Matthew Hale has ofaferved, in a paf- 
(age before-cited, that a writ oj^ falje judgement 
was often brought, in the tunes ot which I 
write, before the king or his chief juftice^ 
9gauifl: the inferior rural courts; and^ if the 
complaint was found juft, the members of thofe 
courts were confideniUy amerced* (Which 
glfo appears by the RoUs.^ But fuch amerce-* 
ments were not all they had to fear : for Glan-ofaaTiOe^ 
ville fays, that a court accufed of having i^^*** 91 
jud£;ed £dfely (that is, not agreeably to the 
evince given), was bound to m^ntain its 
judgement by duel, on the appeal of the party 
who conceived himielf to be injured; yet not 
ugainfl him, but his champion, who in this (as 
in all the cafes before-mendoned) was required 
to be one that could properly be admitted as a 
witnefs of the fa£t GlanviUe makes it a quei^ 
tion, whether the court could defend its.caufe 
by a (banger, which he does not quite deny, 
but iays it was moft properly to be done hy the 
perfon who had given the judgement, jf the 
court was convided, the lord thereof loft for 
ever bis right to hold it, befides being amerced, 
with all the other members of it, according 
to his and thrir means. If the plaintiff £uled 
in his proof he loft his fuit, though the judge* 
ment complained of had been only with r^;ar4 
tq ibme incidental point* 

Befidet 
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»e<ML -fV. Befides the above-mentioned trials by com- 
"^ ^ bat before die kmg's juftices, there were others 
be&re the conftable and the mapfliaU which 
lycare graitfed for purgation tf military honour^ 
pr when ibe appeal ^as upon matter difgracc^ 
jid or SJboTww^Ie to noiiHty (as Ml-.Sei4m 
eaqirtfles bcmfelf in his treatHe De Dueth). 

The rprocediogs in this court, which was 
calied the court of chhralry^ and judged by the 
kMT jof arras, are beft fliewn by a forma- 
hsy drawn up in the reign of Richaf d die 
Second, and preiibated to that kiBg> according 
to his orders, fay his uncle Thomas de Wood- 

^^ ftodc; which Spelraan, in bis Gloffary, has 
given at large* It contains the whole code of 
ddis kind ^ junfprudence, unknown to the 
Greeks or the Rcmians, and arifing from notions 
that did not exift among them. Thomas da 
WoodAock ctxnpoied it, not merely frona 
his own obiervation or knowledge, but from 
the report of the oldefi and mofi es[perience<l 
knights in the En^ih court at that Xxtbt^ 
He &ys, that the power of appointing thefe 
OExnhats, whkh were only granted whaor other 
proof was wanting, belonged to the conftable, 
*f vkar-^geTferal u God and the bing. On the 
day afligncd, the king hirafelf was to be ptc-r 
icnt ip die lifts, feated upon a high thfonc^ 
cm the loweft fiep of which iat the conftable 
and the marflial, asjudgesof thecoust. Thefb 
afterwards received the oaths of the parties, 
whereby, among other things, they fwore, 

(bat 



Digitized by 



Google 



o? Kir^a HENRY IL 315 

that they had m Jlone of virtue^ nor herb ofROOK IV. 
^irtucy nor charm of any kind^ to' help them '^ 
in the combat. The offenfive arms, which the 
court permitted them .to uie, were long and 
fhort fwords, aiid daggers : the dofenfive were 
left to their choice. The king (and he alone) 
might part the combatants, ai^d put ^ end to the 
combat, which otherwife could only be ended 
by the death of one of the parties, or jbis yielding 
himfelf vanquiflied : nor were any champions 
aUowed in any of the trials before this court, 
from which, rather than from thofe iu tl;ie 
ordioary courts of law, the modem aiftom of 
duelling, ^r the reparation of honour^ appear? 
to have Iprung; as other courts of the fame 
nature were eftabliflied in France, and many 
Other parts of Europe. Bpt thefe comjb^ts had 
tlie f^nftion of a leg^ authority, which the 
modern duels have not ; and this ^enpfit arofe 
from them, that they prevented the mifchiefs 
of private revenge for thpfc injuries, or pfiences, 
which affefted the honour of the nobles and 
gentry, and kept a form of public juftice and pub- 
lic magiftracy prefiding over the efFe^s pf fuch 
quarrels, which could not eafily have been ^opt 
by any other means. They likeyvife helped 
to fupport the martial fpirit of chivalry, which 
the law and policy of tho(e times c^wuraged, 
for good purpofes, in thofe orders of men, to 
^yhonl the ddfence ai^d glory of the natiop 
were principally entrufled. The ufe* of them 
%Vas brought into England by the Normans,, 
who, in the countries, from whence they qri-- 
ginally came, had been long accuftomed to 
% them, 
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BOO K IV^ thcm, as appears from the ancient kws of the 
^^ ^^""""^ people of Scandinavia, collected by Stiemhook 
L.1. c. 7. m his treatife de jure Sueonum it Gotborum 
b^^^ ffift.^^'^^' and from other authorities. But, be- 
ef the Emp. fides points of honour, and difputes about coats 
^^^"^•^•j of arms (which were alfo tried in this court), 
\^%!^ ' ' it had cognizance of appeals for treafons com- 
mitted beyond iea, which Mr. Selden obfia^es, 
Pe DueOo. in his treatife on this fubjeft, were remeislefi 
by the old cuftom of England. Thefe appeals 
Spdmam were decided, as the others were, by duel, be- 
t^^ ^ tween the accufer and accufed. The vancjuUhed 
party (as we leam from the authority of 
Thomas dc Woodftock, befi>re cited) was, by 
the cuftom of the court, to be ftript of his 
arms in the lifts, and dragged out of them by 
horfes to the place of punifliment, and there 
beheaded and hanged $ the conftable giving the 
order, and the marfhal taking care ot the ex^ 
cution thereof. 

This was different from the practice in trials 
by appeals for the fame ofience of high treafon 
before the king's juftices, in which tne appel- 
lant, if vanquimed, was not punifhed by death; 
and Thomas de Woodftock obferves, that no 
diftindion was made here between the accufer 
and acaifed, becauje (fays he) tbf rules of right 
and equity and the law of arms require^ that 
the appellant^ if vanquijhed^ Jhoula incur tie 
fame punijbment as the defendant would do in 
the fame fiate. He adds, that, if the king 
fliould take the quarrel into his own hands, 
fmd ftop the combat in ordq: to command an 

a^eement 
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agreement between the two parties, the con* BOO K m 

fbble and the marfliall were to bring them be-^ 

fore him j and, when he had declared his will 

tp them, they were to be led by thofe officers 

to another part of the liib, armed as before 

this arreftf and in the fame manner condu£led 

out of the lifts, with great care that neither of 

them ihould go on^ ftep before the other^ be« 

caiife, in this and in all the other caufes here 

tried, he who went firft out of the lifts was 

diftionoured. 

More particulars might be mentioned con- 
cernipg thefe proceedings 1 but it is enough tp 
add here, that this court having encroached 09 
the other courts of the kingdom, it was de- 
clared, on the grievous complaint of the com- 
mons, by an ad: of the thirteenth of Richard 
the Second, that no caufe which could be tried 
hy the cotmnon law of England Jhould be triable 
there I within which bounds, I conceive, it ha^ 
becQ kept in the ase of which I write. 

Before I concluae this accoimt of the cri- 
minal law of England in the reign of Henry 
the Second, it wifi be proper to mentbn, thatMkdar, Hift. 
^erc is, in the fecond year of that king, a^f^E***^ 
i£ft>urfement of thirteen (hillings and fourj]^!-.^** 
pence fet down in the accounts of the (herifTM^* Rou 
of London, for the purchafe of a houfe to * ''^ '^^ 
bum a robber in (pro und domo ad comburen-^ 
dum unum latronem). 

It is ftrange that a houfe ihould be wanted 

for this purpofe, inftead of a pile of fiM^ots; 

nor does it appear from any other evidence^ 

4 that 



Digitized by 



Google 



3i« HlSTOkY OP THE LIFE 

BOOK ly. that burning was then the punifliment of a 
^ ^robber: yet it might be inflidled by the kingV 
fpecial order, on account of particular circum- 
ftances of guilt in the cafe of this mAn s per- 
haps becaufe he had fet fire to a houfe, with 
intention to rob it, and had burnt the people 
in it. For the lex talionis was anciently efteem- 
cd in this kingdom a" ^ood* rule of Juftice; 
and it was one of the taults of the Englifii 
conftitu'tioh, during the reign of this prince, 
that penalties were uncertain and variable at 
his plekfuVe, But it is worthy df notice, that 
neither iri the records nor the hiftories of thofe' 
times do we find the leaft trace of torture 
having beeh'ufed for the difcovery of bigh^ 
treafon, or any otiier crime, before judgement 
was given,' or afterwards, for the purpofe of 
forcirig a cohfeflion from the perfori convidied. 

Of the judicature of parliament, and how it 
was exercifed in the trial of a peer, fome ac- 
count has been given in relating tRe proceed-' 
ings agairtft Anfelm and Becket. It is often 
fb confounded, by the writers of thbfe days, 
with that of the "king's colirti as' to make it 
hard to'difttnjgdifli the one from the other," or 
kiioW: the'feparat^ bounds of each. Th? king 
(kr in bothi and beared caufes'; but in the cafes 
above-mentioned, where the profecution was' 
crimihal, aridatthefuit of the crown, he did 
not give judgement. It fecms that in others' 
he did, conjointly with the peers, or the judges 
of his coiir't. The general cuftom of thofe 
times fot kings to adminifter juftice to their 

people 
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poD^e 10 their own pedbns migbt have fome^QQ ^ ^f 
good effeA$ for the jM^otcftion of weak agacnft^ ^ 
ppwerftil fubieds; but not being well confif*^ 
tent with toe freedom and impartiality of . 
ji^dkial proceedings, it has becw wifely laid 
aiSde^ and the fovereign is fuppofed in all his. 
courts of juftice to aft by his judges, who ex-' 
ercifib his power according to tho laws,- and- 
according to their oQthsi 

During the interval between ihc |»r}iam6iit< 
of Clarendon and that of Northampton ,^Henry» 
the Second tnada a law^ which def(?rvcs to te 
mentioned svith ' particular v pr£lfe^^among the^ 
rawy beneficent aftsof his reigna It has foeen^ 
f^id^ in & forjneripatt of: this: v(^ork, thacthis 
prince hitdy- fbon^aftechis coming to the crown, 
revived a ftatuteof his. grandfather Henry the- 
Flrit^ wdiicheiiaded^ thatif^ outiofoir^ wRck ) 
on his coafis, one man had efcaped alive to- 
(hore, the whole cargo (hould be (aved to the 
benefit of the owners. He now further ex-^^^^Pg^** 
tended the humanity of this law, declaring/** " 
that if on the coafts of the Englifh fea, or, 
oC -P^itou, ..or of the Me of Oleron, or of* 
Gafcony, any-fliip (hould be diftrcft-or en- 
dangered, and no man efcape from thence alive^ 
yet if any 6ea/l fhould efcape, or be found 
therein alive, the goods fliould be put by his 
bailiffs, or the bailiffs of thofe on whofe lands 
the fhips was driven, into the cuftody of four 
men of good repute, to be reflored to the 
owners, if claimed by them within the term 
of three momhs. This was publifhed^ as an 

aft 
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BOOK IV.aft of grace from the crown, in the form ot 
^ ^ "^a royal charter, which the reader may fee m 
the Appendix to this book, tranfcribed from 
% u p. 36. Rymer's coUeftions. I conjedure that die 
leafbn why wrecks on the coafts of Normandy 
and Bretagne are not mentioned therein, was^ 
that thefe were included in the general defcrip« 
tion of tbi coa/is of the Englijhfeas: or, that 
a law to this purpofe had been made before m 
thofe comitries. In the preamble it is iaid, 
tiiat the king had granted this boony^r tbi 
fahation ^ bisfoul^ ^mi tbefnds of bts ancef^ 
tors and heirs. It was indeed a £ur more meri« 
torious and iahitary work, than the pilgrim- 
8^ he made, about the fame time, to Bret's 
tomb, or the ftripes be endured, or the gifb 
he o&red there. The beft atonement a kii^ 
can make finr fin b the doing of good to maii« 
kind. 



Bndoftbe FomtTH Book of the Hi/ioryijfibt 
JJff of King HSNKT the Second. 
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NOTES 

O N T H E 

FOURTH B O O K 

O F T H B 

Life of King Henry the Second* 

PAGE II. r% gave ou^ thai fucb miracles^^^ ^ ^^ 
were wrought by the inter cejfwn of this martyr^^^^"'^, 

and faint ^ as equalledy or even exceeded^ the great^ 

contained in the legends of the church. 

Gcrvaie, of Canterbury, fays, that two volumes Col. hi;* 
of miracles, performed by the dead archbilhop,^^^^^^"* 
were extant at Chrift Church in Canterbury when ^"P*^*^* 
he wrote, and affirms, that th^y equalled all tjbpfc 
of the Gofpel. In proof of which he tells us, tlut 
not only difcafes ,of all kinds were healed by th^ 
invocation of his name, but members cut oflF and 
eyes pulled out were reftored to the bodies from 
which they had been fep^rated, and the dead were 
raifed to life. " Ad invocatiomm ncminis ejus qualibet 
^' infirmitute gravati convaluerunt. ^ibufdam etiam 
^^ genitalibus cbfcijfis et oculis effhffis nova membra 
** refiituity aliifque morte jam * depofitd vitam re* * Q^depojttls. 
'* donavity To which Matthew Paris adds, 
that he ajfo reftored life to. dead byds and 
other animals : " Et non folum utriufque fext^ ho- Hift. Anglla^ 
** ndnesj verum etiam aves et animalia de morte repa^ ?• '*^» 
" rantur ad vitam.'* This, I prefume, be did, at 

Vol. Y. Y ^ idle 
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NOTES ON THE LIFE 

idle times, for amufemenr.. But we are informed 
by Gcrvafe of Canterbury, ** that a pricft at Lon- 
^' don, named William, was ftruck dumb on the 
•' feaft of St. Stephen, the proto-martyr, and, by 
*• a vifion, was ordered, for the recovery of his 
*• fpcech, to viGt the body of the new martyr ac 
^' Canterbury, and drink his blood. He did fo, and 
*' recovered the perfeft ufc of his tongue : on the 
*^ fame of which miracle, the martyr's blood, 
'^ mixt with water, was fent over the whole world, 
*' and given to the lick, who by drinking it were 
** reftored to health ; as, moreover, fomc dead per- 
*' fons were to life^ by having it infufed into their 
•• mouths.** 

Nor arc we to fuppofe that thcfe teftimonies of 
the fandity of Becket were only received by the 
vulgar. The archbifhop of Sens, in a letter to the 
pope, delivered topofterity by Roger de Hoveden, 
told his Holinefs very gravely, that the wax-lights, 
which were placed about the corpfe of Becket 
before his interment, happening to go out in the 
night, he rofe up, and lighted them again him- 
felf ; and that, after his obfequies were perfarmed 
by the monks, as he lay upon his bier, he lifted 
up his right hand, and gave his benediftion to all 
the aflembly there prefent. One is afhamed to re* 
peat all the (hocking abfurdicies, which the zealots 
of thofe times were not a/hamed to afcribe to the 
power and wifdom of God, operating, as they pre* 
tended, to the honour of this prelate, whom, on 
she report of bis great and innumerable miracles^ and 
on a folemn examination of them by two cardinal &- 
gates (as the words of the bull itfclf declare) Pope 
Alexander fainted. But, in an age of fuch edy 
and implicit faith, it is no wonder that his Holi- 
nefs (however incredulous he himfelf may have 
been) (houkl vouch for the truth of thefe ridiculous 

fidions> 
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fiftions, feeing that the controverfy between the BOOK i\^. 

church and the crown would more eafily be deter- ^' v \ 

mined, to the advantage of the church, by the 
credit given to them, than by any other means. 
" Who but a Damcniack (fays John of Salisbury in Epift. Joh. 
one of his letters) ** tosH affirm that the caufty which S^nfb. 287, 
*' crowned its patron with fo much glory ^ was unjuft ?** 
But befidesthe general intcrcft of the fee of Kome, 
Alexander had another which was perfonal to him- 
fclf. It is very well obferved in the fame letter, 
** that whereas many doubted whether Jkxander was 
** the true pope . or not, the miracles of Becket decided 
** that quejtion in his favour \ as they could not have 
" been done by one engaged in afchifm.** This argu- 
ment was conclufive ; and therefore John of Sa- 
lisbury not unreafonably exprcffes the utmoft fur- 
prife, *' that his Holinefs Jhould fo long delay to ad-^ 
** mit Becket into the catalogue of faints.'^ How- 
ever, the delay was not long : for the canonization 
followed the death of that prelate within the period 
of two years. Nevcrthelefs we are told, that in Du. MouUn> 
lefs than half a century after his deceafe,' it was Hift, de 
publicly difputed in the univerfity of Paris, whe.^^™-P'38a» 
ther his foul was favied or damned. And the 
French at this time would do well to confider, what 
would become of the rights of their monarchy, or 
of the liberties of the Gallican church, if they 
ought, as good Catholics, to venerate Becket, as a 
faint and a martyn The points for which he con- 
tended were no lefs inconfiftent with many of thefe 
than with the laws of this realm : nor could any 
man now in France maintain with impunity the 
do<Strines and principles aflcrted in his letters, 
which are evidently thofe of Gregory the feventh, 
with refpett to the extent of the papal authority, 
and the total independence of the church on the 
ftate. It was his zeal for this fyftcm, moft intem- 
Y 2 perately 
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BOOK IV.pcratcly exerted, which occafioned his death: and 

'^ V ^allowing the pope to be, as he is ftiled by forae ca- 

nonifts, God upon earthy of that God this great pre- 
late was unqueftionably the martyr ; but (however 
he might hereir^ deceive himfelf) the whole feries 
of the conteft between him and his fovereign unde- 
niably proves, that he did not fuffer for Chrift, 
or any article of the faith delivered in the gofpeh 

P. ly* The very UaAied hijhcp S tilling fleet has fuffi- 
ciently flytivrty that the f falter of Cajhel is of no 
better credit^ as to the account which it gives of the 
high antiquities of the Irifh^ than the Britijh r^ 
fnance abovementioned. 

The compiler of this book was Cormac Mac Cu- 
linan, bilhop of Calhel in Munfter, who left it by 
his will to that fee, as containing the mod valuable 
hiflorical monuments and records of his country. 
He was alfo king of Munfter, and exercifed jointly 
the regal and the epifcopal funftions. His pricft- 
hood did not prevent him from fighting in perfon at 
the head of his army, not againft the public enemies 
of his country and religion, the Oftmen, but 
againft his fovereign. Flan Sionna, fupremc mo- 
narch of Ireland, by whofe forces, and by thofe of 
the kings of Leinfter and Conaught, he was van- 
quifhed and flain, in the year nine hundred and 
feven, after a moil bloody conteft. 

P. 20. No notice is taken of them undir that appeUa- 
tion in Ftolomrfs map of Ireland^ though he men- 
iiohs the Concani^ a Celtic people of Spain^ as then 
fettled in that ifle. 

The Concani came into Ireland from Cantabria 
or Gallitia^ and to thefe Camden adds, on the 
authority of Orofius, the Velabri and Luceni (or 
Luccnfii) of Gailitia, as feated in Weft Munfter, 

(Sec 
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(See Camden's Britannia, Ireland.) Horace men- BOOK IV. 
tions the Conc^i as equally favage with the Britons^ 
in his time. 

P. 21. For in Spain were no Druids^ that order 
having only obtained an efiahlijhment in the Britifh 
ijles and in Gauly which laft country received it (as 
C^far tells us) from Britain. 
The Celtic religion was much the fame in all 
places, where it had not been altered by an inter- 
courfe with the Greeks or other neighbouring na- 
tions : but the Druidical hierarchy, and the feveral 
inftitutions peculiar to that priefthood, do not ap- 
pear to have been fettled in any part of Europe 
except thofe above-mentioned. Gasfar's teftimony 
on that matter cannot, I think, be difputed, confi- 
dering how inqulfitive that great man was, and what 
opportunities of information he had, during his 
long abode in Gaul. See, with regard to this 
point. Dr. Borlafe's very learned and fagacious ob- 
fcrvations on the Antiquities of the County of 
Cornwall, chapters iii, iv. v. vi, 

P. 25. And in the ufual courfe of things ^ Ireland ^ 

befide the chief monarchy who governed the whole 

ijlandy had five provincial kings y &c. 

It muft be underftood, that when one of thefc 

five provincial kings obtained the monarchy or 

fovercignty of the whole ifland, he continued, as 

before, to govern his own realm, according to the 

laws and cudoms thereof; in like manner as an 

cleftor of Bavaria, chofen emperor of Germany, 

would continue to govern his eledtorate; which 

province would be lubjeft to the Imperial crown 

and the laws of the empire, neither more nor Icfs 

than it was before that event. 

Y 3 P 27. 
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BOOK IV, p^ 2^^ 5-^^ ^^^i revenues of the monarchy after this 
^ alienation^ confijted, in tributes^ not of money j but 

cattle^ and other neceffaries of life^ paid to him in 
kind. The inferior kings had fuch tributes which 
their fubjeSls paid to them^ &c. 
L,x.p.423. Dr, Warner has given us, in his Eiiftory of 
Ireland, from the book of rights of Munfier^ wbicb^ 
Dr. Raymond lays, is the oldejl book of hijlory extant 
next the Greek and Roman^ the amount of the reve- 
nue fcnt every year to the palace of Kincora in that 
province, viz. fourteen hundred and fifty oxen, 
three thoufand fix hundred and fifty cows, four 
thoufand eight hundred hogs, two thoufand fix 
hundred wethers, one hundred horfes, and eleven 
hundred and fifty mantles; befides contributions 
of men and (hips from the Oftmcn. But I neither 
warrant to the reader the authenticity of this book. 
Ibidem, nor another account in Dn Warner's Hiftory of 
the provifions fent to Brian Boro, as monarch of 
ail Ireland, from three provinces of that ifland, 
viz. two thoufand fix hundred and feventy oxen, 
one thoufand three hundred and feventy hogs, one 
hundred and eighty tons of iron, three hundred 
and twenty- five hoglheads of claret from the Danes 
of Limerick, one hundred and fifty pipes of other 
wine of various forts from the Danes of Dublin, 
and five hundred mantles from the county of Tir* 
connel, 

p. 32. Bede before him had faid^ that a colowf out of 

Ireland^ the proper country of the Scots, had 

come into Britain^ under the conduS of Rbeuda^ 

from whom they were called Dalreudini. 

♦ Stt Intro. py reading a book lately publiftied on * Britifh 

Hmonor^''^°^ Irilh Antiquities by Mr. Macpherfon-, lam 

Great Britaiu induced to confider the authority of Bede on this 

matter 
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matter as more doubtful than I had thought it be- BO OK IV* 
fore, and to affirm nothing with certainty concern- ^^~rrv-—^ 

■ • . rv'Ai^ . t> • • anaXrcland* 

ing the migration of Inlh Scots into Britain. y^y james 

The Irfi or Britifh language fpoken in the Scotch Macphcrfon, 
Highlands and fome of the Scotch Weftem Ifles^E^q* 
gives that very ingenious gentleman, by whom it 
is well underftood, a great advantage on thefe fub- 
jefts over all other criticks who only underftand 
Greek and Latin, in which he is alfo well fkilled. 
I therefore leave the whole controverfy about this 
dark part of the Scotch and Irifh antiquities to 
thofe of the two nations who are mailers of the 
Janguage that was common to both* Nor do I pre- 
tend to decide, 'whether the Piffs were a race of 
old unconquered Britons remaining in Caledonia, or 
retiring into the eaftern parts of that country from 
other fouthern diftrifts, and retaining there the an- 
tient cuftom of painting their bodies, when the 
more civilized Britons had left it off, or were a 
different people, as is fuppofed by Bede and many 
good modern writers. 

That the Caledonians were efteemed the bravefl: 
people in Britain, at the time when Tacitus wrote, 
his tejdimony proves : but whether they were (as 
that fagacious hiftorian conjectures) a colony of 
Germans, or a diviGon of thofe Gauls who6rft in- 
habited this ifley it is hard to determine. They 
might come from fome part of the fea-coaft of 
Germany, and yet fpeak the Gallic language : for 
Caelar tells us, that, in ancient times, many colonies 
went out of Gaul into Germany ; and Monfieur 
Pelloutier, who has written an excellent treatife on 
the migrations and manners of the antient Celts, , 
finds many Celtic words in the German or Teu- 
tonic, which language he well underftood. That 
the northern coafts of Ireland were firft peopled 
from Caledonia can hardly be doubted* 

y 4 p. 40. 
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BOOK IV.p, 40. The particulars of ibis baUU are fo differeui^ 
related^ that no certain account can be given of it 
here. 

Some fay that Bryan Boro commanded in it him« 
felf, and was vidorious, but died foon afterwards 
of a wound he had received in the adion. Others 
tell us that the Oftmen, who were beginning to 
give way, recovered their fainting courage upon 
feeing him fall, and defeated the Irilh : while fome 
affirm, that his age difabling him from afting at 
the head of his army, he gave up the condu& of 
ic to Friiice Murtogh his fon, and was killed in his 
tent by a party of the Oftmen, who were flying 
from the batik, in which they had been van^ 
quiihed. But this laft account appears extremely 
improbable*, as the tent of a king is feldom left 
without a guard, nor do routed foldiers fly into 
an enemy's camp. A ftrangc ftory is alfo tdd, 
by fome of the Irifli writers, of the manner m 
which Murtogh, the fon of Brian, was (lain. 
They fay, that a fon of the king of Denmark 
lay wounded upon the field of battle, and implored 
the help of that prince, who was riding over it in 
purfuit of the army he had routed ; whereupon he 
difmountedt and giving his hand to the Dane, was 
dabbed by him to the heart. But fuch perfidy, 
and fuch enormous ingratitude, where no perfonal 
caufe of malice, or inftigation to revenge for pri- 
vate injuries, could exiil, fcarce belong to human 
nature ; and it is more credible that this tale was 
invented by the Irifli in hatred to the Danes, 

p. 42, The information be foan gained of tbe weak 
condition of Ireland made bim bops to add that to 
bis other acquiftiionsy and this hope was to bim a 
fupcient caufe of war^ &c. 

If 
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If wc may believe the Chronicle of Man, pub- BOOK IV. 
liflicd by Camden at the end of his Britannia, this ^ v * 
prince, having gained the dominion of that ifle 
and the weftern ides of Scotland, fent a pair of his 
fliocs fo king Morrogh O Brian, fupreme monarch 
of Ireland, and commanded him to carry them, as 
a (ign of fubjedion, in preience of the embafladors 
who brought him this meffage, through all the 
rooms of his palace, on the next Chriftmas-day. 
The court of O Brian exprefled a proper indigna- 
tion at fo arrogant a demand ; but he told them, 
that rmber tbcm Magnus Jbould ravage a Jingle pro- 
vince in Ireland f he would not onfyfubmit to carry ^ but 
alfo to eat bisjboes. Accordingly he performed this 
new fpecies of homage, and having honourably 
entertained the Norwegian embalTadors, fent them 
back to their mafter with many prefents for him, 
and made with him a league of friend(hip. But 
they, at their return, defcribing to that prince the 
fertility and beauty of the country, into which he 
had fent them, he coveted to poiTefs it, and at* 
tempting the conqueft of it periflied in the manner 
here related. 

If there be truth in this ftory, the tamenefs of 
O Brian, in fubmitting to the infolence of fo op* 
probrious a meffage, muft be chiefly imputed to an 
eager defire of lubduing his cotppetitor, David 
O Lachluin, by the affiftance of Magnus, But it 
does not feem very credible, and no mention is 
made of it in the Irifh annals of chofe times. 

P. 55. And Bernard fays^ that, when be firjl went 
into Conaught^ be found tbe people of tbat country 
. more barbarous than oMy be bad everfeen elfewhere^ 
being Cbrifiians only in name, hut in reality bca- 
thensy and beajis ratber than men ; Jhat they paid 
no tytbes nor firfi- fruits^ contracted no lawful mar- 
riages^ 
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BO o K IV. riages^ made no confeffions^ fubmiited to no penances^ 

^ ^ ^ &c. 

Some of thefe charges againft the people of 
Conaughc are proofs of their not being then Ro- 
man Catholicks, but not of their being bad Chrif- 
tians. Yet the account given of them in this 
paffagc by Bernard was in other refpefts too well 
founded, and corroborates what is faid of the bar- 
barifm of the Irifh by Giraldus Cambrenfis : for, 
though Conaught was the mod favage part of their 
ifland, yet (excepting the diftrifis then poffeffed by 
the Oftmen) the reft of the country could not boaft 
of much greater refinements, or of much better 
morals; the faults of the government, and the ge- 
neral cuftoms of the nation^ being the fame in 
them all. 

Ibidem. But tbat^ hy the care of this prelate^ a great 
change was foon effeSed in all tbefe particulars. 
V.S*Bcr- In dcfcribing this change Bernard ufes this ex- 

i^St^ prcflion, " Fiunt dc medio barbaricae leges, Ro- 
Malaclia. " man^ introducuntur/' It may be doubted whe- 
Epifc. Ber- ther here by leges Romana be meant the civil laws or 
^di opera, ^^ canon. But the following words fcem to fix the 
« 1036?^* fenfe to the latter. " Recipiuntur ubique ecclefiajtic^ 
*' confuetudines^ contrarias rejiciuntur." Perhaps the 
epithet Romance included both ; as we find it does 
in other writings of the fame age. In order to enable 
Malachy to bring about this converfion of the Iri(h 
to the difcipline and canoifc of Rome, Bernard af- 
firms, that he had received the power of working 
miracles in as eminent a degree as any of the an- 
tient faints of the church. " Quo enim antiquo- 
*' rum genere miraculorum Malachias non claruit ? 
** Si bene advertimus pauca ipfa qua^ di6ta funt, 
•' non propbetia dtfuit ilti^ non revelatio^ non ultio 
•* impiorumy non gratia fanitatumj non mutatio men^ 

•* tium^ 
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*^ iiumy nondenique mortuorum fufcitatio** One pf BOOK IV, 
thefe miracles was the punifliment, by fudden 
death, of a man^ whom the faint could not 
convince of the realprefence in the facrament. Sec 
p. 1950. But, that the reader may judge of the 
credit due to the relator of thefe wonderful works^ 
I (hall tranfcribe an account he gives of two, that 
were performed in an oratory built by Malachy, 
p. 1944. *^ Muliertotis diflblutamembris, plauf- 
** tro vcda illuc, pedibus fuis remeavit domum, 
^* una duntaxat node non fruftra in loco fando 
^^ prxftolata mifericordiam domini. Alia quse- 
^^idarn ibidem pernodabat in oratione, quam forte 
** reperiens folam homo barbarus, accenfus libi- 
^^ dine, et fui minime compos, irruit rabiofus in 
*• illam, Converfa ilia et trcmefada fufpiciens 
'' advertit hominem plenum diabolico fpiritu. 
*< Heus tu, inquit, mifer, quid agis ? confidera 
*• ubi es, reverere hsec fanda, defer Deo, defer 
'' fervo tpJiuSj Malachi^^ parce et tibi ipfi. Non 
<^ deftitit ille furiis agitatus iniquis. £t ecce fquod 
*^ horribile didu eft) venenatum et tumidum animal 
** quod bufonem vacant^ vifum eft reptans exire de 
** inter femora mulieris. Quid plura ? terrefaSus 
** reftliit homoy et datis faltibus continua de oratorio 
** exiliit. Ille confufus receffit, et ilia intafta re- 
^^ manfit, magno quidem et Dei tniraculo, et merits 
" Malachi^:' 

What muft one think of all the legends, on 
which the church of Rome has built her faith in 
the faints (he has canonized, when he who tells us 
fo ferioudy this ridiculous tale, for the edification of 
the faithful and for the honour of St. Malachy^ is no 
lefs a perfonage than St. Bernard, one of the ora* 
cles of that church ! But that the bigotry of thofe 
times ihould receive even thefe fables with a pious 
veneration, when told by learned monks and found- 
ers 
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BOOK IV.crs of orders, is not half fo furprifing, as that in 

^ the prefent age, and in a country fo enlightened as 

England, the miracles of Becket, as incredible as 

thofe of Malachy, and reported by writers whom no 

papift will think of greater authority than St. Ber- 

See PhiHpps's nard, (hould be Rill urged as an undeniable proof 

LifeofCardi-of the fandtitv of hiscaufe. 
nalPole. ^ 

P. 59, ^o. Moreover Giraldus Camhrenjts^ in reckon-* 
ing up the claims which Henry had to Irelandy men^ 
tions thisgrsnt of Adrian^ &c. 
Among thefe are fome fables, for which Giral- 
dus cites the Britifli hiftory, meaning Ncnnius and 
GeofFry of Monmouth. But (what is much more 
furprifing) the Irifli parliament, in an aft of the 
eleventh year of Elizabeth, fcflT. 3. for the attain- 
der of Shane Oneile, has recourfe to the fame 
fables to prove her Majefty's title to the dominion 
of Ulfter fuperior to his. I will tranfcribe the 
Sec IrifliSta- words as they (land in the aft itfclf. "And 
^^iJ°^' ^' " therefore may it pleafe your moft excellent ma* 
P*3?»f329' «jcftie to be advertifcd, that the auncient chroni* 
" cles of this realm, written both in the Latin, 
*^ Englifh, and Irifh tongues, alledge fundry aun- 
^ cient titles for the kings of England to this land 
^ of Ireland. And firlt, that at the beginning* 
" afore the comming of Iriflimen into the fayd 
*' land, thf'y were dwelling in a Province of Spain, 
^ called Bifcaon, whereof Bayon was a member, 
" and the chief citie. And that at the fayd Irifli- 
^ mens comming into Ireland, one king Gur- 
" monde, fonne to the noble king Bclin, king of 
^ Great Britame, which now is called England, 
" was lord of Bayon, as many of his fucceflTours 
^ were to the time of king Henry the tcond, firft 
^* conquerour of this realm, and therefore the Ir'-Jh- 
" menjkould be the king of Kngknd's people^ and Ire- 

" land^ 
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«« land. Another title is, that at the fame timcBOOK IV. 

*^ that Irilhmen came out of Bifcay as exiled per* 

** fons in fixtie (hips, they met with the fame king 

** Gurmonde upon the fea, at the yles of Orcadc^^ 

•* then comming from Denmark with great vidory, 

^^ their captaines called Hiberus and Hermon, 

^^ went to this king, and him told the caufe of their 

'^ coming out of Bifcay, and him prayed widi 

^^ great inftance, that he would graunt unto them^ 

«* that they might inhabit fomc land in the Weft. 

** The king at the laft, by advife of his counfel, 

^^ graunted them Ireland to inhabit^ and afligned 

•* unto them -guides for the fea to bring them tbi- 

^* thcr ; and therefore (bey Jhould and ought to be the 

** king of England's men.'* 

Ibidem. Jnd it appears from the words of John of 
Salisbury himfelf whom Henry employed im this 
bufinefs^ that his preten/ton was founded on the 
forged donation of Confiantine to Pofe Sylvefter 
thefecond. 

The wwds are tbefe. ^^ Ad preccs mcas illuftri 
*' rcgi Anglorum Henrico fecundo (Adrianus) coii- 
^*.cepit et dedit Hyberniam jure haejec^tario poffi- 
^^ dendam, iicut literal ipfiusteftantur in bodiernum 
*' diem. IJam omnes infulas dejure antifUOy ex dona^ 
*^ tione Conjlantiniy qui earn fundavit ac dotavtt^ di^ 
•^ cuntur ad eccleftam Romanam pertinereJ' 

p. 64* She made a donation of fixty ounces ^f goid 
for the good of her fouU and gave a golden chalice^ 
for the altar of the blcfftd Virgin^ with many other 
rich giftSy to the abbey of Drogbeda^ &c. 
The g-ld, which it appears, by this and other 
pafTages in the hiftory of thofc times, the princes 
of Ireland then poflcfled, was the produce of their 
commerce with the Oftmen inhabiting their princi- 
pal 
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BOOK IV. pal cities, who purchafcd with it their cattle and 
'other commodities which their country aSbrded« 
Dr. Warner has given us, in his hiftory of Ireland, 
the will of Cormac king of Munfter and bilhop of 
Cafhel, in which (as that writer fays) his legacies 
to abbeys and religious houfes are thus enumerated: 
^* An ounce of gold, an ounce of filver, his horfe 
^^ and furniture to Ard-6nnan ; a gold and filver 
" chalice and veftment of filk to Lifmore ; a gold 
** and filver chalice, four ounces of gold and five 
** of filver to Cafhell -, three ounces of gold and a 
^* mafs-book to Emly; an ounce of gold and an 
** ounce of filver to Glendalach ; a horfe and furni- 
♦* ture, an ounce of gold, and an embroidered veft- 
** ment to Kildare, three ounces of gold to Inifca- 
** thy, three ounces of gold, an embroidered veft- 
•• ment, and his bleflSng to Mountgaret, and four 
*' and twenty ounces of gold and filver to Ar- 
*^ magh ; befides legacies to his fiiends, amongft 
^^ which was a golden chain, and a royal robe em- 
** broidered with gold and jewels." On which the 
Dr. remarks, *• That if ^t confider the exceflivc 
♦♦ fcarcity of gold and filver in thofc times, com- 
«• pared with their infinite profufion at prefent, 
^^ thefe were not inconfiderable trifling bcnefaftions 
•* for a provincial king." But he does not tell us 
that he ever faw this will, or on what authority he 
admitt it as a genuine record. 

P. 70, 71. Fery early in tbefpring be fent Maurice 
Regan^ bis interpreter andfecretaryy &c. 
There is in the Lambeth library a manufcript 
poem, in old French or Norman verfe, on the fub- 
yedi of Dermod's expulfion from his kingdom, 
and recovering it by the aid of the Englilh and 
Welfh, which was written by fome Englifii or 
Norman rhymer of that age, from tbe mmtb of 

^ this 
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iins Maurice Regan^ as we are told by the author at BOOK IV. 
the beginning of liis work. ^^ ^ ' 

** Per fon demeine latinier 
" Qe moi ccnta de Juy Thiftoirc 
*^ Dunt far ici la memoire* 
" Morice Regan iert ccluy 
'^ Buche a bucbeparla a luy 
** Ki cetjeft indita. 
*' L'hiftoire de luy me moftra. 
** Icil Morice iert latinier 
. •' Al Rei Dormot, ki moult voucher.** 

I have (hewn thefe lines in the Lambeth manu- 
fcript to a learned critic in the old French or Norman 
language, who fays, thsit demeine latinier Rgnifies fa^ 
miHarem grammaticum. Some writers have rendered 
latinier (or latifpter, as it is in other copies) by the 
"Word interpreter, and others by the word fecre- 
tary ; both which fenfes it will bear. In another 
line of the fame poem Regan is called Bachiler del 
Rei Dermoid The perfon I confulted underftands 
the word iert to fignify etoit in modern French. 
He alfo reads ces geftes inftead of cesjeft^ as it ftands 
in the Lambeth manufcript. Ki is the old way of 
writing ^/, and out of writing eut. It muft be 
likewife obferved that monjira Vhifioire does not 
neceffarily mean, in the ftriA fenfe of the word, 
that he Jhewed a written hiftory, but may fignify 
that he inftruded him in the hiftory of thefe fafbs 
by a verbal relation, which agrees better with the 
two preceding lines. 

Some hiftorians have cited this poem as the work 
of Maurice Regan himfelf, ii^hich is evidently a 
miftake^ and others have fuppofed it a tranflation 
into verfe of a hiftory written by him in profe : 
-but^ that be ever bad publilhed or compoied fuch a 

hiftory. 
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BOOKIVjhiftory, I cannot difcovcr. No notice is taken of 
^ ' ^ ''it by Giraldus CambrenGs, or any writer of that 
age; nor does it appear that any copy^ or authentic 
tranfcript of it, has been ever feen fince that time* A 
profe tranflation of the poem into the Englifli lan- 
guage was made by Sir George Carevr^ lx>rd Pre* 
adent of Munfter, during his refidence there, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth^ and has been pub- 
lilhed by Mr. Harris among his Hibertdcs^ in the 
year 1747, with explanatory notes. In the tran- 
flator's preface the verfes above recited are given 
from another manufcript copy, but ftill more in- 
correftly than in that which I have followed. Both 
of them fcem to want mending. I cannot think that 
this rhyming chronicle, drawn from a verbal rcla-* 
tion, imperfe<5Uy recolleded, and mixed with other 
hearfays, picked up, we know not how or from 
whom, is of equal credit with the hiftory of Gi* 
raldus Cambrenfis, whofe near kinfmen were adors, 
and principal actors, in moft of the fads he re* 
lates ; efpecially, as that hiftorian himielf after* 
wards went into Ireland, and from the time he 
ftaid there had opportunities of hearing the Irifh 
accounts, as well as the Englifli, of all thofe re- 
cent tranfadHons. In his Topograpbia Hiberm£^ 
we find, indeed, many idle and incredible tales, 
for which he himfelf makes excufes ; but in his 
hiftory of the conqueft of Ireland by the EngliOi 
he proceeded on l>ecter information. The greater 
part of that work is fcnfibly written 5 nor does he 
any where more extol the valour of his country- 
men in the adions of this war, or more depretiace the 
Irifli, than the writer of the poem above-mentioned. 
I have therefore thought it reafonable to prefer bis 
authority to that of the poem in moft points oi 
importance, where they cannot be reconciled, the 
one to the other. But I have added from the 
5 latter 
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kltcr fome particukifs which the former docs not BOOK TA 
contradidt, and which fccm not unworthy of be-^ ' * ^ 
lief. 

As for what bad paft in' Ireland during the timea 
that I write of, before the Englifh adventurers in 
Dcrmod's fervice went thither, the beft aUthoritict 
for it are the Annals of Ireland, compiled by con- 
temporary writers, with extrads of which, tranfla-^ 
ted from the original Iritb^ I have been favoured 
by a gentleman well (killed in that language, 
Charles OConor, Efq; who with the noble Irifli 
blood which flows in his veins has naturally inhe- 
rited a paffionate love for tbs honour of his coua-^ 
try, and therefore willingly affifts in any underta- 
king that may render the hiftory of it more known 
and more complete. The difagreement of the 
poem above-mentioned with thefe annals, in very 
material fads, is another proof that it could not 
be written by Regan, or from any memoirs com<^ 
pofed by him. It appears from them, that the 
rape of Devorgalla by Dcrmod was fifteen years 
before the ezpulfion of that king, when the lady 
was in the fiower of her youth and beauty, and 
Dermod not too old to be her lover : but the poem, 
luppofes this event to have happened a little before 
his expulfion, when (according to the annals) he 
was approaching to the 70th year of his age. Gi- 
raldus Cambrenfis has fallen into the fame error : 
but no native of Ireland could have been guilty of 
it, and much lefs the fccretary of Dermod. There 
are other fuch miftakes, and particularly fome in 
the geography of the country, which demonftrate 
this poem to have been written by a foreigner, and 
from loofe accounts, not delivered, revifed, or 
correfted, by any of the Irifli. 

The annals I have followed are,^ like our Saxon 
annals, very (hort, jejune^ and dry j but they throw 

Vol. Y. 2 light 
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BOOK IV. light on fome fisifU^ and correal great inacuracies in 
^* — i^— ^ our Englifii hiftorians with relation to the ftatc of 
Irilh aflfairs preceding the arrival of Fitzftepheo in 
Ireland ; nor have they any mixture of thofe incre- 
dible fables, with which the former parts of the 
biftory of that nation are generally filled. Mr. 
OConor diftinguifbes them by the following names, 
The Donegal Annals, or of the Four Mafters, 
continued. The Annals of Clonmacnofe, or Cm* 
tinuation of Tigernacb. 

?• 73. Harvey tf Mount Maurice^ Strof^iaufs toh 
cle^ was deputed iy thai krd^ &c. 
The iiame of this gentleman in the books and 
charters of thofe times, which are written in Laun, 
is Herveius de Monte Martfco. Mr. Carte, on the 
credit of a modern French Genealogy, has tranfla- 
ted it Momorency ; but I (ee no grounds for de- 
riving the one from the other. Perhaps de Monte 
Marifco (houk) be rendered de Mont Marijque ; but 
Mont- Maurice, or Mount- Maurice, actording to 
the EnglHh fpelling, has been the ufuat tranfhu 
tion. 

P. 77. Dermod prevniled an Fitz/lepben to continue tbit 
war by repeated enpeditionsj till bating received in* 
telUgence^ that tbe wbole Irijh nation j under tbe 
crikrs of Roderick OConor^ tbeir fovereign^ was 
now arming againfi bim, be granted a peace to tbe 
prince of OJfory, &c. 

Thohiftorical poem,, of which mention has been 
made in a former note to this book, fays nothing of 
this peaoe, nor of the fubfequent negociations with 
Fitz^pben and Oermod, on the part of the king of 
Conaught, which I have given an account of, from 
the contemporary Wftory of Giraldus Cambrenfis. 
But it mentions an expedition againftan Irilh chief* 

fain 
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tain who had revolted fi-om Dcfthod, atom which^^^^ ^^* 
Giraidu) is filent. The particulars are not worth ^ 
repeating here, as that lord made no rcfiftance, but 
fufFered his country to be pillaged without defence. 
We have likewife in that poem an account of i 
fecond incurfion into Offory, before the arrival of 
Maurice Fitzgerald at Wexford, which tells us, 
that in aflfaultihg a fortified pafs of that country^ 
the men of Wexford, to whom theattack was firffi 
afllgned, though they went on with much courage, 
were yet rcpulfcd by the enemy three days fuccef- 
iively ; after which it was attackt by the Englilh 
and Welib, who put the Irifh to flight. Probably 
this a£bion is included in the fhort and getieral rela<» 
tion which Giraldus makes of the war againft the 
prince of Oflbry, c. 4, 5. 1. i. 

P. 8 1. Tbefe thoughts he (Dermod) confided to Fitzftt" 
phen and Fitzgerald^ who advifed bim^ as the onfy 
means of fuccefs in Jo arduous a defign^ to renew hii 
applications to the earl of Penibrokcy &c. 
Giraldus Cambrenfis adds, that he offered to 
cither of thefe gentlemen his daughter Eva in mal-- 
riage, with the fucceflion to his kingdom, which 
could not be accepted, as both of them were mar- 
ried. But itfeems incredible, that this circumftance 
ihould have been then unknown to Dermod. 

P. 90. But that monarchy injiead of caufing (as 

he ought to have done) fome other prince of the royal 

- boufe of Meath to be regularly eleSed, made QRuark 

a temporary adfniniftrahr of the eajiernpart of that 

province^ and retained the weftern hifnfeif 

Giraldus Cambrertfis, and other Englifh hifto- 

Hans, who wrote in thofe times, call ORuark King 

cf Meathy not diftinguilhing this temporaty admi- 

jiiftration (which the Irifli annalifts tcJi us was 

f . . • Z a givca 
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BOOK IV. given to him before, and continued fi>mc time after 

V 'v ^ 3ic coming of the Englifli into Leinfter) from the 

royalty of Meath, which ORuark could not take 
by the Iri(h conftiiution and fundamental laws, be* 
caufe he was not of the family to which the eleftion 
of a king of that realm had been confined. Our 
writers ^ooetimes call him Rex Monoculus Mid^t^ 
becaufe he had but one eye. His name is fome- 
times written ORouark, or ORorick ; but in this 
and other Iri(h names I follow the orthography of 
Mr. OConor. f 

p. 96. Few were favei\ the Englijh cavalry inier* 
ceptwg their flighty and an Irijh chief tain^ or prince^ 
voho ha f given hqftages to the governor^ joining in 
the purfuit with all his clan. 
cf "^v?M^^' The hiftorical poem, cited in a foregoing note, 
Ss reiSrn." ^*y^» ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Cogan, before the aaion 
began, addrefled the Iriib chieftain, here men« 
tioncd, in thefc words ; " If you perform what I 
" require of you, I will reftore to you your hof- 
** tages fafe and free : but you muft firft take an 
♦* oath, that, when the enemy and we (hall fight^ 
*' you and your men will ftand in fome convenient 
" place, where you may behold our aftions as neu- 
'* trals ; and, if you fliall fee chat they faint and fly 
" before us, help us to kill them ; but if we, like 
^^ cowards, turn our backs, and are purfued, kill 
'' as many of us as you can, that we may not die 
** by their hands/* The author adds that, here- 
upon, the Irifli chief took the oath, and polling 
bimfelf near the wall with a body of his people, as 
foon as he faw the Norwegians routed and flyings 
eagerly followed the chace, and flew as many of 
them as the weapons of his men could reach. But 
of this very extraordinary fpecch and oath nothing 
is faid by Giraldus Cambrenfis^ or in the Irifh annals. 
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?. 97. this hlHkade, wbicb eH^ifefy prevented the BOOK IV. 

imf^iation of any proviJi&nSf bad continued almofi^ >* ' 

ttvo mtmtbs^ &€• 

The hiftdrical poetfi oa the fubjeft of this war V. Hams't 
(an account of which has been given in fome for- H»^>«r'^<^ 
mer notds to this book) fays, that Slrongbow, in-^' *^* *** 
duced by the danger he was in of perifhing by fa- 
mine, fent Lawrence OTool, the archbiSiop of 
Dublin, to negotiate with Roderick, and offer . 
that king, if he would raife his fiege, to hold 
Leinfter% as his vaflal, by homage and fealty ; 
which Roderick proudly refufing, and in/ifting, 
chat the earl fhould give up all his conquefts^ 
and with all his forces leave Ireland at a day 
affigned to him, Milo de Cogan propofed that 
defperate fiilly, which prefendy afterwards raiicd 
the fiege. But Gifaldus Cambrenfis (whofe au- 
thority I greatly prefer to that of this unknown 
rhynier, for reafons before given) fays nothing of 
this ofer. 

P. 100.. On bis feutf be voasjiopt^ in tbe country of 

Idrone^ at a narrow pafs^ which ORyMi the petty 

prince of that diftri£i^ had fazed and fortified. 

We are told by Stanihurft, in his book de Rebus 

in Hibemia gejiis^ 1. iv. p, 171, 172, that, in one 

Qf thefe anions againft the Iriffa, Strongbow with 

his own hand, in the prefence and view of his 

army, flew his only fon, a youth of about fixtcen 

years old, who at the head of a troop of horfe had 

charged the enemy, and, finding they did not give 

way, returned back with his men to the body of 

the army, commanded by his father. In proof of 

this the biltorian alledges two monuments in a 

church at Dublin, one of Strongbow, on which is 

. Z J a marble 
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BOO K IV. a marble ftatuc of that carl; and another of his 
'-"" ^ ^fon, on the left-hand of the carPs, which has alfo 
upon it an image, reprefcnting that youth, holding 
up, with both his hands, his entrails, wbieh feem 
falling out. Thcfe figures (Stanihurft tells us) by 
the fall of p;itrt of the church,' in the year 1566, 
were much defaced, but repaired, and beautified by 
ordjcr of Sir Henry Sidney, who. was then lord 
lieutenant of Irelaod. Another modern hiftorian 
of the fame country fay a, that pn the tomb of the 
fpn thefe verfes were engraved : 

^f Nate ingrafSy mibi pugnan^i ^^a de^fti ; 

?* Non mihiy fed genti^ regno guoque^ terga dedifti^ 

At what *iime; thfife ts^p monuments were firft fet 

upwe'arfencjt tdld*; but Sunihurft fpcaks of them 

fie^Haomcr, ^ aucicnt,; and adds, thaj the faft was omnium Jer* 

?46?*^'^'* mone celeh^iffimum' To me it feems, thap the ftory 

was mere^5 traditional, and thap, withopt much 

enquiry iptp the truib» the fon-s ftatu^ was ereftccj 

by fome q£ the. Englifh at Dublin, in the attitude 

here dcfcribc^ : for there is not the lead mcntjpii 

, of it in Giraldiis Cambrenfis, or any contemporary 

writer ; and it is hardty\pdffib)e that they all (hould 

have omitted to take notice of fo. remarkable 4 

fad, which, if it b^d really happened, cquld be 

no fccret. * . • . 

, . "« 
P. 102. On receiving this meffage^ be turned tf/ide} 
from fVenfordy and went to Wat^ford^ &c. n 
In the hiftorical poem beforc-meqtioned ap ac- 
count is given of fome matters, tranfa6ted between 
Strongbow's arrival at Waterfprd and his going 
into England, of which np mention is made in Gi- 
raidus Cambrenfis or in the Irifh annals* I will 
deliver it to the reader as tranflatcd into Epgliib 
S<5^ Harrises pfofe by Sir, George C^irew. ^* The earl was no 
piberoica, p. u fooneF comc to ihc ciiy, but a meflcnger from 
'^ ^*r ^ Parian, 
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^* OBriaa^ king of Limerick, repaired unto him BOOK IV* 

** from his mafter, praying him with all his forces ^ ^ 

•* to nurch into Oflbry againft Donald, that com* 

*' men enemy {viz. Donald king or prince of 

^* Offoryj, The caufe of friendlhfp between the 

^^ earl and OBrian was, that OBrian had married 

•* one of the daughters of Dermod, king of Lein- 

** fter, and half fitter to the earl's wife. Unto the 

^' mcfl&ge the earl made anfwer, that he would 

** fatisfy OBrian's requeft; and they met at Idough, 

*^ and, being joined, their forces were two thou- 

*' fand ftrong. Donald, fearing the approach of 

^' his enemies, fent to the earl to defire him that 

** he might have a fafeguard to come unto him, 

^^ and that he doubted not but to give him fatisfac- 

•* tion. The requeft was granted, and Maurice de 

•* Prendergaft was fent for him i but he, for the 

•-' more fccurity, obtained the words of the earl 

^< and OBrian, and the oaths of all the chieftains 

^' of the army, that the king of Oflbry fhould 

^^ come and return in fafety ; which done, he went 

** to Donald, and within a few hours he brought 

^ him to the camp, in the prefence of all the army» 

V The carl and OBrian charged him with divers 

^* tceafons and pradices, which he had attempted 

^' againft his lord, the king of Leinfter deceafed i 

*> and OBrian and all the captains difallowing 

^ of his excufes counfelled the earl to hang 

<< him ; and OBrian, without delay, commanded 

«^ his men to harafs and fpoil Donald's country, 

** which willingly they performed. Maurice Dc 

*^ Prendergaft, mifliking thefe proceedings, and 

«f feeing the danger the king of Oflbry was in, pre- 

*^ fently mounted on his horfe, commanded his 

«* company to do the likc^ and faid, " My lordj, 

^ what do you mean to do V^ and turning to the 

••captains he told them, that they diflionoured 

, Z 4 thcmfelvcs. 
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BOOK IV. w thetnfclvcs, and that they had falfificd their feithi 
^ ^ ^f< unto him : tnd fwarc by tte crofs of his fword, 
^^ that no man there that day ihould dare lay hand$ 
f < on the king of Oflbry ^ whereupon the eaH^ 
<^ having fenfe of hi$ honour, and calling to min4 
f f how far it was engaged, delivered Donald unto 
*^ Maurice, commanding him to fee him fafely 
•* conveyed unto his men. Upon the way, in their 
*' return, they encountered OBrian's men, Jadci> 
f ^ with the fpoils of OflWry. Prendergaft charged 
^* theqi, flaying nine or ten of thefe freebooter^ : 
f^ and having brought Donald to hi$ men, lodged 
^* with him that night in the woods, and the next 
.^* morning returned to the earl.** 

What credit this ftpry, unfupportcd by the tcfti? 
mony of any other writer, may be thought to de- 
ferve, I cannot tdl ; but it is not improbable, and 
(fuppofing it true) does very great honour to Mau? 
rice de Prendergaft. 
. Wp learn from tjie fame authority, that fomc 
^ g '^^*^^» time before this, in thjc year 1169, Maurice ^ 
^ • •' prendergaft, having had a quarrel with Dermod^ 
in whofe fervice he then ww, entered into that of 
this Donald, prince of Oflbry, and led away with 
bim two hundred foldjers, at the head of whom he 
ferved the latter againft the king of Leinlier, and 
againft OMore, lord of Leix, which territory con- 
tained a great part of that province now called the 
f^en's County. He forced OMore to fubmi^ 
and give hofiages to Donald ^ but afterwards was 
obliged by Dermod and the Englifti, whofe aflif- 
tancc OMore had fccretly implored, to retire out of 
Leix ; and, at his return into Oifory, he and al) 
|iis Wellh band would have been treacheroufly mur- 
jdered by the people of that country for the fake of 
itheir fpoils, and to fave the wages due to them, if 
Ppnald had not preferved them, by refuflng his 
* ' ' aflcnc 
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^flcnt to fo viHanoos a dcfign. It fecms he defired BO OK IV. 

that they fhould ftay in his fcrvicc; but, they re-^ >' ^ 

folving to return immediately into Wales, his 

fubjefts refumed their ill intentions againft them, 

und way<^laid them in a pafs between Kilkenny and 

Waterford with two thoufand men, of which Pren-» 

dergaft having fortunately received information, he 

efcapcd the danger, by pretending to make a new 

s^eement, that he and his men would ferve the 

prince of Oflbry fome months longer; on the news 

of which the ambufcade abandoned the pafs, and 

the Welfli, by a midnight march, got fafe into ' } 

Waterford, and from thence into Wales, out of 

which Prendergaft afterwards returned into Ire-^ 

]and. He now repaid Donald, for having pro* 

tested him as far a$ he could -againft the perfidy of 

his people, by guarding him in the iTianner abort-* 

related. 

The poem adds, that after the return of that P. 14. 
prince, OBrian went back to Limerick, and the 
carl of Pembroke to Fernes, where he remained 
eight days, in which time Murrogh OByrne, who 
ever-more had been a traitor ro king Dermod, was 
brought prifoner to him, and was immediately be- 
headed, and his body was caft to the dogs^ 
and with him a fon of Paniel Kavenagh. But 
at the fame time the earl gave to Donald Kave- 
fiagh, the fon of Dermod, lands in Leinfter, and 
to another Irishman, who had dcierved well 
of him, the country of Kenfelagh^ I thought 
k worth while to mention theie circumftances 
from this anonymous writer, yet obferving, that 
Sir James Ware takes no notice of either of 
(hefe grants (probably becaule he did not find any 
mthentick proof of them) though he tranfcribes 
from this poem feveral other grants there men- 
tioned^ for what reafon this i/fMe account of 

Prpndcrgaft'^ 
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BOO K lY^ PfC^dergaft^s adventures (if wc fiippofc it true) 
* ^^""^^is^omittcd io the hiftory of the conqueft of Ire- 
land by Giraldus Cambrenfis, ic is hard to con- 
ceive. I will only add, that the prince of Oflbry, 
here called Donald» and whofe furname was Fitz- 
patrick, in the Irilh annals is called Donchad 

P. 102, log. HiSdfo^ and found bim at Niwnbam 
in Glouc(fterJbirey preparing to pafs^ voitb an ^arwt/^ 
into Ireland. 

Gervale of Canterbury ftys^ that common report 
(tftfiMir«} afligned three reafons for this expedition of the 
king into Ireland. One was, that the kings and 
people of that ifland had fent embaflfadors to im- 
plore him to come to their afliftance againfl the 
faoftilities of the earl of Pembroke, and to <ake 
upon him&lf the dominion of Ireland : another 
was, that the faid earl had offered to hold hts ac- 
tjuiGcions under hjm ; and the third was, that he 
might more eafily avoid, or be le(s expofed to, the 
ill effeds of a fencence of interdid, if any fuch 
ihould be pronogr\ced : which this author con- 
V.Chron. ccivcs to have been his principal motive. The 6rft 
Sr^t/ir '^^ ^hcf<^ fuppofed reafons would, if the faft bad 
coL 1419, been true, be very important, with rcrpcft to tee 
i4^<x foundation of Henry's title to Ireland ; bur, as 00 

mention is made of it in any record of that time, 
or in the hiftory of this tranfai^ion by Giraldua 
Cambrenfis, I judge it to be a falfe report. Nor 
can I think that the fear of a fentence of interdift 
being laid on his kingdom would have induced bind 
to quit it; but, on the contrary, I prefume it 
would have been a ftrong reafon for his delaying 
this enterprize till that danger was over, if he had 
feally feared it, which he did not at this time* The 
fair opportunity which offered itlelf to him, of ac- 
quiring to his cro>vi\ the dominion of Ireland) and 

the 
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the danger of leaving it in the earl of Pembroke's BOOK IV/ 

poflelfion, indcpcodcBt on that crowni were thc^^ "* — T' 

only real motives of this undertaking. 

P. 107. Having tbusfei;ured all behind bim^ hefaiUi 
from Milford Hamn^ wi/b bis army^ to Inland^ 
and after a profp^ous voyage landed mar Water- 
ford^ on tbe feaft of St. Lukej in the yoar ekvem 
. bundred^nd feventyom. 

Since the priming of this book, an Irifh re-^»?^4^«^4 

cord, of the fourth of Edward the Second, hairia'cSJ^^ 

been communicated to me, in which it is let fortb^iii Turr. Be^ 

that a particular family of the Oftmen of Water<»i 

ford, defcended from a chief natned Gerald * Mjtc«i 

gillemory, having clainied a right to be governol 

by the Englilh laws, derived to them from a chai^ 

ter granted to their anceftors by king Henry tho 

Second, an inquiGtion was ordered, and it wai 

found by a iury, that, on Henry's approach to 

Watcrford, Reginald Macgillemory, an Qftman of 

great power in that coi)rHy,and wl|o had Iwds on 

the coaft adjoining to^ the city, drew three chains 

acrofs the harbour, to Hop the king and his fleet 

from entering into it : but the (hips broke the 

chains, and the king, as ibon as he landed, appre-. 

bended this Reginald and all his adherents, tried 

them in bis own court, and condemned them to be 

hanged as rebels againft him, which fentence was 

immediately executed upon them. The fame jury 

jikewife found, that he expelled from the city all 

the Oftmen, except one of the family of Macgil-^ 

lemory,' whofe Chriftian name was Gerald, and 

who, becaufe he had be(en always faithful to the 

£ngli(b, was fuSered to remain in a tower which 

* Macgittemoiy 18 evidently an Iriih nam^ and l|ow it cama 
|9 \)^ gi^en to afi Oflioao I oaaipot tell. 

bclong?4 
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EOOK nr. bfeldnged to him iherev with all his family, and af. 
^^— V — ^ tsrwards got from the King the charter abovemen- 
tioned. 

It is, in itielf, extremely incredible, that, when 
Waterford was podeflM by a ftrong £nglifli garri- 
*^ ion of the carl of Pembroke's troops, an Oftman 

chief, who had lands adjacent to that city, fhould 
be nmd enoiigh to do an ^ of this nature, which, 
if he had fucceeded in hii«dering the fleet from 
coming into the harbour, or if any (hips had been 
fttok Or ttxlamaged in running againft the chaim, 
niuft have inftaotiy drawn upon him the vengcante 
of thofe troope, and, foon aftewards, of all Hen- 
ry's numerous forces, which be could not hare 
t)reven«ed from landing at Wexford» Nor can I 
€oncei?e that fuch an extraordinary attempt, if it 
itsily had b<«^ made, or the very remarkable pu- 
Btfliment of it, would not have been mentioned 
by Giraldus Cambrcnfis, or the Abbot of Peter- 
borough, or Roger de Hoveden, or William of 
, Newbury, or any one of the Engli(h contempo- 
rary htftorians, or Irilh Annalifts of that age ! But 
a AjII better proof of the faUhood of it is, that the 
jury fpeak c^ afectmd cemhg ^f King Hemy into J^#- 
land^ faying, that Gdfald Macgillemory defended 
his tower in the city of Waterford ufque ad iteratum 
adventnm fr^di^i D^m. Hotrici Regis in Hibemiam^ 
And (hey fuppofe a confiderable didance of time 
to have intervened between his expuifion of the 
Oilmen out of Waterford, and his return into Ire^ 
land, during which a war happened between thofe 
Ui expdied, and fome Englifh of his trahi {dt comi* 
fivafua) to whom he had given their tenements in 
that city. B4 dwrmit guerre el diffenjio ilia per 
magnum iempas. Whereas, it is certain that be 
came but once into' Ireland, and all hiftorians agree, 
fbat, during bis ftay in that realm, all was quiet 

ia 
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in thofe parts which had fubmitted to him» ItbB^OOK P^ 

poflible thit the Gerald Macgilkmory here mcn-^ _ v. . ^ 

tioned may have merited a diftindion from the reft 

of the Oilmen, by not engaging in the maflacre of 

the Englifh at Waterford, which hai^)ened in tbt 

year 1 1 7 3 or 1 1 ^4» as Giraldus Cambrenfis attefts : v. Whea^ 

and that on this fa6b, ill related to an ignorant jury ^pugn* 

by fome of his , defendants, the abfurd fidions^*"* ^'♦' 

contained in this record were grounded. The only 

matter of importance, relating to the afls of king 

Henry the Second in Ireland, which it really 

proves, is this, that by a charter from him the Oft- 

men of Waterford obtained a right to be under 

the law of England in Ireland. For a charter of 

Edward the Firft is recited therein, which iays: 

" Quia per in4>cftioncm Cart« D. Henrici Regis 

*^ filii Imperatricis, quondam Domini Hibernian, 

*' pi-oavi no(bi, nobis conftat, quod Oftmanni 

** noftri de Waterford legem Anglicorum in Hir 

^ hernia habere, et fccundum ipfam legem deduci 

^^ et judiciari debent, vobis mandamus, &:c/' 

p. 109. S0OH (fter the hiti^s arrival at ff^Mterfcrd^StcLamheA . 

the citizens rf Wexford brought to him their ^^^?*^^^* 

tive^ Fitz/iephen^ as a criminal in bonds, &c. "? * ^^ 

The hiftorical poem, often mentioned in thq 

former notes to this book, fays, that when Henry 

iay at Pembroke, feveral of the Wexfordians who 

held Fitzftephen prifoner, pafled the fed, and pro* 

curing admittance to that king, befeeched him to 

accept them as his humble fcrvants, faying, "That 

^^ they purpofely came to him to let him know, 

•* that they had in their prifon Robert Fitzfte* 

*^ phen, who had always been a traitor to him, 

^and had rebelled againft him both in Wales 

*^ and England, and that they would deliver him 

f^ into bis hands to do his pieafure with him/* 

4 They 
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JOOK hr.Thcy dfo complained, '* That he had wfongAlyt 
^ ' ^ ' ' *« with forces, entered into Ireland, (lain man^ of 
.^* their people^ burnt their towns, and deftroySI 
'< their country. The king bad them welcome,' 
^ thanking them for their good fervice done to him 
.,v: «« in taking fuch a notorious traitor ; and told them, 

't •'- »« they fliould fee that he would, as foon as he came 
''***^^ • ♦* into Ireland, puhilh Fitzftephen according to 
** his demerit 5 and fo he difmiflcd them to their 
tentmcnt/' But this writer adds, •* That 
reafon which moved the king to feem fo 
^highly offended with Fitzftephen procee^ted out 
' of his fear, that if he had not given them a 
*^ pl^afing anfwer, as he did, in their malice and 
** fury they wouM have murdered him in prifon.** 
' What is here faid of this gentleman's haring re- 
belled againft Henry both in Wales and in Eng- 
land, is not agreeable to any accounts of his con- 
duft from other writers of that age. The reft may 
be true; yet the filence of Giraldus Cambrenfis 
about it renders it very doubtful ; as that author 
could hardly be ignorant of a fadt fo public as this, 
in which Wis near kinfman was concerned, aod 
which he had no intereft to conceal. I therefore 
chufe to follow him in dating the firft applicadon 
of the men of Wexford to Henry, on the fubjcft 
of fitzftephen, at Waterford, not at Pembroke. 

P. 114. Others were made f^r the particular henefit ^ 
' the clergy j to enforce the payment of tytbis to the 
parochial priejis\ to exempt all the lands andpof 
f^ons of the church from all impofuions e^aRed h) 
" the laity, efpecially thofe mofi ujual in ' Ireland^ 
. &C. .-^^r* 

• Mr. Carte and other modern hiftorians fuppofe, 
that the fourth canoa of this council was made 
againft C^in and Uvery : but thck were i mpofitidns 
"' * , iiwoduccd 
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introduced into Ireland by the Englifh in later BOOK IV* 
times, yet of much the fame nature with what the ^ "^ ' 
Irifh called Bonagbt^ to which, and another cufto- 
mary exaftion, called CoJberingSy this canon had « 
particular reference. (Sec Sir J, Wait, c, 8, and 
18. Sir J: Davies, p. 175, and 244.) 

P. 1 27. JIl ihe/e infunSiom the legates^ hy the autho- 
rity ef the fopiy commandid the khg^ to obferve 
vAtb truth and ftticerity^ for the remiffion of bis . 
Jius 1 becaufe (as they fet forth in the preamble t9 
the articles) though be bad taken in their prefenee a 
voluntary oath^ that he neither ordered^ nor defired^ 
the mwrder of Beckett and was exceedingly grieved • 
fvhen the report thereof was brought to bis ears ; 
yet be fearedj that the malefallors wbo had Jlam 
that prelate took occafim to commit that wicked aS 
from the paffion and perturb atim they f aw in him. 
Gervafe of Canterbury has added to what the CoUed.i42iS* 
legates fay on this point, that he took this oath be- 
caufe the above-mentioned malefa£bors were out of 
his power, ** tfuia maUfaSorts illos qui fr^efatum 
^^ arcbiepifcopum occidertmt habere non poterat^^ al- 
though (fays this author) they had paft fome time 
with him in the pleafures of hunting, after the 
crime was committed, (^^ qui tamen in deliciis vena^ 
•* tionum aliquandiu poflea fuerant cum ipfo commo^ 
•* rati.**) But the filence of all other writers con- 
temporary with Henry, and the accounts given by 
fome who lived in thofe dayj, entirely refute this 
calumny on that prince. Indeed he muft have 
been abfolutely out of his fcnfes, to admit to his 
prefence and pleafures men guilty of a crime which 
he took fuch pains to difclaim, and for which they 
were aftually under a fentence of excommunica- 
tion, while he himfelf, was fuing to be abfolvcd 

* from 
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BOOK IV. from the guilt of having given occafion to it^ 
' though ajplnft his will. 

P. 128. jltid to the church be gave up nothings hy the 
terms of $bis agreement^ which be had not before 
fropofed to yield. 

This appears from what is faid in the text on 
this fubjcd, and the authentic tefilmony there feci- 
ted. Yet, in an extrad from Alanus in Hiftorii 
Quadripartita, which is printed in the fifth book 
of Becket's epiftles, and called the 88ch letter, after 
inention made of the article, by which the king 
^as injobed to give up all cuftoms introduced in 
bis times againft the church, there is this additional 
claufe, Siqu^e autem mal^e fuerunt ante temporafm^ 
iUasjuxta mandatum D. Tape^ et confiUo religioforum 
virorum temperaiit. But neither this, nor any other 
palTage in the hiftory, or even the letters of thofe 
times, can be of any authority againft the charter, 
or public inftrument of the reconciliation, drawn 
up by the cardinals who were employed therein, 
fealed by the king himfelf, and fent to the pope as a 
record of the conditions on which it had been 
granted. If any other evidence could be wanting, 
tne next beft is the letter written by the king on the 
fubjed of this tranfadion, and that from the car- 
dinals to the archbiihop of Ravenna ; but in none 
of thefe is any mention made of this claufe. I 
there£:>re rejeA it as falfe. It muft be alfo ob* 
ferved that many ancient hiftorians date the time 
of this tranfa£tion on the fifth of the calends of 
Odober in the year 1172 : but it appears by the 
charters, by the letter of the two legates, and by 
that of the king above-mentioned, wnich cannot 
err in this point, that it was concluded before the 
feaft of Pentecoft in that year. The invention of 
the Fopiih clergy bas been wonderfully fertile in 

forgeries 
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forgeries on this matter, Nicholas, cardinal of BO OK IV. 
Arragon, who flouriflicd about the year 1350, in^ "^ ^ 
his lives of the Roman Pontiffs, (edit. Mediolen. 
1723) has thcfc words, '^ Pr^terea ego et major 
^^ filius mens rex juramuSy quod a Dom. Akxandro 
•• Papiy el ejus Catholicis fuccejforibusj recipiemus et iene- 
•* bimus regnum Angiia^ et nos et noftri fuccejfores in 
•* perpetuum non reputabimus nos Anglic reges veros^ 
** donee ipft nos Catholicos rege^ ienuerint.^^ A moft 
impudent falfchood, without the Icaft foundation . 
or colour of truth ! 

Almoil all the other parts of this pretended oath 
^rc differently worded from that which the two 
kgates. In whofe prcfcncc it was m^de by the king, 
and who ablblved him thereupon, declared to the 
world by the public inftrument before- mentioned, 
which the reader may- fee exactly (ranfcribed in the, 
appendix to this book* 

There is likcwifc a revocation of the CUrendon 
conftitutions, pretended to have been made by the 
king before the fame legates, ^nd entitled p.evo' 
catio articulorum quos rex Henricus fecundus voluit 
eccleftam AngUcanorum obfervajfe^ of which 1 have 
feen a copy. It appears to have been forged by 
fomc Englifli monk, and wants no other confuta- 
tion than the undeniable teftimony of the legate^ 
themfelves. 

p. 130. Md concluded by faying^ that they were all 
traitors y who did not diligently endeavour to deliver 
and free him frofn the kojlife attacks of this on^ 
^an. 
The words in the original are, *• ^od omne^ 

^^ proditores eranty quieum^ adhibitd operd et diligjsntid^ 

•.* ab unius hominis infejiatione notebant exp^dire,'* 

VpL. V, A a Pr i3?» 
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BOOK IV, p. 1J2. Tor it appears hy records^ that Hugh Jk 
S— --V— ^ Morville xvas alive in the fecQitdyear of king Jobn^ 
&c. 

A pedigrcp of the Dacre fimily drjiwn up froin. 
|iuthcntic records and fvidcnccs, both |i«3blic and 
private, by Richard St. George Norroy king of 
jarms, and (igncd by him, and by William Cam- 
den Clarencieux, agrees entirely with the account of 
jrf Hugh dc Morville given by Dugdale in his- 
Baronage. From bpth it appears, that the hut 
band of Heloife or Helvifia dc StmeviHe was one 
pf the murderers of Becket, And there is no 
credence of there having been any other Hugh de 
Morville. This gentleman was forcfter of Cum^ 
bcrland, and baron of Burgh upon Sands in that 
county. It appears that he was dead in or before the 
Tixth year of king John ; for in that year Ada and 
Joan, his daughters and co-heirs, divided his 
lands. There is nothing improbable va the length 
of his life : for fuppoGng him thirty or thirty-five 
years old at the time when he murdered Beckct, 
from that to the fixth of kmg John arc but thirty- 
four years. But with regard to William dc Tracy, 
another of Becket*s murderers, there is certainly an 
error in the evidences given by Dugdale, He tell^ 
us, that this ba^-on had the title of Itewai^ or jufti* 
ciary of Normandy in the nineteenth of Henry the 
fecond, but held it not much more than two years 
longer ; Richard bifhcp of Wi^chcfter being then 
^ fubllituted in that office. For which he quotes 

^Mi'^Oiron. J^*"^^! (commonly called Brompton's Chronicle) 
j>. iibj, ; * where indeed the name of WiUiami dc Tracy, with 
1116. Ae title of S^fiejlatlus^ is put among the witnefles 

Xo the charter of pgreement betweeh Kingj Henry 
the fecorid, and William king of Scotland, con- 
S-r Rymer, eluded at Faloifp. But in Mr. Rvmer's ' more 
tu^^. u. .• . . . ... authcntick 
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autbentkk edition oi that charter it is Willjam dt^^^^ ^v, 
Gurcy^ fyilUibn9 dt Cwrcy ftmfeallo. Dug^ale has 
likewife confounded the aOaflin of Becket with 
hi^grandfon by a dwgbter married to Sir Gervafe 
de Courtenai, which grandfon, named William, 
took the furname of Tracy^ and ferved in an expe* 
dition againft the Wel&in the year ia2z, the fe* 
vcniK Kyi Hcf>ry the third ; whereas it appears from 
two rolls which arc ciccd by Mr. Madox in his 
Hiftory of the Exchcqw, and in his Baronia^ 
that the William dc Tracy who flpw Becket was 
dead in the firft year of king John. The records 
are in thcfe words, " WiUiekms d^ ?yrm dat D. 
*^ regi miU cc iHras Andegavenfes^ pro hi^bendd iiU€^ 
^^ gre terra fVillielmi ds Tracy, ^uf idem Willielmus 
*• earn, habuit die qua obitL Ita. qmdjiabit ad reBum^ 
^^ fi quis inde adverfus earn bqut vduerit!^ (Hiftory 
of the Exchequer, p. 3^2, note «, OW^ta Norm. 
2 Joh. m. 4.) *' Oliverus Trad debet m. Marcos pra 
•* hahevdd baronid IVillielmi de Trad, qua valet in 
•• Angiia c /• Sterling, el in Normamia cc /• Af^ 
** degav. falvo jure et cUmo cujufiibet in ea* Sed non 
** debtni requiriapr^ediSio Oliver 0, quia terras illas non 
** haiet^ et pro quibus Henrieus de Trad finem fefit 
^^Jicut infra continetur.*^ (Madox Baronia, p. 67, 
note, col. 2. Magn. Rot, i Joh. Rot. 14. 6. Tir. 
Dcvencfcia.) Thefe record* prove undeniably, 
that the William dc Tracy who ferved in the reign 
of Henry the Third, was not the fame who lived 
vinder Henry the Second ; but he does not inform 
us exa^y at what time the letter died. Y^t it 
feems pretty evident that he had not been dead 
very long before the firft of King John, when his 
iuccefQon was thus difpofcd of in England and 
Normandy, with a fiivnig to the rights of o^icr 
claimants. In Kifdon's Survey of Devon it is 
(aid, that he fpent the latter part of his life at 
'" Aa? Wollacoml} 
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BOOK IV.WoIlacomb in the parifli of Mortbay in Dcvoni^ 

^ ' V ^fliirc, a ve^y retired placcj and licth buried in an iflo 

of that church built by himfelf, under an crcfled 
monument, with his portraiture engraven on a grey 
marble ftone, feff. 

Amongft the records of the church of Canter- 
bury there is an original deed, by which it appears • 
that a William de Tracy gave the manor of Doc- 
cumb in Devonlhire to the chapter of Canterbury^ 
for the falvation of his own foul and the fouls oi 
his predeceflbrs, and for the love of St. Thomas arch- 
hifhop and martyr of venerable memory. But whether 
this was the grandfather or the grandfon I find no 
proof. I rather fuppofe it was the latter. Pro- 
bably one or two of the aflaflins of Beckct might 
die in the Holy Land, or on the way thither ; and 
the others, who returned, lived retired for many 
years, which might occafion a falfe report of their- 
death. 

P. 135, 137. It only appears^ that^ in the courfe of 
the year eleven hundred and feveniy-tvooy Adam de 
Port being arraigned of troiterovfly confpirmg the 
death of the king, fed out of the realm before a 
trial, and was out/awed. 

We learn from a record of the year of our Lord 

1 180 (the 26th of the reign of King Henry the 

Second) that this Adam de Port payed a thoufand 

marks to the king, as a fine for his own land and 

his wife'« inheritance in Normandy, and to induce 

the king to pardon him and recdve his homage* 

The words of the record are thefe,- 

^''^^^p-^je ' -^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ compotum de milh marcis, pro 

de Anno 26 f^^ tetrcB fu(z et hareditatis uxoris fua in Normania^ 

Ken. II. et ut Rex indignationem fuam ei remittat, ^tbomagiuni 

Rot. 10. a. fuumfujcipiat. 

fciliu -^ 

2 Fron^ 
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From, the heavy fine he payed we may rtafonablyB O OK IV. 

infer, that his pardon was not owing to any proof' v ^ 

of his innocence, but was obtained by the merit of 
fome difceveries he had made about this time. 
They muft have been of great moment, to render 
him worthy of iiich a grace from Henry after fuch 
an offence againft him ! 

P* 143. T^he ambaffadors tell the king, ^^ that thty 
*' cmld draw from Louis no anfwer to the falutation 
*' delivered iy them in bis name^** 
We are told by W. of Newbury, a contempo- 
rary hiftorian, that when Henry difcovered his foil's 
flight to Louis, he fent to that monarch fome per- 
fons of great dignity {viros honormtos) to demand 
the prince back, in virtue of his paternal autho- 
rity ; but at the fame time to promife, that if any 
thing, with regard to him, feemed to wanramend- 
ment, he would fpeedily amend it by the advice of 
Louis. Whereupon Louis aflced them, " Who 
'* fent them with that meflage ?" They anfwered, 
^\ The king of England/' But he replied, "That 
** is faUe : for the king of England is here, and 
** fends no meflagcs by you. But if you continue 
** to give this title to his father, who was once king 
•' of England, that king (I would have you to 
•* know) exifts no longer: and his perfifting to adl 
«' in that charafter, after having publicly refigned 
*^ the kingdom to his fon, is a fault that muft be 
*' fpeedily correfted/* It is not very probable, that 
Louis (hould fp^ak x)f Henry's crowning his fon, as 
fublickly rejigning his kingdom to that prince ; fincc 
he could not but know, from the ufual praftice in 
France, that fuch coronations imported no fuch 
thing, but were meant as a fecurity to the fuccef- 
fion. And nothing is faid of this anfwer in the 
letter to Henry from thofc whom he fent to that 
A a 3 king. 
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BOOK rv.kii^. If Louis did ipeak thefe words, be touft 
'^hare alluded to thofe tbat were (kid to have been 
fpoken by Henry when be miniftered to bis fon at 
the coronation feaft : but thofe, as well as the a^km 
which they accompanied^ were extravagant coa- 
pliments, on which no ^tfs oouU rtafonably be 
laid. 

IWd. We faid^ tbat Henry hoi fr^tuntly^ cm tiry 

Jli^bt pretences^ violaUd the faith which they bad tmh 

tually pledged the one to the ^tber^ iiz. 

By this he probably meant the promifes Henry 

had made to go with him to the Holy War ; fer 

of any other breach of faith in Henry towards 

him I find no trAce^ and for that be bad good 

ezcufes, 

P. 145. J^^e ibis letter came h bim^ cr abmt the 

fame time^ Riihard and Geeffry werefmt by their 

mother to Paris. 

V.Neubri. William of Newbury fays, that they went thi- 

€^37."* ^^^ ^^ conipany with their elder brother, who 

came fecretly into Aquitaine, and drew them awsy 

from thence with their mother's confent *, bat iris 

V. Benedid. more probable, that (as other hiftorians reiace) he 

Abb.ec continued with Louis, and flie ienttbem to icdn 

JSrompton, • • •' 

ad arm. lum. 

P. 151. Peter rf Bkis tberefbre wrote aceordif^te 

bis awn principles of religion and govenmeent, or 

accommodated hisjfyle to the wifies assd pretes^fiens 

^f the court of RomOj &c. 

Sec his works. This was the opinion of the moft iagacious Dr* 

ToL y. p. 727. stillingflcct. In his aofwer to Mr. Grcfly's ^ftlc 

Apoiqgctical he fays of Petrus Bkfenfis " We 

«* muft confider that he was always a fccrct friend 

«^ of Bccket and his caufe ia the whole quanti, 

"and 
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*^ and being cmplayed by die king in his (Iraits tp BOOK iv^ 
" write to .the rope to excoromiuiicate his fon, he,*^ sr-^-^ 
^* knowing very well the prevalent arguments in 
** the court of Rome, might drain a compliment in 
" the behalf of bis metier to the Pope, for which he 
•^ had litile caufc to thaok him ; although, it may 
" be, Pctrus Blefcnfis cxprefl: his own mind> whe- 
'* thcr It were thckiqg's or no/* 

Icaiyiot hut think this a murzh better method of 
accounting for the diiEculty^ than that forced one 
which Mr. Carte has laboured to give in his hiftory 
-of this reign* There is a paffage in. a letter of^- 1* i-,*^* 7* 
King Henry the Second to the emperor Frederick p^g'^*^ 
Barbarofla, which is preferved in the hiftory ofpcnd/adOt» 
that prince's life by Radivicus Frifingpnfis, fromwncmDc 
whence a zcilous aflertof of die Imperial prerog^-^*^- V'^^- 
tives might draw as good a proof that Henry the * * '"^* 
Second Jiad fubje<fted to Frederick Barbaroffa and 
the empire his kingdom of England and all his 
foreign dominions, as Baroniys and Bellarmine 
have drawn from the other, to prove the fubjeftion 
. cf England to the Pope. The words are thefe : 
** .R^num nofirum^ et quicquid ubique noftr^e fubjicitur 
** diiism, vfibis txpanhnus et vtfir^e cammittimus f0^ 
** teftati^ ut ad vefirum nututn omnia difponantur H in 
" omnibus Viftrifiat voluntas b^eriiJ^ Yet, ftrong - 

as thefe exprelBons are, they really meant nothing 
more than a high compliment to the Emperor in 
Tctoro for one made by him ; as will appear by the. 
whole letter, which the reader may fee tranfcribed 
in the Apf)endix to this book. And Radivicus 
obfcrves in anotlier f>art of bis hiftory (1. ii. c. 76.) 
ihat the fame hyperbolical ftylc was ufcd in writing 
to this prince by all the kings in Europe, notwith- 
ftaodiog the conftant jealoufy they had of his 
power/* " Reges Hifpani^ey JngUity Francia^ 2)4- 
*' a^, ,Bomia^ atque UngariiCy quamvis fufpeHam 
Aa4 ^""fempit 
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BOOK ly^^^^ /emper ejus baberettt potentiam^ fihi adeo per ami- 
* cUiam et focietatem devinxitj et adfuam voluntatem 
^^ fie inelinatos babuUy ut quoties ad eum hieras vel 
*' legates miferiftty fihi cedere auUoritatem imperandi, 
*' iUis non deeffe voluntatem obfequendi denuncient^ 
Yet this too, I prefumc, proceeded rather from the 
fccretarics, who wrote the letters, than from the 
princes themfelves ; the eloquence of that age 
being turgid, and the monks, whofepens were em- 
ployed in thefe affairs, ftraining the compliments 
they were ordered by their matters to make beyond 
the bounds of propriety, and without a due regard 
to the dignity of thofe in whofe names they wrote. 
That the Pope and the Emperor had a preeminence 
of rank and dignity, the one as fpiritual, and the 
other as temporal, chief of that fyftem, in which 
the whole weftern world of the Roman communion 
was confidercd as one body, all the princes ac- 
knowledgcd ; but this implied no fubjeftion. 

P. 172. Of the foot very few efcaped alive^ &c. 

Some writers of that age make the number of 
Flemings flain in this battle ten thoufand. If this 
be true, the heavy-armed infantry, called by Wil- 
liam of Newbury pedites fortes^ mutt have been 
fewer in number than the archers and light horfc, 
whom that author does not mention. 

P* 173- ^f^^^ ^*^ ^^^^ of the Flemings^ Henrfs 
forces^ by 'which that viSory was obtained, went 
info winter quarters ; the latefeafon not permitting 
them to undertake thefiege of Framlingham Caftle. 
Diceto, and after him Matthew Paris, relates, 
that the generals of the king's army, by an agree- 
ment with Hugh Bigot corruptly made on their 
part, permitted a body of fourteen thoufand Fle- 
mings, who at^his time were pent up inFrarn* 

lingham 
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Jingham Caftlc, where, by reafon of their multi-BOOK IV. 

tude, they muft neceffarily have perilhed fbr want^'^ ' ^^ ' "^ 

of food if the place had b^n clofely blockaded, to 

go out of that fortrefs, and return into Fhnders, 

giving them a fafe conduct as far as Dover, and 

-providing fliips in that port to carry them over. 

But how all thefe Fleimings came to be in the caftlc, 

does by no means appear. That any were left 

there when the carl of Leiceftcr marched out is 

•not faid by any writer who lived in thofc times j 

•and Diceto tells us himfelf, the army under that 

carl was almoft entirely deftroyed or taken. Nor 

can onefuppofe that Hugh Bigot, who had forced 

them tQ go out from the inconvenience or danger 

of keeping them longer there, would' immediately 

afterwards have admitted another and a greater 

army of their countrymen into his caftle. It is alfo 

highly improbable that the conftable Hugh de 

Bohun, or the earl of Cornwall the king's uncle, 

or any of the nobles who had ferved him fo well 

againft the carl of Leicefter, fhould be gained by 

bribes to do any thing contrary to his fervice. Jt 

' feems therefore that no credit is due to this ftory. 

•p. 178. The hijhop of Lincoln^ informed of the re- 

treat of the ScotSj built a cajlle at Topcliff, &c. • 

Thefe caftles, which were fo foon run up, wefc 

-probably built of wood, protcfted by the fteep 

hills on which they were fituated, and by a circle 

of walls, or fometimes two, with deep ditches and 

- ramparts, which were made of the earth dug out of 

th€ ditches. There were others of which the chief 

defence was the water with which they were in* 

' doled, being placed in low grounds, which had 

running ftreams in abundance 5 and thefe were 

•called M(7/^, from whence we derive the word 

Moacs. 

P. 209. 
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^^OKAV.P.iop. Hi9tijMdmtfurfiiethm\ tbefar^s hela^ 

? V ^ mPhhimthere^ tJ^rngbfi^eietU to fecw^ Ms friuci^ 

^ cbje£lj .tUdtfeme^f thi iawiij not itif^-abUl/f 

JoT^eJoJuptrioran army in the apmfidd. 

SoxQC aacieot writers 4y, that, xp iecure Jus retnoafs 

Louis treated iwith iienry, and) Jiaving promiied, 

upon oath, to confbr with hio)) the-next day,'foriet- 

tiing the coadkioos of a gcaeral peace, Qht9^vpcd 

from him thereby a ibfpeiiiiuMi of boftilitios, wUcfi 

be u&d to draw off his aroiy uxunolefted^ and cfaeo 

broke bis faith, by not keeping the appoiotoi^eiic 

•be had Iblenuily mode. But it does not appear 

<thac fuch -a fraud could be nece£ary for him y the 

4X>nfedeFates being fi> fuperior to Henry in tb^ 

.number of their forces, and efpeciallyof their ca« 

valry, that, ^ they retired in good order, jc 

would not hare been prudent for him to attack 

them, at the hazard of a baitle. William of 

Newbury, one of the beft hiflorians of thoiedme^, 

faysnotbiog of this treaty ; nor is it mentioned b^ 

Diceco, another contemporary writer, who fpeaks 

partioAlarly i>f other le(s important occurrences in 

the fiege of Rouen, and with great blame of Loub 

ior a foppofed breach of faith ki tbe afiair of Ver* 

neuiJ. 

JP. 227. Atidj far fame time ^terwMrds^ dined t0ge^ 
tber^ ^e9ery4ay^ at tbefme taUe^ Md Uj^ nery 
nighty in tie fame ied. 

^Frooi hence it ihould ieem, that, for fomt rea- 

'ftm MX sitpbined, young Henry's queen was n^t 

yet reftored to her husband. Probably (be had 

been confined in the Tower of London, and it was 

-not thought proper to difcharge her from then«e 

• tilUhe two kings met the parliaooent aflfemUed ac 

yTcftmuifter elevea days after their landing. 

P. 234- 
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P. 234. Hewasatttndilk^'tbeh^9f S^tianiy who f^^^ ^> 

krot^bt thUber wUb him all the bi/beps^ md fru-^^"""^ ' 

bMers $f bis ra^dm^ fmrn the ,greaki/i 4(^ib€ Ub^^ 
&c. " 

Tbefe are the words of Beootiftus Abbas, ^ Et 
^ habmt fin cbviam WiHiehmm Rigm$ ScoiU^ tpii 
^^feuim adduxerat smnes epifoep^^ et camHeSy itbm- 
^^ rMes^ ^ mHites^ et francos tinenUs tmra fiue a 
^^ moMfM&t^ifueadfmmmumy &c.^ 

It muft be obferved^ that the freeholders in 
Scoiknd at this time were much fewer in proper* 
tion to the number of thepeopie, than the free- 
holders in England ; the Scotch haviog no tenants 
in free focage. 

P* 243. Fbr be t$okfrem Htigb de iMy 4bi govern^ 
ment of tbat kingdom, &c. 
I prefume that Hugh de Lacy, after the fitgeof V. Benediftt 
Vemeuil, which city he had defended, returned into ^^^- ^* »• 
Ireland, about the middle of Auguft, and executed^* ^ 
:the fuft&ions of chief ^vernor there till the earl 
<of Pembroke was ient, about the end of autumn, 
to take that poft. The fragment afcribed to Mau- V. Hams's 
rice Regan exprefsly lays, that /i&^ city of DuUin^^^^^^ 
xtw by Laey rendered to tbst earl, and that Lacy tbm^* ^ 
retired mtb all bis followers into Meaib to inbaHt the 
fame. Tbis name is fometimes written Lacey or 
Lrafci in okl aethors, but the charters have it Laci 
or Lacy, 

P. 279.; 7*1^^ monk Vfbo rdaUs ibis rtpr$fewts itns 
jbenokg tbe in^ety of ibe kitigi but it onfyjbews 
tbat be thought this fkferfiiiious ^metbodef ttyng a 
criminal accufation vms frattdukntfy managed ^ mi 

. fo^dmbilifs, it was i or no mm conld ever ba^ 
^Jmn mpOtied h it. 

It 
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5^4 l40t£S ON THE LIFE 

feoOK IV. It is a ftrange notion qf the Prcfidcnt Montcf- 

■^' ■ V ^quieu in his Efprif des Lrix^ that, in a pco):)!e aic* 

cuftomcd to the ufc of arms, the (kin would bc- 

< coaie too hard and callous to receive impreOion 

enough from the hot iron or boiling water, to have 

it appear three days afterwards % or thar^ if it did 

. appear, it was a mark that he who underwent this 

- proof was an effeminate man I His words are, 

ETpht dfci^ ^ ci ^ ffg ^f pf^ ^if^ ^^ peuple exerce a mamer Us 

arfnts^ la peau rude et €aU^e ne devoit pas recevdir 
** ajfez /* impreffion du fir cbaud^ ou de ftau bau'tU 
** hntty pour qu'H y parut trois jours apris? Ei sHlj 
*^ paroijfoity c'etoit une marque que celuy qui fai/(Ht 
** I'epreuve etoit un effitmini.** He adds, that the 
F;rnch peafants handle hot iron at pleafure with 
their callous hands ; and that the hands of women 
who work hard could likewife refift the heat thereof. 
" Nos paifans avec leurs mains cakufes manient le fer 
*^ cbaud comme ils veulent ; et quant aux femmes^ Us 
** mains de celUs qui travailloienf pouvmnt refifter au 
'ferchaud:' 

Another French writer very juftly exprcfles his 
furprife at the Prefident's thinking, that their an* 
cejlors bad hands like the paws of a crocodiU, and 
afks, in what province of France the peafants plut^ 
their bands and wrifis in boiling water without its 
Uaving any mark ? But he fhcws by the inftancc 
of the common fire-eaters, that there were artifices 
by which the impreOion of the fire might be re* 
filled. 

The Prcfident has another extraordinary paflage 
in that part of his book where he treats of judi- 
cial combats or duels. He fays, this kind of proof 
had fome reafon founded on experience ; for, in a 
nation wholly warlike, cowardice implies many 
other vices, particulaaly the want of a due ieofe 
of honour, nocwithilanding all the force d edu- 
cation 



Ei&idHifio- 
riqucs fur 
Paris, t.i. 
p. 195. 
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cation and example; and ufually in foch a niitionBOOK IV. 

perfons well born, who have chat fenfe.as they^ "■>^' " "^ 

ought, will not be deficient in force or fkill, becaufe 

tbey will exercife theoifelves all their lives in fuch 

things as are neceflary for the obtaining of honour* 

*' La preuvt p^r le combai/ingulier ofuoit qmlque raifon 

^ * fondii fur hxperieruc. Dans une nation uniquement 

" guerriere k poltraniere fuppofe d'auires vices j elU 

•* prmive qu*on a rtftfii d ftduiaiion qu*an a r€fU€f et 

'* que Pan a pas iti fenfible h Fhonneuty ni conduit par 

••' lej principes qui ontgouverni les autres bommes ; elie 

^^ fait voir qu*on ne craint pas kur mepris^ et qu*<m ne 

^^ fait point de cas de leur eftime\ pour peu qu^on foit 

** bien ne^ on iCy manquera pas ordinairement de 

** tadreffe qui doit s^allier avec laforce^ ni de la force 

** qui doit coticourir avec le courage^ parce que faifant 

*' cas de Vhonneur on fe fera toute fa vie excercia des 

'* cbofes fans .lefquelles on ne peut I'obtenirJ* But, 

furely, however warlike a nation might be, and 

however trained to arms, there would be a great 

difference between the ftrcngth and tht fkill of 

different men, and it could not be certain that the 

aidvantage would be on the fide of that combatant 

whofc caufe was the juftefl. Nor did it follow, 

that a man was either a coward, or infenfible to 

honour, bccaufe he was flain in a duel. How then 

could e?cperipnce fhew, that there was any reafon in 

this method of tryal ? 

• The fame writer obferves, that gentlemen fought L.z^c.40« 
«gainft gacl) oth^r on borfeback, and with their 
arms, but villeins on foot, and with fticks \ from 
yrhencc \t followed, that the Hick was the in- 
flrument of outrage, becaufe ^ mai> beaten with 
ijt had been treated like a villein* ^^ Lesgentiyhommes 
" f^ paftoient entr' fux a cbcvd et avec leurs armes, et 
?* les vilairts fe battoient a pifd et avec le baton. De 
^* la ilfuivit que le baton eioitPinJirument des outrages^ 
J? parce qu'tin bomnie qtfi en avoit fte battu^ avoit ft} 

V fraite 
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KOOK Vf.i^ ^aiiS comme m vikin.^ But, accowiing ta this 
* "V- ' ■'roafoning, the ftriking with a ftick would have 
difliotiouFcd a gentJeman as much as being ftruck, 
becaufs U was uing tb^weapon of a viQein ; and if a 
gencktnan had received any number of blows with 
the flait Q$ a fword, or with any other weapon 
which gentlemen ufed, ic would not have beenconfi- 
dered as any difgrace ! Such conccita ape the bk- 
rnifhcs of Montefquieu's book, which in many re- 
fpfds deferves the higheft praife ; but he had the 
rautt tVom which writers with warm imaginations 
and giv^ac fubtilty of wit are Mdom quite f«e> an 
e^fceffive defire of faying fomething new upon 
pvery fubj«ft, and <^fit ring from the common opi- 
nions of mankindk 

^.233. It tbtrefon appeals thai this Jury were not 
properly judges^ but y^itneffes of the faS they were 
called to determine. 

It i$ (Cafier to fee the ©eceflity of a jury^s being 
pnanhmiSy when fummened, not as judge*:, but as 
witneffi^s of a fad, than when they are appointed to 
judge and determine ppon (evidence given by 
pthf rs» 

P. c8c. 4nd the fame modes of trial were ci^hmary^ 
kng before, in many heathen nations, particularly 
among the Celtic tribes, xvho in their earfy migra-^ 
tkns out of the eafi, brought with them tbefe fuper^ 
fliiions, and fpr^ad them over iie ^reattjl part of 
Europe. 
ScePcUou- The Celts believed that imelKgences refided in 
tier, Hiftona ^2^^ and 6re, which had the power of drftlnguilh- 
-^* ^^^J ^' ing the innocent from the guilty. The Genftans 
tned by water the legitimacy of their children^ 
Et quos nafcentes explorat gurgite Rhenus. 

Claudius in RuBui^ I. ii. 
Thucydides, Xhc Gfceks, who drcw maoy f uftoms from the 
^ *• ^ ^' antient 
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mntient Prfa%i, th€ firft inhabitants of tlictr emin-J^Kiv; 

try, were not unacquainted with triads by hot^' ^ * 
iron ; for mention is made of that ordeal in titie 
Antigone of Sophocles. MofiC Ptlloutier ^^^Sg^^^^' 9-^ 
proved that the Pelafgi were Cells. Heliodoru«^ in ^^^ * 
his ^thiopicks, a book full ofl antient learningySeealfoPlia. 
particularly with regard Co religion^ makes Chari*H-N*vii.a« 
clea^ a prieftefs of Apollo at Delphi^ ppov^ her 
virginity by walking on l>yming plough-fhare» 
wiriiout harm, Strabo mentioffts a temple und«r 
Mount Sorafte, near which there was a grove, dc* 
dicated to the Nymph Feronia, where men walked 
unhurt over hcips of burning coals. The priefta 
of this temple bad the fecret of preventing the 
adlrion of the fire on the naked feet : and this was a 
remnant of the antient Celtick religion, eftabliflied 
in Italy before the Greek colonies had fixed them^ 
fclves there. The Roman religion was a mixture 
of the Celtklc and Grecian. I will end this note 
by obferving, that even in our days the vulgaip 
have tried witches by throwing thern iiwo water 5 9 
fradi(i6nal ordeal deri^d from our Cflcick fp^e** 
fathers ! 

p. 281. This fdfo was a pirt of the oHtient juri/jfru-- 
dence of maty bdrbarous heathen nations^ &c. 
Nicolaus Damafcenus tells us^ that the Um-ApudSto? 
brians^ a Cclckk people, decided all controverfies ^*""^ ^* ^^"^t 
amivng thcmfelvcs by combats : *♦ Umirui, quum 
f • conroverfias inter fe bahent^ fugnant arpfatij acfi 
•• bello congrediindum effet^ et videntm' jujtiorem ba^ 
♦* bUiffe caufam fui adverjkrium interimereni.^ Vcl- 
kius Paierculus fays, that the Germans ibankedL.ii.c.2i8| 
Var^^, for determining by l^w thofe difputcs which 
tjfrd 10 be determined among them by arms, 
f* Crarias agere Varoj quod foUta armis difcemijure 
f* ^crminarofjtur.^\ Oyid feys of the Getes, 

Ne^ 
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B O O K rv. Nee metuunt leges ^ fed eedit viribus sequum^ 
ViSfaque pugnaa jura fub enfejacent. 
And in another place, 

Adde quod injujlum rigidojus dicitur enfe. 
To what is faid in this hiftory of trials by duel 
I will add here, that I find, in the Exchequer ac* 
counts, fums allowed for the maintenance, armour, 
and apparel, of certain pcrfons there called proha-^ 
tores regiiy employed to convift offenders by duel. 
See Madox, Hift. of the Exchequer, c. x. p» 255, 
256. 

p. 293. The town of Prejlon was amerced fhe marks^ 
for having put a man to the water ordeal witbout 
warranty &c. 

I alfo find in the Hiftory of the Exchequer a 
fine of twenty marks, which Gofpatrick of New^ 
caftle owed to King Henry the Second, for a per^ 
miflSon to clear himfelf by oath, iffftfad of the hot 
iron^ concerning fome crime not named in the re- 
cord ; and another of fixty n)arks, which Robert 
the fon of Bricn paid, to be freed from that ordeal^ 
on fome accufarion not expreft. 1 hefe indulgences 
ihould either have been granted to all, or fold to 
none. 

p. 311. And Glanville fpeaks of the jury employed in 
this inque/ij as making others for the erown^ &c« 
Among the records tranfcribed in the Appendix 
to this book from the Hiftory of the Exchequer, 
concerning pleas in the reign of Henry the Second, 
before the itinerant juftices, freqqent mention is 
made of juratores comitatHSf et minuti homines cami' 
tatus. They are fometimes named together. For 
inftance, it is faid, Et idem Vicecomes reddidit eom- 
fotum de xls. de placitis G. de (Xnt. 4^juratoribus e$ 
minutis kominibui fomitatus^ 

Ibid, 
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Ibid. / prefume tbij werefucb as arofefrom accu/a^BOOK TV. 

tions^ iM made by appeal^ but by indiSment on tbe^ >r— ' 

ground of public fame^ which are metUioned by 

BraHon as ujual in his time. 

Ic mud be obferved, thac Bradon takes care to 
diftinguifh the public fame which was a ground for 
indidments, firom mere common report. He fays 
it ought to be fuch as takes its rife from good and 
grave men, who are worthy of credit, not from 
the malicious or flanderous ; and adds, that popu* 
lar clamour is ofteo^caufed by what has no foun« 
dation in truth, for w^ich reafon the vain difcourfes 
of the people are not to be regarded. ^^ Et fcien-Y. Bradoof 
^* dsim fuodfamay ^^ fufpiciotiem inducit^ oriri debet^ "i* c* 22. 
** apud bonos et graves^ non quidem a malevolis et 
^* malidicis^ fedprovidis etfide digms perfonis. 

^* Tumultus enim Jit et clamor popuU^ quandoque de 
** pluribus qu^ in veritate nonfundantur, et ideo vans 
^^ voces popuU nonfunt audiend^eJ^ 



fke End of the Notes to the Fourth Book of the 
JUiF£ of King He^i^y tie Second. 
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APPENDIX 

T O T H E 

FOURTH BOOK 

O F T If E 

Life of King H e n jft y the Second. 

N"" I. BOOK IV. 

Rymeni Foederay Tom. I. p. 15. This refers to 

p. 57. of this 

ADRIAN US Epifcopus, fervus fervorum^^' 
Dei, cariffimo in Chrifto filio illuftri Anglo- ^•^- "^4; 
rum Regi, falutem, et Apoftolicam Bcnediftio. * • ^^' 
nem. Laudabiliter fatis cc fru&uofe dc gloriofb 
nomine propagando in terns a?cernas feltcitatis prac- 
mio cilmulando in coelis, tua magntBcencia cogitac ; 
dum ad dilatandos EccleGse terminos, ad decla^ 
randum indcxSls et rudibus populis Chriftianae fidci 
vcritatem, et vitiorum plantaria de agro Dominico 
extirpaoda, ficut Catholicus Princeps intendis, ec 
ad id convenientius exequendum confilium Apofto- 
licas fedis exigis et favorem. In quo fa£to, quanto 
altiori confilio^ et majori diredione precedes, tanto 
in CO feliciorem progrcflum te, prasftante Domino, 
conBdimus habiturum, eo quod ad bonum exitum 
femper et finem foleanc accingere quae de ardore 
fidei ec religionis amore principium acceperunt. 

B b 2 Sane 
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37? APPENIMX TO THE LIFE 

Boon; TVf g^j^ Hibcrniain ct omncs Infulas quibus lb| 
' juftinac Chriftus illuxit, et quae documenca Fidei 
iChriftianac rccepcrunt, ad jus bcatr Petri tt facro? 
T^ndse Homan^ Ecclcfias (quod tuactiamnobiKcas 
recognofcit), noneftdubium pertinere; unde canto 
in eis libentius plantatbnem ndei fidelem et ^rmen 
Peo gratum inferimus^ quanto id a nobis interao 
examine .diftriftius profpicinnus exigendum^ 

Signi^cafti fiquidem nobis, fili in Chrifto carif- 
Time, te Hibemis Infulam^ ad fubdenduoi illun) 
. populum le^bus, et vitiprum plantaria inde eztir- 
panda velle intrare, et de fingulis domibus annuani 
pnius denarii beatp J^etrovdle iblvere pf n^ociem^ 
et jura Ecclefiarum illius ternp iliibata et integra 
confervare. Nos itaque, pium et laudabile defi- 
derium tpum fjtvore congruo profequentes, et peti- 
poni tuse benignum impendences aflenfum, gratum 
pt acceptum habemus, ut, pro dilatandis Ecclefias 
(erminisy pro viciorum rtftringendo deciirfu, pro 
fcprrieendis moribus et virtutibus inferendis, pro 
Chr^anse Religionis augmento^ Inlblam Ul»n in- 
sredians i t% qox ad honorem Deiet falutem illias 
^daverint exequaris; .et iUius cerrae : populus ho* 
porjfice te redpiat, et ficut domiaum veneretur, 
jure fiimirum £^cclefiarum illihatoet tfteegno per- 
manfsnce, et falva beato Fetro^ et facra(andie Ro- 
manae Ecclefisp de fingulis domibus anout umus 
jdenarii penfione. 

-Si prg0| quod concupifti aninno,,eSedu duxeris 
profeqifcntecomplendumy (hxie gei^em iUam boni^ 
fnoribus infprmare, et agas, tarn per (e, jqutm per 
i)los quos ad hop fide, vcrbp, et vita idmeos efle 
perfpe)teris, ut decorecuribi Eockfia^ ptanteturet 
^refcat fidei Chriilianse Religio, et quae gd hono- 
rem Dei et falutem pertinent animaruHi fialiter or« 
^ipeptfiri ut et a pco fempicf rns to^ei^ cumu- 
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luni confeqtd merefarisi et in terris glcdofiim no«SOOK iv. 
intQ vateas in feoiUi oMnerc. ^ v-*— ^ 

l7« B. Some iiimiifeft etsot% in this diaiter^ a^ giren by Rymer^ 
who does not fay th^ he pUblUhed it from any oridnal Re- 
cord, are cotreaed from the copy given by Oiraldus Cam- 
breiliii in his Enberma Expugnata, 1. ii. c. 6; in Camden's 
Anglica, Nonnanniea, &c. and alio in hit Book de Rebus 
a (bgefiis^ par^ ii, am in Adgliii Sddii par, ii^ 



N^iL 



tVare^ Htbem. JJntiq. p. 23^. 

HENRICUS, Ddi graria, R« Anglte, cc 
i>ux Nornumniae ec Aquitaniac» et Cornea 
Andegavise^ Archiepilco()l3, Epifcopis, Abbati- 
bu$9 Comicibasy Barotubut, Jufticiariis> ec ortini- 
bus Miniftris et fidelibus fuis^ Francis, Anglis et 
Hibemienfibus totins terras fuas, Salutem. Sciatis 
me dedifle et conceffifle, ec prasfenti ebaita mea 
confirmaife Hugoni de Lacy, pro fcrvitio fuo, ter* 
t^m de Midia, cum omnibus pertinentits fuis, per 
ienritinni quinquagintra Militunl, Hbi et haercdibus 
fuis^ tenendam ec babendam de me et hae]:'edibus 
meis, ficuc Murchardos Hu-Metachlin cam tenuity 
vel aliquis alius ante ilium, vel poftea. Et de in- 
cremenco dono illi omnia feoda, qua? pra:buit vel 
prarbebit circa Duveliniam, dum Balivus meus eft, 
ad faciendum mibi fenrhium, apud Civitatem 
meain Duveliniae. Quare volo et firmiter praecipio^ 
ut ipfe Hugo et hsfcredes fui poft eum, praedi£tam 
terram habeant, et teneant omnes Itbertates^ et li^ 
beras coiifuecudines quas ibi habeo, vel habere 
poflum, per praenominatum fervidum, a me et* 
baeredibus meis, bene et in pace, libcre, et quiete, 
et honori£ce, in bofco et piano, in pratia et pa&uis, 
B b 3 in 
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J74 APPENDIX TO the LIFE 

BOOK IV. in aquis ct molcndims, in vivariis ct ftagnis, ct 

^""""■^^ 'pifcationibus ec venationibu$» in vits et reiai(;is» ct 

portubus maris, ec in omnibus aliis locis ct alu8 
rebus ad cam perdnentibus, cum omnibus liberta* 
tibus, quas ibi habeo, vcl illi dare poflum, ec bac 
mea charta confirmare. Tefte Comite RicHardo 
fiiio Gilbertif Wiilielmo de Braofa, etc. Apud 
Weisford. 



this Tol. 

Epijiola 89. L. y. E Codice Vatlcano^ Edit. 
Brujftls^ corre^ed by the Manufcript in the 
Cotton Library. 

Rigi Af^Ua Jlbertus et Tbeodebertus Car^naks. 

NE in dubium veniet quae gerantur, et ufus 
habet, et communis confideratio utilitads ex- 
ponit, ut fcripturae ferie debeant annouri. Inde 
fiquidem eft, quod nos mandacqm illud in icriptutn 
duximus redigendum, quod vobis pro eo fecimus^ 
quia malefadores illos, qui S. memorias T. quoa- 
dam Cant. Arcb. occiderunt, occafione motus et 
turbacionis, quam viderunt in vobis, ad illud fad- 
nus proceffifle timetis. Super quo tameo fa^ 
purgacionem in noftra praefentia de voluntate pro- 
pria prasfticiftis, quod videlicet nee prflcceptftis, nee 
voluiftis uc ocdderetur, et quando pervenit ad vos 
plurimum doluiftis. Ab inttami fiquidem Fefto 
Pencecoftes ufque ad annum tantam pecuniam da- 
bitis, unde* ad arbitrium Fratrum Templi duceoti 
milites- v^aleant ad DefenBoncm Hicrof. terra; fpacio 
unius ailni teneri. Vos autem a fcquenti Domini 
Nattv. pfijue ad triennium tcrminum, Crucem ac- 

cipx- 
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bifHeds^ proJdma tunc asftate Uluc in propHa per- BOOK IV- 
fona profeftiiri» nifi remanferic per D, Papain, vcl^' 
CathoK fucceflbrem ejus. Sane fl contra Sai-acenoa 
in Hifpanianl pro ui^nti neceflltite profe£ti fue- 
ricis, quantum temporis fberit ex quo arripueritia 
iter, tantunx]em fupracUfhim fpatium Hierof. Pr6- 
fedionis poteritis prolongare. Appellationes nee 
impedietis, nee permictetis impediri, quin liberef 
fianc in ecclefiafticis caufis ad R. Ecd* bona fide, 
.et abfque fraude, et malo ingenio, ut per R. Pont, 
caufas traftetltur, et fuum confe^uantur efie£him« 
Sic camen, ut fi vobis fufpefti fuerint aliqui fecuri-^ 
tatem facient, quod malum veftrum vel Regni 
Veftri non quaerent. Confuetudines que indudae 
funt contra ecclefias terfse veftrae tempord. veftro 
penitus demitteds, nee ab epifco^^^ amplius exi- 
getis. Poifiifliones Cantuarienfis Ecclefisy fi quse 
ablatae Aint, plane reftituects, ficut Habuit und 
anno antequam Archiep. de Ang. egrederetur. 
Glericis praeterea et Lalcis utriufijue fexus paceol 
veftram, ct gratiam« et pofleffiones fuas refHcuetis, 
qui occafione prsenominat. Arch, deftituti fuerint. 
Haec aucem vobis, authoritate D^ Pap^, in re«*' 
miflionem omnium peccatorum yeftrorum injungi^ 
mus et praecipimus obfervare, bona fide, abiquci 
fraude, et malo ingenio. 

Juravit hoc Rex^ juravit et de ConiuetudinibuS 
novis demittehdis Filius ejus. £t juraverunt ambd 
quod a vobis et fuccefibribus veftris non recederent, 
quamdiu eoS ficut Chriftianos Reges vel Catholicos 
habueritis. 

lo that which is called Epift. 88. bpt it realljf 
only, an Extraft from Alanus, in iiiA^r 
Quadr4pardca, thtte is lUs Gla^fe : 

B b 4 Scmtyio 
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ROOK IV, Sccupdo quod prava Statute <Jc Clarcoduna, ct 
^^ "^ \ oim^cs ipalsw Qodibctudines^ q^as in dkbus 
fuis in £cclefias Pel iadufta: func, penicus 
dimitceret. 5/ qu^e aulem maU fucruMt amU 
ttmpffrafua^ illasjuxUi^ mandatum D. Paf^^ ei 
conJUio rel^kfornn virorum temperabit. But 
this is of DO authority againft the Ad or In* 
ftrucnent of ReoonciUadon, drawn up by the 
Cardinals who made it» and the teftimooy of 
the Kin^ himfelf io his Letter to the Clo^ 
of England. 



p. 14a, 14J 

of this ToL 



Thii and the ' ' » -^o |tt 

Rigime jfiigiMm Rothm^enfis AMefifcwfus^ et 
S$^agMii fii^ fabam^ it qiui ad prntm fmu^ 
quarere* 

IN publicam notiriam ^enit, nee aKcni Cb^iftiano 
licitum eft ignorarc, quam firma et indiifi>iubilts 
fie copula conjogalis. Matrimonia ieitiel inita fe- 
parari non pofie, fanxit Veritas, qua: memiri noa 
poceft, QuosDeus, inq|uit» conjunxit, homo non 
feparet. Sicut autem xitvtni maixlati fe tranfgrei^ 
forem conftituit, qui ieparat conjuoatos^ ita cul* 
pabilis conjug^ta eft, quae fe a ?iro uio ii^nit, fi« 
demqne focialis vinculi non obfervat. Cum una caro 
conjuges efiiciantur, neceile eft, ut unionem corpo- 
ilsmd Comitbtur ffHrituum unttas et paricas'in conienfu 
naturfis conditionum. Apoftoli mandatum et Evan* 
gelii legem mulier ilia evacuat, quas viro non eft fub* 
dita. Caput enim mulieris vir'cfl,dc viro fumpta eft, 
vifdeftunita, viri fubdto poteftaii. Omnesitaque 
7 communi 
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communi ct lamentabili qucrimonia dcptoraaius, BO OK TV, 
quod, cam 6% mulier prudendfltma^ divcrtisaviro,^" '^^ ' 
itcedii bcus a Ucetc, membruai capiti non defer- 
yit> imo^ quod enorm'ms eft» viicera Domini Regia 
et tua pateris infurgere contra Pacrem : ut oierico 
cum proplicta dicat^ Filios enutrivi ec exalcavi: 
ipfi aucem fpreverunc me. Ucinam^ ficut alius 
prophcu commemofati pWevcniflct hora noviffima 
dies * veftros, et operuiflct terra faciem f veftram * *^^- 
ncc vidcrcmus hajc mala. Scimus, quia niQ rcvcri- ^ "^'^'^ 
taris ad virum tuum, eris generalis ruina& occalip i 
et quod fingulariter nunc delinquis in commune 
difpcndium coiiverteretur. Rcvcnere itaque, Re- 
gina illuftris^ ad virum tuum, et Dominum nof* 
trum^ ut in tua reconciliatione refbcYneror laboran-^ 
tibus quies> et in tuo reditu Isetitia redeat univerfi$« 
$i ce ad hoc non promovent preces noftrae, te fal- 
ticm afflidio populorum, immioens preflura £ccle«< 
fis, ec defolauo regni foUicitet : aut enim mentitur 
Veritas^ automne regnum in fe divifum defolabitur. 
Sane base defolatio in Dominum Kcgem convert! 
pon potcft, fed in filios ejus, ct fucceflbres ipforum. 
Contra manum foemineam et confilium puerile 
provoca^is offcnfam Domini Regis, cui etiam for- 
tiffiroi reges colla fubjiciunt. Ea propter, ante- 
quam res in deteriorem cxitum vergat, redeas cum 
fiiiis ad mariturp, cui parcrc et cohabitarc teneris, 
xc convcrcc, ncc tibi aut tuis fiiiis fit fufpe£tus« 
Certiflimi enim fumus;, quod omnimodam exhibe* 
bit vobis dilcdiwem, ct fccuritatis plenilfimam fir- 
nntaifm. Mone qi^sdb filios tuos, ut patri fuo 
liibUici et dcvoti exiftant, pro quibus tot oaiTus eft 
Vguftias,, tot difcrimina, tot labpres. Unde, nc 
ipconfuUa facilicas dilapidet ac difperdat quod tan- 
tis eft fudoribus acquifitum, haec tibi, piiflSma 
Regina, ct zelo Dei dicimus^ ct finccrae caritatis 
sdic^ I parpchiaaa enim ooftra es, ficut et vir 

tuus. 
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BOOK IV. tuus* Non poffumus dccflc juftiriae. Vd t^bb 

^*"*-*v^ 'ad virum tuum, vel jure canonico conftringemur cc 

teoebimur in tc cenfuram Ecclefiafticam exercere. 
Quod quidem inviti diciinus^ ec quod, nifi reB* 
pueris, cum dolore et lacrymia faciemus. Valece^ 

JEpi/i. cliiirf 

Himico Dei Gratia ttbiflri R^ An^lonm^ etc. R. 
R»tb(nnag. Arcbiepifeopus^ et Arnolphus Lexofdenfis 
Arcbiepifcffpus fodutm in iOy per quern reges reg- 
nant. 

TANTO tempeftivius zt dillgeticius injundam 
nobis Legationem cfaistimus pfbfequehdam^ 
quanto periculofior in tanto difcrimine dilacio vide^i' 
batur. Accinfti itaque ad laborcm fufcepti icinerit 
RegcjTi Francort^m adivimus, blandiflimaque falu- 
utione prsmiflTa ipfius proveniences offenfam, nulla 
cautela pocuimus veftr^ falacationis extorquere re* 
' ^onfumi Singulos noftrne Legationis articuJos 
explicavimus feriatitf), commoda pacis, ^t incom* 
moda diiFcnfionis frequencius inculcante5« Ipfe 
vero vcrbum noftrum in omnibus, fola falutationcf 
excepta, patienter admific. Expedito icaque diJi- 
genter noftrat Legationis cxcurfu, fpatio modict 
temporis interjedo contumeliofecoepit nobis fraudei 
et verfutias exprobrare^ quibus fe conquerebatur fa^ 
piflimecircumventum, Dicebar, quod fidem inicf 
^os mutuo compromifliam frequenter occaiione Ic- 
triiiima violaflis: vofque in omnibus adeo exhi^ 
butftis inftabilem^ quod non adbibebic de ceetera 
robis fidem. Non fit vobis« Rtfx iUuftriflinne^ 
onerofum, (i quod audWimus loquimur. Haec eft 
enim nuntiorum conditio, uc de injundo fibi man- 
dato nil lubtkeanti nil relcindanti vd ^jminuant 

de 
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dc refponfa Addebac euam, fc firmiffimum ha- BOOK rv. 
buiflfe propolitum expugnandi vos> antequamCar-^ 
nocum fiiius vefter adyentaflec: iftafque occafiones 
dif&nfionis et odit proponebati quod filiatn fuam 
9d virum fuuoL redire non finitis, quod ti dotem 
ejus non redditis, quod fubditos fuas dttioni popu-> 
]o$ a mondbus Alvernias ufque ad Rhodanum in 
jpfius odium concitaftis, quod in coronas fuas dil- 
peodtttfn Comicem S. Egidii in ligium hominem 
Rcepiitis : tandem eciam juramento firmavit» fe 
fuinquam de cctero vobiicum foedus, aut concor- 
diam habiturum^ nifi de veftrac uxoris et filiorum 
veftrorum aflenfu. Nunc tgkur in cuftodiendis 
munittonibus veftris, et potiffime in corporis reftri 
tutela conlilioeft utendum. C^munienim voto 
in exkium veftrum tota Francia confpiravit. Nee 
fatis eft ei exterminare terras faciem igne et gladio ; 
fed in veftram perfonam (quod abfic) fcelus execra- 
bile machinatur. Confulimus fane, fi qua abftu- 
lifti, fi lasfifti aliquem, ablata reftituerej et odia re- 
formare in gratiam. Hoc enim inimicos veftros 
poriflime invitat ad pugnam, quod inteftinoa hoftea 
Jenciunt vos tiabere : et qui vobifcum dulces c^ 
piunt cibos data opportunirate magnificabunt fuper 
vos fupplantationem. Maledidbus qui confidit in 
iiocninc, et ponic carnem fortitudinem brachii fui. 
Quid eft amabilius filiis ? quid uxore fanoiliarius f 
receillt tamen uxor a latere veftro, et filii infurgunc 
in patrem^i Ideo nQn fruftatorie loquebatur hie ilk 
hominum prudemifiimus, qui dicebat, Amico ne 
credas! ab ea que dormit in fiou tuo^ cuftodi 
clauftra oris tui. Fiiius enim contumeliam &ctt 
patri : et inimici hominis domeftici ejus. iSane 
fu£fragia illius imploraada cenfemus, in cujus mami 
(unt corda Regum. In ejus nomine parvitati Da^ 
vid Golias fubjacuit magnitudo. In ejus nomine 
Samaria adco fame confe6la obfidcnte : Benadth^ 

qucd 
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BOO K lV« qdod tfiKinta arg^teis czpvtt afini veodebttur, fa6 
^ ^ ''iftu oculi liberata eft, exuberaiitiqne iridualittm 
affluentia redandavit : in eo fiqoidem fperans noa 
infirmaUcufi Si exurgat adi^erfils vm prselium, in 
hoc fperate^ Si extirganc adTcrfas toa caftra^ noa 
timebit cor reftfufni ipfe enim docebit mamua 
veftraa^ ad pnelium. Accipite vobis ia auxiiiiim 
preces Ecclete: quam, fi in afiqao ofiendiftis^ 
debita fatisfa6Hone impenfaei de cMero omnem 
ftverenriam exhibete. Sponik enim Cheisti eft } 
et injurias fponfo CttmsTus rqiocat foas^ aec efij 
quod magis hoftes veftros indcar ad conflidum^ 
quam quod arbitraiKur vos ecclelia^ Dei minus ex* 
tid£k devotum. Bene valeat carifflmus Dominus 
nofter, & de his qui fe contra eum in foperbia 8i 
abufione erigunt reportet in rirtute y)tlt^mi glo- 
riam & triumpfaum. 



ThitiHdthe iq^ V. 

next refer to 
p. If I. of 

»^ ▼«i* Petrus Blefenfist Epifi. cxxxvi. /. 245, ^c. 

SMn8iJim$ L^mm fuo Akxaniro^ Dei Gratia^ Cd^ 
sMm EcclffiafumtM P4m$ifici^ H. Rex An^^i 
DuM NomumniiB & Aquitania^ Comes And^aveiu 
(fi dnomM^ fdntem GP ieoou fubjemmiis ohfn 

IN magnprum diicriminum anguftiis, ubi do- 
mefticaconliUarenieditim non inveniunt, eorun> 
fiiffragia iaiph>rantur, quorum prudentiam in alti- 
wibos negotiis experientia diuturnior approbavit. 
Longd lac^ue dirulgata eft filiorum meorum ma-^ 
litia, quos ita in exTtium patris fpiritus iniquttatis 
ti1iuv3K) uc gtoviam reputent & criumphum patrem 

pcrfequi. 
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IMtfoqui, (c filiajes aficAus in omBibas diffiteri»BOOK iv. 

prsveniente mcorum cxigeotia dclH^tonim. Ubi^^ ^ 

pleniorem voKiptatem contulerac mihi. PominuSt 
ibl grayius me flagellat; &> quod fioe lacrymb 
aon dicoi contca iaoguinem meum $r vifcera mm 
jcogor odium tiK>itale concipere, &: ejiHraneos mihi 
quanme fpcceflbres. lUud pnestcrea fub Uleiuio 
praecerire non pofiiim, quod amici mei i:cce0eruiii 
% me, & domeftici mei quasmnc animam meam. 
Sic enim familiarium mcorum animos incoxicavit 
(clandeftina copjpr^tio, ut obfervantiae proditoriae 
conipiratibnis univerfa poftbabeant^ Malunc nam- 
que meis adhaerere fiJiis contra me transfu^ ic 
mendici, quSim recnare mecum, & in ampliflimis 
(dignitacibus pncfulgere. Quoniam ergo vos ex- 
tulic Deus in eminentiam p£cii Paftoraiis ad dan- 
dam icientiam falutis plebi ejus, licet abfens cor^ 
pore, prxlens tamen animo» me vejtris advolvo 
fi;enibus9 cooGlium falutare depofcen$. P^efir^ 
jurifdiHims rtgnum At^lutp & quantum ad fudi- 
tarii juris ohligatiimem^ wUrdunfaxal obnoscius tencor^ 
isf aJbringoT. Experiatur Anglia, quid poflit Ro- 
manus pontifex, & quia materiali|)us armis non 
iicitur, patrimnium B. Petri fpirituali gladio tuca- 
tur. Contumeliam filiorum poteram armis rebelli- 
bus propulfare, fed patrem non pofTum exuere : 
ham &, Jeremia teftante^ nudaverunt lamia: mam* 
oias fuas, ladai^erunt catulos fuos. £t licet errata 
icorum quad men(i|s efieratas mefecerint, retineo 
pawpos a^fedus, &: quandam violentiam diligendi 
eos mihi jcppditio paturalis importat. Ucinam fa* 
ncreiit, & intplligerent, ac noviflima providcrcnt* 
La&ant filios mcp|» domeftici hoftes^ S^ occafione 
malignandi habit;f pon dcfiftunt, quoufque redi- 
gatur virtus eorum ip pulvcrcm, & converfo ca* 
pite in caudam feryi eofum dominentur eiS| juxta 
verbum illud Salomoni$, Scrvus alh|tus filio domi- 

nabitur 
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B O O K iv. nabitur iroprudcirti. Excitct- ergo prudendam vct 
^ " ^ " — ^ tram fpirirus confilii, & convercatis corda filiorutn 
ad patrem. Cor enim pacris pro beaeplacico veftro 
convertecar ad filios, & in 6de iiliuS) per queen 
regcs regnant, veftrae magnicudini promitto, me 
di^fitioni veftras in omnibus pariturum. Vos 
EccleCixfufl^ pattrfanfte, diuCHRisTUsfcrvetin* 
columem. 



Radv. Frijingenf. App. ad Ottonem de Rebus 
geftts Fred. I. Imp. L i. p. 263. 

IBIDEM tunc afFucre ctiam Henrici regis Ang-. 
liae mifli, varia & preciofa don^ria multo lepore 
verborum adornata prdefeqtantcs. Inter qqs pa- 
pilionem unurn quantitate maximum, qaalitate 
boniffimum perfpepmus. Cujus fi quantitatcm 
requiris, non nifi machinis, & inftrqmentorum 
genere, & adminiculo levari poterat : fi qualitatem, 
neg materia, nee opere ipfum putepn aliquando 4b 
aliquo hujuHre apparatu fuper^tum iri. Litcras 
quoque meltito lermone plenas pariter direxerac. 
Q^rum hie tenor fuit : Pracordiali amico fuo Fri- 
dericoy Deijpratia^ Romanorum ImperatoriinviSiJJhno^ 
Hemricus rex AnglU^ dux Ndrmamia 6f Aqidtam^^ 
& comes AndegavenftSy Salutem 6? vera dileSioms 
toncordiam. Excellentias veftrse quantas poflumus 
^ferimus grates, dominantium optime, quod nos 
nunciis ve^ris vifitare, falutare literis, muneribus 
praevenire, & quod hb charius ampie<5Hmur, pacis 
& amoris invicem dignati cftis foedera inchctarc 
Exultavimus & quodammodo animum nobis cref* 
cere, & in majus fenfimus evehi, dum veftr^ pro- 
miflSo, in qua nobis fpem dediilis in difpoqendis 
regni noftri negotiis^ alacriores nos reddidit, &: 
prpmptiores. Exqltayimus, ipquam, & tota menre 

magnificentiac 
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magnificendae yeftne aflurreximus, id yobis in fin- BOOK IV. 

ccro cordis aflfcdu refpondentes, qu6d quicquid ad'^ ¥^— -^ 

boDorem veftrum fpeftare noverimus, pro pol& 
noftro efie£lui maDcipare parati fumus. Regnum 
wjirumy & quicquid ubique nfifir^ fubjiciiur ditioni 
vMs expommus, & veftr^e commiitimus poieftati^ ut 
ai vefirum nutum omnia difponanturj 6f in omnibus 
Vtjbri ftai voluntas imperii^ Sit igicur inter nos & 
populos noftros dile£lionis & pacis unitas indivifa^ 
commercia tuta: ita Somen ut vohisj qui dignitate 
fr^miuitisj ht^erandi oedat aulioritasy nobis non 
deerit vokifUas obfequendi. £t ficut veftras ferenita- 
tis memoriam veftrorum excitat in nobis munerum 
}argitio, fie vc% noftri quoque retninifci pra?op* 
tamusy qiittcntes quse pulchriora penes noserant^ 
& vobis magis placitunu Attendite itaque dantis 
affi:£tum» non data, & eo animo quo datur exci-» 
pite. Pe manu botti Jacobi *, fuper qua nobis 
icripfiftis, in ore magiftri Heriberti & Guilhelmi 
clerici noftri verbum pofuimus. Tefte Thoma Can<» 
cdlario apud Norhant. 

* This feems to have been a relick which the emperor had 
deGred, but which Henry would not fend him, either becauie he 
ifufpefted it not to be a true one, or becaufe the church or con- 
TOit to which it bebnged refufed to part with it^ and he did not 
ttunlf it proper to forpc it ^m them* 
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BOOiC IV, 

This refers tQ .kt** ttt 

this vol. 

RytnerLF(Bdemy Tom* !• */. S7^ 

Mm <# £intQrdia qtue faa4^ iji intet^ R^ffi & 

ffilksfttoim 



f^^^oHTn. -^ quam fimiris, •qu^l p«?t ifiter Dortiinum 
£x brig, in H^Bjegom Anglic & HAioi «jus, Menr4cum vide- 
Biblioth. li^t ^egem, & Ricarfkim, & G^ufridiHn^ In 
^^"^^ twjic nooduns ©co vol^ticif, felfortoate eft; 

2. Henricus Riex, £r ^ii^res Wi pfaedtAi, ad 
pocreoA fuum & 4ervitiu«» ^s/ fi<^tf ad dbminvim 
fiiutn, i^empc liberi ^ i^ibfeluii Hb omni jura* 
9icn«o ic inprifa^ <{VM[i int^ fcf^ ^d c«nfi aliis» 
lisiepam ooiuraeum & homines ia^. 

g. £c omnes barones &: ^^mifte», <}iii a fidefi* 
tate pacris, caufa eorum reccfleranc, ciamaverynt 
euietds ab omni juramehto, qtrod cis fecerjitti, -$c 
it^ liberi &: quieti ab ocn^ii jqcaaienco &:4^utj ab 
^MDnicpnveiKiopey quam m ^ecferaac^ iiiiiomiiMQa 
et iigeantiam Domini Regis^rfldierinc. 

4. Et Dominus Rex debet rehabcre, ipfc^ & 
barones^ & honnines (u\, omnes terras fuas, & 
caftclla fua, quas habuerunt xv dies ^ntequam filii 
fui recederent ab co. Similiter barones & homines 
fui qui receflerunt ab eo» & fecuci funt filios fuosi 
debent rehabere terras fuas^ quas habuerunt xv die- 
bus antequam ipfi ab eo recederent ; & Dominui 
Rex remifit omnem malevolentiam baronibus & 
hominibus fuis, qui recefTerant ab eo/ ita quod, 
propter hoc, nullum malum eis faciet quamdiu ei 
fidelifler&rvienty ficur hgio Domino fuo. 

5. Ee 
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5. Et Rex filius ejus fimiliter pardonavit omni- BOOK IV. 
bus, tamclericis, quam laicis, qui cum patre fue-^ ^ ^ 
runt, omnem malevolcntiam fuam ; & adfecuravit, 
in manu Domini Regis patris fui^ quod illis, qui 
fcrvierint ei, nee malum, nee dampnum aliquodji . 
hac de caufa, fadiet vel pcrquiret in tota vita fua. 

6: Et Dominus Rex, per hanc conventionem, 
donat Regi filio fuo duo caftella idonea in Norman- 
niai ad voluntatem ipfius patris ; & iingulis annis 
XV millia librarum Andegavenfium : Et Ricardo 
filio fuo in Pidavia duo receptacula idonea, unde 
Domino Regi non pofiit dampnum provenire ; Sc 
medietatem reddituum Piftaviae in denariis : Gau- 
frido verb filio fuo dat in Britannia, in denariis, 
medietiitem reddituum maritagii filia? Comitis Go- 
nad, quam ducere debet in uxorem, 8c poftquam, 
cohccfliono Ecclefise Romance, eam in uxorem 
duxerit, habebit omnes redditus illius maritagii, fic- 
ut continetur in carta Comitis Conani. 

7. Prifones vero, qui cum Domino Rege finem 
feccrunt ante pacem faftam cum Domino Rege, 
viz. Rex Scotia?, & Comes Leiceftriae & Comes 
Ceftriae, & Radulphus de Fulgeriis, & obfides 
corum, & obfides aliorum prifonum, quos prii]^ 
habuerar, fint extra conventionem iftam. Alii au- 
tem prifones ex utraque parte deliberari debcntj 
ita fciiicet quod Dominus Rex obfides accipi^ de 
prifonibus fuis, de quibus habere volueric, & qui 
dare poterunt: & de aliis. habebit fecuritatem per 
fidem &juramentum fuum, &amicorum fuorum. 

8. Caftella vero, quae firmata funt, vel infor- 
ciata, poftquam guerraincepit in terra Domini Re* 
gis, pro voluntace fua debent redigi ad ilium fta- 
tum, in quo fuerunt xv dicbus ante gwerram. 

9. Praeterea fciendum eft quod Rex H. filius 
Regis conceffit Domino Regi patri fuo; fe firmiter 
obfervaturum omnes donationes eleemofinarum quas 

Vo L. V. C c dcdcrac 
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Be OK IV* dedefat vcl daturus crat dc tcrris fuis; & donationcs 
^'' ^ ^terrarum quas dcdcrat hominibus fuis, vcl dacurus 
crat pro fervitio fuo. 

10. Conceflic etiam fe iirmiccr & inconcufic ob- 
fervaturum donationem quacn Dominus Rex, pater 
fuus, fecit Johanni fratri fuo, viz. millc libratas 
reddituum in AngliadedominicofuO) & decfcactis 
fuis, ad voluntatem fuam : Et caftellum de No- 
tingham, cum comkatu & pertincntiis fuis: £t 
caftellum de Merliberga cum pertinentiis fuis: Et 
in Mofmannia mille libras Andegavenfmm, & duo 
caftella ad voluntatem patris : Et in Andegavia, et 
in terra quae fuit Comitis Andegaviae, miile libras 
reddituum Andegavenfium ; & caftellum unum in 
Andeg. & unum in Cenomania, & unum in Tu- 
ronia. 

11. Concefium eft autem a Domino Rege, pro 
amore filii fui, quod omnes illi qui receflerant ab 
CO poft filium fuum, & in reccflu fuo forisfecerant 
in terra Domini Regis, ad pacem ejus rcvertantur; 
Ita quod de catallis, quse afportaverunt recelTu fuo, 
non rcfpondeant ; de morte vero, vel proditionc, 
vel perdiMone alicujus membri, refpondeant fecun- 
dum judicium & confuetudinem terrse : qui autem 

. ante gwerram, quacunque de caufa, aufugerant, 
&c ad fervitium filii fui venerunt, pro amore filii 
fui ad pacem revertantur, fi vadium & plegium 
dcderint ftandi judicio de hlis, quas ante gwerram 
fores fuerunr. 

i2r Illi autem, qui in placito crant quandore* 
ceflerunt ad filium fuum, revertantur*, ita quod 
in eo ftatu placici fui fmt, in quo erant qjuando re- 
cefTcrunr. 

13. Hanc conventionem firmiter tenendam ex 

Earte fua aflccuravit H. Rex filius Reg;is in manu 
)omini Regis patris fui. Prcecerea afl'ccuraverunt 
H. filius Regis, 65 fratrcs fui, quod a Domino Reg: 
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J>atrc luo nunquam amplius exigcrerit, ultra dona- BO OK IV. 
donem prsefcriptam & determinatam, contra voluii- * ^ ^ 
tatem & bene placitum Domini Regis patris fui ; 
iBc quod nieque fe^ neque ferVitia fua, patri fuo Tub- 
traherent* 

14. Ricardus vero & Gaufridus, filii Domini 
Regis, devenerunc homines ejus de his^ qux eis 
conceflit & dedit. 

Cum autem filius ejus Henricus homkgium ei 
facere voluiflet, noluic Dominus Rex recipere, quia 
Rex erat i fet fecuritatem accepic ab eb. 
Teftibus, 

Ri Rothbmag* Archiepifcdpd. 

Henrico Baioc. Epifcopo. 

Rogero Sag. Epilcopo. 

R. Nannec £pilcopo« 

Steph. Rhedon. Epifcopo^ 

G. Elefto Lincoln^ 

Jo. Decano Sarum. 

Ric. de Humez Conftabularioi 

Ric. de Bellemonte Vic; 

Regin* de Curten* 

Mor« de Creona. 

Willielmo Malo*vicinoi 

W4 de Humw 

Gaufrido Pertic* 

Willielmo de Curci* 

Fulch. Saenell. 

Jo. de Solineio. 

Saher de Quinci* 

Ric*o de CanvilU 

W. filio Andell Senefcalio* 

Alvr. de Sanfto Martino Dapifero* 

Gosberto de Sifrencio4 

Rob. Blio Ernifli. 

Eudde filio £rn« 

Waltcro de Ypra* 

C c 2 Willielmo 
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B O O K IV. Willielmo Marcfcallo. 

'^^ V ^ Roberto de Blc. 

Eimcrio filio Endon. 
Apud Falcriam. 
Sub figillo pendente, cui imprimit^ir imago 
Regis in folio fedcmis^ & finiftra aiana 
geicntis fceptrum* 



Thisrefereto ]SJ® VIL 

p. 2aO»of 

mis vol. 

Rymeri Ftedera^ Tom. L /. 39. 

H^c eft Conventio tt Finis^ quern Will. Rex Scotarum 
fecit cum Domino fuo Hmrico Rege^ JUiQ Matildis. 

A.D. 1174. TTTILLIELMUS Rex Scotorum dcvcnit 
^J^^^"^^^^ ^^ homo ligius Domini Regis contra omnem 
Ex imgpo hominem de Scotia^ ct de omnibus aiiis terris fuis, 
Honiio%nes et fideliiatem ei fecit, ut ligio Domino fuo, ficut 
Camcr. jUJ homincs fui ipfi facere foJcnt, et fimiliter fecit 
homagium Henrico Regi filio fuo, falva fide Do- 
mini Regis patris fui, 

Omnes vero Epifcopi, ct Abbatcs, et Clerus 
terrrc Regis Scotia^, et. fucccflbrci fui facient Do- 
mino Regi, ficut ligio Domino, fideliiatem dequi-* 
bus habere voluerir, ficut alii Epifeopi fui ipfi facere 
folent, ct Henrico Rege fiHo fuo, ct hseredibua 
fijis. 

Concefljt autem Rex Scotise, ct David frater 
fuus, et Barones et alii homines fiji Domino Regi^ 
quod Ecckfia Scoticana talcm {ubje&ionem amodo 
faciet Ecclefiae Anglicanas, qualem illi facere debet 
ct folebat tempore Regum Angliae praedeceflbruni 
fuorum. Similiter Richardus Epifcopus Sandi 
Andrcajy ct Ricardus Epifcopus de Dunkeldyn, et 

Gaifrkitts 
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Galfridus Abbas de Dumfertnclyn, ct HtrbertusBOOK IV. 

Prior dc Coldingham concefierunt quod ctiam Ec-*^^ — « ' 

clefia AngHcana illud jus habeac in Ecclefia Scotias, 
quod dc jure habere debet, ct quod ipfi non crunt 
contra jus Ecclefiae Anglicanae. 

Et de hac conccflione, (icut ligtam fidelitatem 
Domino Regi et Henrico filio fuo fecerunt, et eps 
inde aflcduraverunt ; ita hoc idem fiacient alii Epif- 
copi et Clerus Scotiae per conventionem inter Do* 
minum Regem, et Regem Scotias et David fratrcm 
fuum et Barones fuos fadam. 

Comites etiam et Barones, et alii homines de 
terra Regis Scodas, de ^uibus Dominus Rex habere 
volucrit, facient ei homagium contra omnem ho- 
mincm, ct fidelitatem, ut ligio Domino, ficut alii 
homines fui facere folent, et Henrico Regi filio 
fuo, et hasredibus fuis, falva fide Domini Regis 
patris fui : Cmiliter haercdes Rtgis Scoriae et Baro* 
hum et hominum fuorum homagium et ligeanriam 
facient haeredibus Domini Regis contra otpneq:^ 
hominem. 

Prasterea ReK Scotiae ct homines fui nullum 
lamodo fugicivum de terra Domini Regis pro fc- 
lonia receptabunt in Scotia vel in alia terra fua 
(nifi voluerit venire ad reftum in curia Domini Re-? 
gis, ct ftare judicio curia?) ; fet Rex Scotiae ct ho- 
mines fui quam citius poterunt cum capient, et 
Pomino Regi reddenr, vel Jufticiariis, aut Ballivis 
fuis in Anglia» ^ 

Si autem de terra Regis Scotl^ aliquis fugitivu$ 
fuerit pro felonia in Anglia (nifi voluerit venire a(| 
reftum in curi^ Regis ScQtiae, vel in curia Domini 
Regis, et flare judicio curias) noa rcceptabitur in 
terra Domini Regis ; fet liber^bitur hominibus Re- 
gis Scotiae per Ballivos Domini Regis ubi inventus 
iMcrit, ' ' • ' 

C c 3 Pra^terca 
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BOOK IV. Praetcrca homines Domini Regis habcbunt tcrra^ 
'fqasy c^qa^ habebant^ et habere debent, de Domino 
Rege, et de Rc^ Scocise, ec de hominibus fuis; ec 
homines Regis Scptiac habebunt terras fuas quas 
habebant, et habere debent^ de Domino Rege, et 
dc hominibus fuis. 

Pro ifta vero convcntione et fine firmiter obfer- 
vaAdo Domino Regi, et Henrico filio fuo, et ha?rc- 
dibus fuis, a Rege Scotiae^ et haeredibus fuis, libe- 
ravit Rex Scociae Domino Regi caftcUum dc 
Rockcsburg, et caftellum de Berwick, et cafteUum 
de Gedeworthe, >et caftellum Puellarum, et Caftel- 
lum dc Stryvclyn, in mifericordia Domini Regis: 
Et ^d cuftodienda caftella ilia aflignabit Rex Sco» 
itias, d^ rcdditu fuo, menfurabiliter ad voluntatem 
Domini Regis. 

Praetcrea pro prasdifta convcntione et fine exe- 
quendp liberavit Rex Scotiae Domino Regi David 
fratrem fuum in gbfidcm^ & 

Comitem Duncanum et 

Comitem Waldenum et * 

Comitem Gilbertum et 

Comitem Aneguz et 

Ricardum de Moreville Conftabularium 

Niz filium Willielmi et 

Ricardum Comynet 

WalteruHi Corbet pt 

Walterum Olyfardet 

Johannem de Valz et 

'Williclmum dc Lyndefcye et 

Philipum de Colyille et 

Philipum de Valoigncs et 

Robertum Frembert et 

Robertiim de Bumevilie ct 

Hugoncm Gyffard et 

Hugoncm Rydal et 

Walterum 
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Waltcrum dc Berkcle ct B O O K JV, 

Williclmum de la Haye et ^'-^ 

Williclmum dc Mortemer, 

Quando vero caftclla reddita fucrlnt, WilHelmus 
Rex Scoti* ct David fratcr fuus liberabuntur, 
Comites quidem et Barones preenominati, unuf- 
quifquc poftquam libcravit obfidem fuum, fcilicet 
filium legitimum quern habuir, et alii nepotes fuos^ 
vel propinquiores fibi haeredes, et CaftelUs, ut 
diftutn eft, redditis, liberabuntur. 

Praetcrea Rex Scoriae et Barones fui prasnominati 
aflecuravcrunt, quod ipfi, bona fide, et fine malo 
ingenio, et fine oecafione, facient quod Epifcopi, 
ct Barones, et homines terras fune, qui non afiljc- 
runt quando RcxScotiae cum Domino Rcge finivir, 
candem ligeantiam et fidelitatem Domino Regi ec 
Henrico filio fuo facient, quam ipfi fecerunt, et 
quod Barones et homines, qui afTuerunt, obfides 
Jiberabunt Domino Rcge de quibus habere voluerit, 

Praeterea Epifcopi, Comites et Barones conven- 
tionaverunt Domino Regi, ct Henrico filio fuo, . 
quod, fi Rex Scoriae aliquo cafu a fidelicate Do- 
ipiiji Regis et filii fui, ct a convcntione praedifta 
recederct, ipfi cum Domino Rcge tcncbunt, ficut 
cum Jigio Domino fuo, contra Regcm Scotiae^ 
donee ipfe ad fidelitatem Domini Regis redear^ 

Praediftam itaquc conventionem firmit^er obfer*- 
vandum bona fide, et fine malo ingenio, Domino 
Regi, et Henrico filio fuo, et h^redibgs fuis, $ 
Willielmo Rege Scoriae, ct David frarrc fuo, et a 
Baronibus fuis prasdidlis, ct ab haercdibus corum, 
alTecuravit ipfe Rex Scoriae, David fratcr fuus, e( 
dmnes Barones fui prasnominati, ficut ligii homines 
pVnini Regis contra omnem hominem, et Hcnrici 
J^lil )|ai, falva fidelirate Domini Regis patris fui, 

Pc4 H}i» 
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BOOK IV. Hiis Teftibus, 

Ricardo Epifcopo Abricco. 

Johanne Sarcsberien. Decano. 

Roberto Abbate Malmsbur. 

Randulpho Abbate de Mondesburgh. 

Herberto Archidi&cono Northampton. 

Waltero de Conftanciis. 

Rogcro CapcUano Regis. 

Osberto Clerico de Camera. 

Ricardo filio Domini Regis» Comite 

Pictaviae. 
Galfrido filio Domini Regis, Comite 

BrytannisB. 
Comite Willielmo de Eflex. 
Hugon% Comite Ceftria?. 
Ricardo Humez Conftabulario. 
Comite deMillcnc. 
Jordano Coffon. 
Humfrido de Bohun. 
Willielmo de Curcy Sencfcallo.' 
Gilbert© Malet Senefcallo. 

Apud Falefiam. 

%* I have corre6led two or three words in this treaty, 
which are m^ifcftly errors of the prefs in the copy which 
Rymer has given us of it» Thefe corredtions are ^rcc- 
able to another copy of them in Benedi&us Abbas, 
He^rne^s Edition, t. u ad ann. 1175. 
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N" VIII. BOOKIV^ 

This retersto 

Benedi£l.Abb.t.i\. p. 123, 124, 125^ Bromp-v^^s^*^^ 
tons Chronicle^ col. 1106, 1107. HoveJen^^^^"^^^* 
ad ann. iiys* 

H^C eft finis & Concordia fadlaapud Windc*A.D« ii;^* 
fore in odavis fandi Michaelis anno ab in« 
Carnarione Doaiini M.CJxxv. inter Henricum te* 
gem AnglisB & Rodoricum regem Connaftenfcm, 
per Cathoiicum 9rchiepircopuni Tuamenfem, Can* 
tordem abbatem Sandi Brendani, & magiftrum 
Laurentium canceliarium regis ConnaAenfis; fci- 
licet. Quod rex Angliae Henricus concedit prae- 
dicio Rodorico ligio hohiinini fuo quamdiu ei fide-» 
liter feryiet, quod fit rex fub eo, paratus ad fer- 
vitium fuum, ficut homo fuus, & quod terram 
fuapi teneat iu bene & in pace ficut tenuit ante- 
quam Deminus rex Anglic Hyberniam intravir, 
reddendo ei tributum. £t totam aliam terram 8c 
habitatores terrae habeat fub fe, & jufticiet, ut tri- 
butum regi Angliae integre per manum ejus per* 
foivant, &c fua jura fibi confervent. £t ilia que 
modo tenent, teneant in pace quamdiu permanfe* 
Tint in fidelitate regis Anglise^ & ei fideliter & in** 
tegre perfolverint tributum & alia jura fua quas 
ei debent, per manum regis Conafla^, falvo in 
omnibus jure & honore Domini regis Anglias 
& fuo, Ec fi qui ex eis regi Angliae & ei rc- 
belles fuerint, 6c tributum & alia jura regis An- 
glis per manum fuam folvere noluerint^ Sc a fideli* 
cate regis Angliae receflTerint, ipfc eos jufticiet 8c 
iamoveat; & fi eos\per fc jufticiare non poterit, 
conftabularius regis Anglian & familia fua de 
terra ilia juvabunt eum ad hoc faciendum^ cum 
- 4 ab 
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BOO K IV> ab ipfo fucrint requifiti, & ipfi vidcrint quod ne^ 

* ^ ^ccfle fiierit. Et propter hunc fincm rcddet prac- 

didlus rex Gonads Domino Regi Anglise tributum^ 
fcilicet de lingulis x animalibus unum corium pla^ 
cabile mercatoribus, tarn de tota terra fua quam de 
alia, excepto quod de terris illis quas dominus rex 
Anglias retinuit in dominio fuo, & in dominio ba-p 
ronum fuorum, nichil fe introtnittet ; fcilicet Du- 
velina cum omnibus pertinentiis fuic, & Mida cum 
omnibus pertinentiis fuis, ficut unquam Murchat 
va Melacblyn eas melius & plenius tenuit, aut aliqui 
qui de eo cam tenuerunt. Et excepta Wefefordia 
ufque ad Duncarvan ; ita quod Duncarvan fit cum 
omnibus pertinentiis fuis infra terram illam. Et R 
Hybernienfes qui aufugerunt redire voluerint ad 
terram baronum regis Anglia?, redeant in pace, 
reddendo tributum praediftum (icut alii reddunt, 
vel faciendo antiqua fervitia quas facere folebant 
pro terris fuis : &: hoc (it in arbitrio & volunrate 
dominorum fuorum. Et fi aliqui redire noluerinc 
ad dominum eorum regem Conafta?, ipfe cogat 
eos redire ad terram fuam^ ut ibi maneant & pacem 
habcant, - Et rex Conaftae accipiat obfides ab om- 
nibus quos qi commifit rex Anglise ad voluntatem 
domini regis & fuam, & ipfe dabit obfides ad vo- 
luntatem domini regis Angliag illoivel alios, & ipfi 
fervient Domino regi Angliss de canibus fuis S^ 
avibus fuis fingulis annis de praefentiis fuis, & nul- 
lum omnino, de quacunque terra domini regis fit, 
rctinebunt contra voluntatem & mandatum domin| 
fegis. Teftibus hiis, 

Ricardo Epifcopo Wyntonie. 

Gaufr. Epifcopo Elyenfi. 

Laurentio Duvelienfi Archiepifcopo. 

Gaufr. & Nichol. & Rog. Capellanjs fegis^ 

Willielmo Comite Eflcxia?, 

j^icardo de Luci. 

Gaufr^' 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF KiNC HENRY It S9S 

Gaufr. de Pcrtico. BOOK IV. 

Reginald© de Courtencia. v ^ 

^^* This convention between King Henrv the Second and 
Roderick king of Conaught is publifhed in Rymer's Foe- 
dera, p* 41* not from any record, hut from a manu- 
fcript copy of the hiilory of Bcnedi^s Abbas in the 
Cotton Library. It appears to be faulty in fome parts, 
which are here correded by Hearne's editioh of that 
author from a manufcript in the Harleian colle(flion; and 
by two other copies, in Roger de Hoveden, and Bromp* 
tonV Chrenicle. 



N^ IX. This refers ta 

p. 16 1, of 

In Bibl. Cotton. Claudius, B.ll. f. 212. i. 

HANC computationeo) prefentaverunt Pifta- 
venfes cardinalibus ; quando St. Thomas 
e^ulabat) fed non func audici. 

Sic computati fuqc gradus cognationis inter Re- 
gem An^orum & Reginam. GuilJ. Rex Angio- 
rum j& Robertu$ comes Moritonii uterini fratres 
fuerunt. Dc Wiliclmo natus eft Henricus, De 
Henrico Matildas imperatrix. De jMacildi Rex 
Henricus. Item de Roberto comite nata eft Bea* 
trix comitifla Pidayenfis. E)e Beatrice Will.comes, 
I)c tVillielmo comite Alienor Regina, 

•^* By this it appears that Heniy and Eleanor were third 
couiins of the half blood. Louis and (he were fourth 
coufins of the whole blood. 



N»X. 
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BOOK IV. j^o jr 

This refers to 

SiislSl"^ •d;^''' ^«''^- ^i/^' «'• 59»» 592. , 

Domino Papa RexAnglorum. 

PROPTER rcvcrcntiam fana* Romanas Ec- 
clefiac, atque devotionem, quam erga earn, & 
paternitatem ac dileftionem veftram, & fratrum 
veftrorum, habemus, & femper habuimus, licet 
flurimum rejijierent fef reclamarent regni nojlri major es 
(^ magis difcretiy ad inftantiam viri difcreti & fapi- 
ends, Hugonis Petrileoni^, fanfta^ Romanse £c- 
clefias cardinalis^ Apoftolicac fedis legati, amici & 
cognati noftri, capicula quae fubfcriptafunt in r^no 
hoftro tcnenda conceflSmps ; videlicet, quod cleri* 
cus de cactero non trahatur antie judicem fecularcm 
in perfqna fua, de aliquo criminally neque de atiquo 
forisfafto,cxcepto forisfafto foreftas meje,& excepro 
laico feodo unde mihi vel alio domino feculari lai- 
icum debetur fcrvitium. Concedo etiam quod archi- 
epifcopatus, cpifcopatus, & abbatias, non teneancur 
in manu mea ultra annum, nifi urgente neceditate, 
^ evideftti de caufa, quae propter hoc non fuerit in- 
Venta, ut diutius tcneantqr. Concedo etiam quod 
interfeftores clericorum, qui eos fcientcr, vel prae- 
mcditate, interfecerint, convifti vel confeffi coram 
jufticiario meo, prasfente epifcopo vel ejus officially 
prater confuetam laicorum vindiffam *, fuam & fiJb- 
rum de haereditate quae. eos contingit perpetuam fuf- 

• I know not;, what to make of thcfe words ; for, that all 
felonies were attCHcleci with a forfeiture of the inheritance of 
the lelon couvldted, appears from GlanviUe, 1. vii, c. 17. p. 55. 

tineant 
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tiDeant exbsereditarionem. Concedo cdam quodBOOK IV. 
clcrici OQO cogantur facerp duellam* 



N" XI. 

Records relating to Itinerant JuJikeSy yr^/w This refers to 
Madox's Hpry of the Exchequer^ P^S^^^^'^^oxf 
10O9 101, 1029 989 99. 

ROBERTUS alius Toll debet xxx marcas Taken fronj 
argcnti, dc placitis G. dc Clincona. ildt^.^*'^* 
Rot. 5 Stepb. Rot. i. k Not. &f Derek * 

Sueinus de Porta debet Cs, de placitis Radulfi 
Bafifet. 3. pauL inf. 

Et de X marcis argenti, de placitis G. de Clin^ 
tooa. li. Rot. 2. a fVillefcira. Hubertus de Wil- 
tona r. c. de Lxij I^ de placitis Radulfi Bafiet pro 
thefauro. lb. pauj. infr. 

Homines Willelmi de Warenna dehent Lx mar- 
cas argenti, de placitis Euftatii fiHi Johannis. lb* 
Rot. 3. a. Everwicfcira. Burgenfes de Evcrvic r. 
c de xxiiijl &xiijs & iiijd, de placitis G. de Qin^ 
ton & Soc. ejus, lb. Rii. 3. a. Accba 61. Erae<- 
brandi r. c. de v marcis argentiy de placitis W« 
Efpec &c Eudachii filii Johaonis ; in operibus Re- 
gis de Everwic liberavit, et quietus eft. lb. Roti 
3. a. E*verw. 

Hugo Hlius EudoQis r. c. de xxs, de placitis W^ 
Efpec Euftachii filii Johannis. B. Roti 3, ^ 
Nortbumb. 

♦ The great roll here cited as tlie fifth of King Stfcpheii 
has been proved to belong to the eighteenth year of King 
Henry the Firft. 8ee M^ox, Diiiertatio Epiftolaris de 
Migno Rotnlo Scaccaril, at the end of his Hifbiy of the £x« 
chequer. 

llobertus 
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B O O K IV. Robcrtus & Alwoldus dc Lcftona r. c. de ▼ mar-i 

^"- " y ^cis argcnti, dc placitis G. dc Clint. B. Rct4 5* a* 

Hunted. 

Et idem Vic. n c. dc Lxviijs^ dc placitis G. dc 
Clint. lb. Rot. 5. b. Sudreia. 

Aluredus Clcricus prxpofitus dc Stanford r. c 
de j marca argcnti, dc placitis G. dc Clint. Inth^l. 
Et Q. e. lb. Rot. ^. a. Effex. 

Gaufridus dc Ou r. c. dc j marca argcnti, dc 
placitis Ricardi Bailet. lb. Rot. 6. b. Heortford-^ 
fdra. 

Et idem Vic. r. c. dc xvijl & iijs & iiijd, dc 
placitis G. dc Clint, dc juratoribus comitatus. In 
ihefauro xv 1 & iij s & iiij d. * lb. Rot. 7. a. Cbent. 
¥, ioi» Burgcnfcs dc Doura dcbcnt Lx marcas argenti, 

dc placitis Hcnrici dc Port. & Soc. ejus. lb. Rot. 
7. a, juxt. 

Et idem Vic. r. c. de xx marcis argcnti, dc pla- 
citis Ricardi Baffct. lb. Rot. 7. b. Sud/exa-- ^ 

dc placitis G. dc Clint, de juratoribus Comitatus. 
lb. Rot. 7. a. in imo. Sudfexa. 

Hugo Malus Vicinus r. c. dc iiij nharcis argcnti, 
dc placitis G. de Clint. lb. Rot. 8. a. Staff, Et 
idem Gotfo [Dapifcr] n c. de v marcis argcnti, dc 
placitis Milonis Gloec. & Fagani filii Johanhist 
iJ. Rot. 8. a. Staff. 

Giflebcrtus dc Miner, n c. dc v martis argentic 
dc placitis Milonis Glocc. & Pagani filii Johannis^ 
lb. Rot. 8. a Gloecejirefcira. 

Robcrtus dc Strapetona r. c. dc jcxxiijs & iiijd^ 
dc Placitis G. dc Clint. lb* Rot. 9. a. Nortbamph 
Brichtwius Presbiter r. c. de x marcis argentic dc 
placitis Ricardi Baffct, lb. Rot. g. b. Legrec 

Radulfus dc Caruh r."c. de iiijl & xiijs & iiijd, 
de placitis G. de Clint. lb. Roti 1 o. a. tsfortfolc. 
Fulchcrus, Ruffus u c. de xls, dc plac. Ricardi 
Baffct. Jb, infra. 

Ricardug 
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kicardus Efturmit.r. c. de ij marcis argenti,BOOK rv. 
de placicis Ricardi Baflec. Fulchardus pnepofitus ^ 
de Tietford debet xxxvl &ijs & viijd, de placids 
G* de Clint. lb. Rot. 10. b. Sudf* 

JEt idem Vicecomes r* c. de Lvijs & yjd, de ve- 
teribus plackis RadulB Baflet. In th 1. Et Q^ e. 
Et idem Vic. r. c. de xls^ de placitis G. de Clint, 
de judicibus Burgi de Buchingcbam. In th 1. &: 
Q^e. 3. Rot. II. a. Bucbing. Et idem Vic, r. c- 
de xlS) de placitis G. de Clint, de juratoribus & 
minutis hominibus Comitatus. lb. Rot. ii. a. 
Bedf. 

Goisbertus Dapifer Rogeri de Molbrai r. c. de j 
marca argenci^ de pbcitis G. de Clint. lb. Rot. 1 1* 
b. Warwic. 

Siwardus de Cantorp, r. c. de x marcis argenti, 
de placitis G. de Clint. Alanus de Creon v. c* 
de — marcis argentic pro hominibus fuis, de pla- 
citis W. de Albin. Atanus filius Joheli Line, de- 
bet Cs, de placitis Radulphi BafTet. lb. Rot. i2, 
a. Line. Et idem Vic. r. c, de Lxxiiij marcis ar- 
gqnti & dim. de placitis Ricardi Baflet de minuds 
hominibus. lb. Rot. 12. b. Line. 

Peiflbn homo Patricii de Cadurc. debet x marcas 
argenti, de placitis G. de Clint, dum cuftodivit 
lerram Patricii. lb. Rot. 13. a. Bercb. 

Et idem Vic. debet Lvs, de minutis placids W« 
Efpec. & Euftachii filii Johannis. lb. Rot. 14, b. 
Cbaerkolium. 

Et idem Vicecomes r. c. de vij 1 & vj s & viij d,' 
de placids Robcrti Arundell& foe. ejus de Forefta. 
Mag. Rot. 5 Stepb. Rot. 2. a. Dorfeta. 

Walterus Efpec r. c. de CC marcis argenti de pla- 
cito Cervi ; In thefauro L marcas argenti, et debet 
CI. lb. Rot. 3. b. Everwic. 

Et? 
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BOOK rv. Et idem Vicccpmcs r. c. de xxvjs & vHjd, de 

^' >t ^placitis G. dc Clint, dc Forcfta* 3. Rot. 5. <!• 

Hunted. 

Et idem Vicecomes r. c. dc C & xxx marcis ar- 
genti, & dimidia de placitis W. de Albtni ic foe, 
ejus dc Forefta. 3. Roi. 6. a. Effiff. 

Gotfo Dapifer debet xxv marcas argenti, de pla« 
citis Milonis Gloec. dc Forefta de Epifcopatu Cef« 
trise. lb. Rot. i. a. Staffordi , . 

Ranulfus Parcarius r. c. dc x<vl & j marca ar- 
genti, dc placitis Radulfi BaflTct; lb. Rot: 10. a: 
Norfok. 

Et idem Vicecomes r. c. dc xl & iijs & iiijd, 
de placitis Robcrti Arundel del de Forefta. lb: Rot. 
16. a.X)ivenef€. 

Et idem Vicecomes n c. de xl & vs, de pla- 
citis Robcrti Arundel & ibc. ejus de Forefta. lb. 
Rot. 1 6. b. Cornualia. 
p. ioi» Dc placitis Comitis Gaufridi & Ricardi dc Lucix 

Msg. Rot. 1 2 H. II. Rot. i« a4 Line. 
Jb. Rot. I. b. Bkcbh^, 6f Bedef^ 
lb. Rot. 2. J. Norf. & Suthf. 
lb. Rot. 3. b. Everwichfc. 
lb. Rot. 4. d. Noti &f Derb. 
R, Rot. 4^ b. 

lb. Rot* 5. a. fFar. C^ Legrec. 
R. Rot. 5. b. Norhumb: 
S). Rot. 6. b. Cafktbr. & Hmtend. 
Jb. Rot. 8. b. Surr. 
lb. Rat. 9. a. in imo Ghent i 
S). Rot. 10* a. Effe^a 6? Hertfortfa 
lb. Rot. 6. A. CaeriioKum. 
Msg. Rot 4 12 H. UipaJ/inti 
t)e placitis Comicis Gaufridi & Ricardi de Luci 
dc hominibus dc Lcnna. Magi Rot. 13 H. II. Rot* 
3. a. Norf. & Suthf* 

D9 
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V)c p)acitis of the fame perfons, ut fupi^a* JJ^BOOK iv; 
^t. ^.b. Sutbfexa^ 

Dc placiris/ ut fupra. lb. Rot. 4. a. Uncvti^ 
tfcira. 

Dc placitis ut Tupra. B. Rot. 5. h. NortbumbirL 

Ut fupra 5 Ib^ Rot. 6. a. Evetwitb. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 7. a. Bucbin^, & Bedf^^ 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 8. a. Norbantefi. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 9. b. Not. Cs? Defb. 
' Ut fupra 5 lb. Rot. 10. b. Ejfex fc? Hurtf. 

Ut fupra ', lb. Rot. 11. a. War. & Legret. 

Ut fupra \ lb. Rot. ti.a. Cant. &Hmt. 

Ut fupra; lb. Rot. 13. a. Cbent. 

Ut fupra; lb. Rot. 13. b. Surr. 

De placitis Ricardi de Luci; lb. Rot. li. b. 
CatleoUufn. 

Nova placita & novae Convcntioncs dc placitis 
Alani.de Nevilla. Mag. Rot. 13 H. IL Rot. a. 
Berrocbefcira. 

N. P. & N. C. de Placitis Alani dc NcviUa* 
lb. Rot. 4* b. Uncol. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 4. b. Staf. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 5. a. SaiopefcirA. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 5. a. IVincheJtr. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 5. b. Heref. in ff^alUs. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 5. b. Nortbumb^ 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 6. b. Everwicb. 
. Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 7. a. Bucbing. & Bedf. 
' Ut fupra; lb. Rot. 8.ia. Nortbanttfcira. 

De placitis Alani de NeviUa, R. Rot. 8« h 
Rotel. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 9. a. ff^tlt. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. g. b. Not. &? Derb. 

Ut fupra; lb. Rot. 10. a. Gloec. 

Ut fupra; lb. Rot. 11. a. Cant. & Hunt. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 12. a. Hante/dra, 
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BOOK IV. Nova placiu & novae Conventiones dc Foreftia, 

^ V ^pcr Alanum dc NcvilU. 7J. Rot. ii. b. Dcvc- 

nefcira. 

De placitis Archidiaconi Pidavenfis & Guidonis 
t)ccani & Reginaldi dc Warcnna, & Willidoji 
Baffer. lb. Rot. 3. b. EJfexa fef Herfordfcira. 

Dtf placitis Widonis Decani dc Waltham, & 
Willielmi BafTet, & Reginald de Warenna* lb. 
Rot. 5. b. Uncol. 

De placitis Alani dc NevilU : Radulfus de Fer- 
rariis debet x marcas^ pro feftinando judicio fuo de 
Ricardo Fabro^ qui cum & homrnes fuos appella- 
vit de cervo quern eos capcre vidir, poftca fc indc 
retraxit. lb. Roi.'g. b. Devenefcira. 
T. 98. Dc placitis Widonis Decani, & Willelmi BafTet, 

& Reginaldi de Warcnna^ M(^. Rot. 15 H.l\. 
Rot. 1 . b. NicbaUfcira. 

De placitis Archidiacogi Piftavienfis, & Widonis 
Decani, & Reginaldi dc Warenna, & ipfius Wil- 
lelmi BalSet (who was IherifF that year'of AVar. 
and Leic.) in Legerceftrefcira, hem de placitis 
corundem in Warwicfcira. lb. Rot. 2. b. 

lb. Rot. 4. b. 

lb. Rot. 10. b. 

De placitis Archidiaconi Fift. & Widonis De- 
cani, & Reginaldi de Warenna. Jb. Rot. 1 2. b. 
Surreia. & ib. tit. Lundoma i^Midd. 

De placitis Comitis Galfiridi &' Riciardi de Luci. 
lb. Rot.s^. a*Evervicfcira. 

3. Rot. $.b. 

De placitis Widoms Decani & Willelmi Bafler. 
Ib. Rot. ^, b. Staff. 

De placitis Decani de Wakham,''& Willelmi 
Baflet. Ib, Rot. 8. a. Glowtc, 

Dc placitis Archidiaconi t^iiSavcnfisi. & Widonis 
Decanij & Reginaldi de Wiarenna,* & Wiirdmi 
Baffct, lb. Rot. 7. b.'Norf. y Sudf. De £tociti$ 

Comitis 
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Cortiith Gaufridi,. & Ricardi de Luci, de hdmihi.B60KJV. 
bus de Lenha4 lilf. Rot. j.a. 

De placitis Rcglnaldi dt Warenni & Joharxnis 
Cumin in Sumcrfcta; Placita coruiidem in Dorktsu 
lb. Rod li bi 

lb. Rdt. 2i ai 

De placitis Reginaldi de Warenna, & johannit 
Cumin^ Gervafii de Cornhill. Ibi Rot. 2. b. Divi^ 
iufiira. 

In Mdg. hot.prxdi anfii is.fajfim. 
' De pladtis Comicis Galfridi & Rlcatdi de Lud 
de hominibus de Lenria. De placitis Archidiaconi 
PidavijE, & Widon is Decani, & Reginald! de 
Warenna, & Willelmi BiSktk De placitis Widodii 
Decani & Ogcrii Dapiferi; Mag. Rot. 16 H. \l. 
Rot. i.a.& b, Norfolcb &? Sudfolcb. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Pi&avia?, & Reginald! 
de Warenna, & Widonis Decayii lb$ Rot*, i^b. 
Lundonia &? Afi^dlefexai , - ' 

De Placitis Comitis Galfridi & Ricardi de Lucu 
Item de Placitis Archidiaconi Pidavise* De placi- 
tis Alani de Nevill [for the Foreft]. Ib^ Roti na. 
Northamptonfcira. * 

De, Placitis Willelml BaQet & Alani de Nevill 
joniorisi De Placitis Roberti de Stutevill & Hu- 
gonis de Morvilli Nova placita & nova^ Convcn- 
tiones \ de Placiti$ Alani de NeviH junioris ^for the 
Foreftj. lb, Rot* 2* CarleoHutrii 
, De Placitis Comitis Galfridi & Ricardi de Liici*P. 9^ 
De Placitis Alani de Nevill junioris & WiUelmi 
BiflTec, lb. Roti 3. di Everivicbfiira. 

De t^lacltis Willclmi Baflfct & Alani de Nevill 
junioris. Placita. Roberti de Stutevill & Hugonis 
de MorvilK De Placitis Alani de Ncvil junioris 
[for the Foreft]* lb* Roti p b. Nmhumberland*. 

De ftacitis Alani de Nevill [for the ForfeftJ. 

llttii dc Plaoitb Alani de Nevilk De Placitis Re- 

D d 2 ^ 'giaaldi 
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BO OK IV, ginaldi de Warcnna ct Johannis Cumin. It. Rot. 4* 
?• ^ *a. etb. mU. 

Dc Placicis Alani dc Ncvill [for the Forcft]. 
N. P. ct N. C. Dc Placitis Alani dc Ncvill junioris. 
lb. Rot. 4. a. et b. Berochfcira. 

Ete Placitis Alani dc Ncvill. De Placitis Wi- 
donis Decani ct Willcimi BafTct. De Placitis Alani 
dc Ncvill junioris. lb. Rot. 5. b. Gioec. 

Pc Placitis Alani dc Ncvill. Dc Placitis Wif. 
Iclmi Baflfet cc Alani dc Ncvill junioris. lb. Rot. 
6. a. Notttnck et Derb. 

De Placitis Willcimi Baflet ct Alani de Ncvill 
junioris. lb. Rot. 6^ a. etb. Warwicfc. et Legrec. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piiftavas, ct Widonis 
Decani, ct Reginaldi de Warcnna^ ct Willelmi 
Baflet. lb. Rot. 6. b. Cantebr. et Hunted. 
. De Flapitis Reginaldi de Warcnna, ct Johannis 
Cumin, et Gcrvalii dc Cornhell. De Placitis Alani 
de Ncvill [for the Foreft], lb. Rot. 7. a. Devenefc. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Pidavias, ct Guidonis 
l^ecani, et Reginaldi de Warcnna, et Willelmi 
Baflet. De Placitis Alani de Ncvill [for the Fo- 
reft]* lb. Rot. 8. a. Effexa et Hwrtf. 

De Placitis Reginaldi de Warcnna et Johannis 
Cumin. N. P. ct N. C. De Placitis Alani dc 
Ncvill junioris. lb. Rot. 8. b. Dor/eta et Sumerf. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavia^ et Reginaldi 
de' Warcnna, ct Decani dc Waltham, et Willielmi 
Baflet. De Palcitis Alani dc Ncvill [for the Fo- 
rcft]. lb. Rot. 9- a. Hantefcira. De Placitis Regi- 
naldi de Warcnna ct Johannis Cumin, lb. Rot. 9* 
' Civitas Wintm^. 

De Placitis Widonis Decani ct Willelmi Baflfet. 

De PlacitU Alani dc, Ncvill [for tha Forefl:]. Dc 

, Placitis Ricardi de Luci. (Ttefe laft I think were 

old Picas, or Picas of a former year.) lb. Rot* 

. ^^b. Staff. 

Dc 
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Dc Placitis Archidiaconi Pi£iaviaj, ct GuidonisBOOK IV. 
Decani, et Rcginaldi de Warrenna, et Willelmi^ 
Baflet. De Placitis /Irchidiaconi PiftavisB ct Wi- 
donis Decani. lb. Rot. lo. a. Sudfexa. 

De Ptacitis Comitis Galfridi et Ricardi dc Luci» 
De Placitis Widonis Decani, ct Reginald! dc War- 
rcnna, ct Willclmi Baffct. Dc Plagtis Willelmi 
Baflet et Alani de Nevill. lb. Rot. 10. a. et b. 
Nicholeifcira: 

De Placitis Archidiaconi PiAavise, ct Widonig 
Decani, Rcginaldi de Warenna, et Henrici filii 
Gdroldi Camerarii. lb. Rot. \i. a. Cbent. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavenfis, ct Widonis 
Decani, et Reginaldi de Warenna. Dc Placitis 
Alani dc Nevill. lb. Rot. 1 1. b^ Surreia. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavenfis, ct Widonis 
Decani, et Rcginaldi dc Warenna, ct Willclmi 
Baflet. De Placitis Widonis Decani ct Ogeri Da- ' 

piferi. Mag^ Rot. 17 H. IL a. Norf. et Sudf. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavcnfis, ct Regi- ?• i©^ 
naldi dc Warrenna, et Decani dc Waltham, Wil- 
lclmi^ Baflet. Mag. Rot. ly H. II. Rot. 3, ^. Han- 
Ufcira. 

De Placitis Reginaldi dc Warenna et Johannis 
Cummin. lb. Rot. ^^ bf Civit. H^ntoni^. 

B. Rot. 3.b. 

De Placitis Willclmi Baflet ct Alani db Nevill 
Junioris. Jb, Rot. 4^ a. Not. et Derb. 

De Placitis Ricardi de Luci, lb. Rot.^.af 

De Placitis Alani de Nevill junioris ct Willclmi 
BaflTct. lb. Rot. s fa. 

lb. Rot. 5.b. Nortbumbrelandf 

Dc Placitis Roberti Stutcvill. lb. Rot. ^i' if 
Carleolium. 

De Placitis Widonis Decani ct Willclmi Baflfet^ 
lb. Rotf 6. af Gloceftrefcira. 

Dda |?c 
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4oi' APPENDIX TO THE LIFE. 

BOOKIV, Dc Placitis ^Villdmi BaOct ct Alani dc Ncvill 
^ \" viAijji/jupioris, Ilf Rot. 6. i, Wat. ^/ Legrec. 

De Placitis Widonis Decani, ct Rfsginaldi do 
Warenna, et Willelnii Ba0ct, et-Alahi dc Ncvill 
junioris, ]^. Rot. 7. a. Lincobifcira. 
\, Dc Placitis Archidiaconi Piftaviae, ct Widonis 
Decani, ct Rcginaldi dc Warenna, ct WillieUni 
Paflcr. lb. Rot. 7. b. Cantehr^ et Hunt^ 
lb. Rot. 8. a. EJfexa et Hurtf. 
' . Jb.Rot. i.b.Sudfexa. , • 

Dc Placitis Archidiaconi Pidtaviae, ct Widonis 
Decani, ct Rcginaldi dc Warenna, et Henrici filii 
Ocroldi Canicrariit Ibn Rot. 9. a. Ghent, 
lb ..Rot. 9. b. Surreia^ et Lundonia et Midd^ 
^g* Rot. fr^diSii anni 1 7. fajjim. 

ThisTcfe^to N'XII. 

p.?75. ot • . 



^ ?ol. 



From BenediSi. Abbas ^ t. up^ 136. 

** H4 funt AJfife faSla apud Clarendune^ et Pojiea 
^* rwrdata apud Norlbamtoniam. 

f* Q^l quis reftatus fuerit coram Jufticiariis Do- 
•* O' friini Reeis dc Murdro, vcl Latrocinio, vcl 
** Robcria, vcl Rcpcpfationef}ominom talia fecicn- 
^f tiuo), vel d^ F^lfoperiai vcl iniqua Combultionc, 
^ J)cr Sacran^entum duoqccim Militum de Huci- 
f^ drcdo, et, fi Milites non jjdfi>erint, per Sacra* 
f* mentum duodecim- I^iberorMn^ Lcgaliuoi homi-: 
*f nun), tt p^r Sacrameptum quatuor de unaqua- 
. f* que Villa Hundredi, eat ad Judiciqm Aquaj ; 
** ct fi perierit; altcrum Pcdcm amittan Et apu4 
f* Northamptoniatn additum eft, pro rigpre Jufti-. 
** ciae, quod dextcrum fimiliter pugnamtrum pcdc 
ff ^mictac, et Regnqni abjurcc, ct infra quadra- 

' $*|ini4 
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OF King HENRY II. 

*' ginta dies a Regno exuler. Et fi ad Aquatn f ^Q^^; 

*' mundus fuerit, invcnjat Pfegios, et rcnianeat in 

*• Regno, pifi reftatus 'fuerit de Murdro, vcl alia 

** turpi Fclonia, per commune Comitatus et le- 

'* gahanri Militum Patrias: dc quo, ji prasdiilo 

*' modo reftatus fijcrit, quamvis ad Aquam falvus . 

** fuerit, nichilominus infra quadraginta dies I 

^' Regno exeat; et Gatalla liia fecum afporteti 

*^ fafvo jure Dominorum fuorum, et Rrgnudi 

V abjurct, in Mifericordia Domini Regis* Haec 

^' autcm Affifa attencbit a tempore, quo Aflifa fafla 

** fiiit ^^d Clarendone, continue ufque ad hoc 

*' tern pus ; et amodo, quam diu Domino Regi pla- . 

** cuerit, in Murdro, et Prodicione, et iniqua Com- 

*' buftione, et in omnibus praediftis Capitulis, nifi 

** in Minucis Furtis et Robcriis, quae fafta fuerunt 

*' tempore Guerrse, ficut de Equis, ec Bobiis, ef 

*** minoribus rebus, * 

** Item, nulli liccat, ncque in Burgo ncque in 
^* Villa, hofpitari aliquem Extraneum, ultra unam 
** noftem, in domo fua, quern ad Rcftum habere 
*' volueric ; nifi Hofpitatus ille Eflbnium rationa- 
** bile habuerit, quod Hofpes domus monftrct vi- 
*? cinis fuis Et cqm receffcrit, coram Vicinis re- 
**< cedat, et perDiem, 

** Si quis faifitus fuerit de Murdro, vel *Latro» 
•* cinio, vel Hoberia/ vel Falfoneria, et indc IiC 
' ** cognofcens, veLde aliqua alia Fclonia, quam fc- 
** cerit coram PrsepoGto Hundre^i vel Burgi, et 
''• coram Legalibus Hominibus ; id poftea coram 
** Jufticiis ncgarc non potcrir, Et li idem fine 
*^ laifina coram eis aliquid hujufmodi recognovcrit^. 
♦* hocfimul coram Jufticiis negare non poterit, 

** Item, Si quis obierit Francus-tenens, Hercdei 

^^ipfius remaneant in tali Saifina, qualem Pater 

♦rfuus habuit die, quafuit Vivus et Mprtuc«, de 

** Fcodo fqo: e( C^ulla fqa habeant^ unde facianc 

Pd4 •♦divifam 
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4o8 APPENDIX TO THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. €t dJvif;im defundi, Et Dominum fuum pofteare^t 
^ -a V ' - ^ ^f quirant, et ci faciant dc Relevio, et aliis, qua? el 
f ^ facpre debent de feodo fuo^ Et fi hcrcs fueric 
^Mnfra,2etacem, Dominus Fcodi recipiat Homar 
^* gium fuum, et habeat in Cuftodia ilium quam*r 
^^ diu dcbuerit. Alii Domini, fi plurcs fuerint, 
•* Homagium ejus rccipiant, et ipfc facjat cis quod 
f* faccrp dcbuerit. Et uxor dcfun^^i habeat dotem 
** fuam, et partem de Catallis ejus, qua? cam con;- 
^' tingir^ Et G Dominus peodi negat Heredibu3 de«- 
f* fundli Saifinam ejufdem defunfti, quam exigunt, 
^' Juftid^e Domini Regis faciant inde fieri recognir 
^^ tionem per duodecim Legales Homines, quaiero 
f^ Saifinam defun£tus inde habuit, die qua fuit 
f ' Vivus ct Mortuus, Et, ficut rccognitum fuerit» 
f* ita Heredibps eis reftituant Et fiquis contra 
^* hoc fcccnt, et inde Attaintus fuerit, remaneat in 
1* Miiericordia Regis^ 

** Item, Jufticiac Domini Regis faciant fieri Re- 
f* cognitionem de Diflaifinis fadis fuper Aflifam, 
fa tempore quo Dominus Rex venit in Angliam, 
^^proximo pofl: Pacetp faftam inter Ipfum ct Rc- 
f gem filium fuum, 

** Item, Jufticiae capianr Domini Regis pideli- 
^^ tates infra Claufum Pafcha, et ad ultimum infra 
• ** Claufum-Pcntccofttn, ab omnibus, fcilicet Co- 
" mitibus, Paronibus, MilitibuSjj et Libere-tencn- 
** tibus, et etiam Rufticis, qui in Regno manere 
f volucrinr. Et qui facere nolucrit Fidelitaterot 
** tanquam inimicus Domini Regis capiatur« Ha* 
f' bent etiam Jufticiae praecipcre, quod omnes ilii, 
^^ qpi nondum fecerunt Homagium if Ligantiam 
f* Dominq Regi, quod ad tcrminum, quod ci^ 
^' nomin^^bunt, veni^nt, et- faciant Regi Homa- 
f* gium et Ligantiam ficut Ligio Domino. 

*^ Item, Jufticiae faciant omnes Jufticias ct Rcc- 
f * tjtudines fpcftantcs a^ Dominum Regem, & ad 

^f Coronam 



Digitized by 



Google 



bF Kino HENRY IL 40$ 

^* Coronatn fuam, per Brcye Domini Regis, Vel^O^K: rv; 
^' illorum qui in loco ejus erunt, de feodo dimidi^ ^ 
V Militis ec infra ;' nifl tarn grandis fit qperel^ 
•* quod non poffit dcduci fine Donoino Rege, vcl 
** talis, quam Jufticiae ci rcportcnt pro dubitationc 
^* fua, vcl ad Illos qui in loco ejus erunt* Inten- 
^* dant tamcn, pro poflc fuo, ad Commodum Do* 
^^ mini Regis faciendum. Facient etiam Affifara 
-^ de Latronibus inicjuis et Malefaftoribus terr» : 
f^ (qtias Affila eft per Conri}ium Regis, filii. fui, 
*^ et Hominum fuprum) per quos i(uri funt Comi* 
>*tatus. 

*^ Itfsm, Jufticias provideant* quod Caftella di- 
^^ Quta prorfus diruantur, et diruenda bene profter- 
^' nantur. Et nifi hoc fecerint, Dominus Rex Ju- 
^^ dicium Curix fuasde eis habere voluerit, fiflut de 
^* Contcmptoribus Prascepti fui^ 
- ^^ Item, Jufticiae inquirant de Excaetis, de Ec- 
^* clefiis, de . Terris,- de Feminis, quas fint de Do- 
f ^ natione Domini Regis. 

^* Item, Baillivi Domini Regis refpondeant ad 
^* Scaccarium, tarn de Afllfo Redditu, quam de 
^^ omnibus Perqui(itionibus fuis^ quas faciunt in 
f^ Baijiiis fuis. Excepcis illis, quse pertinent ad 
^* Vicccomitatum, 

•* hem, Jufticiae inquirant de Cuftodiis CafteU 
. *^ lorum,. et qui/^t quantum, et ubi eas dcbeahtj 
♦* et poftea mandent Domino Regi, 

^* Item, Latro ex quo capitur, Vicecomiti tra- 
f* d^tur ad cuftodiendum. Et fi Vicecomes abfens 
f* fuent, duca;ur ad proximuni Caftellanum, et 
*^ ipfe ilium cuftodi^t, donee lUum libcret Vice- 
f* comiti, 

** Item, Jufticiae faciant quaercre per Confue- 
5* tudincm Terrae illos, qui a Regno receflcrunt, 
f* Et nifi redire voluerint infra terminum nomi- 
f ^ natum;^ et flare ad Re£tum in Curia Domini 

*' Regis, 
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4IO APPENDIX TO THi LIFE 

BOOK IV." Regis, poftea Utlagcnturj ct Nomina Utiago- 
^«* nim affcrant ad t^afcha, ct ad feftum Sanfti Mi- 
^^ chaelis, ad Scaccarium, ct exindc mictantijf 
«• Domino Rcgi.** 



This refers to 
p. 282. of 
thisToL 



Brompton, 
Chron. col, 
9Ba. - 



N'XIIL 

From the Tranfcript in Selden's NoUs t9 Ead-- 
mtrui^ p. 193, 194* 

WILLIELMUS Dei Gratia Rex Anglo- 
nrav, dnBibutad qaosicriptum hoc per* 
vet^iet falotera ec amicitiao)* M ando et pra^ipio per 
«otam Anglic nadoncm coftodiri ; Si . Angliais 
homo' conpipelkc aliqiaetn Franctgenam per helium 
de furto vel homicidib vdaiiqua re pro qua ixfUum 
fieri debeat vel judicium inter duos lioromes, ha* 
b^t {)lenam hcxntiam hoc faciendi. Ei ii An- 
glicus bellum nolueric, ^ Francigena compellarus 
adtcgict fe jurejurando contra eum per fuos tcttes 
leoindum legem Normannias. Item fi '^ Francl- 
gctiB compcll^t AngUcum per -bellum dc eifdcm 
* lebus, Anglicus plena licemta defcndat fe per b<^- 
lum, vel per *^ judicium, fi magis ei plapeat. £t 
fi ^ pterque fit invalidus, ct noht bellum vel non 
eiz^Wilkina. d p^^^^ qy^^^^ gy \^2\^m dcfenforem. Si Fran- 

Brompton, cigcna vi£tus fuerit, pcrfplvat Regi ks. Et fi An- 
glicus noict defendcrc fc per bellum vel per tefti; 
nfK>niumi adlegiet fe per Dei * judicium^ Dc om- 
nibus utla^aris rebus Rex inftituit, ut Anglicus 
fe purget ^ad judicium. £c fi An^Uc^s ^ppellat 



^firrvM 
Wilkins, 



Wilkins, 

•ferrum 

Wilkins. 



iperferrum 
Wilkins. 



* In the Copy fivcn by Wilkins, it ftands thus : " Frand- 
<* gena compelians A^glum purget fe in jurcjurando tedes/et 
** cimdum Legem Norinanniae.'* But th^ fcnle is much better 
as 1 have given it here from Selden^ 

Francigenam 
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Francigenam dc utlagaria, ct hoc fupler eum invert- TOOK IV, 
larc velit, defcndat fe Francigena per bellum. Et^^ '^ 
fi Angjicus non audeat f^ enim probare per bcllum^« ^«wf<w^^- 
defendat fc Francigena plcno juramcnto, non ia^'«^^^^* 
^erb(Hruai obfervantiis. 



NO XIV. ■^,^'' 



JFromWilkinSy p. 229, 



thi^vol^ 



DECRETUM eft ctiam ibi, ut fi Franci- 
gcna appellaverit Anglum de pcrjufio, aut 
murdro, furto, aut homicidio, * i?<2», quoddicunt'I^^^c«J* P* 
apertam rapinam, quae negari non.poteft, Anglusy^ Wifi. 
fc dcfendat per quod melius voluerit, autjudi€iOfi>»r^/a 
ferri, aut duello. Si autem Anplus inBrmus fuerit,i^>wi»> 
inveniac alium qui pro eo faciac. Si quis eoruni 
viAus fuerit, eniendet Regi xl folidos. Si autem 
Anglus Francigenam appellaverit et .probare vo- 
luerlc judicio aut duello, volo tunc Francigenam 
purgare fc facramento non ^ fra^o. \/5fwHovc^ 



N"" XV. Thisiefcrsta 

p. 289 of 

f^^rom Wilkmsj p. 229^ 

INTERDICIMUS ctiam ne quis occidatiir, 
eraaotur 

' vel fufpendatur pro aliqua cuJpa ; fed enerventur 
pculi, et abfcindantur pedes, vel tefticuli, vel ma*.* 
nus, ita quod truncus remaneat vivus in fignuni 
prodltionis, et nequitiae fuae : fccundum enim quan- 
pt<|ipm ddifli debet poena maleficis infiigi. Ida 
a prascepti 
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4U. APPENDIX TO THE LIFE 

BOOK IV^praeccpta non fint violata fupcr forisfaaurain nof* 
^'"■"■v' 'tram plcnana. Tcftibus, &c. 



Tbisrcfcret^ * Kio "V\7T 

p. 3/9. of rS AVI. 

this ToU 

From Rymer^s Fcedera^ p. 36. . 

A. D. 1174. TTENRICUS Dei gratia Rex Anglte, Domi- 

'^ sr ' JlJL nus HibcrnisB, Dux Normappiae, Aquitaniar, 

^•£®^^* Comes Andegaviae, Archicpifcopis, Epifcopis, 
Abbatibus, Prioribus, Comitibus, Baronibus, Juf- 
ticiariis, Vicccomitibus, Praspofitis, Miniftris, cc 
: omnibus Ballivis et Fidelibus fuis, falutem. Scia- 
tis quod pro faluce animae noftras et animarum An- 
teccflbrum et Hseredum noftrorum, et ad malas 
confuctudines abolcndas conceflimus, & hac Carta 
* noftra confirmavimus pro nobis et Hasredibus nof- 
tris in perpetuum, quoticfcumque de caetcro con- 
tigerit aliquatn navem periclitari in poceftatc n6f- 
tfa, five in Coftera Maris Angliae, five in Coftera 
Pidlavise, 'five in Coftera Infuias Olcrbnis, five in 
Coftera Wafconlae, et de navi taliter periclitata ali- 
quis homo vivus cvaferit et ad terram venerit, om- 
nia bona et catalla in navi ilia contenta remaneant 
• et fint eorum quorum prius fuerunt, et cis noh de- 
perdantur nomine Wrecci. 'Et fi de navi taliter 
periclitata nullo hominc vivo ^vadcnte contingat 
quamque beftiam aliam vivam evaderc, v^l in navi 
ilia vivam inveniri, tunc bona et catalla ilia p>er 
tnanus Ballivorum noftrorum,' vel Ha^rcdum nof- 
trorum, vel per manus Ballivorum ipforum, in 
quorum t^rra navis fuerit periclitata, libercntur 
quatuor probis hominibus cuftodienda ufque ad 
tcrminum trium menfium, ut fi illi, quorum catalla 
ilia fuerinty infra terminum ilium ycncrint ad exi- 

gcndum 
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OF King HENRY II. 413 

gendum catalla ilia, et probare poffint ipfa catallaBOOK IV, 
fua efle, eis libcrentur quieta. Si vero infra prae- *'" 
diftum tcrminunrr nullus veniret ad exigcndum ca- 
talla ilia, tund noftra fint et H^cdum noftrdrum 
nomine Wrecci, vel altcrius qui libcrtatcm ha- 
bucrit Wreccum habendi. Si vero de navi pericli- 
tata taliter nullus homo vivus evaferic, nee alia 
beftia ficut prsedidum efl:, turn nona ec catalla in 
navi ilia contenta noftra fint et Hasredum noftrorum 
nomine Wrecci, vel altcrius ubi navis fuerit pc» 
riclitata, qui libertatem habuerit Wreccum habendi. 
Quare volumus et firmiter praecipimus pro nobis et 
Hasredibus rioftris, quod, quotiefcunque de caetcro 
contingeret aliquam navem periclitari, in poteftate 
noftra, five in Coftera Maris Anglia?, five in Coftcra 
Pidaviae, five 'm Coftera Infqlae Oleronis, five in Cot 
icra Wafconiae, etde navi taliter periclitata - aliquis 
homo vivus evaferit et ad terram venerit, omnia 
bona et catalla in navi ilia contenta remaneant, et 
fint eorum quorum prius fuerint, et eis non deper- 
dantur nomine Wrecci. Et fi de navi taliter pe- 
riclitata, nuUo homine vivo evadente^ contingat 
quamcumque beftiam aliamvivam evadere, vel in 
navi ilia vivam inveniri, tunc bona et catalla ilia 
per manus Ballivorum noftrorum, vel Haeredum 
noftrorum, vel per manus Ballivorum ipforum, in 
quorum terra navis fuerit periclitata, libcrentur 
quatuor probis hominibus cuftodienda ufque ad 
terminum trium menfium, ut fi illi^ quorum ca« 
talla ilia fuerint, infra terminum ilium venerint ad 
exigendum catalla ilia, et probare poffint ipfa ca- 
talla fua e0e, eis libcrentur quieta. Si vero infra 
praedidum terminum nullus venerit ad exigendum 
catalla illa^ tunc noftra fint et Haeredum noftro* 
rum nomine Wrecci, vel altcrius qui libertatem 
habuerit Wreccum habendi. Et fi de navi, ilia 
taliter periclitata nullus homo vivus evaferit, -vel 

alia 
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BQQK IV. ^lia bcftia ficuc praediftum eft, tunc bona & catalb/ 

•"^ ^t ''in navi iUa contenta, noftra fine ct Hsredum 

.noftrorum nomine Wrccci, vcl alterius, ubi navis 

, fuctic pcriclicata, qui libertatem habueric Wrec- 

cum habendi^ Eiqui prasdi^um eft. Hiis Teftih 

. bus, 

Vcncra^iU.P^tre W, Karleol. £pi(copo/ 

W. Valentin* plccto. 

J. Com» Line. £t Conftabular. Ceftriae:. 

Pctro de Malo Lacu. 

ticnr^ de Trublcvilh tunc Scnefcall Wafconi*- 

Hug^ bifpenf. 

Godefrido de Sancumb« 

Amaur de Saodp Amando. 

WillelmodeBecl. 

Galfr. Difpenf. ' 
. G^ffido ce Cauz. 
, Barth^ Pccph. 

JohanQc Guband, et aliis. 
. D^cuinpcr manum veri^rabilis Patris Radulpbi 
• Cyceftr. ^pifcopi, Cancellar. ooftri, apu3 Merest 
well. vicefimQ. iexxi^ die, Maii^ Xnno Regni noftri 



Thcfewere vjo VVF 

promifcdto .i> -A.V1. 

the Reader in 

I. 

PAX San&B Ecclefise. Cujqfcunquc Forif- 
fa£turar 'quia rei]($ fit hoc tempore, & venire 
poteft ad SanAam Ecclefiami Pacem habeac vita? 
'* a membri; Et fi qviis injecerit manum in cum 
qvi pmccm JEcckGam qiuefierit, five fie Abbada, 

fi?e 
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five Eccl^Ga Religionism reddat eum qufcm abftu- POOKl^ 
lerit, & centum f6lidos !ionf)ine Forisfaftorae/ <f '^ 
ct Matri Ecclefiae Parochlali xx folidos, et Ca- 
pellae x folidos. Et qili frcgerit paccm Regis in 
Merchenete^, xrentum foltdis trmendet ; fimUiter 
de compen&timc honuoidii, & de infidiis^fOKOOgi* 
tatis *. 

- ' II. 

Haw: , placita pertinent ad Coronam Regis. Et fi 
aliquis aut ^aliqua vexaverit, (moleftaverit aut) 
malefccerit hominibus illius Ballivse et dc hoc fit 
jattindus per juftitiam Regis, Forisfaftura fit dupla 
illius quam alius quifpiam forisfeceriti*. 

Ill- 

Ee qui in Danelega violavertt pacem Regis^ 
cxliv tibris emendet. Et Forisfafttirse Regis quai^ 
pertinent ad Vicccomitem, xl folidi in Merchene* 
Jega» & 1 folidi in Weftfexenelega. Et de liberd 
homine qui habet Sac & Soc & Tol & Tem. & 
Infangentheof & implacitatus fuerit, & ad Fo* 
risfafturam pofitus in Comitatu, pertinct Foris* 
ffldura ad opus Vicecomitis xl Orae in Danelega, 
& de alio homine, qui ejufmodi Libertatem non 
habet, Orar xxxii. De his xxxii oris habebic 
Vicecomcs ad ufum Regis oras decern, & is qui 
eum implacitaverit habebit in remedium verfus eun^ 

* In tranfcribing thit ftatute I have altered (bme of the Aopf, 
which are evidently wrong and hurt ^thefenfe. 

f This is obfcurely worded ; but the fenfe of it is, that for 
Any ill treatment of theKii^^s tenants. in his bailliv^ the^or- 
;ititure fhould be double to' what it would be in the cafe of any 
other man. ' This,* and fome other flatutes x>f William tkeFirfij 
here -^ven^ were not invufe. under' Henry jtht:iS$emd^ ^ea 
Glanville's treatife was writceu« 

* ' I cm 
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BOOK IVioras xii, & Dominus in cujus finibus xhao&ric aC 
L- V "^oras* H«c eft in Danelega *. 

P. 120* fjsBC eft Conftictudo id Mcrchcndcga* quis 

appellatus fiierit de Latrocinio, feu de Furto^ & 
plegiacus fueric venire ad jufticiam, & fugerit in* 
terim, Plexus ejus habebic iv menfes & unum 
diem ad eum quaerendum, & fi pofDceum invenire^ 
juret fe duodecima manu, quod tempore quo cum 
plegiavit Latro non fucrat, neque per eum effet 
quod fugerit, nee eum prehcndcre poflit. Tunc 
reddat Cacallum, & xx folidos pro capite^ & iv 
denartos ei qui ceperit ipfum, & unum obolum pro 
inquifitione, & xl folidos Regi. In Wcft-fcxene- 
lega c folidos ad clamorem pro Capite, & iv libras 
Regi* £t in Danelega,* ForisfaAura eft viii librae, 
XX folidi pro Capite, & vii librae Regi. £t fi is 
poteft infra annum & iv dies invenire JLatronem, & 
cum perducere ad juftitiam, redhibebunt ei vi- 
ginti folidos quos acceperint, & fiat juftitia dc 
Latrone. 

V. 

Is qui prehenderit Latronem abfque fe<5a & 
abfque clamore, quem dimiferit ei Cui damnum fe« 
cerit, & venerit poftea, juftitiam poftulaturus, ra* 
tioni conveniens eft, ut det x folidos dc fHen- 
guite, & finem faciet juftidae ad primam Curiam, 
& fi confirmetur In Curia, abfque licentia juftitiac, 
fit forisfadlura de xc folidis. 

* Tlut law only fhews the difierence of themulds iu (Afferent 
Mitt of die kingdoiDy as they had been efbbliihed by the 
Dax^ or Sjaxont inhabiting there. Twelve one made a puund. 
. f Thia wordfignifiesan\u]&for theelbipeof arobb^^ 
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VIII. BOOK IV. 

Si quis sdiOm ocddcrit, & fit rtus cbnficens, & ^ 
emendare tiegavcrit^ det de fuo Manbote Domino 
pro libero homine x fotidos & pro fenrb tt f(rfidos. ' 
Wcra Thani eft xx libwgin Merdhenelega, & in 
Wcft-Scxcnekgai Et Wcra Villani * c fdidi in 
Merchenelega^ 9tque etiam in Weft^Sexcndega. 

IX. - 

Quod ad Weram attbet^ primo reddat is qui eft 
de nobili fanguine, Viduas et Orjpbanis x folidos i 
ct quod fUpereft^ Orphani et cognati inter fc dtvi« 
dant. 

X. 

' In Werl reddere potott quis Equum non caf« 
tfatom pro xx iblidis^ ct Taurum pro x folidis, ct 
Jiimcntum pro y folidisf. 

XL 

Si quis alium percuflerit, ct n^vcrit ultra cmen* 
dare, primo illi reddat caput fuum (id eft, capitis 
prctium, vulgo Wcrgildum) ct illi percuftbr ijuret 
fuper SanAa quod alitcr non potuerit facer^ nee 
ex noalitia quacunaue ille fiierit in terram dejeftuSi 
id quod (cauia) doloris eft/ 

* I prefiune that VilUuu here muft be imdeiflood to mean, , 
HOI flsTcs, biit £tfmpnu Wera fignifiet the price of a num't 
fife. 

f Thefepficetareremattgbl^atfligyihiwrthchjghfaltteof 
pioiiqr in thoje dqfSi 
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Si |)ljtjM ^licui eveniat vifui aperto, caplte toto 
vifp i?.^p.^ri6s det percqfTor, ct dc omni oflc, 
quodiji^s.trax^rk ex plaga, offe toto vifo, iv dc^ 
najTio&i Roft<;% compofuio ei fiar, fecupdi^n ' bpy 
jj(>rcs quoi c\ (bs vel capuc) fecerint i hoc cum (&^ 
cent, fi XJPr fuum ei benevolum monftravcrit, Q& 
' confilium'fuum ei donaverit, accipiat abillo qucxici 
abftukrit*. i • 

XIH. 

aut pcdem, recidat ei medrctatcm Wcrae, (ecundani 
id quod faftum eft. Sed pro poUice reddat medie- 
tatem manus. Fro digt£Q qui poUici proximus^ 
XV folidos, de folido Anglicano^ hoc eft, quacuo^ 
denarios; Pro digico Jonj^'xi^i ibiidosi .ProValtdo 
qui pbrtat afuvulvm, xviiii foiidos^ Pmi^digita mm 
nimo V folidos. Si unguem qtiift pfSBvictariQ praf 
quolibet y folidos ^e folido AngUcanpi ec pro ungue 
digid minimi iv denarios*- 

^t'- ■ ■,;:.;•' • 

Qui dfeifj^cnfttam ^terbiii' irkiiiyeri^ fb|^hHEuMt! 
W*wmrua!h DoMino (mon 

XVl'".'' ^•:-:s'y 

Etiam qui falfumtulericjudicium, Weram fuam 
perdat, nifi firper TlQmiitnftjli (^ti^}'^^ 
potent, fe mcfius judicaTfe ftefciviflfe; ^ - - ' ' 

* Some ports of tbisflatute air c^feoti^ ] 

4 V »¥« 
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V , / 

Si quis alteram appeUt c de Latrocinio et is Gt?*2iu 
Hber homo» ec habeat exrhde verum teftimoniutn 
lie lirgaH«atii^purg«tft'p€f ^enum facramefttiim, ec 
dm qui >ii]^tiMs 'ante fuerat per racr^fMM:6m hof 
mimtnlRH videlicet zW homims legalas-, •flttaitien 
& U habireedfi^'poteriti purgecfe ducfdc H^i ntanir^ 
ct fi habere non poilit, fe defendat per jUdtdkrm; 
et appellator jurabit Cpfxter eum jurent vii homines 
faominati) quod propter tnali^dam npn feceritt ncc 
propUfT dil^ W^^^ ^qap^il^ia.ju^iuum perfe* 

...-V -...«...-.. ^^^ ...,::.... 

Et fi quis appellatus^fof^t de ffaflione Monaf- 
tcrii aijfl.i3uliftS«jii» pcq^ fuc^-il inkm\^ ^ retcoi fc 
purget jpKfr, .alii Iqgai^ liodi^ines nomitiaieas ^\^ 
Bedxna -^fnaou y et fi' ^lias infamia no^us ^uerity 
ppi'gi ^1 j)Cr;5riplum, vi^licct t)cr xlviii hwnin^? 
Jcaalji^^j^QpuM^os trige/^^ qiaau^ e( &jI\q^ 

bW^i^fk^krifv^^^^ iudiquRi pep. tfipUmp k 
l^eiitt 4id:|trjplcx jJepoi^, fiu;rapwfituiij:|-^ti:fij» ^ 
getro X^tfoplflfu^ Wiuan? (i. ^^ 

jj^diqiyailflij^ ^ro^?pilffppM? habebkl^ fo^ 
tttr}i,4.^WoM»'.Mwc^nfkgft e^Ppjifcqpi; ^K (plif 
dor,. ^. /Comes ^Xf foMos, ct. Ppegf;:-? j^^js^stc^ 
y iUahus jd deharios ^. 

XIX. 

" itj^ul foimiiiam ti comprfficrit, forisfa.cit memT)F» 
^i: Otli pi'oltravcrit foemipam ad tcrram ct e5 

f Some pam of thif and the fbrftier law are obfcure. 
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BOO K IV. vim inferae, muiaa gus Domino eft it foUdu Si 
*^ vcio cam compreflerit) forilfacic membnu 

• ' XX. 

Qui rennet deoarium S. Petrit deiiariiim itddtt 
per juftidam S. Ecdcfiae et xxx denariot, forifr 
#a£bune» jEc G de ea re eft implactcatlu per jufii» 
^m Rc^y forisBidat Epiftpopo xxx deoariost ot 
Regixllblidas* 

XXI. 

* Si qiiis alter! oculum efibdiat infbrtunto^ cmeo* 
det Ixx folidis folidorum Anglicanorum. Et & 
vifus ei refticuacur^ dimidiam duntaxat reddacur* 

xxv. 

' De Averio quod quts in mambut habef, qui 
Vdic poftulare furio fublatumi et ilk vuk dare va^ 
dios et inrenire plegios ad prosequendum appeU 
lum fuum, tunc uicumbit illi qui rem habueric in 
manibus nominare warrantum (uum, fi eum ha* 
buerit; et fi non habuerit eum» notninabit fuum 
Tadem primarium« et teftes fuos, et habebtt eoa 
ikl diem» et ad rerminum, fi cos habeaht aut cos 
iubere poterit. [All the reft of this ftatote is to 
t>bf€ure9 from the faults of the MS» or the obfb» 
lete termsy that I do not think it worth giving.^ 

XXVI. 

p. 114. De Murdro Francigene occifi, & homines hun<^ 

dredi non prehendunt & ducunt ad juftitiam infra. 
viii dies u( oftendat ob (|uam caulam fccerit^ icd» 
dant Murdrl nomine zhrii Mstrcas. 
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pt tribto vijf , videlicet Wctling-ftwct, ct Er- '^' ^^^^ ' "'' ^ 
imiigrftpcet, et JFoflTe* Qpi in aliqdia harum via* 
turn bomimm itinerantem fiveoccideric fiveinfilic« 
•xiti 1$ ^acem Regis violac^. ^ ^ 

xxxt 

Si Latrocioium fu ii^Tentiun^ ift cfljufcuncjueP.aaji 
t^fr4 fif^jv ktro ficpul, Domintjs terrs et Uxor ejus 
liabebunc medietacem bonor^ I^^crpiiis^ ^ vendi* 
catores eorum Cacalla li ilia iovenerinc, et alteram 
medietateai, G reperiym fit infra Sache ct Socb^ 
perdat Uxor, et Doqiinas habebit t* 

XXXV. 

Si morti damnata iir» aut mcmbronun mutila* 
tionn £oemina impraBgpata, de ea non fiat juftiti* 
priufquam partueritr 

xxxvn^. 

Si jpater deprehenderit filiatn in adukerio in don^ 
fua» leu in dome generis fui» bene licdbit ei qcci^ 
-dcre adultemm j;* 



* I do not uhderifamd why more in thefe roadt (hm ^- 
wbest : for all homidder or aflkults were breaches of the. kii^i 
peace* 

t Idonotwdliinderftandthcreafimof the latt^ part of this 

% Mr* Tyrrell, In commetidn^ upon this fiacutti^ expreilei Ut 
iiiiprixe that it ihOtttd not have giivea to the hulhand the poirst 

Ecj XXXVDL 
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.JP?5J5 XSXVIII. 

St qui) ek AecefitsRii: ^kefuni ootldcrft, aot, 
p^pter gabNirafttioiiecA 6iciliorem> Ago jeceib res 
luas de naifi 6b metum lii<Mrti6» de hoc uon poem 
** me implacicare. Nam Ik^ Ulteri damniMq tnfene 

• ob mortis metum» quandp perkulum evzdtrt noa 
poteft( ec fi de hoc iiim^ufes, quodob metum 
morrist nihil fcqi ♦ de hoccontempcu^'et ea quas in 
navi retV^nt dividantui; in.commuhi ftcoMbol Ct- 
talla, tt ft qtkft jecinit €ataUa extra wbl^AmA «bl^ 
hetelUime^ ea rdfticiuif; \ 

Duo font partibipesgufdempacis, etunuseorum 
implacicacus abfque al^er^l^ fi negligqida fua per- 
dit, non inde debet damnum cedere alteri» qui 
ikbStnt MCk Nam quod jUcbratom; eft iaief eos 
aon 4cbarpr6quidicareiis quiah^totfuouDV^ 

XLL 

Caute profpiciant ii qulbus cura incumbit jadida 

^ifAcc^ ec judicMt ucl petont quandp dkum dMue 

mHs MSfampa. Et ^nokibeonus ut hona Chnfii- 

anum extra terfam non vendat, nee {mofef tim in {»• 

which it hatb gi^en to the Either. I prefume the huflMUid had it 
By the esiikioii oriuA^nMcr^t WhUh WiUiam th^ Ki# did 
d^-thB^^anty tet fMtdf thi4 4Mktmo« to it i^ tjk^ 1^^]^ rccotipg 
of the cbafUcy of the wiTCi of hb barons and aiilitsoy t^nams, 
aiKlof ihpfeiA«.teUiHritet]Mto .w^ die 

huftand (hould attend him in foreign wars* 

« lntfaB|»Ag»fith,aiprwM 
Itwyim^erfeA; ft aM|rH<iwrHa.lMk4»#M:by^pMiK 
' fl^fvU4(9p^^r cmutmftu^ but will ftill reiiuun obicure« 

- -* ganiinum* 
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non t)crdat.qijaij% J??tta vit^%:^R^^ 
juriam clevaverit, aut falfum judicium hihc pro« 
, ferec aut odii auc a^aritiie adidz^ fit in forisfadtura 
Re^ de zl folidis ; fi noti pcneft allegare quod plut 
re£ti facere nolu^tit^ perdac libertatem fuam^^ifi _ ^ 

juxta bcbepiacltuW 'Regis fllath ab co rtttitficrc 
queat. Et Q fit id pairelegsL fit Fbrisfaftura'^db 
Lahfqte ; fi ^lega^ non pooeft quod melius '^ttt 
*on VolueHt ct quod rtSt^ni legem' pi tcaufa(i jdtfi* 
ciutti-reoufoVerit; 'fir fbrisfaftura erga iUtrrti^^tl 
qu^m jus hoc pertinuerit i hoc eft, fi fit erga Re- 
gem, vi librae y fi fit er^ Comitem, xl foUdi ; fi 
fit in Hundredoi, xxx folidi, et erga omnes eos qui 
Curiiiun habeot;ift Anglia; hoc dlt juxfia fofidos 
•AfigUcuios* In^ Duel^a qui* ceAum jiidieiumdrt« 
xn&nok^ &€ itlnintfencordiia dB-:fiK»liahrutt,,ii^ 
fati|e fackc qximtiim, Rogi ^ hoc. qftod qUis^di 4/^^ 
Jniic in Hui«dreclo.auriii OoniiMu^M . : ^ ;q 

XLV. ^^- 

Et qui retatus eft, et teftibus convi£lus de * n^^ deUauti 
MlionCj et implacitatus oribus vicibus viuvit, et adiAtheFxeodb' 
quartam vicem oftendat fummonitor tria ejus cri« 
mtna, oikikmiiaB mandetur homiai ut^pkfifium 
invMiac, ct:««nkitadji»; et^iiotir^ finonvkioric '^' 
hvniificin vinim auc mortuutpf- cafiiat miiimmi . 
habct ct reitetet petomi cataBogviiontm^ et Dowmiwis - 

-habeat medirtmeoi «efidui, tt hotidredam nMdie*- 
-tateiq. Et fi nulhis parens auc Mqcos iftacn jofti- ^ ^ '^ 
datt^forciffiiennty £Miafackintiecga/:r^Mi pn^ii-Quk/irpav^ 
^b«k £i qvasvatilatro quioqudpottritiMranitfe,'^* 

* The ioA of iU» aridtheiAUoiidi^ to be 

greatly corrupted in (cYeral parti* 

4 non 
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yoot ry»|iflii hibeat wanrintum d^'fita fiia, nee per ppolil 
^' V 'bitikttpladcartt potent alRiaidfeetiperart* 

XLviii. : ' ' 

'• **7« ! Et qui LatronLoccurreric, ct * fine clamore cum 
.pcmii^m abire, emehdet jui^t^ valorem LatroniSy 
IfiMtfe^purget plena lege quod iHum Latronem cflc 
nefcivic: ec qui clamorem audierit ct fuperfedcritj 
riuperiellidoc Eegis trwndct auc rdpfum purges , 

^ Si quia infra^ Hundredum iikruGuus fueric» w 
-bomifiea eum iretitieanty fe duodedma mami piir* 
HB^9 et fi auf Mgerit pendente accoiatione, dommoa 
•Mddai Weram fuam^ ec fi dominus iocuifetur quod 
pereum abire peniiiitcitQr« fe purget fexumaau, 
ct fi non pofiet, cmendet vcrfus Regcm, & fit ut« 
lagatus. 



LUI. 

V. Ctrt Vdumus iautem et . firmitcr praedpimus,. ut cm- 

^^^^^: hes homines, quos notttfcttm addoxtmus aut poft ooa 
queftorU de i^^^^^Mffint, fint Aib protoSione et in pace noftra per 
otiibuiaam nMUTcrfum regnumprasdiftum^ ct fiquia deillis oc* 
mudi« Wil-.dfoa fucrit^ Dominus ejus habeat intra v <fes lioaii* 
kin^ P- ^*^?cidam ejus fi potent i fin autom *, incipiat perfoU 
. , teie notna xln marcas arg^ti quamdiu fubflantia 

Domini ilKua pecduraverit* Ubi vera (ubftamia 



Sbroe&iiig faems to be wa&dng here. 
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Domini defecerit» totus hundredus in quo ocdfio^^^ll^ 
fy£ksL eft eommunicer folvac quod remanec *• - — 



tbifoIhwtt^JUiuti was iy mtfiah net infertedamofig 
tie dvil urns of ffllUam She Confueror^ fivmm 
tbi Appendix to tbefirfi volume^ p. 464, etjoj. 

XXXVL 

Si quts bteftacus obierit^ liberi gus bflcreditateal 
acqualiter dividanc. 

This appears to have been changed by the pre« 
ralence of feudal principles over the old Englifh 
cuftoms in the time of Henry the Second. For 
military fiefs became impardble, and, widi regard 
to chattels, Gknville fays, ** Cum quis vero in- 
<^ teftatus deceflerit, omnia catalla fua fui domini 
^^ efle intelliguntur; fi vero p^ures habuerit domi- 
^ nos» Quilibet illorum catalla fua recuperabit quae 
** in feooo fuo reperiet.'' L. vii. ct6. 

^ This and ibme other fiatutet of this king were eztraof4 
dinary pitcaudons tsken to preresit the nmrdering of foreigQers 
frhom hie had brought over with hiiOf or who came, upon his 
encouragement, totettlemEnghmdund^hispioteAion» 



Tie End of tie Appikdix to tbc FouRTii 
Book. 
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If this book is kept orertime, a fine of two 
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